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FOREWORD 

As a veteran to spiritual warfare, prayer, and the revelatory ways of 
God, the contents of this book are things I teach. So I am thrilled 

to see another voice, another person of high character, a person in an-
other sphere, teaching what I would teach. Yes! This book is filled with 
practical, relatable, and inspirational tools to help you grow and mature 
in your walk with God.

No matter who you are, no matter where you live, no matter what 
you do, God is speaking down to you. Now He is saying many things, 
things that shape and change our world, but think first simply about that 
grace-filled fact: God is speaking to you! It’s not just the things He whis-
pers to our hearts, it’s that He whispers to our hearts and transforms us 
into lovers of Him. When we hold this knowledge close as we go about 
our day, listening for His voice, we quietly perform one part of the lost 
art of practicing His presence. We watch grace grow. Love. Perseverance. 
Gentleness. 

But God is not the only one speaking to you. His is not the only voice 
in your ear. Hundreds of other voices swirl around us demanding our 
attention and often pulling us down. 
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We all know it, if we’re honest. Instead of leaning back into the 

sure sway of the Spirit, we find ourselves lending an ear to things we 
shouldn’t. Backbiting. Pettiness. Gossip. Complaining. If you’ve been 
around Christians, you unfortunately know exactly what I’m talking 
about. Who among us hasn’t been in a situation where words caused 
wounding beyond comprehension? In my years of ministry through God 
Encounters Ministries, I have seen it over and over. So where does all 
this wounding come from? 

The answer is more uncomfortable than most of us are willing to 
admit. More personal than we want to confront. My friend Dr. Kynan 
Bridges masterfully speaks a word of truth over the discord and disunity 
seeping into the precious body of God-followers by demonstrating that 
when we lend an ear to slander and gossip, we are welcoming in the ser-
pent of old, who is the devil and Satan. He is the one planting accusa-
tions and deceit inside our minds through the lips of even well-meaning 
people! The devil uses our words to wound. What a wake-up call! 

Words are powerful, powerful as a double-edged sword, and we can ei-
ther use them for great good or for great harm. If we’re not careful, we can 
wreak havoc with our words, especially when from one mouth proceeds 
both blessing and cursing. (See James 3:10.) The words we listen to affect 
the words we speak, and the words we speak affect every single person who 
crosses our path. That’s why Unmasking the Accuser is a desperately needed 
prophetic book for us today, with the potential to radically change every 
single word spoken in our lives—impacting our eternal destinies. 

I encourage you to take the words of this book and let them shine 
a bright light of clarity into the conversations of your life, as they have 
shone into mine. 

If we are to passionately pursue the fire of the Spirit, we must lay 
aside every voice but His. It will take discernment: Sometimes, our 
heavenly Father speaks through the words of the people around us. 
And, as Dr. Bridges wrote, “Sometimes Satan speaks in the first per-
son.” But this book will be your guide to unmasking the powerful lies 
that come from the mouth of devil and discerning the truth that comes 
from the mouth of God. Instead of letting lies in the front door of our 
mind, let us participate in a great, international, supernatural conver-
sation that flows forth the words of our holy God, not the words of the 
Accuser of the brethren. 
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Imagine how much less slander, gossip, and offense there would be 

in our lives—in our world! Imagine the joy of our Creator as He would 
watch us spread blessings and transformational power instead of cursing 
and stagnating criticism. Imagine the healing, reparation, and reconcili-
ation that would spring up in the hearts of believers. I am excited about 
this book. Can you tell?

Once again let us be the sweet fragrance of Christ to all the nations. 
Speak life! 

—Dr. James W. Goll 
Founder, God Encounters Ministries  

Author, Hearing God’s Voice Today,  
The Seer, Passionate Pursuit, and others
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PREFACE

Slander, gossip, and offense. 

I call them the devil’s trio. 

I have counseled thousands of people who are bound by these three 
debilitating forces. Slander, gossip, and offense have affected countless 
people in the world at large and in the church in particular. Maybe you 
have been slandered by a loved one, been the victim of gossip, or been 
hurt within the church community. Or maybe you have been the perpe-
trator of such behavior. Regardless, God wants you to enjoy freedom like 
you have never experienced before. 

But, I have hard news for you: this journey will require honesty. 
Honesty with God and honesty with yourself. In the pages of this book 
we will unmask the Accuser for who he really is: a liar who desires to see 
you and me bitter, broken, and defeated. We will expose the destruc-
tive power of slander, gossip, and offense, and learn how to avoid getting 
trapped in their claws. We will discern the deceptive and insidious tac-
tics the enemy tries to use to manipulate you out of your God-ordained 
destinies. You will receive powerful biblical keys that will help you to 
heal from the wounds of past hurts and offenses. 

