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Preface

When I first undertook the preparation of this exposition 
in Dutch for the Christian people I labor among, it was 
under a deep conviction that the epistle of Hebrews con-

tained just the instruction they needed. In reproducing it in Eng-
lish, this impression has been confirmed, and it is as if nothing could 
be written more exactly suited to the state of the whole church 
of Christ in the present day. The great complaint of all who have 
the care of souls is the lack of wholeheartedness, of steadfastness, 
of perseverance, and of progress in the Christian life. Many—of 
whom one cannot but hope that they are true Christians—come to 
a standstill and do not advance beyond the rudiments of Christian 
life and practice. And many more do not even remain stationary but 
rather turn back to a life of worldliness, formality, and indifference. 
And the question is continually being asked, “What is the need in 
our religion so that, in so many cases, it gives no power to stand, 
to advance, and to press on to perfection?” And what teaching is 
needed to give that health and vigor to the Christian life in order 
that, through all adverse circumstances, it may hold fast from the 
beginning, firm until the end?

The teaching of the epistle of Hebrews is the divine answer 
to these questions. In every possible way, it sets before us the truth 
that only the full and perfect knowledge of who Christ is and what 
He does for us can bring us to a full and perfect Christian life. The 
knowledge of Christ Jesus that we need for conversion does not 
suffice for growth, for progress, for sanctification, and for matu-
rity. Just as there are two dispensations—the Old Testament and 
the New—and just as the saints of the Old, with all their faith and 
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fear of God, could not obtain the more perfect life of the New, so 
it is with the two stages in the Christian life of which this epistle 
speaks. Those who, through sloth, remain babes in Christ and 
do not press on to maturity are ever in danger of hardening their 
hearts, of coming short, and of falling away. Only those who hold 
fast from the beginning, firm until the end; who give diligence 
to enter the rest of Christ; and who press on to perfection do, in 
very deed, inherit and enjoy the wonderful new covenant blessings 
secured for us in Christ. And the great objective of the epistle is 
to show us that if we will only follow the Lord fully and yield our-
selves wholly to what God, in Christ, is ready to do, we will find, 
in the Gospel and in Christ, everything we need for a life of joy, 
strength, and final victory.

The cure the epistle has for all our failures and feebleness—
the one preservative from all danger and disease—is the knowl-
edge of the higher truth concerning Jesus, the knowledge of Him 
in His heavenly priesthood. In connection with this truth, the 
writer has three great mysteries he seeks to unfold. The first is that 
the heavenly sanctuary has been opened to us so that we may now 
come and take our place there, with Jesus, in the very presence of 
God. The second mystery is that the new and living way by which 
Jesus has entered—the way of self-sacrifice and perfect obedience 
to God—is now the way in which we may and must draw near. 
The third mystery is that Jesus, as our heavenly High Priest, is the 
Minister of the heavenly sanctuary and dispenses to us its bless-
ings—the spirit and the power of the heavenly life—in such a way 
that we can live in the world as those who are come to the heavenly 
Jerusalem and as those in whom the spirit of heaven is the spirit of 
all life and conduct. In this heavenly priesthood of Jesus, heaven 
is opened to us day by day, we enter it by the new and living way, 
and heaven enters by the Holy Spirit. Such is the Gospel to the 
Hebrews that this epistle brings. Such is the life to which it reveals 
the way and the strength. The knowledge of the heavenly charac-
ter of Christ’s person and work is what alone can make heavenly 
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Christians, who, amid all the difficulties and temptations of life 
on earth, can live as those whom the superior power of the upper 
world has possessed, and in whom it can always give the victory.

In offering these meditations now to a wider circle of read-
ers, I do so with the prayer that it may please God to use them to 
inspire some of His children with new confidence in their blessed 
Lord, as they learn to know Him better and give themselves up 
to expect and experience all that He is able to do for them. I have 
not been afraid of continually repeating this one thought: Our one 
need is to know Jesus better, and the one cure for all our feeble-
ness is to look to Him on the throne of heaven and really claim the 
heavenly life He waits to impart.

Just as I was about to write the preface to the Dutch issue 
during the first week of last year, I received from my beloved col-
league as a New Year’s text—with the wish that it might be my 
experience—these words: “Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, 
and John, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart by 
themselves: and he was transfigured before them” (Mark 9:2). I at 
once passed the word on to my readers, and I do so again. May the 
blessed Master take us “with Himself” into the “mountain,” even 
the Mount Zion, where He sits as Priest-King upon the throne in 
power, each of us “apart by himself.” And may He prepare us for 
the blessed vision of seeing Him “transfigured before us,” seeing 
Him in His heavenly glory. He will then still be to us the same 
Jesus we know now—and yet, not the same, but rather His whole 
Being, bright with the glory and the power of the heavenly life that 
He holds for us and waits to impart day by day to them who forsake 
all to follow Him.

In humble trust and prayer that it may be so, I commend all 
my readers to His blessed teaching and guidance.

—Andrew Murray
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The Epistle to the Hebrews
(Revised Version)

The Knowledge of the Son of God, 
the Secret of the True Christian Life

Chapter 1
1God, having of old time spoken 

unto the fathers in the prophets by 
divers portions and in divers man-
ners,

2Hath at the end of these days 
spoken unto us in his Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through 
whom also he made the worlds;

3Who being the effulgence of his 
glory, and the very image of his sub-
stance, and upholding all things by 
the word of his power, when he had 
made purification of sins, sat down 
on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high;

4Having become by so much better 
than the angels, as he hath inherited 
a more excellent name than they.

5For unto which of the angels said 
he at any time,

Thou art my Son,
This day have I begotten thee?

and again,
I will be to him a Father,
And he shall be to me a Son?

6And when he again bringeth in 
the firstborn into the world he saith, 
And let all the angels of God wor-
ship him.

7And of the angels he saith,
Who maketh his angels winds,
And his ministers a flame of fire:

8But of the Son he saith,
Thy throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever;
And the sceptre of uprightness 
is the sceptre of thy kingdom.
9Thou hast loved righteous-
ness, and hated iniquity;
Therefore God, thy God, hath 
anointed thee
With the oil of gladness above 
thy fellows.

10And,
Thou, Lord, in the beginning 
hast laid the foundation of the 
earth,
And the heavens are the works 
of thy hands
11They shall perish; but thou 
continuest:
And they all shall wax old as 
doth a garment;
12And as a mantle shalt thou 
roll them up,
As a garment, and they shall be 
changed:
But thou art the same,
And thy years shall not fail.

13But of which of the angels hath 
he said at any time,

Sit thou on my right hand,
Till I make thine enemies the 
footstool of thy feet?

14Are they not all ministering 
spirits, sent forth to do service for 
the sake of them that shall inherit 
salvation?
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of God he should taste death for 
every man.

10For it became him, for whom are 
all things, and through whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons unto 
glory, to make the author of their 
salvation perfect through sufferings.

11For both he that sanctifieth and 
they that are sanctified are all of one: 
for which cause he is not ashamed to 
call them brethren,

12Saying,
I will declare thy name unto my 
brethren,
In the midst of the congrega-
tion will I sing thy praise.

13And again, I will put my trust in 
him. And again, Behold, I and the 
children which God hath given me.

