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INTRODUCTION

In this companion volume to The Sins of Saints, a word is neces-
sary as to the term rapture, used in the title. Although not found 
in the Bible, the ecstatic experience it represents is fairly common. 
It is widely accepted as being expressive of the unspeakable joy of 
being caught up to meet our returning Lord, and the rapturous 
rejoicing of the saints as they see their Savior in all His beauty and 
glory. What a moment of amazing wonder it will be when our eyes 
behold Him!

Oh, the soul-thrilling rapture when I view His blessed 
face, 
 And the luster of His kindly beaming eye; 
How my full heart will praise Him for the mercy, love, 
and grace 
 That prepared for me a mansion in the sky.1 

Next to the substitutionary work of Jesus, there is no truth so 
awe-inspiring and heart-warming as that of His return for those 
redeemed by His precious blood, as with rapture they look upon 
His crowned brow, no longer with thorns, but with majesty and 
glory. In this volume, dealing wholly with the revelation of the 
second advent of the Lord, I have endeavored to set forth rela-
tive aspects of such a blessed event, affecting Jew, Gentile, and the 
church of God. It is the sincere prayer of the author that the fol-
lowing chapters will prove to be both enlightening and edifying in 

1. Fanny Crosby, “My Savior First of All,” 1894.
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the experience of those who study them. The danger is that this 
sublime truth is deadening when our life and labors are regulated 
in the light of it. Already the saints are seated in the heavens, and 
the mission of the Spirit is to make them, as they await the dawn-
ing of that glorious morning,

not less human, but made more divine 
Our lives replete with Heaven’s supernal beauty.  
Ever declare that beauty, Lord, is Thine.2 

If the end of all things is at hand, then our service for the 
Master will soon cease, our secular and spiritual activities will ter-
minate, our earthly relationships dissolved, our joys and sorrows 
in this world will be over, our opportunities to witness among the 
godless concluded. Does not such a glorious appearing of the Son 
of God call us to prayer for such a grand and glorious event and to 
desist in trifling, in loitering, and in sinning? If the Lord is at hand, 
then surely we should be temperate in all things, thinking soberly 
of ourselves, of others, and of everything around us. Grace must 
be ours to shun all carelessness or indifference to His commands, 
and live as those who must give an account of their stewardship or 
care. It is only when He does come we shall welcome Him with 
rapture and rejoicing.

With such a blessed hope in view,  
 We would more holy be! 
More like our coming, glorious Lord  
 Whose face we soon shall see.3 

John Wesley, founder of Methodism, believed in living in 
readiness to meet his Lord at any moment. During his remark-
able itinerant ministry over Britain, a friend asked him one day, 
“John, suppose you knew that you were going to die by midnight 

2. James Mountain, “The Fruit of the Spirit.” 
3. Stem Publishing, 1843.  
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tomorrow, how would you spend the rest of your time?” Wesley’s 
answer was characteristic of his devotion to his task:

I would spend it exactly as I expect to spend it now. I 
would preach tonight in Gloucester, get up early tomor-
row morning and proceed to Tewkesbury, where I would 
preach in the afternoon. Then I would go to the Martins’ 
house in the evening, as they are expecting me, talk with 
Mr. Martin, pray with the family, retire, putting myself in 
the Father’s care, go to sleep, and wake up in heaven. 

The question for our own heart is “How am I going to live the 
rest of my time before Jesus comes?” If we knew that within the 
next twenty-four hours He would return, according to His prom-
ise, to take us to the Father’s home, are there any circumstances 
we should immediately change, in the light of such a glorious and 
blissful event? Or, are we so living in harmony with His will and 
purpose, that no change of any plan or engagement would be nec-
essary? If, as we await His coming, we are endeavoring to faithfully 
witness for Him, we shall not be ashamed before Him when He 
does appear. May He be pleased to use the following chapters for 
our personal readiness!
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1

OLD TESTAMENT ADVENT  
SHADOWS AND NEW TESTAMENT 

ADVENT SUBSTANCE

Prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy 
men…spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.  

—2 Peter 1:21

OLD TESTAMENT ADVENT SHADOWSOne of the apostate features of present-day modernism is the 
disparagement of the Old Testament. Sadly mutilating and dishon-
orably treating it, the higher critic leaves us with such a remnant 
of its former self, that one wonders why the Old Testament is not 
blotted out altogether.

