






Publisher’s note:
This new edition from Whitaker House has been updated for the modern 

reader. Words, expressions, and sentence structure have been revised for clarity 
and readability.

Unless otherwise indicates, all Scripture quotations are taken from the King 
James Version of the Holy Bible. Scripture quotations marked (nkjv) are 

taken from the New King James Version, © 1979, 1980, 1982, 1984 by Thomas 
Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Boldface type in the Scripture quotations indicates the author’s emphasis.

RAISING YOUR CHILDREN FOR CHRIST
Previously published with the title

How to Bring Your Children to Christ

ISBN: 978-1-62911-783-6
eBook ISBN: 978-1-62911-074-5

Printed in the United States of America
© 1984 by Whitaker House

Whitaker House
1030 Hunt Valley Circle

New Kensington, PA 15068
www.whitakerhouse.com

No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronic or mechanical—including photocopying, recording, or by any 
information storage and retrieval system—without permission in writing from 

the publisher. 
Please direct your inquiries to permissionseditor@whitakerhouse.com.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11       24 23 22 21 20 19 18 17



CONTENTS

Preface .........................................................................................................7

 1. The Family as God Created It ......................................................8

 2. The Family: Heaven or Hell .......................................................11

 3. The Family: God’s Instrument ...................................................15

 4. The Child of the Covenant .........................................................19

 5. The Promise of the Covenant .....................................................22

 6. The Faithful Parent .....................................................................26

 7. The Child’s Surety .......................................................................30

 8. The Parent’s Faith ........................................................................34

 9. Household Salvation ...................................................................38

 10. The Priest in the Home ...............................................................42

 11. Give God Your Best .....................................................................46

 12. Children and the Sabbath ...........................................................51

 13. The Children’s Commandment..................................................55

 14. Instructing Your Children ..........................................................60

 15. A Christian Home .......................................................................64

 16. Committed Christian Parents ...................................................68

 17. Your Child, God’s Possession ....................................................73

 18. Why Parents Fail .........................................................................77

 19. The Parent as Intercessor ............................................................81

 20. Raising a Good Child ..................................................................84

 21. Forming Habits in Your Child ...................................................88

 22. The Child’s Will and Conscience ..............................................92

 23. God’s Spirit in Your Child ..........................................................96

 24. From Generation to Generation ..............................................100

 25. Your Child, God’s Prophet .......................................................104

 26. The Heavenly and the Earthly Father .....................................108

 27. Children of the Kingdom..........................................................112



 28. A Mother’s Persevering Prayer ................................................116

 29. Keeping the Childlike Spirit ................................................... 120

 30. Bring Your Child to Jesus .........................................................124

 31. Your Faith and Your Child’s Salvation .................................. 128

 32. The Expectant Mother ..............................................................132

 33. A Mother’s Surrender ...............................................................136

 34. A Mother’s Joy ............................................................................140

 35. A Child Like Jesus .....................................................................144

 36. Faith in the Home .....................................................................147

 37. When a Child Dies ....................................................................151

 38. The Widow and Her Children ................................................155

 39. When Your Child is Sick ..........................................................159

 40. Feed My Lambs ..........................................................................163

 41. The Holy Spirit in the Family ..................................................168

 42. The Parent’s Example ................................................................172

 43. Holy Parents—Holy Children ................................................176

 44. The Reign of Love ......................................................................180

 45. Training Children for the Lord................................................185

 46. Why Children are Not Saved ..................................................189

 47. Children and Scripture .............................................................193

 48. Believing Children .....................................................................198

 49. I and the Children .................................................................... 202

 50. Principles of Training for Parents .......................................... 206

About the Author ................................................................................. 208



7

PREFACE

To all parents who long to have their homes truly consecrated to 
God, His Word has a message of comfort and strength. It is this: God 
is willing to be the God of your home, and with His divine power to 
do more than you can ask and think. If you will open your heart in 
faith, God will prove Himself to be for your home all He has been to 
you personally.

First, you must know what He has promised to be and to do as the 
God of your children. Parents must surrender themselves in faith and 
obedience. You must expect and accept all that God has promised, and 
do all that He has commanded. This surrender of faith must definitely 
take place with regard to the family.

As a parent I put myself and my children into God’s hands, believing 
that He will fulfill His promise and immediately take control. I confess 
that I have prevented God from working through me as He would like to 
for my home. I yield myself to be His loving, obedient servant. Humbly 
but trustingly I say, “O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my 
house with a perfect heart” (Ps. 101:2).

I trust that this book will help parents to meditate on God’s pur-
pose for the family. As we study the mind and plan of God, your faith 
will grow. Its power will be manifested both in ourselves and those for 
whom we are believing.

