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“Receive Your Miracle Now is one of the best books for equipping 
every believer to be involved in fulfilling the Great Commission by 
moving in healing and deliverance. Few books I have encountered 
deal with both supernatural healing and spiritual deliverance. Bob 
Sawvelle provides a comprehensive, biblical foundation for doing 
both. The many testimonies in the book are inspiring and help to 
confirm for us that miracles and healing are for today! I especially 
encourage pastors to make this book available as basic coursework 
for every disciple who wants to do the work of Christ.”

—Dr. Mahesh Chavda 
Senior pastor, All Nations Church, Charlotte, NC

“Dr. Bob Sawvelle presents the best and most creative recent 
scholarship on both the theory and practice of healing, a neglected 
commission of Jesus. This work is no rehash of what you’ve read 
before, but rather serves up fresh insights on the healing power of 
God and how it expresses the truly authentic mission and teaching 
of Christ. Receive Your Miracle Now lays out the very essence of 
Christianity. It is a bold challenge to the highly evolved, derivative, 
and impractical traditional theologies that distort the clear mes-
sage of the gospel.”

—Dr. Jon Mark Ruthven 
Professor emeritus of theology, Regent University



“Receive Your Miracle Now makes a clear biblical, historical, and 
theological case for the healing ministry today, as a normal and 
common expression of the gospel, and for the ongoing demonstra-
tion of the works of Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
This book provides a strategic thirty-thousand-foot view of the 
place of healing in evangelism and church ministry, but also pro-
vides a ground-level, tactical survey of every major biblical passage 
and theological topic that believers must know to effectively heal 
the sick and cast out demons. Combining his background as an 
engineer and his heart as a church planter, Bob uses the tools of 
careful, thorough research and scholarship to show readers why 
and how God heals the sick today. This book will convince you 
that God has always been in the business of rebuilding, restoring, 
healing, and delivering broken lives through the power that flows 
from the resurrected Lord Jesus and is released by the forgiveness 
of the cross.”

—Dr. Gary S. Greig 
Adjunct faculty, United Theological Seminary, Dayton, Ohio

“Receive Your Miracle Now starts with the moving testimony of 
one evangelical believer who, with his spouse, was touched by the 
healing power of the Holy Spirit through Randy Clark and has 
worked as a full-time minister of healing for the transformation 
of the church and the world. Bob Sawvelle testifies to the power 
evangelism and love evangelism of Jesus that can change ordinary 
Christians into extraordinary supernatural Christians with the 
heart of Jesus. Backed by God’s power to heal and restore, this 
book is biblically confirmable, historically verifiable, and theo-
logically authentic. I strongly recommend it to both pastors and 
laypeople.”

—Dr. Andrew Sung Park 
Professor of theology and ethics, United Theological Seminary, 

Dayton, Ohio



“We had the privilege of traveling to Brazil with Bob Sawvelle and 
witnessing firsthand his passion for the ministry of healing to be 
restored to the gospel message. After reading Receive Your Miracle 
Now, we were struck by the similarity between Bob’s journey 
into healing and our own. The biblical, historical, and theological 
foundation Bob has laid out for the ministry of healing to be fully 
restored to the church today is crucial for this season of awaken-
ing. He has done an outstanding job combining real scholarship 
with practical application. In particular, the immense amount of 
work he has put into researching the historical record of healing 
has resulted in a great resource for many pastors and leaders for 
generations to come.” 

—Steve and Sally Wilson  
Senior pastors, Dayspring, Springfield, Missouri 

Authors, Keep the Fire Burning and Incomplete by Design

“Dr. Bob Sawvelle has certainly laid a thorough foundation for 
the case of physical healing. Not only was healing intended for the 
first century, but it is equally intended for this century, as well. 
Bob’s personal journey of embracing healing will give affirmation 
to many who have been on that same journey, and it will inspire 
those who may have just begun this voyage. His scriptural sup-
port of healing in the gospel message throughout the Old and New 
Testaments clarifies its validity, and his examination of its history 
corroborates its presence in the kingdom of God today. I recom-
mend Receive Your Miracle Now to anyone who is seeking to build 
on their foundation for ministering to the sick and oppressed.”