The rejection of the Old Testament, however, carries with it 
the further rejection of the New Testament, seeing that both sec-
tions are two integral parts of one sublime whole. As Dr. A. T. 
Pierson expresses it in his article, “The Mutual Relations of the 
Two Testaments”:

These two main divisions resemble the dual structure 
of the human body, where the two eyes and ears, hands 
and feet correspond to and complement one another. Not 
only is there a general, but a special mutual fitness. They 
need, therefore, to be studied together, side by side; to be 
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compared even in lesser details, for in nothing are they 
independent of each other; and the closer the inspection 
the minuter appears the adaption, and the more intimate 
the association.4 

And, further, as Dr. James Orr has pointed out in his mas-
terly work, The Problem of the Old Testament, the Old and New 
Testaments stand or fall together. An organic unity binds them 
together. “From Genesis to Revelation,” says Professor Orr, 

we feel that [the Bible] is in a real sense a unity. It is not 
a collection of fragments, but has, as we say, an organic 
character. It has one connected story to tell from begin-
ning to end; we see something growing before our eyes; 
there is plan, purpose, and progress; the end folds back 
on the beginning, and, when the whole is finished, we feel 
that here again, as in the primal creation, God has fin-
ished all His works, and behold, they are very good…. The 
unity of the Bible is not something factitious—made. It 
grows out of the unity of the religion and the history, and 
points to that as its source.5 

Dr. A. F. Kirkpatrick, in his Divine Library of the Old 
Testament, has a similar thought: “No other literature is linked 
into one whole like this; instinct with one spirit and purpose, and, 
with all its variety of character and origin, moving forward to an 
unseen yet certain goal.”6

Such a marvelous unity is only too evident when we come to 
the study of our Lord’s two advents. In fact, as Dr. Pierson reminds 

4. Arthur Tappen Pierson, “Mutual Relations of the Two Testaments,” Knowing 
the Scriptures (New York: Gospel Publishing House, 1910), 52.
5. James Orr, The Problem of the Old Testament, vol. 3 (New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, 1907), 32.  
6. Alexander Francis Kirkpatrick, The Divine Library of the Old Testament 
(London: Macmillan and Co., 1896), 92.
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us, “the only way to read the two Testaments intelligently and ade-
quately is to compare them, to set them side by side; to remember 
Augustine’s great motto, and be prepared to find the Lord Jesus 
Christ ‘latent’ in the Old as He is ‘patent’ in the New.”7 And in 
his volume on “Many Infallible Proofs,” Dr. A. T. Pierson declares 
that “the prophecies and references to Christ in Old Testament 
Scripture, which are expressly cited in the New Testament, either 
as predictions fulfilled in Him, or as previsions applied to Him, 
number not less than 333.” The New is in the Old concealed. The 
Old is in the New revealed.

Thus, with the utmost confidence we affirm, as Dr. W. 
Graham Scroggie does in the admirable treatise on Christ, the Key 
to Scripture, that 

Christ dominates the Old Testament; that He is the 
Substance of its messages, and the Goal of its hope. If, 
instead of sucking the dry bones of rationalistic criticism, 
we were to feed upon the luscious fatness of revealed truth, 
as centering in and radiating from the Person of Christ, 
we would be more worthy the name of Christian.8

Pages could be written proving how perfectly the Lord Jesus 
Christ fulfilled all the prophecies regarding His first advent when, 
in great humility, as the seed of the woman, He made atonement 
for sin. A thorough study of such an absorbing theme, however, 
is beyond the scope of this book, but could be pursued elsewhere 
with success.

Our present purpose is to show that we can learn from the 
pages of the Old Testament that Jesus is to come again in glorious 
majesty and power, to “execute judgment and justice and power.” 

7. Pierson, “The Written and Living Word,” Knowing the Scriptures, 32. 
8. W. Graham Scroggie, Christ, the Key to Scripture (Philadelphia: The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1924), 21.
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For example, summarizing many of the prophecies of Old 
Testament writers, we learn that God is to come and judge the 
earth, that all nations are to serve him, and that Israel is to seek the 
Lord their God. We also learn that the feet of Jesus are to stand 
upon the Mount of Olives, that the Holy Spirit is to be poured 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and that the dispersed are to be 
gathered together from the four corners of the earth. In addition, 
from Old Testament prophecy, we are taught that Christ will be 
both King and Priest upon His throne, that Jerusalem is to have 
great prosperity, that all war is to cease, and that eternal joy will be 
given to the redeemed.

