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FOREWORD

Many years ago, a friend asked me if I had a personal growth plan. At 
the time, I didn’t even know that was something people designed for 

themselves. Were we supposed to formulate a plan for our personal de-
velopment? Didn’t positive growth just happen as we went along in life? 
Didn’t we automatically mature with experience and age?

My friend’s question set me on a new course in my life. I realized that 
if I was going to grow personally and professionally, I needed to become in-
tentional about it. Since that time, I have been an avid student of personal 
development. I have benefitted in a multitude of ways from designing and 
following my own growth plan. But I have also seen how being purposeful 
about growth has transformed the lives of scores of people to whom I’ve 
had the privilege to teach life and leadership principles that I’ve learned 
and refined over the years. I’ve watched how their scope and influence have 
expanded and how their potential has been realized and borne fruit.

Intentionally focusing on personal and professional development en-
ables us to discover our true purpose in life. To refine our gifts and skills. To 
see our dreams become reality. To accomplish our plans and goals. To de-
velop our leadership ability. To live with greater internal integrity. What’s 
more, as we focus on improving our own lives, we naturally influence the 
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people and environments around us. We grow from our connections and 
interactions with others and learn how to build a better life together.

Power Principles: The Benefits of a Wisdom-Driven Life, by my friend 
Dale Bronner, presents a wide-ranging personal and professional growth 
plan in a single volume based on wisdom as the foundation for our lives. 
And what better foundation for personal development can we have than 
one built on time-tested wisdom applied to all areas of life? This book is 
packed with principles and insights for developing your full potential. It 
is the product of Dale’s decades of personal experience, purposeful study, 
and application of what makes our lives successful, meaningful, and 
prosperous. 

I have known Dale and his wife, Nina, for many years. Dale serves on 
the board of directors of my nonprofit organization EQUIP, which trains 
and mobilizes Christian leaders to impact families, organizations, commu-
nities, and nations around the world. We have spent much time together, 
and I know that he lives out the principles offered in this book.

To me, there’s no goal more significant than helping people understand 
their purpose and potential. No matter what your personal or professional 
background, Power Principles will lead you into the benefits of wise and 
successful living as Dale discusses such topics as purpose, vision, process, 
planning, habits, relationships, mentorship, finances, attitudes, balance, 
resilience after failure, and leaving a strong legacy. He concludes with 
guidelines for continuing to pursue and apply wisdom as a lifelong quest 
with all the resources available to us.

You can lead a successful and fulfilling life while making a difference 
in the lives of those around you. But you do need to be purposeful about 
it—you do need a clear plan. Dale Bronner has provided you with a solid 
foundation for that plan in Power Principles. Absorb it. Follow it. Let it take 
you to greater heights. This book will enable you to release the fullness of 
your potential through the benefits and power of the wisdom-driven life.

—John C. Maxwell 
New York Times best-selling author and speaker



9

A WISDOM LEGACY

I’ve always had a tremendous love for wisdom and been drawn to wis-
dom principles. At an early age, I was taught the value of wisdom by 

my parents, and that perspective has never failed me in good times or in 
difficult ones. My father, Mr. Nathaniel Hawthorne Bronner Sr., along 
with his brother, built a multimillion-dollar business, Bronner Brothers, 
from scratch. But the powerful principles he passed along to me and my 
five brothers were not only business secrets. They were wisdom secrets for 
success in all areas of life. I was taught principles such as:

• Success occurs when preparation meets opportunity.

• You only get one body, and a man will give all his money to regain 
his health, so preserve your health.

• Your judgment is no better than your information.

• There is no success that can compensate for failure at home.

• After you get your diploma, take it and throw it in the garbage can, 
roll up your sleeves, and go to work.

• The nerve that runs to the pocketbook is very sensitive.

•  There is no discipline like the discipline of struggle.
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• “Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer” 
(Psalm 19:14 kjv).

This background of wisdom principles gave me a solid foundation from 
which to gather wisdom from my own life experiences (both positive and 
negative); from the experiences of relatives, friends, and mentors; from my 
lifelong study of the Bible; and from the thoughts and writings of notable 
individuals throughout human history, a number of whom I quote in this 
book.