14Since then the children are shar-
ers in flesh and blood, he also him-
self in like manner partook of the 
same; that through death he might 
bring to nought him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil;

15And might deliver all them who 
through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage.

16For verily not of angels doth he 
take hold, but he taketh hold of the 
seed of Abraham.

17Wherefore it behoved him in 
all things to be made like unto his 
brethren, that he might be a merci-
ful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make propi-
tiation for the sins of the people.

18For in that he himself hath suf-
fered being tempted, he is able to 
succour them that are tempted.

Chapter 3
1Wherefore, holy brethren, par-

takers of a heavenly calling, consider 
the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession, even Jesus;

Chapter 2
1Therefore we ought to give the 

more earnest heed to the things 
that were heard, lest haply we drift 
away from them.

2For if the word spoken through 
angels proved stedfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience re-
ceived a just recompense of reward;

3How shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation? which 
having at the first been spoken 
through the Lord, was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard;

4God also bearing witness with 
them, both by signs and wonders, 
and by manifold powers, and by 
gifts of the Holy Ghost, according 
to his own will.

5For not unto angels did he sub-
ject the world to come, whereof we 
speak.

6But one hath somewhere testi-
fied, saying,

What is man, that thou art 
mindful of him?
Or the son of man, that thou 
visitest him?
7Thou madest him a little lower 
than the angels;
Thou crownedst him with 
glory and honour,
And didst set him over the 
works of thy hands:
8Thou didst put all things in 
subjection under his feet.

For in that he subjected all things 
unto him, he left nothing that is 
not subject to him. But now we see 
not yet all things subjected to him.

9But we behold him who hath 
been made a little lower than the 
angels, even Jesus, because of the 
suffering of death crowned with 
glory and honour, that by the grace 
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14For we are become partakers of 

Christ, if we hold fast the begin-
ning of our confidence firm unto 
the end:

15While it is said,
To-day if ye shall hear his voice,
Harden not your hearts, as in 
the provocation.

16For who, when they heard, did 
provoke? nay, did not all they that 
came out of Egypt by Moses?

17And with whom was he dis-
pleased forty years? was it not with 
them that sinned, whose carcases 
fell in the wilderness?

18And to whom sware he that 
they should not enter into his rest, 
but to them that were disobedient?

19And we see that they were not 
able to enter in because of unbelief.

Chapter 4
1Let us fear therefore, lest haply, a 

promise being left of entering into 
his rest, any one of you should seem 
to have come short of it.

2For indeed we have had good 
tidings preached unto us, even as 
also they: but the word of hearing 
did not profit them, because they 
were not united by faith with them 
that heard.

3For we which have believed do 
enter into that rest; even as he hath 
said,

As I sware in my wrath,
They shall not enter into my 
rest:

although the works were finished 
from the foundation of the world.

4For he hath said somewhere of 
the seventh day on this wise, And 
God rested on the seventh day from 
all his works;

5And in this place again,

2Who was faithful to him that 
appointed him, as also was Moses 
in all his house.

3For he hath been counted worthy 
of more glory than Moses, by so 
much as he that built the house 
hath more honour than the house.

4For every house is builded by 
some one; but he that built all 
things is God.

5And Moses indeed was faithful 
in all his house as a servant, for a 
testimony of those things which 
were afterward to be spoken;

6But Christ as a son, over his 
house; whose house are we, if we 
hold fast our boldness and the glo-
rying of our hope firm unto the 
end.

7Wherefore, even as the Holy 
Ghost saith,

To-day if ye shall hear his voice,
8Harden not your hearts, as in 
the provocation,
Like as in the day of the temp-
tation in the wilderness,
9Wherewith your fathers 
tempted me by proving me,
And saw my works forty years.
10Wherefore I was displeased 
with this generation,
And said, They do alway err in 
their heart:
But they did not know my ways;
11As I sware in my wrath,
They shall not enter into my 
rest.

12Take heed, brethren, lest haply 
there shall be in any one of you 
an evil heart of unbelief, in falling 
away from the living God:

13But exhort one another day by 
day, so long as it is called To-day; 
lest any one of you be hardened by 
the deceitfulness of sin:
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16Let us therefore draw near with 

boldness unto the throne of grace, 
that we may receive mercy, and 
may find grace to help us in time 
of need.

Chapter 5
1For every high priest, being taken 

from among men, is appointed for 
men in things pertaining to God, 
that he may offer both gifts and 
sacrifices for sins:

2Who can bear gently with the 
ignorant and erring, for that he 
himself also is compassed with 
infirmity;

3And by reason thereof is bound, 
as for the people, so also for him-
self, to offer for sins.

4And no man taketh the honour 
unto himself, but when he is called 
of God, even as was Aaron.

5So Christ also glorified not him-
self to be made a high priest, but he 
that spake unto him,

Thou art my Son,
This day have I begotten thee:

6As he saith also in another place,
Thou art a priest for ever
After the order of Melchizedek.

7Who in the days of his flesh, 
having offered up prayers and sup-
plications with strong crying and 
tears unto him that was able to save 
him from death, and having been 
heard for his godly fear,

8Though he was a Son, yet 
learned obedience by the things 
which he suffered;

9And having been made perfect, 
he became unto all them that obey 
him the author of eternal salvation;

10Named of God a high priest 
after the order of Melchizedek.

11Of whom we have many things 
to say, and hard of interpretation, 

They shall not enter into my 
rest.

6Seeing therefore it remaineth 
that some should enter thereinto, 
and they to whom the good tidings 
were before preached failed to enter 
in because of disobedience,

7He again defineth a certain day, 
saying in David, after so long a time, 
To-day, as it hath been before said,

To-day if ye shall hear his voice,
Harden not your hearts.

8For if Joshua had given them 
rest, he would not have spoken 
afterward of another day.

9There remaineth therefore a sab-
bath rest for the people of God.

10For he that is entered into his 
rest hath himself also rested from 
his works, as God did from his.

11Let us therefore give diligence 
to enter into that rest, that no man 
fall after the same example of dis-
obedience.

12For the word of God is living, 
and active, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, and piercing 
even to the dividing of soul and 
spirit, of both joints and marrow, 
and quick to discern the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.

13And there is no creature that 
is not manifest in his sight: but 
all things are naked and laid open 
before the eyes of him with whom 
we have to do.

14Having then a great high priest, 
who hath passed through the heav-
ens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession.

15For we have not a high priest 
that cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but one 
that hath been in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin.
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them for whose sake it is also tilled, 
receiveth blessing from God:

8But if it beareth thorns and this-
tles, it is rejected and nigh unto a 
curse; whose end is to be burned.

9But, beloved, we are persuaded 
better things of you, and things 
that accompany salvation, though 
we thus speak:

10For God is not unrighteous to 
forget your work and the love which 
ye shewed toward his name, in that 
ye ministered unto the saints, and 
still do minister.

11And we desire that each one of 
you may shew the same diligence 
unto the fulness of hope even to 
the end:

12That ye be not sluggish, but imi-
tators of them who through faith 
and patience inherit the promises.

13For when God made promise to 
Abraham, since he could swear by 
none greater, he sware by himself,

14Saying, Surely blessing I will 
bless thee, and multiplying I will 
multiply thee.

15And thus, having patiently 
endured, he obtained the promise.

16For men swear by the greater: 
and in every dispute of theirs the 
oath is final for confirmation.