Scriptures to be studied are: Psalm 50:3–6; Psalm 96:11–13; 
Daniel 7:13–14; Hosea 3:4, 5; Micah 4:7; Zechariah 12:10 and 
13:1–6, with Psalm 22:16; Isaiah 11:10–12; Jeremiah 23:5–6; 
Zechariah 6:12–13, with Psalm 110:4; Isaiah 35:10; Zechariah 
2:4–5, 10–11; Ezekiel  37:21–22, 24–26, 27–28; Isaiah 2:2–4; 
Zechariah 8:7–8, 13–22; Malachi 3:12. If these passages are set 
down in their order, the student will possess a comprehensive out-
line of the advent message as contained in the Old Testament.

Of course, it is to be understood that the Old Testament does 
not furnish us with data regarding the return of Christ for His 
church, seeing that the church is not a subject of Old Testament 
revelation. The church, as a very “distinct body of believers, having 
a distinct mission, and a definite point of beginning, and a definite 
point of ending,” was unknown to Old Testament writers. They 
saw the two great mountains of Christ’s earthly suffering and 
future glory, but the valleys in between were hid from their gaze. 
For the fuller revelation of truth, the bud of the Old Testament 
had to blossom into the flower of the New Testament. The rich-
ness and fragrance of such a flower will form the subject of our 
next meditation.
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NEW TESTAMENT ADVENT SUBSTANCE
In Paul’s threefold division of the human race, which includes 

the Jew, the Gentile, and the church of God (see 1 Corinthians 
10:32), we discover how to interpret the threefold hope associated 
with the return of Christ. For example, His advent is:

1. The hope of Israel. The hope of all true Jews is the coming of 
Christ as their Messiah and deliverer. The Jews still live in the Old 
Testament, hugging to themselves the predictions regarding the 
coming of the Messiah. And the hope filling the hearts of many 
Orthodox Jews today is the vision of the long-promised One. But 
when they do behold Him, immediate conviction regarding their 
initial rejection of Christ and unbelief will lay hold of them, for 
“they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and…mourn for 
him” (Zechariah 12:10; see also Jeremiah 14:8).

2. The hope of the nations. That the hope of the great Gentile 
world is Christ’s return as king is surely alluded to by the prophet 
Haggai, who speaks of Him as “the desire [or hope, expectation] of 
all nations” (Haggai 2:7). Generally speaking, there is no conscious 
desire on the part of the nations for Christ. Longings, however, 
for some masterful man to arrive and rectify the wrongs of the 
world will only be realized in Christ, when He returns to govern 
the earth. At present He is “shaking the nations” (see Haggai 2:7), 
thereby preparing them for His worldwide rule and dominion. 
The whole creation awaits our Lord’s coming, for when He returns 
to reign, then, and not until then, will universal peace and prosper-
ity be experienced.

3. The hope of the church. It is not death, or even heaven, we 
are bidden to wait for, but the return of Him who promised to 
come and receive His church unto Himself. And so she exultantly 
sings:

Oh hope, all hope surpassing! 
 Forevermore to be,  
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Oh Christ, the Church’s Bridegroom, 
 In paradise with Thee.9 

Dr. David Brown, in a treatise on the second advent written in 
the 1850s, referred to the personal return of Christ as “the polestar 
of the church.” And it is only as she hitches her wagon to this star 
that she remains unworldly in life. For the church, the advent is 
“that blessed hope” (Titus 2:13); and it is to this aspect of the hope 
we are now to address ourselves.

I. THE FACT OF THE ADVENT
There was a time when Christ’s first advent was a prophetic 

truth. (See, for example, Isaiah 7:14; 9:6.) For more than two 
thousand years such an advent has been an historic fact, as the 
calendar year proves. The doctrine of His second advent has been 
a prophetic truth for hundreds of years, being proclaimed by Old 
and New Testament writers alike. Soon, however, such an advent 
will be another historic fact. For, as past prophecies relating to 
Christ’s birth and ministry have been fulfilled, so all prophetic 
Scripture regarding His return are to have as perfect and complete 
a fulfillment.