Because my family owned a company, I grew up in the business world 
and apparently wanted to begin my apprenticeship in learning business 
principles early. My very first job, which I began at the age of five, was 
delivering The Atlanta Daily World newspaper. By the time I was twelve, I 
was processing the payroll for my father’s business. Over the years, I moved 
through a number of jobs within the company, including warehouse stock 
clerk, retail cashier, salesperson, accountant, purchasing director, and 
manager of information systems. Today, I am part owner of the company 
and serve on the board of directors. 

I’ve also been involved in ministry on a weekly basis since the time I 
was fourteen. This corresponds with our family legacy of faith and of giv-
ing back to others, as reflected in the Bronner Brothers Mission Statement 
under “Our Community”: “We will give back to the community in the 
form of charitable contributions, donations, moral support, and through 
the development of other entrepreneurs. We realize that this pursuit of 
excellence is a journey that we will unceasingly travel.”

By the time I was sixteen, I was ministering monthly in a large prison 
and in four local convalescent homes. I was called to my first pastorate at 
age twenty-seven, and two years later, I founded Word of Faith Family 
Worship Cathedral, an interdenominational ministry that now has more 
than twenty thousand members. I am also the bishop of a network of six-
teen thousand churches.

Today, I continue to have a number of roles in life, including busi-
nessman, bishop, civic leader, husband, and father. I have been in a vari-
ety of challenging places and faced many difficult times, as well as joyful 
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and rewarding ones. While addressing the demands and opportunities of 
management, professional growth, and personal fulfillment, I have tested 
and applied many principles of wisdom. I am grateful that during this pro-
cess—and as a result of it—I have been able to help thousands of people 
learn how to realize their maximum capacities by conveying these wisdom 
principles as a conference speaker, leadership trainer, pastor, and mentor. 
In Power Principles: The Benefits of a Wisdom-Driven Life, I share key foun-
dational principles from the treasury of wisdom I have gathered for over 
forty years. I have a passion to develop the potential of leaders and others 
from all walks of life and to motivate them for success on the next level. I 
focus on practical strategies and proven techniques for finding and fulfill-
ing your purpose, for relationship-building, for problem-solving, for cre-
ativity, for moving from ideas to implementation, and for leaving a legacy.

We never “arrive” when it comes to wisdom. Growing in wisdom is a 
process that continues in my life today and will for the rest of my time on 
earth. This is because wisdom is a journey, not a destination. We benefit 
from all the wisdom we accumulate and apply throughout each decade of 
life. Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “The years teach much which the days 
never knew.” The wisdom we gain today often has immediate application, 
but it also can—and should—be stored in our minds and hearts for future 
use. Just as loving parents train their children when they are young, and 
provide them with instruction and caution for what they will encounter 
later in life, wisdom principles guide us for today’s journey and also prepare 
us for much success and fulfillment in the future.
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WINNING WITH WISDOM

John Naisbitt, author of the blockbuster book Megatrends, wrote in 
1982, “We are drowning in information but starved for knowledge.” 

There is much truth to this assertion, but I think that today, the reality 
has changed:

We are devouring information and consuming knowledge—while 
starving for wisdom.

Writer T. S. Eliot expressed a similar idea: “Where is the wisdom 
we have lost in knowledge? Where is the knowledge we have lost in 
information?”

We have unprecedented access to information and knowledge, but 
many problems continue to plague us personally and corporately because 
we have starved ourselves of the crucial component of wisdom—with all 
its benefits. 

A WISDOM PROBLEM
It is widely recognized that there is a leadership crisis in our world. 

But we don’t really have a leadership problem—we have a wisdom 
problem.
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Many countries, businesses, and families struggle with unsound fi-
nances. But they don’t really have a financial problem—they have a wisdom 
problem.

Every day, people suffer strained or broken relationships with family 
members, coworkers, neighbors, classmates, and others. But they don’t re-
ally have a relationship problem—they have a wisdom problem.