17Wherein God, being minded 
to shew more abundantly unto the 
heirs of the promise the immutabil-
ity of his counsel, interposed with 
an oath:

18That by two immuatable things, 
in which it is impossible for God to 
lie, we may have a strong encour-
agement, who have fled for refuge 
to lay hold of the hope set before 
us;

19Which we have as an anchor of 
the soul, a hope both sure and sted-
fast and entering into that which is 
within the veil;

seeing ye are become dull of hear-
ing.

12For when by reason of the time 
ye ought to be teachers, ye have 
need again that some one teach 
you the rudiments of the first prin-
ciples of the oracles of God; and are 
become such as have need of milk, 
and not of solid food.

13For every one that partaketh of 
milk is without experience of the 
word of righteousness; for he is a 
babe.

14But solid food is for full-grown 
men, even those who by reason of 
use have their senses exercised to 
discern good and evil.

Chapter 6
1Wherefore let us cease to speak 

of the first principles of Christ, 
and press on unto perfection; not 
laying again a foundation of repen-
tance from dead works, and of faith 
toward God,

2Of the teaching of baptisms, and 
of laying on of hands, and of resur-
rection of the dead, and of eternal 
judgement.

3And this will we do, if God 
permit.

4For as touching those who were 
once enlightened and tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and were made par-
takers of the Holy Ghost,

5And tasted the good word of 
God, and the powers of the age to 
come,

6And then fell away, it is impos-
sible to renew them again unto 
repentance; seeing they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh, 
and put him to an open shame.

7For the land which hath drunk 
the rain that cometh oft upon it, 
and bringeth forth herbs meet for 
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11Now if there was perfection 

through the Levitical priest-
hood (for under it hath the people 
received the law), what further need 
was there that another priest should 
arise after the order of Melchize-
dek, and not be reckoned after the 
order of Aaron?

12For the priesthood being 
changed, there is made of necessity 
a change also of the law.

13For he of whom these things 
are said belongeth to another tribe, 
from which no man hath given 
attendance at the altar.

14For it is evident that our Lord 
hath sprung out of Judah; as to 
which tribe Moses spake nothing 
concerning priests.

15And what we say is yet more 
abundantly evident, if after the 
likeness of Melchizedek there aris-
eth another priest, 

16Who hath been made, not after 
the law of a carnal commandment, 
but after the power of an endless 
life:

17For it is witnessed of him,
Thou art a priest for ever
After the order of Melchizedek.

18For there is a disannulling of a 
foregoing commandment because 
of its weakness and unprofitable-
ness

19(For the law made nothing per-
fect), and a bringing in thereupon 
of a better hope, through which we 
draw nigh unto God.

20And inasmuch as it is not with-
out the taking of an oath

21(For they indeed have been made 
priests without an oath; but he with 
an oath by him that saith of him,

The Lord sware and will not 
repent himself,
Thou art a priest for ever);

20Whither as a forerunner Jesus 
entered for us, having become a 
high priest for ever after the order 
of Melchizedek.

Chapter 7
1For this Melchizedek, king of 

Salem, priest of God Most High, 
who met Abraham returning from 
the slaughter of the kings, and 
blessed him,

2To whom also Abraham divided 
a tenth part of all (being first, by 
interpretation, King of righteous-
ness, and then also King of Salem, 
which is, King of peace;

3Without father, without mother, 
without genealogy, having nei-
ther beginning of days nor end of 
life, but made like unto the Son of 
God), abideth a priest continually.

4Now consider how great this 
man was, unto whom Abraham, 
the patriarch, gave a tenth out of 
the chief spoils.

5And they indeed of the sons of 
Levi that receive the priest’s office 
have commandment to take tithes 
of the people according to the law, 
that is, of their brethren, though 
these have come out of the loins of 
Abraham:

6But he whose genealogy is not 
counted from them hath taken 
tithes of Abraham, and hath blessed 
him that hath the promises.

7But without any dispute the less 
is blessed of the better.

8And here men that die receive 
tithes; but there one, of whom it is 
witnessed that he liveth.

9And, so to say, through Abra-
ham even Levi, who received tithes, 
hath paid tithes;

10For he was yet in the loins of his 
father, when Melchizedek met him.
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22By so much also hath Jesus 

become the surety of a better cov-
enant.

23And they indeed have been 
made priests many in number, 
because that by death they are hin-
dered from continuing:

24But he, because he abideth for 
ever, hath his priesthood unchange-
able.

25Wherefore also he is able to save 
to the uttermost them that draw 
near unto God through him, seeing 
he ever liveth to make intercession 
for them.

26For such a high priest became 
us, holy, guileless, undefiled, sep-
arated from sinners, and made 
higher than the heavens;

27Who needeth not daily, like 
those high priests, to offer up sacri-
fices, first for his own sins, and then 
for the sins of the people: for this 
he did once for all, when he offered 
up himself.

28For the law appointeth men 
high priests, having infirmity; but 
the word of the oath, which was 
after the law, appointeth a Son, per-
fected for evermore.

Chapter 8
1Now in the things which we 

are saying the chief point is this: 
We have such a high priest, who 
sat down on the right hand of the 
throne of the Majesty in the heav-
ens,

2A minister of the sanctuary, and 
of the true tabernacle, which the 
Lord pitched, not man.

3For every high priest is appointed 
to offer both gifts and sacrifices: 
wherefore it is necessary that this 
high priest also have somewhat to 
offer.

4Now if he were on earth, he 
would not be a priest at all, seeing 
there are those who offer the gifts 
according to the law;

5Who serve that which is a copy 
and shadow of the heavenly things, 
even as Moses is warned of God 
when he is about to make the tab-
ernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou 
make all things according to the 
pattern that was shewed thee in the 
mount.

6But now hath he obtained a 
ministry the more excellent, by 
how much also he is the mediator 
of a better covenant, which hath 
been enacted upon better promises.

7For if that first covenant had 
been faultless, then would no place 
have been sought for a second.

8For finding fault with them, he 
saith,

Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord,
That I will make a new cov-
enant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah;
9Not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers
In the day that I took them by 
the hand to lead them forth out 
of the land of Egypt;
For they continued not in my 
covenant,
And I regarded them not, saith 
the Lord.
10For this is the covenant that 
I will make with the house of 
Israel
After those days, saith the 
Lord;
I will put my laws into their 
mind,
And on their heart also will I 
write them:
And I will be to them a God, 
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7But into the second the high 

priest alone, once in the year, not 
without blood, which he offereth 
for himself, and for the errors of 
the people:

8The Holy Ghost this signifying, 
that the way into the holy place 
hath not yet been made manifest, 
while as the first tabernacle is yet 
standing;

9Which is a parable for the time 
now present; according to which 
are offered both gifts and sacri-
fices that cannot, as touching the 
conscience, make the worshipper 
perfect,

10Being only (with meats and 
drinks and divers washings) carnal 
ordinances, imposed until a time 
of reformation.

11But Christ having come a high 
priest of the good things to come, 
through the greater and more 
perfect tabernacle, not made with 
hands, that is to say, not of this 
creation,

12Nor yet through the blood 
of goats and calves, but through 
his own blood, entered in once 
for all into the holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption.

