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Introduction

T he Lord has led me to write this book on 
the theme, the grace of yielding. Let me 
say, first of all, that there are some things 

to which, as Christians, we should never yield. I do 
not believe that we should ever yield to Satan, for the 
Scripture says, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you” (James 4:7). Nor do I believe that we should 
ever yield to sin, for the sixth chapter of Romans tells 
us that we are not to yield our members to sin (verse 
13). However, there are circumstances and situa-
tions that occur in our lives that are only resolved 
when we learn to yield.
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 I have found that knowing how to yield is a 
mark of maturity that I look for in myself and that 
I esteem in others. I was listening just recently to a 
young preacher whom God has greatly blessed. He 
is a fine young man, and God has done a great deal 
for him. But the whole theme of this man’s preach-
ing was what he could do, not what God could do. 
All of it was true, and all of it was good. But I was 
sitting there saying to myself, “Brother, I’ll be inter-
ested to see you come to the end of that.”

 There is a place we eventually come to in the 
Lord, at which we have reached the end of what 
we can do. By this I do not mean what we can do 
merely by our carnal ability or by our education. 
But, even in our ministry, which is given to us by 
God, we come to a place, by divine appointment, 
where we can do no more. The trouble with many 
people is that they have never recognized it.

 What follows in this book is the result of God’s 
dealings with me over a number of years, and I am 
sure that God has not finished His dealings. I will 
proceed by giving you a number of Scriptures, and 
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then I will use a number of illustrations of “the grace 
of yielding” and its importance in the Christian life.





One

The Measure of
Spiritual Strength
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One

The Measure of
Spiritual Strength

T he first Scripture I want to examine in 
regard to our topic is found in Romans 
15:1: “We then that are strong ought to 

bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves.” This, I believe, is the scriptural mark of 
strength. It’s not how much you can do, but rather 
how much you can bear of the weaknesses of others.

 It is very satisfying to be strong in your own 
ability, in your own ministry, in your own experi-
ence—to be the man with all the answers. But that 
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does not really require much spiritual strength. 
However, it does require spiritual strength to bear 
the weaknesses of others.

 I believe that spiritual strength is measured 
by God and by the Scriptures in proportion to the 
amount that we are able to support and bear the 
weaknesses of other people. For me, personally, that 
has never been easy.

 This is exactly the opposite of the spirit of this 
age. The spirit of the age is, “Get what you can for 
yourself. Let the weak take care of themselves.”

 I have been meditating recently on the whole 
question of abortion, which to me is a most horrible, 
hateful evil. But if you discuss this issue with some 
people, they will justify it on the grounds that many 
unwanted children are not born into the world—
maybe illegitimate children or children that are the 
result of problem homes or unsuitable mothers—
they are just never born. We kill them off before they 
come out of the womb.

 I have learned by experience, regardless of what 
the Supreme Court or anybody else may say, that 
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God classifies that as murder. I have learned this 
by experience, and I also believe it is very clearly 
unfolded in Scripture.

 But the point I want to make just now is this: 
Once we begin to make what suits us the measure 
of what is right, we are on a slippery path that goes 
downward into a horrible mess. Very, very quickly, 
other issues will follow: “What about the child who 
is born hopelessly handicapped, who will never be 
more than a vegetable? Why should we keep that 
child alive?”

 Already, there is a case before the courts in the 
state of California, involving parents who deliber-
ately did not feed a child who was born hopelessly 
incapacitated—they just allowed it to die. But, 
when we have begun to deal with the handicapped 
in this way, we will then proceed to deal the same 
way with the aged, the mentally ill, and so on. One 
after another, they will be written off in the name of 
humanity.

 I want to point out to you that this is not the 
Christian answer. It is not the Christian answer, not 
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merely because abortion is forbidden by God, but 
also because the attitude behind it is completely 
unchristian. As Christians, we do not just write off 
the weak. We don’t even relegate them to an institu-
tion where we never hear about them or care about 
them again.

 One of the outstanding marks of Christians in 
the first century was that they cared for the weak. 
They cared for the sick. They didn’t write them off. 
That is what really impressed the ancient world. 
The world could not understand what made these 
Christians concerned about people who had nothing 
to offer—people who were only liabilities. But I have 
come to see that if we write off the human liabilities, 
that is not strength—that is weakness.

 The people who are liabilities, the incapacitated, 
the infirm, and the weak believers, are the test of 
our spiritual strength. We have obviously come to a 
place in the United States, and in other countries, 
too, where we cannot permit ourselves to live by the 
established standards of the age.

 If I’m a Christian, my first motive is not to get 
away with as much as I can legally get away with. 
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My first motive is to please Jesus Christ in all that I 
do. Once we begin to live by seeking to please Jesus, 
we will inevitably lead a life that is completely dif-
ferent from that of the unconverted around us. We 
won’t need to peddle a lot of doctrine, for, in itself, 
pleasing Jesus will make us different.