In fact, we can trace every troubling contemporary issue to a lack of 
wisdom. Somehow, in the excitement and convenience of our Information 
Age, we have lost sight of this essential element of life. We benefit from 
the innumerable innovations and advancements that have developed from 
human knowledge and ingenuity. Information and creativity abound. 
However, not much true wisdom is being promoted in conjunction with 
their use. The world is filled with smart, educated people—but unfortu-
nately relatively few wise people. More than a hundred and fifty years ago, 
writer and philosopher Thoreau warned, “Our inventions are [apt] to be 
pretty toys, which distract our attention from serious things. They are but 
improved means to an unimproved end, an end which it was already but 
too easy to arrive at.”1 

“THE ONLY MEDICINE FOR SUFFERING, CRIME, AND 

ALL OTHER WOES OF MANKIND IS WISDOM.”  

—THOMAS HUXLEY

We might be unlocking the great secrets of the universe, but once we 
unlock them, we often don’t know what to do with them, or we use them in 
a way that is counterproductive. Many things that humankind has discov-
ered or devised have ended up turning against us. Isaac Asimov said, “The 
saddest aspect of life right now is that science gathers knowledge faster 
than society gathers wisdom.”

1. Henry David Thoreau, Walden.
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Consequently, in America and in many other countries, we have people 
who are physically strong but weak-willed. We have children using supe-
rior technology but receiving an inferior education. We have laws that are 
legally right but morally wrong. We have abundant food but less nutrition-
al value in it. We have rich homes but relationally-poor families. We have 
greater quantity but lesser quality. We have more possessions but less con-
tentment. These troubling conditions tell us that we urgently need the in-
fluence of wisdom in our lives, our families, our communities, our schools, 
our businesses, our governing bodies, and our nations.

WISDOM IS FOR EVERYONE
How can we obtain the wisdom we need? The world is filled with wis-

dom for us to gather, and it is available to anyone and everyone; we just 
need to discover and apply it. Some information and knowledge is geared 
toward people in particular fields, but the whole range of wisdom is wide 
open for all to receive its benefits. The ability to access and gain wisdom 
transcends culture, socioeconomic status, age, race, vocation, and any oth-
er category. I guarantee that if you will seek, learn, and apply wisdom, it 
will change your life for the better.

WISDOM IS A RESOURCE THAT NEVER RUNS DRY.

And wisdom is a resource that never runs dry. It stays with us through-
out our lives as a continuous gift. It keeps working for us even after our 
parents, grandparents, teachers, and others whose advice we cherished 
have moved away or passed on. Those who have given us wise instruction 
through the years—either personally or through books, electronic media, 
or other sources—have provided a wonderful legacy for us. And even if we 
haven’t yet applied the wisdom they imparted, we can make a commitment 
to do so starting now—not only helping ourselves to grow and succeed but 
enabling us to leave our own legacy of wisdom for those who come after us.
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THE WISDOM-DRIVEN LIFE
In Power Principles, I have included key wisdom principles that will 

guide you into the countless benefits of the wisdom-driven life. I draw a 
number of foundational truths from the book of Proverbs, a significant 
work in the genre of Wisdom Literature. This wisdom has been known 
since ancient times; it is tried-and-true, and it is even more relevant to us 
today than the latest technology. It is not my desire to be ethereal about 
wisdom but to give you practical wisdom strategies that I believe will en-
hance and transform your life.

In these pages are potent chapters on significant topics relating to 
wisdom for people in all walks of life, especially leaders and others in po-
sitions of influence. There are wisdom principles to give you a basis for 
decision-making, help you develop profitable habits, address relationship 
problems in a constructive way, encourage you to develop positive atti-
tudes, show you how to protect yourself from unnecessary pain and failure, 
help you establish new priorities, enable you to stabilize and grow your 
finances, and show you how to increase the value of what you contribute to 
others. You can build on these principles as you relate them to your own 
experiences and circumstances.

You may be interested in how to apply wisdom to your career or 
business. You are doing well, but you want to achieve even more. Power 
Principles will take you to that higher level. Or perhaps your success in 
business hasn’t been matched by success in your family life or with a 
work/life balance. You will learn principles that will lead you to healthy 
living and personal satisfaction. Maybe you currently find yourself in 
a difficult situation; you have made certain decisions without think-
ing through the consequences, and now you need real wisdom because 
nothing seems to be working. You’ll learn truths to help you get back on 
track.