May this book be used to make our glorious God better known 
as the God of families. May this knowledge strengthen many parents’ 
hearts to greater faith and a more complete consecration of their home 
life to God.

—Andrew Murray
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1
THE FAMILY AS GOD CREATED IT

God created man in his own image, in the image of God created 
he him; male and female created he them.  

And God blessed them, and God said unto them,  
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 

—Genesis 1:27–28

God created man to reveal to the universe His own glory and per-
fection. Man was to resemble God in certain ways. In all he was and 
did on earth, man was to prove that he was indeed created in God’s 
image and after His likeness.

The traits of that likeness were unique and wonderful. In the 
dominion he was to have over the earth, man was to exhibit the power 
of God as King and Ruler of the universe. With the great mind that 
man had been given for this work, the image of God as all-wise was 
to be seen. In man’s moral powers there was to be some reflection of 
God’s righteousness and holiness.

God Is Love
One trait of God’s character remained to be set forth: God is love. 

God lives not for Himself alone, but finds all His blessing in imparting 
His own life to others. The Son of His love was begotten of the Father 
from eternity. In the Son, God has filled the universe with human 
beings, so that the fullness of His love might flow out from them. As 
the Loving One, He is the fountain of life. As the Living One, He is 
the fountain of love. In the same way, man may have this image of 
God, so that his whole life may be a life of love. Man can then give life 
to those he loves.

In the home on earth, in the love of husband and wife, of parent 
and child, God wanted to reflect the love of the Father’s home in 
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heaven. The deepest secrets of the life of the Godhead in the fellow-
ship of the Father and the Son could then be seen on earth.

It is to this last and highest trait of the image of divine perfection—
man showing forth the mystery and joy of a life in love—that we want 
to draw special attention. Because God is love, He needs to have some 
worthy object on whom His love can rest. Because He is God, the only 
and all-perfect One, His Son must be the only One, the Father’s image, 
and the Heir of all things. Before the world began, from eternity, God 
was in Him. In God’s Fatherhood of Christ, His perfection is revealed 
to us.

The Fatherhood of God
Man was created after the image of God that was seen in Christ. 

When man had fallen, Christ came to take us up into fellowship with 
Himself, to give us a share in His sonship and heirship, to make us, 
too, the children of God. In His life given to us in salvation, we, too, 
become the sons of God. The Fatherhood of God is the summing up 
of the mystery and glory of the Divine Being.

The father of the family on earth is to have the image and likeness 
of the Divine Father. The father reflects God’s image in the life he 
imparts to his child and in the loving care he shows. It is in love and 
trust and obedience that family life on earth reflects the image of the 
heavenly. In the light of this divine origin and purpose of the family, 
we can better understand and value our relationship with our chil-
dren. On the other hand, our relationship with them will strengthen 
our obedience and our confidence toward the Father in heaven. Every 
experience of the love and blessing of a home on earth is a ladder by 
which to rise up and get nearer to the great Father-heart in heaven. “In 
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). The two 
correspond to each other—the home in heaven is the original of the 
home on earth.

God’s Plan for the Family
The establishment of a home of love like that in heaven was to have 

been the highest privilege of man. However, sin came in and brought 
about man’s ruin. The father makes the child a partaker of a sinful 
nature, and the father himself feels too sinful to be a blessing to his 
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child. Then, the home too often becomes the path not to heaven, but to 
hell. But what sin destroys, grace restores! God’s grace points back to 
the restoration of what He intended at creation. It was God’s plan for 
the family, with its love and its training of the children, to reflect the 
fellowship of God’s home and the love of the Father in heaven.

Every parent who is aware of his own shortcomings and longs 
for wisdom and grace must look back to the heavenly origin of family 
life. The God who created it has also redeemed it and makes it new. 
He watches over each family with tender interest, and gives His own 
Father-love to every parent who desires to be the minister of His holy 
purpose.

If this is your desire, begin by making God’s thought your thought. 
Begin to see parenthood and the family on earth as the image and the 
likeness of the heavenly original. Look to God as the author of your 
family life, and count on Him to give you all that is needed to make it 
what it should be. Let His Father-heart and His Father-love be your 
security. As you trust in His adoring love, the assurance will grow that 
He will enable you to make your home the bright reflection of His 
own.

A Parent’s Prayer
Lord God, You have made me a parent and given me a child 
of my own. I humbly confess that the perfect love and joy of 
heaven has not been reflected in my home. I have failed to 
understand my calling as a parent. Father, forgive me. I ask 
You to guide and to help me in the study of Your holy Word. 
Help me to realize Your purposes for me as a parent. Teach 
me to know You as the perfect Father. As I study Your exam-
ple as the divine Parent, make me to be a true parent to my 
child. Let Your love and blessing rest on our home. Amen.