Approaching the New Testament advent outline, one dis-
covers a chain of evidence regarding the fact of our Lord’s return 
from its first book to its last. The 260 chapters comprising the 
New Testament contain more than 300 references to the second 
coming. More space is given to it than to any other theme, includ-
ing the death of Christ. The only two New Testament books 
where no direct evidence can be found are Philemon and the third 
epistle of John, which of course, were private letters. If, therefore, 
the truth of our Lord’s return occupies such a preeminent place in 
the Bible, should it not to occupy a corresponding position in our 
thought and study?

9. Horatius Bonar, “The Mountain of Myrrh,” 1872.



Old Testament Advent Shadows and New Testament Advent Substance   17

A full list of advent passages in the twenty-five New Testament 
books where such a sublime fact is mentioned is unnecessary 
for present purposes. Let the reader pick up these links in the 
advent chain: Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21; John 14:1–3; Acts 
1:11; Romans 13:11; 1 Corinthians 15:51; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 
Galatians 5:5; Ephesians 4:30; Philippians 3:20–21; Colossians 
3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17; 2 Thessalonians 1:7–9; 1 Timothy 
6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:28; James 5:8; 1 Peter 
1:3; 2 Peter 1:19; 1 John 2:2–3; 2 John 8; Jude 14–18; Revelation 
1:7; 22:20.

A close study of the foregoing passages will reveal how such 
can be grouped under a threefold classification: the testimony of 
Christ Himself, the testimony of angels, and the testimony of the 
Holy Spirit through the church. Further, such a perusal will indi-
cate that each writer emphasizes a different aspect of the advent. 
For example, Paul is taken up with the rapture of the coming, 
Peter with the majesty, John with the purity, James with the jus-
tice, and Jude with the judgment.

Again, it is imperative to bear in mind that within the advent 
there are two events; one coming of Christ, but two aspects or 
parts. Without this distinction, confusion and error will be ours 
as we seek to bring together what the Scriptures declare regarding 
Christ’s return. First He returns for His saints, and then with His 
saints. The first section is associated with the church’s translation; 
the second, with her cooperation. Perhaps the following compari-
sons will serve to show the distinction between the two.
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THE EVENTS OF THE ADVENT 

FIRST EVENT 

Private (as a king privately visiting 
close relatives of royal blood)

NT Revelation—e.g., John 14:1–3; 
Philippians 3:20; 1 Thessalonians 
4:15–17.

Comes to the Air (1 Thessalonians 
4:17)
Comes to His Church
Comes for His Church
Comes to a Marriage
Comes as a Bridegroom
Comes to Gather the Church (and 
present it to Himself—a holy and 
acceptable church)

Symbolized by:
Morning Star
Thief, coming without warning

Church Caught Away Secretly, into 
the air: as Enoch before flood;  
Lot out of Sodom; Elijah.

This event called: 
Parousia, meaning “bodily 
presence”
Our Gathering unto Him
The Coming of the Lord

This is the hope of the church.
The church listens for sounds.

SECOND EVENT

Public (as a king riding in state, and 
acclaimed everywhere as King)

OT Prophecy—e.g., Zechariah 
14:5; Colossians 3:4; Jude 14. 

Comes to the Mount of Olives 
(Zechariah 14:4).
Comes to Israel
Comes with His Church
Comes to a Judgment
Comes as a King
Comes to Establish His Kingdom 
(and with His church reign over 
the earth in righteousness)

Symbolized by: 
Rising Sun
Lightning and Thunder

Church Openly and Publicly 
Manifested with Christ, to assist in 
His judgment and rule

This event called:
Epiphaneia, meaning “unveiling of 
bodily presence.”
Our Appearing with Him in Glory 
The Day of the Lord

This is the hope of Israel.
Israel looks for signs.
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It’s worth noting that: 

1. Between these two events of the second advent there are 
at least seven prophetic years, known as Daniel’s seventieth week. 
(See Daniel 9:27.) This period forms the burden of the books of 
Daniel and Revelation.

2. Between us, that is the present church, and the secret 
coming of our Lord in the air, there is not a single predicted event; 
there is nothing between.

3. Between us and the second or public part of His coming 
there are many predicted events awaiting fulfillment; in fact, all 
that we have in Revelation 4–19.

4. Our twofold responsibility is very clear: (1) In view of the 
first event, we must live and function as members of His body, so 
that when we see Him we shall not be ashamed before Him. (2) In 
view of the second event, we must live as soul-winners, striving to 
snatch souls out of the awful tribulation awaiting them.