We all need a wisdom perspective. Our outlook—how we perceive re-
ality—really does determine our outcome. What you think about is usually 
what you will manifest. So let me ask you, “What’s on your mind today?” Is 
it moving you in a positive direction or a negative one? The wisdom-driven 
perspective leads us to a life that is the most:
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• fulfilling

• contented

• productive

• generous

It also enables us to avoid the greatest:

• mistakes

• regrets

• failures

• loss to ourselves and others

Wisdom holds everything together.

SEEDS OF WISDOM
I offer these power principles as seeds that can grow and flourish 

as you receive them and put them into practice. We cannot just appre-
ciate wisdom insights or admire the wisdom of other people; we also 
need to discover and internalize a wise approach to life for ourselves. 
I encourage you to use this book to assess what is currently guiding 
your own life, to evaluate to what extent you are basing your life on wis-
dom principles—whether you are actually putting those principles into 
practice—and to reorder your life according to them. If you don’t take 
the time to apply wisdom, then wisdom is really no good to you at all. 
Wisdom is not just a knowing but a doing. It not only gives us a frame-
work for our lives, but it also helps us to understand what we need to do 
and how to implement it.

In the natural world, if you plant a seed in rich soil, that seed has a 
better chance to grow into a healthy and thriving plant. No matter how 
high-quality a seed might be, its success has much to do with the envi-
ronment it is in. Similarly, when you plant a seed of wisdom into your cir-
cumstances, you want your life to be “good ground.” In the physical world, 
after seeds are planted, they sprout up, pushing their way through the soil 
to flourish as plants and bring their benefits to the world, such as oxygen 
to breathe, fruit to eat, and beauty to enjoy. In the same way, wisdom will 
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produce many beneficial things in your life if you give it good soil to ger-
minate in.

Ultimately, we determine what kind of ground we are going to be. 
Perhaps you have received some good seeds of wisdom in the past, and you 
feel you should have been producing some fruit by now, but you are still 
dealing with the same frustrating issues and problems. It may be that you 
need to prepare your life as good ground by being open to receiving wisdom 
and then applying it one step at a time.

WE MUST DISCOVER AND INTERNALIZE A WISE 

APPROACH TO LIFE FOR OURSELVES.

Once you internalize any wisdom principle and act on it, you will even-
tually bear wisdom fruit in relation to it. But let me emphasize that no tree 
bears fruit to feed itself. Trees don’t eat their own fruit; they bear fruit that 
nourishes human beings. In a similar way, the fruit we bear when we live 
according to wisdom is not for our own sake alone but for others who are 
in need of it and who will receive its benefits. You have wisdom about a 
particular issue that another person who is struggling with that issue does 
not have. Conversely, the fruit you need for the nourishment of your body, 
soul, or spirit will often come from someone else.

I encourage you to receive wisdom to nourish your own life, and then 
to bear wisdom fruit for others. We are meant to have a constant flow and 
exchange of wisdom with those around us. I have written this book as a 
contribution to that exchange, offering the wisdom fruit I have reaped 
from four decades of planting, nurturing, and harvesting wisdom princi-
ples. Because a strong legacy of wisdom has made a tremendous difference 
in my life, it is my desire to pass along these wisdom principles to those 
living in today’s complex world and to future generations.

I have heard that some Asian families will teach their children tidbits 
of wisdom and then follow up by giving them a spoonful of honey. In this 
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way, they create the connotation that wisdom is desirable and beneficial. 
It encourages the children to internalize the wisdom and to continue to 
pursue it. Let us likewise recognize the value of wisdom and seek to in-
ternalize wisdom principles for the lifelong pursuit and application of the 
wisdom-driven life.

RECEIVE WISDOM TO NOURISH YOUR LIFE AND THEN 

TO BEAR WISDOM FRUIT FOR OTHERS.