13For if the blood of goats and 
bulls, and the ashes of a heifer 
sprinkling them that have been 
defiled, sanctify unto the cleanness 
of the flesh:

14How much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself with-
out blemish unto God, cleanse 
your conscience from dead works 
to serve the living God?

15And for this cause he is the 
mediator of a new covenant, that 
a death having taken place for the 
redemption of the transgressions 

And they shall be to me a 
people:
11And they shall not teach 
every man his fellow-citizen,
And every man his brother, 
saying, Know the Lord:
For all shall know me,
From the least to the greatest 
of them.
12For I will be merciful to their 
iniquities.
And their sins will I remember 
no more.

13In that he saith, A new cove-
nant, he hath made the first old. 
But that which is becoming old 
and waxeth aged is nigh unto van-
ishing away.

Chapter 9
1Now even the first covenant had 

ordinances of divine service, and 
its sanctuary, a sanctuary of this 
world.

2For there was a tabernacle pre-
pared, the first, wherein were the 
candlestick, and the table, and 
the shewbread; which is called the 
Holy place.

3And after the second veil, the 
tabernacle which is called the Holy 
of the holies;

4Having a golden censer, and the 
ark of the covenant overlaid round 
about with gold, wherein was a 
golden pot holding the manna, 
and Aaron’s rod that budded, and 
the tables of the covenant;

5And above it cherubim of glory 
overshadowing the mercy-seat; of 
which things we cannot now speak 
severally.

6Now these things having been 
thus prepared, the priests go in 
continually into the first taberna-
cle, accomplishing the services;
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26Else must he often have suffered 

since the foundation of the world: 
but now once at the end of the ages 
hath he been manifested to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself.

27And inasmuch as it is appointed 
unto men once to die, and after this 
cometh judgement;

28So Christ also, having been 
once offered to bear the sins of 
many, shall appear a second time, 
apart from sin, to them that wait 
for him, unto salvation.

Chapter 10
1For the law having a shadow of 

the good things to come, not the 
very image of the things, they can 
never with the same sacrifices year 
by year, which they offer continu-
ally, make perfect them that draw 
nigh.

2Else would they not have ceased 
to be offered, because the worship-
pers, having been once cleansed, 
would have had no more conscience 
of sins?

3But in those sacrifices there is a 
remembrance made of sins year by 
year.

4For it is impossible that the 
blood of bulls and goats should 
take away sins.

5Wherefore when he cometh into 
the world, he saith,

Sacrifice and offering thou 
wouldest not,
but a body didst thou prepare 
for me;
6In whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices for sin thou hadst no 
pleasure:
7Then said I, Lo, I am come 
(In the roll of the book it is 
written of me)
To do thy will, O God.

that were under the first covenant, 
they that have been called may 
receive the promise of the eternal 
inheritance.

16For where a testament is, there 
must of necessity be the death of 
him that made it.

17For a testament is of force where 
there hath been death: for doth 
it ever avail while he that made it 
liveth?

18Wherefore even the first cove-
nant hath not been dedicated with-
out blood.

19For when every commandment 
had been spoken by Moses unto all 
the people according to the law, he 
took the blood of the calves and the 
goats, with water and scarlet wool 
and hyssop, and sprinkled both the 
book itself, and all the people, 

20Saying, This is the blood of the 
covenant which God commanded 
to you-ward.

21Moreover the tabernacle and all 
the vessels of the ministry he sprin-
kled in like manner with the blood.

22And according to the law, I may 
almost say, all things are cleansed 
with blood, and apart from shed-
ding of blood there is no remission.

23It was necessary therefore that 
the copies of the things in the heav-
ens should be cleansed with these; 
but the heavenly things themselves 
with better sacrifices than these.

24For Christ entered not into a 
holy place made with hands, like in 
pattern to the true; but into heaven 
itself, now to appear before the face 
of God for us:

25Nor yet that he should offer 
himself often; as the high priest 
entereth into the holy place year by 
year with blood not his own;
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20By the way which he dedi-

cated for us, a new and living way, 
through the veil, that is to say, his 
flesh;

21And having a great priest over 
the house of God;

22Let us draw near with a true 
heart in fulness of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil con-
science, and our body washed with 
pure water:

23Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope that it waver not; for he 
is faithful that promised:

24And let us consider one another 
to provoke unto love and good 
works;

25Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the custom of 
some is, but exhorting one another; 
and so much the more, as ye see the 
day drawing nigh.

26For if we sin wilfully after that 
we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, there remaineth no more 
a sacrifice for sins,

27But a certain fearful expecta-
tion of judgement, and a fierceness 
of fire which shall devour the adver-
saries.

28A man that hath set at nought 
Moses’ law dieth without compas-
sion on the word of two or three 
witnesses:

29Of how much sorer punishment, 
think ye, shall he be judged worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, wherewith 
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace?

30For we know him that said, 
Vengeance belongeth unto me, I 
will recompense. And again, The 
Lord shall judge his people. 

8Saying above, Sacrifices and 
offerings and whole burnt offerings 
and sacrifices for sin thou wouldest 
not, neither hadst pleasure therein 
(the which are offered according to 
the law),

9Then hath he said, Lo, I am 
come to do thy will. He taketh 
away the first, that he may establish 
the second.

10By which will we have been 
sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all.

11And every priest indeed standeth 
day by day ministering and offering 
oftentimes the same sacrifices, the 
which can never take away sins:

12But he, when he had offered one 
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down 
on the right hand of God;

13From henceforth expecting till 
his enemies be made the footstool 
of his feet.

14For by one offering he hath per-
fected for ever them that are sancti-
fied.

15And the Holy Ghost also 
beareth witness to us: for after he 
hath said,

16This is the covenant that I 
will make with them
After those days, saith the 
Lord;
I will put my laws on their 
heart,
And upon their mind also will 
I write them;

then saith he,
17And their sins and their iniq-
uities will I remember no more.

18Now where remission of these 
is, there is no more offering for sin.

19Having therefore, brethren, 
boldness to enter into the holy 
place by the blood of Jesus,
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through which he had witness 
borne to him that he was righteous, 
God bearing witness in respect of 
his gifts: and through it he being 
dead yet speaketh.

5By faith Enoch was translated 
that he should not see death; and he 
was not found, because God trans-
lated him: for before his translation 
he hath had witness borne to him 
that he had been well-pleasing unto 
God:

6And without faith it is impossible 
to be well-pleasing unto him: for he 
that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that seek after him.

7By faith Noah, being warned of 
God concerning things not seen as 
yet, moved with godly fear, prepared 
an ark to the saving of his house; 
through which he condemned the 
world, and became heir of the right-
eousness which is according to faith.

8By faith Abraham, when he was 
called, obeyed to go out unto a 
place which he was to receive for an 
inheritance; and he went out, not 
knowing whither he went.

9By faith he became a sojourner 
in the land of promise, as in a land 
not his own, dwelling in tents, with 
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him 
of the same promise:

10For he looked for the city which 
hath the foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God.

11By faith even Sarah herself 
received power to conceive seed 
when she was past age, since she 
counted him faithful who had 
promised:

12Wherefore also there sprang of 
one, and him as good as dead, so 
many as the stars of heaven in mul-
titude, and as the sand, which is by 
the sea shore, innumerable.

31It is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God.