My prayer is that the Holy Spirit will speak to you clearly and pow-
erfully on every page!
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1
WHO’S IN YOUR EAR?

Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which 
the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, Yea, has God 
said, You shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  (Genesis 3:1)

Her eyes were sparkling with interest, amazement, and suspense. 
Her face was covered in anticipation. Her hand was clutching the 

forbidden fruit. As she wrestled with the inner conflict of good and evil, 
right and wrong, her next decision would determine her fate and the fate 
of the entire human race. And with one bite, everything changed. 

As she handed the fruit to her husband, she realized that something 
had gone very wrong. Suspense turned into suspicion, and anticipation 
turned into shame. “What have I done?” Sudden knowledge flooded her 
being: this sin had cost her more than she was prepared to pay and taken 
her further than she was willing to go.

Can you see the look on Eve’s face when she ate from the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil? Can you imagine the betrayal that she felt 
as a result of transgressing God’s law? Can you feel the embarrassment 
that ensued when she realized that the taste of the fruit was not worth 
the cost of her future—the cost of her life? And all of this was the result 
of one little conversation that dishonored her Creator! 
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That is not just the story of Adam and Eve’s fate in the garden of 

Eden. It is also the story of Satan’s favorite lie. So many believers have 
fallen for this lie, time and again, that the story of the church has be-
gun to sound like a broken record. Countless, like Adam and Eve, ac-
cept a narrative from the enemy that robs them of their peace of mind, 
their joy, and even their future, as they run to embrace the lie that real 
knowledge can be found outside of God. The lie that it’s OK to listen 
to any voice other than His. The lie that lending an ear to the Accuser’s 
slander and gossip, letting it boil into offense, is somehow innocent and 
harmless. 

The real truth is, the conversation you give ear to can cost you everything. 

eve and the Serpent

The plague of slander, gossip, offense, and bitterness cannot be solved 
overnight because it did not happen overnight. It began long before you 
and I were aware of its devastation; it began with the first man and wom-
an on the planet. The beginning of the biblical account of humankind’s 
fall is a little conversation between Eve and the Serpent. 

Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which 
the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, Yea, has God 
said, You shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 

The word serpent here comes from the Hebrew word nachash, which 
can also mean “divination.” The conversation the Serpent (the devil) had 
with Eve was much more than a conversation. The Serpent was hissing a 
divination into Eve’s ear, tempting her to seek knowledge of good and evil, 
of future and unknown things, by supernatural means. In other words, 
Eve was being seduced into seeking knowledge, wisdom, and insight out-
side of the confines of God’s will. She was beguiled into believing that she 
was missing some very pertinent information concerning the happiness 
of her life. The Serpent was inviting her into territory that was outside of 
her jurisdiction and manipulating her expectations and her desires. God 
never made it Eve’s business to know her future. It was her responsibility 
to know God’s instruction, and it was God’s responsibility to steward her 
future. But she wanted what God had. She wanted to know what God 
knew!
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The Bible also tells us that the Serpent was subtle. This is the Hebrew 
word aruwm, which means “shrewd, crafty, and sly.” This was never an in-
nocent conversation, but a diabolical attempt to remove Adam and Eve 
from their position in the garden of Eden. 

SaTan’S Lie:  

You’re noT aFFeCTed  

BY whaT You hear.  

#WHOSINYOUREAR?

Have you ever wondered why Eve spoke to the Serpent to begin 
with? Why did she allow him to speak into her life? You’ve heard the 
saying, “Curiosity killed the cat.” Well in this case, curiosity brought the 
curse. She allowed the words the Serpent spoke to her to overrule the 
instructions God had given. What you hear is fundamental to your spir-
itual life because it is directly attached to your faith. Faith brings man-
ifestation; whatever you accept into your ears will determine what you 
act upon in your life. What you hear will always work for you or against 
you, depending on what you let in. It will affect you, both in its quality 
and its quantity. 

So who is in your ear? You need to know this: Satan, the devil, is a 
liar. He has been a liar from the beginning, and is incapable of speaking 
the truth. He is not a credible source of information because nothing he 
says is truthful, including what he says about you, and what he says to 
you. Do not lend your ear to the enemy! 

Every time we allow the wrong voice to speak into our ears, it costs 
us something. When Eve listened, it cost her God’s glory, her peace of 
mind, and mankind’s position as vice-regents in the earth. Words are 
seeds, and Eve realized the hard way that every seed produces a harvest. 