—Dr. Rodney Hogue



“I have known Bob and Carolyn Sawvelle for more than a decade, 
and have watched Bob develop from a fledgling pastor of a small 
congregation to the solid leader of a thriving revival-minded church 
that is having a vital impact in its community. The concepts of this 
book are not merely theoretical. They’ve been hammered out in the 
crucible of experience. With that said, Receive Your Miracle Now is 
not merely a compilation of testimonies of God’s healing power; it 
is a thorough examination of the biblical, historical, and theolog-
ical perspectives of God’s continued outpouring of love and grace 
through healing and deliverance. All who aspire to be used by God 
in supernatural ministry will profit from this work.”

—Dick Joyce 
President, Global Impact Ministries

“There is in the church today a tension regarding the theological valid-
ity of healing and the practical implementation of healing gifts. Bob 
Sawvelle’s work provides a biblically sound theology for healing today 
and shows us how to bring healing into our local church. Receive Your 
Miracle Now will encourage you, motivate you, and activate you into 
the ministry of healing. This should be a must-read for all who dare 
to bring the power  of the kingdom of God into their world.”

—Dr. Nick Gough, MTS DMin 
Senior Pastor, Faith Center 

District Supervisor, Foursquare Gospel Church

“Receive Your Miracle Now is the direct result of both Bob Sawvelle’s 
academic study and his ministry experience. As a man who oper-
ates in the gifts of the Holy Spirit with a scholarly foundation, Bob 
is perfectly positioned to lead others into successful ministry to 
the sick, the hurting, and the demonized. This book provides both 
the testimonial and the scholarly support so important in building 
what the subtitle of this book refers to: A Case for Healing Today.”

—Dr. Tom Jones 
Executive vice president, Global Awakening



“Bob Sawvelle has woven together a thorough study of the promise 
and power of God to heal. He has anchored his research in the 
Old Testament promise to Israel in the wilderness that Yahweh 
is a healing God; he traces the power of the promise through the 
prophets, the psalms, and into the New Testament witness of Jesus 
as a healer. This book is an essential guide for clergy and churches 
seeking to usher in the kingdom of God through the power of His 
healing Spirit.”

—Dr. Thomas B. Dozeman 
Professor of Hebrew Bible 

United Theological Seminary, Dayton, OH 

“It was his laughter that marked him. We were among the children 
of post-war Mozambique, healing the sick and preaching good 
news to the poor. The joy of the Holy Spirit billowed from Bob’s 
soul and knit his heart to all those around us. Those days gave 
birth to Bob’s pastoral ministry and became the seedbed for this 
wonderful book, a work that will continue to fuel the revival of the 
healing gifts among the people of God. This is what I needed when 
first reading the Gospels and wondering why the miracles of Jesus 
were not evident among us today. It is readable, credible, clear, and 
wonderfully documented. Get ready to Receive Your Miracle Now, 
and release what you receive to others.

—Dr. Alan Hawkins 
Senior Pastor, New Life City Church  

Albuquerque, NM
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FOREWORD

Bob Sawvelle’s book, Receive Your Miracle Now: A Case for 
Healing Today, contains a wealth of well-written information. It 
proves that the gift of healing never died in the church. This is 
the kind of book I like to read—a serious study of the gifts of the 
Spirit in the Bible, church history, and theology. In each area of 
study, Bob interacts with biblical scholars, historians, and theolo-
gians, showing us their present-day positions instead of misrepre-
senting them as often happens by quoting some earlier cessationist 
belief they held to, that they denied later in life and may have even 
gone as far as contradicted by practicing healing and deliverance.