PART 1
THE WISDOM-DRIVEN LIFE
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1

WISDOM IS THE PRINCIPAL THING

“Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom.  
And in all your getting, get understanding.”2

A Forbes magazine columnist wrote an article entitled, “The Top 8 
Things People Desperately Desire but Can’t Seem to Attain,” based 

on the responses from a survey of her subscribers and community. Those 
eight things were: (1) happiness, (2) money, (3) freedom, (4) peace, (5) joy, 
(6) balance, (7) fulfillment, and (8) confidence.3

We all wish for things to make our lives more satisfying and prosper-
ous. Sometimes, attaining those desires can be elusive. That was certainly 
the case for those who participated in the above survey. But what if you 
were given the opportunity to have whatever you wished in life? What 
would you ask for?

2. Proverbs 4:7.
3. Kathy Caprino, “The Top 8 Things People Desperately Desire but Can’t Seem to Attain,” 
Forbes, May 24, 2016.
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A newly crowned king in ancient times was given that very opportu-
nity by God. You would think he might have asked for long life, honor, 
riches, or the destruction of his enemies. That would have been the conven-
tional thinking about how a new monarch could immediately solidify and 
expand his reign. But instead, he asked for something that would enable 
him to obtain everything else he would need in life. One version of this 
story says he asked for “wisdom and knowledge.”4 The other says he asked 
for “an understanding heart,”5 or “a discerning heart.”6 These are the same 
request in slightly different expressions.

This king’s chief desire was to have the ability to govern his people 
judiciously. He needed to be able to distinguish right from wrong and 
good from evil, even in circumstances when it was difficult to tell which 
was which. For that, he needed wisdom. Everything else would take care 
of itself.

Because of this humble response, the king was granted not only wis-
dom but also wealth and renown. But it was a heart for wisdom that led 
him to that place.

That young ruler’s name was King Solomon—the wisest man who ever 
lived.

What prompted Solomon, at the height of his newfound power, to ask 
for wisdom and discernment? Solomon had internalized the compelling 
advice that his father, King David, had taught him since he was a child:

Get wisdom! Get understanding!… Wisdom is the principal 
thing; therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get under-
standing. Exalt her, and she will promote you; she will bring you 
honor, when you embrace her.7

In essence, Solomon asked for the ability to discern himself, other 
people, and the world around him, so he could make the best decisions, 
plans, and strategies in life. A longing for wisdom filled his thinking and 

4. 2 Chronicles 1:10.
5. 1 Kings 3:9.
6. 1 Kings 3:9 (niv).
7. Proverbs 4:5, 7–8.
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influenced his lifestyle. This is what all of us need. Everything else will be 
taken care of if we prioritize this “principal thing.”

OUR MOST IMPORTANT RESOURCE
Solomon’s answer to the momentous question presented to him re-

minds me of the lists of “top traits” found in many books and articles on 
leadership. Here is a list of some of those traits:

Results-oriented

Visionary

Has a clear strategy

Delegates

Resolves conflicts

Decisive

Trustworthy

Honest

Communicates well

Accountable

Optimist

Inspires others

Team player

Practices discipline

Prioritizes

Develops staff

Confident

Committed

Creative

Cultivates skills

Innovates

Able to adapt and change

These are all significant characteristics. But for leaders and people in 
all realms of life, “exercises wisdom” is the greatest trait. Wisdom is better 
than money, power, skill, facts, knowledge, vision, or physical assets be-
cause it is a wellspring of guidance and answers. Often, a wisdom principle 
doesn’t just give us one answer to one question but can be applied in many 
contexts.

It has been said that the primary difference between “winners” and 
“losers” is their perspective. The best chance for true success in any arena 
or realm—whether business, government, community, nonprofit, educa-
tion, church, family, or personal life—is to develop a perspective that will 
enhance, expand upon, and take us beyond what we already bring to the 
table. That unique outlook is a wisdom-driven perspective. Power Principles 
was written to highlight this key to personal, relational, and professional 
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success that is so often overlooked today. A wisdom-driven perspective 
gives us the ability to deal astutely in the affairs of life and to achieve the 
success God intends for us to have.

YOUR OUTLOOK DETERMINES YOUR OUTCOME.

WISDOM SUBSTITUTES
Most people think of wisdom (if they think about it much at all) as 

the equivalent of knowledge. Others think of it as an aspect of their emo-
tions or intuition, or as a kind of “sixth sense” about how to conduct their 
lives. Because of these mind-sets, they use their knowledge and emotions 
as substitutes for wisdom rather than as complements to it, not realizing 
that they are hindering their potential, effectiveness, and fulfillment in life.