The Subtleness of Slander

Maybe you never looked at it this way, but the first transgression 
recorded in the Bible is not the eating of forbidden fruit; it is slan-
der. Slander is defined as the action or crime of making a false spoken 
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statement damaging to a person’s reputation. Whose reputation was be-
ing assaulted? Who was the first victim of this slander? God! The devil 
spoke lies about God in an attempt to malign His character in the eyes 
of Eve. The enemy of her soul wanted her to believe that God was not 
telling her the whole story. He wanted her to think that God was hiding 
something from her. In fact, the word for Satan (shatan) literally means, 
“one who breaks faith.” 

He slithered up to Eve and with his first words insinuated that God 
had made a ridiculous request. “Yea, has God said, You shall not eat of 
every tree of the garden?” “Yea” implies, “Indeed, is it really true?” and 
notice that he says, “every tree.” Now, I’ll bet anything that Satan knew 
exactly what the rule was, but he subtly slandered God by making Him 
out to be a mean old guy with a garden full of beautiful fruit trees who 
won’t even share one. 

After Eve responds that they were only forbidden from eating of the 
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, the Serpent becomes bolder. 
He directly contradicts God in order to cast suspicion on God’s inten-
tions and cause Eve to doubt. “You shall not surely die,” said the Serpent. 
The moment she took heed to this slanderous accusation against God, 
her spiritual eyes were darkened and she became deceived.

Have you ever looked at someone differently because of a conver-
sation? Maybe someone told you something about a sister or brother in 
your church, and now you don’t see him or her through the same inno-
cent eyes anymore. Jesus said, “Take heed what you hear: with what mea-
sure you mete, it shall be measured to you: and to you that hear shall more 
be given” (Mark 4:24). Eve didn’t heed—and now she wasn’t seeing God 
through the same innocent eyes anymore, and neither would the rest of 
humankind.

The Sway of Gossip

Talking with Satan is never a good idea, unless you’re using Jesus’ 
words: “Get behind me, Satan.” (See Matthew 16:23.) When Eve started 

our ConVerSaTionS ShaPe our PerCePTionS, and our 

PerCePTionS ShaPe our reaLiTY. 
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chatting with the Serpent, she was opening the door to all kinds of evil. 
At first she corrected him—“We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the gar-
den” (Genesis 3:2)—but then she let the Serpent rub off on her a little. 
The Serpent had exaggerated the rules, and now Eve does too: “But of the 
fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, You shall 
not eat of it, neither shall you touch it, lest you die” (verse 3). God never 
said not to touch it! Maybe Eve was just being extra cautious. But I think 
something else is happening here. She is buying Satan’s lie that God is a 
mean old guy. He won’t even let us touch the fruit! she thinks. 

SaTan’S Lie:  

MaYBe God’S noT riGhT.  

#WHOSINYOUREAR?

Now, it might seem a stretch to call this gossip, and, yes, it does look 
different from the gabfests in the grocery store. But there’s one import-
ant similarity here: Eve and the Serpent are casually talking about God 
and misrepresenting Him when they think He’s not in the room. Sounds 
like gossip to me! Slander and gossip opened the door to an alternative 
narrative, an alternate opinion. Maybe God isn’t right, Eve thought. 

The moment she heeded the voice of the devil, her opinion became 
more important than what God said. As a result of broken confidence in 
the character of God, Eve no longer trusted His Word and no longer saw 
the need to keep His commandments.

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that 
it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also to her husband 
with her; and he did eat.  (Genesis 3:6)

What changed? Why did the tree take on a different appeal than be-
fore? The answer is key to a very important spiritual principle: our con-
versations shape our perceptions, and our perceptions shape our reality. 
The moment Eve listened to the lies of the enemy, it changed the way she 
saw things. The conversations we entertain shape our worldview. This is 
why the Bible uses the term divination to describe what happened to Eve 



26
  U

N
M

A
SK

IN
G

 T
H

E
 A

C
C

U
SE

R
in the garden of Eden. She was under the bewitchment of the enemy. As 
she looked at the tree, she was allured by its beauty and succumbed to 
her desire to experience its bliss. Words affect how and what we see! 

The problem, as is so often the problem with our opinions, is that 
her opinion was based on falsehood. The tree would not make them like 
gods! She was already created in the image and likeness of God. What 
the devil promised her was already in her possession!