32But call to remembrance the 
former days, in which, after ye were 
enlightened, ye endured a great 
conflict of sufferings;

33Partly, being made a gazing-
stock both by reproaches and afflic-
tions; and partly, becoming partak-
ers with them that were so used.

34For ye both had compassion on 
them that were in bonds, and took 
joyfully the spoiling of your posses-
sions, knowing that ye yourselves 
have a better possession and an 
abiding one.

35Cast not away therefore your 
boldness, which hath great recom-
pense of reward.

36For ye have need of patience, 
that, having done the will of God, 
ye may receive the promise.

37For yet a very little while,
He that cometh shall come, 
and shall not tarry.
38But my righteous one shall 
live by faith:
And if he shrink back, my soul 
hath no pleasure in him.

39But we are not of them that 
shrink back unto perdition; but 
of them that have faith unto the 
saving of the soul.

Chapter 11
1Now faith is the assurance of 

things hoped for, the proving of 
things not seen.

2For therein the elders had wit-
ness borne to them.

3By faith we understand that the 
worlds have been framed by the 
word of God, so that what is seen 
hath not been made out of things 
which do appear.

4By faith Abel offered unto God a 
more excellent sacrifice than Cain, 
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13These all died in faith, not 

having received the promises, but 
having seen them and greeted them 
from afar, and having confessed that 
they were strangers and pilgrims on 
the earth.

14For they that say such things 
make it manifest that they are seek-
ing after a country of their own.

15And if indeed they had been 
mindful of that country from which 
they went out, they would have had 
opportunity to return.

16But now they desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly: where-
fore God is not ashamed of them, 
to be called their God: for he hath 
prepared for them a city.

17By faith Abraham, being tried, 
offered up Isaac: yea, he that had 
gladly received the promises was 
offering up his only begotten son;

18Even he to whom it was said, In 
Isaac shall thy seed be called:

19Accounting that God is able to 
raise up, even from the dead; from 
whence he did also in a parable 
receive him back.

20By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and 
Esau, even concerning things to 
come.

21By faith Jacob, when he was a 
dying, blessed each of the sons of 
Joseph; and worshipped, leaning 
upon the top of his staff.

22By faith Joseph, when his end 
was nigh, made mention of the 
departure of the children of Israel; 
and gave commandment concern-
ing his bones.

23By faith Moses, when he was 
born, was hid three months by his 
parents, because they saw he was 
a goodly child; and they were not 
afraid of the king’s commandment.

24By faith Moses, when he was 
grown up, refused to be called the 

son of Pharaoh’s daughter;
25Choosing rather to be evil 

entreated with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for 
a season;

26Accounting the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the trea-
sures of Egypt: for he looked unto 
the recompense of reward.

27By faith he forsook Egypt, not 
fearing the wrath of the king: for he 
endured, as seeing him who is invis-
ible.

28By faith he kept the passover, 
and the sprinkling of the blood, that 
the destroyer of the firstborn should 
not touch them.

29By faith they passed through the 
Red sea as by dry land: which the 
Egyptians assaying to do were swal-
lowed up.

30By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
down, after they had been com-
passed about for seven days.

31By faith Rahab the harlot per-
ished not with them that were dis-
obedient, having received the spies 
with peace.

32And what shall I more say? for the 
time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah; of David 
and Samuel and the prophets:

33Who through faith subdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 
obtained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions,

34Quenched the power of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, from 
weakness were made strong, waxed 
mighty in war, turned to flight 
armies of aliens.

35Women received their dead by 
a resurrection: and others were tor-
tured, not accepting their deliver-
ance; that they might obtain a better 
resurrection:



30

The Epistle to the Hebrews

Nor faint when thou art 
reproved of him;
6For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth,
And scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth.

7It is for chastening that ye 
endure; God dealeth with you as 
with sons; for what son is there 
whom his father chasteneth not?

8But if ye are without chasten-
ing, whereof all have been made 
partakers, then are ye bastards, 
and not sons.

9Furthermore, we had the fathers 
of our flesh to chasten us, and we 
gave them reverence: shall we not 
much rather be in subjection unto 
the Father of spirits, and live?

10For they verily for a few days 
chastened us as seemed good to 
them; but he for our profit, that we 
may be partakers of his holiness.

11All chastening seemeth for 
the present to be not joyous, but 
grievous: yet afterward it yieldeth 
peaceable fruit unto them that 
have been exercised thereby, even 
the fruit of righteousness.

12Wherefore lift up the hands 
that hang down, and the palsied 
knees;

13And make straight paths for 
your feet, that that which is lame 
be not turned out of the way, but 
rather be healed.

14Follow after peace with all men, 
and the sanctification without 
which no man shall see the Lord:

15Looking carefully lest there be 
any man that falleth short of the 
grace of God; lest any root of bit-
terness springing up trouble you, 
and thereby the many be defiled;

16Lest there be any fornicator, 
or profane person, as Esau, who 

36And others had trial of mock-
ings and scourgings, yea, moreover 
of bonds and imprisonment:

37They were stoned, they were 
sawn asunder, they were tempted, 
they were slain with the sword: they 
went about in sheepskins, in goat-
skins; being destitute, afflicted, evil 
entreated

38(Of whom the world was not 
worthy), wandering in deserts and 
mountains and caves, and the holes 
of the earth.

39And these all, having had wit-
ness borne to them through their 
faith, received not the promise,

40God having provided some 
better thing concerning us, that 
apart from us they should not be 
made perfect.

Chapter 12
1Therefore let us also, seeing we 

are compassed about with so great 
a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before 
us,

2Looking unto Jesus the author 
and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising shame, 
and hath sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.

3For consider him that hath 
endured such gainsaying of sinners 
against themselves, that ye wax not 
weary, fainting in your souls.

4Ye have not yet resisted unto 
blood, striving against sin:

5And ye have forgotten the exhor-
tation, which reasoneth with you as 
with sons,

My son, regard not lightly the 
chastening of the Lord,
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saying, Yet once more will I make 
to tremble not the earth only, but 
also the heaven.

27And this word, Yet once more, 
signifieth the removing of those 
things that are shaken, as of things 
that have been made, that those 
things which are not shaken may 
remain.

28Wherefore, receiving a king-
dom that cannot be shaken, let us 
have grace, whereby we may offer 
service well-pleasing to God with 
reverence and awe:

29For our God is a consuming 
fire.

Chapter 13
1Let love of the brethren con-

tinue.
2Forget not to shew love unto 

strangers: for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares.

3Remember them that are in 
bonds, as bound with them; them 
that are evil entreated, as being 
yourselves also in the body.

4Let marriage be had in honour 
among all, and let the bed be 
undefiled: for fornicators and adul-
terers God will judge.

5Be ye free from the love of 
money; content with such things 
as ye have: for himself hath said, 
I will in no wise fail thee, neither 
will I in any wise forsake thee.

6So that with good courage we 
say,

The Lord is my helper; I will 
not fear:
What shall man do unto me?

7Remember them that had the 
rule over you, which spake unto 
you the word of God; and consid-
ering the issue of their life, imitate 
their faith.

for one mess of meat sold his own 
birthright.

17For ye know that even when 
he afterward desired to inherit 
the blessing, he was rejected (for 
he found no place of repentance), 
though he sought it diligently 
with tears.