SUBSTITUTING KNOWLEDGE FOR WISDOM
A man in Boston was hosting a friend who was a Chinese scholar and 

philosopher. He met this friend at the train station and then rushed him 
over to the subway. As they ran through the subway station, the man pant-
ed to his guest, “If we run…and catch the next train…we could save three 
minutes….” The Chinese philosopher replied, “And what significant things 
shall we do with the three minutes that we are saving?”

In many ways, we constantly seem to be trying to save ourselves “three 
minutes” in an attempt to radically improve our lives. And knowing that 
we have a mass of information and knowledge at the click of a computer 
mouse or the touch of a smart phone makes us feel secure that we can find 
the answers we seek and the keys for living better. Yet knowledge is simply 
facts and information, while wisdom is knowing the best thing to do with 
the information we have. It is making the right application of our knowl-
edge for the highest benefits and effectiveness. We can gather a myriad of 
facts and obtain as much information as we want, but these won’t help us 
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sort out the issues of life if we don’t know the right thing to do or the next 
step to take.

Wisdom is often thought of as something ethereal and intangible. But 
what I appreciate most about wisdom is its complete practicality. Wisdom 
enables us to assimilate information, understand how various elements 
work in relation to one another, and put our knowledge into practice. 
Wisdom is an action word—it knows what to do, when to do it, and how to 
do it—and then it follows up and does it. Wisdom gets the job done.

WISDOM IS AN ACTION WORD—IT KNOWS WHAT 

TO DO, WHEN TO DO IT, AND HOW TO DO IT—AND 

THEN IT FOLLOWS UP AND DOES IT.

The majority of people seek knowledge without wisdom, and then 
they can’t understand why they aren’t doing well or why they can’t move to 
the next stage of growth in their business, finances, or relationships. Only 
when we understand and apply the corresponding wisdom to our knowl-
edge can we break free of frustrating cycles that have kept us spinning our 
wheels and move forward. Wisdom enables us to advance to new levels.

Many of us have questions such as:

• How can I know my true purpose in life?

• How can I be a better leader?

• What is the next step for my business?

• How can I help my organization to grow?

• Should I be training for a different job or vocation?

• How should I deal with this relationship problem?

• How can I live a more balanced life?

• How can I help my children prepare for an uncertain future?
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These are all questions that require wisdom, not knowledge alone, to 
answer. This doesn’t mean that information and knowledge aren’t neces-
sary, but they are just not enough. “Knowledge is power,” the saying goes. 
Yet wisdom is the true power because, again, it tells us how to use the 
knowledge we have gained to the greatest effect.

SUBSTITUTING EMOTIONS FOR WISDOM
The second approach to living that many people follow is to function 

primarily according to their emotions rather than stepping back to discern 
the best course to take. In this case, knowledge, as well as wisdom, usually 
takes a backseat. Some people may be using wisdom in one area of their 
lives while being derailed by their emotions in other areas. Motivators like 
fear, guilt, and desire have a strong influence. Fear can make us procrasti-
nate about pursuing a good opportunity. Unresolved guilt can cause us to 
feel unworthy of success or of healthy relationships. The thrilling prospect 
of a new business deal can lead us to rush into an association without first 
considering all the ramifications.

When we lose sight of the value of wisdom—or when we have never 
understood its worth—we overlook the primary source of principles for 
improving our lives, our families, our relationships, and our vocations. We 
miss out on a wealth of practical help for living, working, and interacting 
with others. Wisdom reveals to us a deeper picture of things. It enables us 
to have a life that is purposeful and satisfying as well as successful, utilizing 
the contributions of both our knowledge and our healthy emotions while 
keeping them in balance.

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING, AND WISDOM
When King David gave his advice to Solomon, he said, “Get wisdom. 

And in all your getting, get understanding.” How do we “get wisdom” in 
order to apply it to our lives? To begin, we must recognize that knowledge, 
understanding, and wisdom are related as three sequential steps.

Step one is to gain knowledge. We accumulate facts and information.