More Than a Conversation 

I think you can see that the conversation between the Serpent and 
Eve was more than just a conversation! It was a life-altering exchange. 
Something was deposited within Eve that would affect her marriage, her 
children, and every person that came into the world after her. There was 
an eternal significance to that conversation. It set rolling a chain of events 
that we’re still living inside, and will until the return of Christ. 

SaTan’S Lie:  

iT’S JuST a ConVerSaTion.  

#WHOSINYOUREAR?

Now listen to me when I say that this exchange in the garden is not 
so different from the conversations we have day in and day out. What 
would happen if we realized that every conversation we engage in depos-
its something deep within us that could affect us for days, months, and 
maybe even years and generations afterward? Jesus meant what He said 
when He told us, “Take heed what you hear” (Mark 4:24). 

When God created Adam, He made him a speaking spiritual be-
ing. Mankind was distinguished from every other species on the earth 
because of the ability to articulate thoughts in an intelligible way. Just as 
God created the physical world through words, mankind was given the 
power to communicate, and by so doing shape his environment. Words 
shape our world. God made it this way for a reason. This is why the 
things people say have such a profound effect on our lives. This is why 
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slander and gossip are all tied up in our spiritual life, creating a web of 
lies, deceit, and destruction just like they did in the garden. 

Merriam-Webster defines conversation as “an oral exchange of senti-
ments, observations, opinions, or ideas.” It comes from the Old French 
word conversation, which means: “living together, having dealings with 
others, or the act of living with.” What if you had to “live with” every-
thing you conversed about? I can imagine Eve reflecting back hundreds 
of years later on the conversation she had with the Serpent, and what 
she would have done differently if she only knew what it would cost her. 

Guard Your heart!

The Bible admonishes us: “Keep your heart with all diligence; for out 
of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). Simply put, the Bible is telling 
us to guard our hearts. Why is this so important? Before we answer that 
question, we must first understand what the heart really is. The heart is 
the seat of our deepest longings, desires, thoughts, affections, passions, 
and emotions. It is the place from which we exercise our will. This verse 
tells us that “out of it [flow] the issues of life”; this phrase means that the 
heart is literally an outsource, escape, or exit. 

Have you ever been to a movie theater? I am sure the answer is yes. 
What you see on the big screen is a projection of what is transpiring in-
side the booth. There is a small movie reel that illustrates every scene of 
the movie. The projector displays this in magnified form on the screen 
in front of you. 

Your heart is like that movie projector. It interprets experiences and 
broadcasts them into your consciousness, affecting your entire life. The 
narrative of the heart will determine the attitudes and actions of your 
life. In the natural world, everything that shows up on the movie reel 
will be projected onto the big screen. In the spiritual world, if pain, trau-
ma, hurt, and disappointment are allowed to make their way on the film 
of your heart, they will be broadcasted in magnified form on the “big 
screen” of our lives. Essentially, whatever we allow into our heart will 
flow out of our heart as we interact with others. 

This is why the Bible tells us to diligently guard what comes in 
through the ear gates and the eye gates. Everything we talk about affects 
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our meditation, and everything we meditate upon gets into our hearts. 
Your meditation is your medication! 

The problem is that we, like Eve, are very curious. All human beings 
have a deep susceptibility for interesting conversations about other peo-
ple. Everywhere we look, there seems to be a juicy story about a recent 
scandal, or news of a dramatic love triangle, or a government cover-up 
being exposed. Unfortunately, the church has often followed the pattern 
of the world by producing what I call “Christian tabloids” that glory in 
exposing the same kind of drama within the circle of believers, just per-
haps spiritualized. In my opinion, they are much worse than the secular 
tabloids because God has called the church to a higher standard than the 
world. He has called the church to His standard!

Every time we listen to something slanderous, negative, or defamatory 
about someone else, those words go deep into the recesses of our heart, and 
can potentially bring damage to our lives. The Bible says: “The words of a 
talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the bel-
ly” (Proverbs 18:8). The word “wound” literally implies something “burned 
into” our consciousness. In other words, you cannot un-hear something. 
Be careful when someone is trying to slander another person to you. Be 
careful when you read Christian tabloids that make their money off of the 
latest scandal or moral failure in the church. These things are designed to 
damage your heart and prevent you from seeing things with purity and 
grace. To be pure is to be free from contaminants and befoulment. 

What if you believed that every conversation you have is a seed that 
will produce an exponential harvest? Would you continue having the 
same conversations? No one can truthfully say that negative conversa-
tions do not contaminate. Even if you are not the one who initiates a 
conversation, even if you are just a listener, that conversation can still 
have a dramatic effect upon your life and your future! 