18For ye are not come unto a 
mount that might be touched, and 
that burned with fire, and unto 
blackness, and darkness, and tem-
pest,

19And the sound of a trumpet, 
and the voice of words; which 
voice they that heard intreated that 
no word more should be spoken 
unto them:

20For they could not endure that 
which was enjoined, If even a beast 
touch the mountain, it shall be 
stoned;

21And so fearful was the appear-
ance, that Moses said, I exceed-
ingly fear and quake:

22But ye are come unto mount 
Zion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to innumerable hosts of angels,

23To the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn who are 
enrolled in heaven, and to God the 
Judge of all, and to the spirits of 
just men made perfect,

24And to Jesus the mediator of 
a new covenant, and to the blood 
of sprinkling that speaketh better 
than that of Abel.

25See that ye refuse not him that 
speaketh. For if they escaped not, 
when they refused him that warned 
them on earth, much more shall 
not we escape, who turn away from 
him that warneth from heaven:

26Whose voice then shook the 
earth: but now he hath promised, 
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The Epistle to the Hebrews
8Jesus Christ is the same yester-

day and to-day, yea and for ever.
9Be not carried away by divers and 

strange teachings: for it is good that 
the heart be stablished by grace; not 
by meats, wherein they that occu-
pied themselves were not profited.

10We have an altar, whereof they 
have no right to eat which serve the 
tabernacle.

11For the bodies of those beasts, 
whose blood is brought into the 
holy place by the high priest as an 
offering for sin, are burned without 
the camp.

12Wherefore Jesus also, that he 
might sanctify the people through 
his own blood, suffered without 
the gate.

13Let us therefore go forth unto 
him without the camp, bearing his 
reproach.

14For we have not here an abid-
ing city, but we seek after the city 
which is to come.

15Through him then let us offer 
up a sacrifice of praise to God con-
tinually, that is, the fruit of lips 
which make confession to his name.

16But to do good and to commu-
nicate forget not: for with such sac-
rifices God is well pleased.

17Obey them that have the rule 
over you, and submit to them: for 
they watch in behalf of your souls, 
as they that shall give account; that 
they may do this with joy, and not 
with grief: for this were unprofit-
able for you.

18Pray for us: for we are per-
suaded that we have a good con-
science, desiring to live honestly in 
all things.

19And I exhort you the more 
exceedingly to do this, that I may 
be restored to you the sooner.

20Now the God of peace, who 
brought again from the dead the 
great shepherd of the sheep with 
the blood of the eternal covenant, 
even our Lord Jesus,

21Make you perfect in every good 
thing to do his will, working in 
us that which is well-pleasing in 
his sight, through Jesus Christ; to 
whom be the glory for ever and 
ever. Amen.

22But I exhort you, brethren, bear 
with the word of exhortation: for I 
have written unto you in few words.

23Know ye that our brother Tim-
othy hath been set at liberty; with 
whom, if he come shortly, I will see 
you.

24Salute all them that have the 
rule over you, and all the saints. 
They of Italy salute you.

25Grace be with you all. Amen.
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Introduction

Before we enter upon the study of our epistle, there are some 
questions on which it is desirable to shed some light. It is 
good to know what can be told as to its author, the church 

to which it was addressed, the object the author had in view, and 
the plan he adopted to attain that object. The reader then knows 
something of what he is to expect and has a point of view suggested 
from which to overlook the whole.

The Author of the Epistle
From the very earliest times there have been some among the 

church fathers who maintained that the epistle was written by Paul, 
while those who held another view admitted that they had no deci-
sive evidence to offer to disprove his authorship. All admit that the 
literary style is not found in Paul’s writings. Some say that the sub-
stance of the teaching differs, too, and that the great truth that he 
had been set apart to announce—that the Gentiles are fellow heirs of 
the same body—is entirely missing from the text. The epistle speaks 
as if salvation was for the Jew only; it is absolutely silent as to the exis-
tence of a heathen or Christian world outside the church it addresses.

On the other hand, it may be said that the epistle contains so 
much of what had been specially revealed to Paul more than to others 
concerning the fulfillment of the Law in Christ and its passing away, 



The Holiest of All
34

concerning the glory of Christ seated on the throne of heaven, and 
concerning the power of faith alone, that it is almost impossible not 
to recognize Paul’s spirit in its teaching. What adds special weight 
to this view is that, while from the style it is certain that it cannot 
be the work of any other of our Bible writers, it appears strange that 
the history of the church does not even mention the name of a man 
who had been favored with such special revelations from God as the 
epistle bears witness to.

The difficulty has led from the earliest times to the supposi-
tion that either Paul wrote the letter to the Hebrews in their tongue 
and that we only have it in the Greek translation, or that he gave 
the substance of its contents to someone who gave expression to 
them in his own praticular style. The names of Barnabas, Luke (to 
whose style in the Acts there is considerable resemblance), Aquila, 
Apollos the Alexandrian (eloquent and mighty in the Scriptures), 
and Clement of Rome have all been suggested. There is such an 
entire absence of material for forming a decision that we are com-
pelled to rest in the certainty that the name of the author cannot be 
known. All the more, we praise God that we know for certain that 
the Holy Spirit spoke in him who wrote and that it is He who has 
given us, through the epistle, one of the deepest and fullest revela-
tions that the Bible contains of the counsel of redemption and the 
glory of the Son who makes us partakers of it.

To Whom the Epistle Was Written
The Jews had the name of Hebrews from Abraham, who, in 

Genesis 14:13, is spoken of as “the Hebrew.” It was counted a title 
of honor, as we see in Paul’s, “a Hebrew of the Hebrews” (Philippians 
3:5). Some have thought that, because no special place or church 
is mentioned, it was meant for all Christians among the Jews. But 
expressions such as “Pray that I may be restored to you the sooner” 
and “With Timothy, if he come shortly, I will see you” (see Hebrews 
13:19, 23), compel us to think of some special community. The 
most probable view is that it was addressed, in the first place, to 
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the Christians in Jerusalem. From Acts 21:20, we know that there 
were many thousands of them. These Christians, while believing in 
Christ, yet clung to the temple and its worship. Nowhere were they 
in greater danger of yielding to the temptation of conformity to the 
spirit of the world around them and losing the boldness and bright-
ness of their Christian life. And nowhere would there be better 
opportunity of securing the widest possible circulation of the letter 
through all the scattered Christian churches among the Jews.

The Object of the Epistle
What was it that led the writer to take his pen? The epistle 

itself gives us the answer. The religious state of those to whom it 
was addressed was far from right or satisfactory. Some had grown 
“slothful” (Hebrews 6:12 kjv), were not giving “earnest heed” (2:1), 
and were “neglect[ing] [the] great salvation” (2:3). They were 
no longer “hold[ing] fast [their] profession” (4:14; 10:23 kjv) or 
“confidence” (3:6 kjv). The Christian life was feeble and ready to 
die. Others had gone back, were in danger of coming short of the 
promises (4:1), and, yielding to willful sin, “draw[ing] back unto 
perdition” (10:39 kjv). Still others were in danger of refusing Him 
who speaks from heaven (10:25) and giving up their faith in Jesus. 
Expressions such as we have quoted, and others, clearly indicate 
that there had been much backsliding and that the church was in a 
state that needed a most solemn and pointed warning.