Receive Your Miracle Now is an enlightening read of honest 
scholarship, written not from the ivory tower of seminary but 
from the pastoral context of a church planter. Bob was an engineer 
prior to entering the ministry. His writing reflects his interest in 
understanding how things really work. I encourage anyone who 
wants to have a better understanding of the biblical, historical, 
and theological bases for believing in the continuation of the gifts, 
especially the gift of healing, to add this book to his or her library. 
This book is not milk—it is meat. It is a great introduction for pas-
tors who have questioned the continuation of the gifts of healing 
and the ministry of deliverance. 
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Readers will learn about Martin Luther and John Wesley’s 
belief in and practice of healing, as well as what modern biblical 
scholars are writing to champion the case of healing. You should 
buy it and keep it handy on your bookshelf or e-reader.

—Dr. Randy Clark 
Founder and president, Global Awakening and the Apostolic 

Network of Global Awakening 
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania
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PREFACE

The importance of theological perspective cannot be overem-
phasized. The church needs a firm foundation in the Word and 
the Spirit to aid the global expansion of Christianity. Poor the-
ology can hinder the work of the Spirit in the enlargement of 
God’s kingdom and growth of His church. On the other hand, 
good theology empowers the church to effectively release the love 
and power of God. With a proper foundation in the Word and 
in the Spirit, Christians are a compelling and potent force in our 
generation. 

Furthermore, it is essential that our theology is rooted in the 
revelation of God’s love for humanity and anchored in Christ’s 
finished work, which gives us the present-day authority needed 
for victorious living. Theology that stresses the ongoing mis-
sional model of the gospel of the kingdom of God will build faith 
in Christians to demonstrate the power of God’s kingdom. The 
result will be an enlargement of His kingdom and advancing of the 
church in the twenty-first century, as many come to Christ. 

The church is glorious, radiating God’s love and majesty; she 
is the very fullness of Christ, who is the Head of the church. (See 
Ephesians 1:22–23; 35:27.) The church is not God’s plan B—she 
was not God’s afterthought. On the contrary, she was God’s plan 
before the foundation of the world in Christ. She is destined to 
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reign with Him now and throughout eternity. The church is an 
eternal bride—loved, adored, and empowered—and she rep-
resents her Bridegroom to an orphaned world in need of God’s 
love and power. 

Good theology should develop a kingdom mind-set within 
God’s people, a victorious rather than a defeatist mind-set. The 
church needs Spirit-filled theology and training to equip believers 
to do the greater works of Christ. This has always been God’s plan 
from the beginning. (See Ephesians 4:11–12; John 14:12.)

The greatest hour of the church is upon her. She has the 
potential to lead untold millions of people around the globe to 
Christ. With the growth of technology and world population, 
an outpouring of the Spirit, and kingdom theology and minis-
try methods, the church should expect and realize great achieve-
ments. Case in point, today it’s estimated that nearly 700 million 
Christians worldwide are considered Pentecostal or charismatic, 
representing the largest demographic in Protestant Christianity! 
Well-balanced, Spirit-filled theology will empower the church to 
continue this growth and expansion of God’s kingdom.

The church is God’s bride, His beloved. He cares deeply 
about her and wants her to expand and grow. Therefore, the goal 
of Receive Your Miracle Now is to provide Christians with a solid 
biblical, historical, and theological framework for the gifts of the 
Spirit, specifically healing, in the twenty-first-century church, to 
aid in the advancement of the kingdom of God.



17

INTRODUCTION

Have you ever been desperate or in dire need of something? 
Desperation causes brazen persistency even in timid people. 
Desperation can psychologically or spiritually affect people, 
making them do almost anything—good or bad—to achieve their 
desire. Spiritual hunger can create a desperation that touches the 
very heart of God. When desperation is channeled constructively, 
breakthrough is possible—sometimes even miracles. 