Step two is to develop understanding. We assimilate the facts and 
perceive how various facts and information correspond to one another. To 
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understand is to discern, to comprehend, and to interpret. Very few peo-
ple intentionally take this step, so they remain at the knowledge level. But 
as we collect information, we should begin to integrate those bits of data 
and to consider their implications. Knowledge can help us to take things 
apart and understand them, but wisdom enables us to relate knowledge 
and truth to everyday life.

Step three is to live in wisdom. We put our knowledge and under-
standing into active use. As I described earlier, wisdom is knowing what 
to do, when to do it, and how to do it—and then following up and doing it; 
it is the ability to live life skillfully. A lot of people know what to do but 
they don’t know how to do it. Wisdom involves the know-how. Wisdom is 
deeper than knowledge because wisdom is as wisdom does.

We need discernment in order to understand what life is truly about, 
combined with the motivation and discipline to live life wisely. For exam-
ple, you may have talent but not be using it in the best way. You may have 
knowledge but not be applying it most effectively. You may have an idea 
with tremendous potential but not know how to develop it. You may have 
much love to give but be investing it in unhealthy relationships. Wisdom—
the combination of knowledge, understanding, and action—produces a 
strategy, and a strategy produces success.

WISDOM PRODUCES A STRATEGY,  

AND A STRATEGY PRODUCES SUCCESS.

WHAT ARE YOU BASING YOUR LIFE ON?
Few people today are asking the question, “Am I living my life accord-

ing to wisdom?” If presented with the same offer Solomon was given, they 
would not request wisdom because they do not recognize its supreme value. 
We make so many unnecessary mistakes and create so many problems for 
ourselves by not stopping to consider what would be the wisest choice or 
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the most astute course of action—for our present circumstances and for the 
future. Think of some of the mistakes you have made in the past. Don’t you 
wish you had known better at the time—or had acted upon the better way 
that you knew? By learning and applying wisdom principles and by develop-
ing a lifestyle of pursuing wisdom, we can avoid many errors and missteps.

Could it be that you have been trying to sustain yourself on informa-
tion or emotions alone? You may have never considered the vital role of 
wisdom in your life before now. Or perhaps you already have a good un-
derstanding of wisdom principles—and had every good intention of living 
according to them—but you’ve been sidetracked because of the busyness, 
stresses, and distractions of life. It’s easier to live on autopilot than to stop 
to consider what is really directing our lives, especially when we don’t get 
much reinforcement in wise living from the world around us. The gener-
al attitude in our society is to look for quick fixes—not necessarily the 
best, the strongest, or the most long-lasting solutions. But wisdom is like 
a weight-bearing beam in a house. You can’t remove it or weaken it with-
out jeopardizing the entire structure. In Power Principles: The Benefits of a 
Wisdom-Driven Life, you’ll learn how to establish wisdom as a solid frame-
work for your life as we explore how…

• Wisdom shows us the best way to live.

• Wisdom helps us to know the next step to take.

• Wisdom brings peace, perspective, and new opportunities.

• Wisdom can be applied to every realm of our lives.

• Wisdom is not only to be received for ourselves but is also to be 
shared with others.

Wisdom is like a trusted counselor—guiding us to make the best de-
cisions, cautioning us against mistakes and failures, and enabling us to re-
view our progress and to make good plans for the future.

Let’s follow King David’s advice: “Get wisdom! Get understanding!” 
Let wisdom be your most important resource. Let wisdom be your foun-
dation and framework for living. Let wisdom show you the best way to 
respond in each situation and guide you throughout your life.

It is the principal thing.
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BENEFITS OF A WISDOM-DRIVEN LIFE
• Wisdom gives us the ability to deal astutely in the affairs of life.

• Wisdom makes the best application of our knowledge and infor-
mation.

• Wisdom enables us to avoid mistakes and mishaps.

• Wisdom produces a strategy, and a strategy produces success.

APPLYING WISDOM
1. What is the best advice you were ever given? Why do you consid-

er it the best? 

2. Did you follow through and apply this advice? Why or why not? 
If so, what difference did it make in your life?

3. What is the “principal thing” in your life today? Does it support 
or detract from living according to wisdom?