Great stress, or emphasis, has been laid upon the difficulties 
that arose in the mind of the Hebrews from the circumstances in 
which they were placed. They had hoped that their countrymen 
would speedily accept the Messiah, but they had been disappointed 
in this matter. They still clung to the old worship but, more and 
more, felt that, as suspected and despised as they were, they could 
no longer be at home there. The prophecies appeared to fail them, 
both in regard to the power with which Christ should reign and the 
blessing He would bestow. To meet these difficulties, it is said, the 
epistle seeks to open up the true glory of the religion of Christ and 
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to show that all that they lost in the old worship was a hundredfold 
restored in the “something better” (11:40) God had now provided. 
It seeks to solve the problem that troubled them in the light of the 
Gospel.

There is doubtless a measure of truth in this view, and yet, the 
more I study the epistle, the more confident I feel that this was not 
the chief trouble. I believe the main difficulty lay in the want of 
religious earnestness. Their case was very much what has been the 
story of almost every church and what marks the state of the greater 
part of Christendom in the present day.

Our author took up his pen to meet this spirit of backsliding, 
to warn against the disease and its danger, and to make known 
the infallible cure. He saw that the one cause of all feebleness and 
faithlessness was this: the want of knowledge and faith of what 
Christ and His salva tion truly are. He set himself to show them 
how wonderfully, and how divinely, all the prophecies and types of 
the Old Testament have their fulfillment in the salvation that the 
Son of God has wrought for us. He unceasingly placed their weak-
ness and Christ’s person side by side: He was sure that, if they only 
knew Christ, all would be well.

The Plan of the Epistle
In what way did the writer propose to attain his object? In the 

opening verses we find the substance of his whole argument. God, 
who spoke to the fathers through the prophets, has now spoken 
to us through the Son. There have been two revelations of God 
to man. The first was through men; the second, through the Son. 
As much more glorious as God’s Son is than His servants, the new 
revelation has as much more of life and of glory than the old. The 
writer not only wrote to prove the superiority of the new above the 
old but also to show specially what intrinsic excellence gives it that 
superiority. Both faith and experience will find their strength in 
the knowledge of its excellence. The contents of the epistle, taking 
its doctrinal and practical aspect together, may be summarized as 



Andrew Murray
37

follows: the knowledge of the Son of God and the power of the 
Christian life.

The epistle is divided into two parts. In the first part, the 
doctrinal half (1:1–10:18), we have the glory of the person and 
work of Christ set forth. In the second part, or practical half 
(10:19–13:25), the life that the knowledge of Christ and His 
salvation will enable us to live is described.

I have had the epistle printed at the beginning of the book, 
with the view of inviting and helping the reader to make himself 
master of the writing as a whole. It is of great consequence that 
the student of God’s word should not only seek his edification 
from individual texts or passages but that each book should be 
to him a living and connected organism, all alive with the Spirit 
that dwells in it. The more we thus take time and trouble to 
accept the great thoughts of God, the more our lives will be 
brought to that unity and breadth, in which the purpose of God 
will be perfectly fulfilled.

The first three verses give us the summary of the doctrinal 
part.

Then follow twelve sections.

1. Christ, as Son of God, is more than the angels (1:4–
14).

2. Jesus, as Son of Man, is more than the angels, too. 
Reasons for His being made lower than the angels 
are given (2:5–18).

3. Christ Jesus is more than Moses (3:1–6).
4. Jesus, our High Priest, is more than Aaron (4:14–

5:10).
5. The new priesthood after the order of Melchizedek 

is described (chapter 7).
6. The new sanctuary and the new covenant are 

explained (chapter 8).
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7. The power of Christ’s blood to inaugurate the new sanc-
tuary and the new covenant are set forth (chapter 9).

8. The new way into the Holiest is shown (10:1–18).

Here commences the second section, the practical half, with 
its call to a life corresponding to our privileges.

9. Of entering the Holiest and dwelling there (10:19–25).
10. Of the fullness of faith (11:1–40).
11. Of the patience of hope (12:1–13).
12. Of love and good works (13:1–25).

In this summary of contents, I have not taken up the passages 
containing the solemn warnings by which the epistle is character-
ized. They are so inserted that they could in each case be left out, 
without the argument suffering. In some cases, the connection 
would in fact be clearer. I have had this indicated in the printing 
because I am sure that it is of importance, if we are to thoroughly 
master the lesson given us, that we fully apprehend the danger that 
threatened and, in some right measure, see how the only deliver-
ance for Christians from all that weakens and hinders them is the 
full knowledge of the person and work of Jesus.

The Warnings
1. After the proof of Christ being more than the angels, 

the writer reminds us not to “neglect so great salvation” 
(2:1–4).

2. After the proof of Christ being more than Moses, the 
writer reminds us not to come short of the promised 
rest, like Israel did in the wilderness (3:7–4:13).

3. After the mention of Christ being more than Aaron, 
the writer warns us against the danger of sloth, stand-
ing still, and falling away (5:11–6:20).

4. After the call to enter the opened Holiest, the writer 
warns us against sinning willfully and drawing back to 
perdition (10:26–39).



Andrew Murray
39

5. After the exhortation to patience, the writer warns us 
against falling short of the grace of God and refusing 
Him who speaks (12:14–29).

The deeper our impression is of the danger that existed, the 
clearer will be our insight into the truth that the only source of 
health and strength to the church is the knowledge of Christ Jesus.

The Epistles and the Church of Our Days
There is one more point in which an introduction can help the 

reader. It is to suggest the way in which a book addresses the special 
needs of our present times.

In the Christian church of our day, the number of members 
whose experience corresponds exactly to what the epistle pictures 
and seeks to meet is very large. How many Christians are there yet 
who, after the profession of faith in Christ, come to a standstill? 
“Taking more abundant heed to what they hear” (2:1); “giving 
diligence to enter into the rest of God”; “pressing on unto perfec-
tion” (6:1); “run[ning] with patience the race” (12:1)—these are 
the things that are so little found. So many rest contented with 
the thought that their sins are pardoned and that they are in the 
path of life. However, they know nothing of a personal attachment 
to Christ as their leader or of a faith that lives in the invisible and 
walks with God.

With many, this is the consequence of hopelessness that came 
from failure of their utmost efforts to live as they desired. They 
struggled in their own strength, they did not know Christ as the 
secret of strength, and then they lost heart and went back. The pro-
fession of faith is not cast away and religious habits are kept up, but 
there is nothing to show that these men and women have entered 
or are seeking to enter the Holiest to dwell there. The power of 
the world, the spirit of its literature, the temptations of business 
and pleasure—all of these unite to make up a religion in which it 
is sought to combine a comfortable hope for the future with the 
least possible amount of sacrifice in the present. The epistle, with 
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its warnings, is indeed a mirror in which the church of the present 
day may see itself.

But it is a mirror, too, thank God, in which we can see the 
glory of Jesus on the throne of heaven, in the power that can make 
our heart and life heavenly, too. What the Hebrews needed is what 
we need today. Salvation is not in ourselves or in our efforts but 
only in Christ Jesus. To see Him, to consider Him, and to look 
to Him as He lives in heaven—these will bring healing. As little 
as the Hebrews—with the Old Testament, its God-given law, its 
temple service, and its prophecy—could withstand the temptation 
to wax weary and grow faint can the New Testament—with a sound 
church and church doctrine, and its religious services—give us the 
true life and power of godliness. It is Jesus Christ alone whom we 
must know better. It is He who lives today in heaven; who can lead 
us into the heavenly sanctuary and keep us there; and who can 
give heaven into our heart and life. The knowledge of Jesus in His 
heavenly glory and His saving power—it is this that our churches 
and our Christians need. It is this that the epistle will bring us, if 
we yield to that Spirit who speaks in it to reveal it in us.