The Fruit is offense

Now, I know I said that this is a demonic trio, not a demonic couple. 
Slander and gossip inevitably result in a third evil: offense. And it is of-
fense that is destroying the church from the inside out. 

As a young believer, I was very impressionable. I assumed that every-
one had my best interest at heart and that everyone in the church was in 
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agreement with leadership. Why wouldn’t they be? I found out the hard 
way that this is not always the case. At that time, I was actively involved 
in my church, and people knew it. One day a leader in the church told 
me that he wanted to meet with me after service. I was always happy to 
go to lunch with people in the church, and I really loved to eat. We went 
out and I was all excited. 

But while I was sitting across from this minister enjoying our dinner, 
he began to say very negative things about the senior pastor. Apparently, 
he was offended by the senior pastor and was spreading this offense to 
me. I was so taken aback I didn’t know what to say. I had a tremendous 
amount of respect for both individuals and I did not want to be argu-
mentative. He knew that the things he said were really grieving me. I was 
confused, bewildered, and disappointed. Was he telling the truth? I did 
not see my senior pastor the way he was being portrayed in this conver-
sation, but I also wanted to heed the words that were being spoken. The 
seeds of slander and gossip were fighting for space in my heart! 

After a few more meetings with this minister, I felt a strong impres-
sion from the Lord to end the relationship and discontinue our meet-
ings, and that is exactly what I did. Sadly, that particular person left 
the church and experienced much devastation in his personal life and 
ministry. Years later, he came back and apologized to the pastor for his 
actions. I am grateful that this pastor was eventually able to see the error 
of his ways and come to a place of reconciliation. From this experience, 
I learned a very valuable lesson. Be careful who and what you allow into 
your ears. What if slander and gossip had taken root in my heart? They 
would have produced the same fruit that was in the heart of this pastor: 
offense! That would have resulted in a downward spiral of my own! I 
believe that we can avoid the pitfalls of the enemy by taking stories such 
as these to heart.

You see, it’s a deadly cycle. The natural cycle of a plant brings life: 
seeds grow into plants, the plants bear fruit which then drop seeds, 
and then a new plant grows from those seeds, and the cycle continues. 

eVerY ConVerSaTion iS a Seed ThaT ProduCeS an 

eXPonenTiaL harVeST.
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Slander and gossip also work in a cycle, but the cycle of these spir-
its brings death! Slander and gossip plant seeds in your heart, they 
grow and produce the fruit of offense and bitterness, and offense then 
spawns more slander and gossip in your heart and in the hearts of 
those around you. 

There are no exceptions to this. None of us are exempt. All con-
versations sow seeds, whether good or evil, and evil conversations are 
destroying the church. We should learn the lesson from the garden of 
Eden that can potentially save us years of heartache, pain, and disap-
pointment: don’t listen to the devil! 

For discussion

1. How do our conversations affect our worldview? 

2. If every conversation is a seed that produces an exponential 
harvest, what harvest will you be reaping from the conversa-
tions you had today? This week? 

3. Every Christian, young and old, has to guard their hearts. 
How can you guard yours? 

Testimony

A dear brother called me one day in distress. “Pastor, I 
want to inform you that I am leaving the church!” I was 
shocked because I thought all was going well with this man. 
“Why?” I quickly asked. “I am not getting along with a par-
ticular person,” he responded. 

As we began to talk, I realized that there was another 
issue underlying his desire to leave. Our conversation began 
to unmask the enemy’s schemes. After an hour of talking on 
the phone, we both realized that the problem was not what 
it seemed to be. Most of it could have been summed up as 
a simple misunderstanding. With prayer and conversation 
we were able to fully rectify the problem. What would have 
happened if he had stormed out without knowing all the 
details or being able to speak about his grievance? A great 
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situation would have been unnecessarily sabotaged. This is 
why it is so important for us to pray, communicate, and be 
willing to hear a different side of the story. Now this indi-
vidual is a treasured member of our church. 

Prayer 

Father, in the name of Jesus, I thank You for Your truth. I thank 
You that You have enlightened my heart about the conversations 
we have. Just as I was given instruction from Your Word, I receive 
Your instruction to steer clear of the knowledge from Satan, the 
Serpent of old. I declare that my mind is the mind of Christ. I 
declare that the powers of slander, gossip, and offense are broken 
off of my life. I declare that my conversations are edifying and 
enriching. Father, I ask that You give me Your heart concerning 
this issue. Every seed in me that does not bring forth good fruit, I 
uproot it right now. These things I ask in the name of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ.

Amen.


