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Introduction

THE SOURCE OF GOD’S 
BLESSINGS AND MERCY

Some years ago, I was in Singapore ministering with a 
friend, Ross Paterson, who is the head of the Derek Prince 
Ministries outreach to China. Between sessions, we were 
walking together in a shopping district. We had stopped 
in front of one particular shop window, looking casually at 
some of the items displayed there without any real thought 
of purchasing anything. Spontaneously, Ross said to me, “The 
church has got so many things in its shop window today that 
it has lost sight of the cross.”

At the moment Ross said those words, I thought to 
myself, How very true. Later, as I meditated on his observation, 
it gripped me. I saw how the church has put so many other 
items in its “window.” There is so much being presented to the 
church—teaching on how to be healed and delivered, how to 
prosper, how to prophesy, how to be a good father, how to have 
a strong marriage, and so forth.

I am not being critical of such teaching, because I, myself, 
have taught on many such themes. However, the point to 
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remember is that none of these how-tos work without the 
cross. We must never forget that the only source of every bless-
ing and every mercy of God is the cross of Jesus Christ. If we are 
diverted from the centrality of the cross, all other blessings 
cease to have any real significance.

Apart from the cross, we have a lot of fine principles, 
ethics, and rules—most of which we fail to live up to. Then, 
when we find we cannot live up to our principles, we gradually 
bring them down to our own level. Let me remind you that “our 
level” does not match the standards of the New Testament. 
Ultimately, life at our level has no eternal value to us.

So what must we do instead? We must first appreciate the 
importance of keeping the cross at the center of all that we 
do and are. In this book, I intend to outline the truth that 
the cross must be at the center of every aspect of our faith 
in Christ. Once we establish this foundation, we will go on 
to examine how to apply this truth in a practical way to the 
entirety of our lives.



PART ONE

THE CROSS  
AT THE CENTER
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Chapter 1

THE CROSS  
AND HUMAN WISDOM

The apostle Paul was acutely aware of the need to keep 
the cross at the center of one’s life. He expressed this in his 
first letter to the new Christians who made up the church 
in Corinth. I particularly enjoy the first two chapters of 
1 Corinthians because they deal with the difference between 
the wisdom of this world and the message of the cross.

When Paul wrote about wisdom, he had in mind the 
Greek philosophy of his day. Before I became a Christian, I 
studied Greek philosophy at Cambridge University for seven 
years. Consequently, I understand how true and appropriate 
Paul’s words are about Greek philosophy and human wisdom 
in general.

AN ASTONISHING OBJECTIVE
It is very clear from Paul’s writings that he was a highly 

educated man with a thorough understanding of Greek phi-
losophy. In addition, he was extremely well educated in the 
teachings of Judaism in his day.
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With this as background, let us read a passage from 
1 Corinthians 2:

And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with 
excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the tes-
timony of God. For I determined not to know anything 
among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I was 
with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 
And my speech and my preaching were not with persua-
sive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in the 
wisdom of men but in the power of God.   
 (1 Corinthians 2:1–5)

Here Paul makes a most astonishing declaration: “I deter-
mined not to know anything….” This would be an unusual 
statement for any person to make. But for a Jewish person, 
it is especially astonishing—because, through the centuries, 
Jews have prized knowledge. For a highly educated Jew to say, 
“I determined not to know anything,” we must ask a pointed 
question: What could possibly have caused Paul to make such a 
decision?

Before we can answer that question, we must understand 
the historical setting in which Paul lived. Paul’s ministry in 
Corinth is described in Acts 18. But in the previous chapter, 
we have the record of Paul’s ministry in Athens. At that time, 
Athens was the university city of the world. It was the center 
of philosophy and human wisdom—the source of what we 
have come to call “secular humanism.”



The Cross and Human Wisdom   13

In Athens, rather surprisingly I think, Paul adjusted him-
self to his audience. When he spoke at the Areopagus in Acts 
17, he was communicating with those who were in the upper 
level of the intellectual and social life of the city. Accordingly, 
he addressed them in terms of philosophy, even quoting a 
Greek poet. However, in the end, the results of his address 
were pretty meager, as the final verses of Acts 17 attest. Only 
a few people believed. It is a matter of debate as to whether 
Paul took the right or wrong approach in his message at the 
Areopagus.

Leaving Athens, Paul next went to Corinth, which was a 
large port city. Typical of a port city, it was full of all sorts 
of vice: prostitution, homosexuality, immorality, and extor-
tion of every kind. Somewhere between Athens and Corinth, 
Paul evidently made this decision: “When I get to Corinth, 
I’m going to forget everything I knew except Jesus Christ, and 
Him crucified.”

The result of Paul’s ministry in Corinth was tremendous. 
The whole city was stirred. Historians estimate that quite 
early in Corinth’s Christian community, there were probably 
twenty-five thousand believers. Those numbers represent a 
totally different result from the tepid response Paul had expe-
rienced in Athens. What made the difference? The message: 
Jesus Christ crucified.

MY OWN TESTIMONY OF THE CROSS
I consider 1 Corinthians 1:18–25 my personal testimony 

because, as I mentioned, I spent seven years studying Greek 
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philosophy—and modern philosophy—trying to find answers 
to life. One of the mind-sets that was fashionable in those days 
was called “linguistic philosophy” or, alternatively, “logical 
positivism.” For two years at the University of Cambridge, I 
was a pupil of Ludwig Wittgenstein, who was known as the 
father of linguistic philosophy. He was a brilliant man—but 
definitely not a Christian. Therefore, I can deeply identify 
with these words of Paul:

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of 
the wise, and bring to nothing the understanding of 
the prudent.” Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world? For since, in the wisdom 
of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, 
it pleased God through the foolishness of the message 
preached to save those who believe. For Jews request a 
sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but we preach Christ 
crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks 
foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men.   
 (1 Corinthians 1:18–25)

That is my testimony. In the providence of God, I never 
came to know God through human wisdom. Yet when I 
heard the foolishness of the cross preached, I responded 



The Cross and Human Wisdom   15

to it and was saved. I was a Cambridge scholar who went 
to a Pentecostal church and heard a taxi driver preach. In 
the middle of his message, he was standing on a bench to 
demonstrate a point, and the bench collapsed, dropping him 
to the platform with a thud. If you could go much further 
in foolishness, I do not know where you would go! But his 
message was the lever that opened my heart to the message 
of salvation.

THE MEANING OF THE CROSS
For the sake of clarity, as we continue through this book, 

I need to explain exactly what I mean by “the cross.” For many 
people from a variety of backgrounds, the cross is simply a 
symbol they hang around their necks or put on the walls of 
their churches or homes. I am not critical of those practices. 
In fact, when I have been in a strongly anti-Christian social 
environment, I have always been glad to see somebody with a 
cross around their neck, because it makes a bold statement in 
that environment.

However, when I talk about the cross, I am not speak-
ing about a symbol. Neither am I merely speaking about an 
ancient means of execution. “The cross,” as I will be using it, 
refers to Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross and all that His death 
accomplished for us. Rather than using all those phrases, I am 
simply condensing them to “the cross.”

The New Testament presents us with a number of differ-
ent reasons why nothing must ever be allowed to take the place 
of the cross. The Bible clearly tells us why we need the cross 
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at the center—in the church in general, and in our own lives 
in particular. In the chapters that follow, we will consider six 
compelling reasons why we must keep the cross central in the 
church and in our lives.