One writer has reminded us that we have a forceful analogy of 
these two parts of the one advent in the return of France’s Charles 
II after his exile. The two stages of his return were as follows: the 
first concerned his loyal supporters, who were called across to 
France to meet him. They spent some time there with him, discuss-
ing his plan of campaign, and receiving orders and appointments. 
Then came the second stage, when Charles came back with them, 
and was revealed to the nation as a returning king. He accepted 
the homage of his subjects and was enthroned. After this came the 
trial and judgment of the leading rebels. Such a fitting illustration 
can be easily enlarged upon by the prophetic student.

THE TESTIMONY OF THE AGES
And so leaving this section of our study, it is fitting to observe 

that the church has never been without witnesses to this most 
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glorious fact of Scripture. All through the ages, the advent mes-
sage has had its Spirit-inspired heralds. Time fails us to mention 
them all, but here are a few who have left their imprint upon his-
tory: Peter sighed in spirit when he saw certain scoffers arising and 
denying the promise of the coming; Paul never wrote an epistle 
without introducing the appeal of the return of his Lord as a suf-
ficient motive for holiness and service. As Massillon has expressed 
it: “In the days of primitive Christianity it would have been deemed 
a kind of apostasy not to sigh for the return of the Lord.”

The advent was tenaciously held by the early fathers. The late Dr. 
Guinness declared: “It cannot be denied that for three centuries the 
church held the doctrine of the pre-millennial coming of Christ. I 
think I have gone through all the writings of the Fathers for three 
centuries pretty carefully, and I do not know an exception, unless 
it be Origen, the only early writer who was often heterodox.” The 
apostolic fathers, then, were unanimous in their declaration of this 
blessed hope.

The advent has been declared by the outstanding saints of all ages. 
Time would fail me to tell of all the great, saintly, and scholarly 
souls who have found the doctrine of the second coming a suffi-
cient incentive to the highest accomplishment. The greatest reviv-
alists of every age, as well as the undaunted missionary pioneers, 
have all alike been inspired by the preeminent theme of the return 
of our blessed and kind Lord.

Martin Luther. In the midst of the throes of the Reformation 
this German monk wrote: “I ardently hope that, amidst these 
internal dissentions on the earth, Jesus Christ will hasten the day 
of His Coming.”

John Calvin. This acute and learned Genevan reformer also 
saw that the return of Christ was the church’s polestar. “We must 
hunger after Christ,” he said, “till the dawning of that great day 
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when our Lord will manifest the glory of His Kingdom. The whole 
family of the faithful will keep in view that day.”

John Knox. The dauntless soul of this Scottish reformer was 
also nerved by the “blessed hope.” In a letter to some English friends 
he wrote: “Has not the Lord Jesus, in despite of Satan’s malice, car-
ried up our flesh into Heaven? And shall He not return? We know 
that He shall return, and that with expedition.”

John Wesley. This great revivalist also believed the same truth 
regarding the church’s hope in the second coming. Commenting 
upon the closing verses of Revelation, he has this sweet word: “The 
Spirit of adoption in the bride, in the heart of every true believer, 
says, with earnest desire and expectation, ‘Come, and accomplish 
all the words of this prophecy.’”

John Milton. The advent of Christ also formed the burden of 
this wonderful poet’s sublime supplication: “Come forth out of 
Thy royal chambers, O Prince of all the kings of the earth; put on 
the visible robes of Thy imperial majesty: take up that unlimited 
scepter which Thy Almighty Father hath bequeathed Thee. For 
now the voice of Thy bride calls Thee, and all creatures sigh to be 
renewed.”

Samuel Rutherford. Christ’s second coming was also the ardent 
longing of the seraphic Rutherford: “Oh, that Christ would remove 
the covering, draw aside the curtain of time, and come down! Oh, 
that the shadows of the night were gone!”

Such testimonies to the fact of the second coming could be 
multiplied a thousand times over. Every generation has produced 
those who, with faces uplifted toward the veil within which the 
Lord of Glory patiently waits, and with hearts all aglow with a 
personal love for Him, have lived, and loved, and labored in the 
light of His glorious appearing. It has been their “polestar.” Such 
a fact, however, is openly discredited today. Modernism speaks of 
a golden age, but will not have the New Testament revelation of 
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those processes producing such. Our obligation is clear. Knowing 
and believing the fact of Christ’s return, we must declare it, trust-
ing the Holy Spirit to bless and use our witness. 