It is, therefore, with great confidence that I invite all who long 
for the rest of God, for a life in the holiest of God’s love, for the 
fullness of faith and hope and love to take up the study of the epis-
tle with the confident assurance of finding, in its revelation of what 
Christ and His salvation are, the deliverance from sin and sloth and 
the joy and the strength of a new life.
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The Theme—Hebrews 1:1–3

The Glory of The son 
in his Person AnD work

One

The Son—In Whom 
God Has Spoken

God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the 
prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at 

the end of these days spoken unto us in his Son.
—Hebrews 1:1–2

God has spoken! This is the magnificent portal by which we 
enter the temple where God is to reveal His glory to us! 
We are at once brought into the presence of God Himself. 

The one object of the epistle is to lead us to God, to reveal God, 
to bring us into contact with Himself. Man was created for God. 
Sin separated us from God. Man feels his need and seeks for God. 
This epistle comes with the gospel message of redemption, to teach 
us where and how to find God. Let all who thirst for God, for the 
living God, draw nigh and listen.

God has spoken! Speaking is the vehicle of fellowship. It is a 
proof that the speaker considers the one he addresses as capable 
of fellowship with himself, a token that he longs for that fellow-
ship. Man was created for fellowship with God; sin interrupted it. 
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Nature speaks of God and His work; but of Himself, His heart, 
and His thoughts of love toward us as sinners, nature cannot tell. 
In his deepest misery, man seeks for God—but how often, to all 
appearance, in vain. But, God be praised, this seeking in vain is not 
for always. The silence has been broken. God calls man back to fel-
lowship with Himself. God has spoken!

God has spoken! For a time, He spoke imperfectly and pro-
visionally in the prophets, in preparation for the more perfect 
revelation of Himself. But now, at length, the joyful tidings are 
heard—God has spoken in His Son! God—the infinite, incompre-
hensible, unseen One—has spoken! And that, in His Son! Oh, the 
joy and the glory! Who can measure it? “Hear, O heavens, and give 
ear, O earth, for the Lord hath spoken” (Isaiah 1:2).

God has spoken! When man speaks, it is the revelation of him-
self, to make known the otherwise hidden thoughts and dispositions 
of his heart. When God—who dwells in light that is inaccessible—
speaks out of the heights of His glory, it is so that He may reveal 
Himself. He would have us know how He loves us and longs for 
us, how He wants to save and to bless, how He would have us draw 
nigh and live in fellowship with Himself.

God has spoken in His Son! The ministry of angels and proph-
ets were only to prepare the way. These never could satisfy the heart 
either of God or man. The real power of the life of God, the full 
experience of His nearness, the true deliverance from sin, the shed-
ding abroad of the love in the heart—these could not be communi-
cated by the ministry of creatures. The Son Himself had to come as 
the Word of God to us, the bearer of the life and love of the Father. 
The Son Himself had to come to bring us into living contact with 
the Divine Being; to dwell in our hearts, as He dwells in God’s 
heart; to be God’s Word in us as He is in God; and so to give us the 
living experience of what it means that God speaks to us.

God has spoken! The words of a man carry weight according 
to the idea I have of his wisdom, his veracity, his power, and his 
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love. The words of God! Oh, who can express what they ought to 
be worth to us! Each word carries with it all the life of God, all His 
saving power and love. God speaking in His Son! Surely they who 
have begun to know Him will be ready to cast aside everything for 
the sake of hearing Him.

God has spoken! The words of men have often exerted a won-
derful and mighty influence. But the words of God—they are cre-
ative deeds, they give what they speak. “For he spake, and it was 
done” (Psalm 33:9). When God speaks in His Son, He gives Him 
to us—not only for us and with us but also in us. He speaks the 
Son out of the depth of His heart into the depths of our hearts. 
Men’s words appeal to the mind or the will, the feelings or the pas-
sions. God speaks to what is deeper than all: the heart, that central 
depth within us where dwell the issues of life. Let us believe the 
mighty, quickening power that God’s word will have.

God has spoken! Speaking claims hearing. God asks but one 
thing—it is so simple and right—and that is that we would listen. 
Will we not hearken, in holy reverence and worship, with whole-
hearted attention and surrender to what He would say to us in 
this epistle, too? We, too, will know the power and the joy of God 
speaking to us in His Son. God is a Spirit. As such, He has no other 
way of communicating to us His life or His love except by enter-
ing our spirit and dwelling and working there. There, He causes 
Christ to dwell. And there, He speaks to us, in Christ, these words 
of redeeming love and power, which bring life to us. The words of 
Christ can bring us no profit, except as they unfold to us what God 
is working in us and as they direct us to what is to be revealed in 
our hearts. It is the heart that God wants. Let us open the whole 
heart to listen and to long.

God has spoken in His Son! The living Jesus—come forth 
from the fiery furnace of God’s holiness, from the burning glow of 
everlasting love—He Himself is the living Word. Let us seek in the 
study of this epistle, in which His glory is so wondrously revealed, 
to come into contact with Him, to receive Him into our hearts, 
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and to take Him as our life, that He may bring us to the Father. In 
the beginning, God spoke, “Let there be light: and there was light” 
(Genesis 1:3). Even so, now He speaks with creative power in His 
Son, and the presence and the light of Christ become the life and 
the light of the soul.

Chapter Notes...
1. What trouble people take to learn a foreign language, 
to have access to its writers. Let no trouble be too great to 
understand the language of God, His Word, and His Son. To 
learn a foreign language, I get someone who knows it to teach 
me. The language of God is heavenly, spiritual, supernatu-
ral—altogether divine; only the Holy Spirit can teach me to 
understand it and to think God’s own thoughts. Let me take 
Him as my teacher.

2. “And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him” (Gen-
esis 17:3). As personally and directly, even more wonderfully 
and effectually, will God speak to me in His Son; but deep, 
holy reverence, and an intense desire to know what God says, 
must be the spirit in which I study the epistle and hearken to 
the blessed Son.

3. “Heavenly truth is nowhere spoken but by the voice of 
Christ, nor heard but by the power of Christ, living in the 
hearer.”* “He that is of God heareth God’s words” (John 8:47 
kjv). Only he who yields himself to the new nature can truly 
know what God’s speaking in Christ is.

4. During Christ’s life, the word of God was thrice heard. 
Each time, it was “This is my beloved Son: hear him” (Luke 9:35 
kjv) and “I have glorified thee” (John 17:4 kjv). Let us allow 
God to speak this one word into our hearts—“My beloved Son.” 
O my God! Speak to me in Thy Son. Oh, speak that one word 
out of the depth of Thy heart into the depth of my heart.

* William Law, M.A., A Collection of Letters on the Most Interesting and Impor-
tant Subjects, and on Several Occasions (London: J. Richardson, Pater-Noster 
Row, 1760). <http://www.ccel.org/l/law/letters/let.RTF> 