I am reminded of the woman in Luke’s Gospel who had an 
issue of blood for twelve years. She spent all that she had on medical 
treatments, but doctors could not cure her. Her only hope was for 
a miracle, and her desperation led her to shameless action. While 
Jesus made His way to pray for Jairus’ daughter, this woman with 
this condition came up behind Jesus, perhaps crawling, just to touch 
the hem of His garment—her desperate act of faith. Levitical law 
forbade those with such a condition to be in public, let alone for a 
woman to come near and touch a teacher, a rabbi. Yet her despera-
tion led to bold faith and a breakthrough. When she touched His 
garment, at once her bleeding stopped. Jesus turned and asked, 
“Who touched me?” (Luke 8:45). Trembling, the woman fell before 
Him, and, in front of everyone, she told her healing testimony. She 
could have been stoned for what she had done; instead, she heard 
the words of Jesus, “Go in peace, daughter; your faith has healed 
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you.” (See verse 48.) Her need created desperation that led to risky 
faith and ultimately to her miracle. (See Luke 8:43–48.)

A few years ago, I prayed for a desperate woman. Many people 
were healed of various conditions that night as the team and I 
prayed. As the evening carried on, I began to tire, and my legs 
ached from standing for hours. At the end, I had just one more 
person to pray for and I would be done for the night. That last 
person was a young woman, perhaps in her late twenties, who 
limped up to me for prayer. She had patiently waited for hours 
during the meeting to receive prayer for healing. She was desper-
ate—she needed a miracle. 

I asked her what had happened. She explained that she had 
been in an auto accident the year before, which had severely dam-
aged her right knee. Even with constructive surgery, she was in 
constant pain and had little mobility in the knee. I had her sit on 
a chair, and I began to pray. After several minutes of prayer, her 
condition had not changed. With intense, piercing eyes and a look 
of desperation unlike any I had seen, she said to me, “Please, if you 
can do anything, help me!” My heart melted with compassion for 
her, and I thought to myself, I can’t do anything, but God can. Lord, 
she needs a miracle. 

I was tired and had had little faith for her healing when I first 
began to pray, but now the compassion of heaven welled up inside 
of me as I prayed once more. It was a short commanding prayer in 
the name of Jesus. I simply commanded all the pain in the knee 
to leave and for the knee to be restored to new condition. I sensed 
a surge of God’s power, something I seldom experience as I pray 
for others. Suddenly, she jumped out of the chair and moved her 
leg without restriction. She shouted, “I’m healed, I’m healed!” All 
her pain was gone, and she had full range of motion in her knee 
once again. Her desperate need of healing tugged on Jesus and His 
healing power. I was tired that night but just so happened to be 
God’s vessel to facilitate her miracle.
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Scripture tells us, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever” (Hebrews 13:8 nkjv). The passage defines the person of 
Jesus, His nature and mission, beyond the constraints of time—
perpetuating through the ages. Jesus, while on earth as fully God 
and fully Man, revealed the very nature and desire of the Father 
to restore mankind to relationship and wholeness with God. 
Everywhere Jesus traveled, He revealed the love, compassion, and 
power of God to heal and restore broken humanity—yesterday, 
today, and forever—beyond the limitations of time. 

Jesus brought people into contact with the rule of the kingdom 
of God. Every healing and miracle revealed the glory of God and 
the reality of God’s kingdom. Jesus commanded His disciples to 
proclaim the gospel, to heal the sick, and to deliver the oppressed, 
and He gave them authority to do it. The ministries of the twelve 
and the seventy were extensions of the mission and authority of 
Jesus. They were trained to bring God’s kingdom and rule on 
earth, and they were forerunners of a discipleship movement based 
on the authority and miraculous power imparted by Jesus. Jesus 
intended that His disciples continue this kingdom model of min-
istry until His second coming. 

Receive Your Miracle Now: A Case for Healing Today presents 
a strong argument for the legitimacy of Christian healing minis-
try today through a study of Scripture, history, and theology. In 
it, I examine key passages of Scripture in both the Old and New 
Testaments, healing throughout church history, and finally the 
theology of healing and deliverance ministries. Jesus is still healing 
today through ordinary Christians who know and understand this 
important aspect of kingdom ministry. This book will help read-
ers develop a theological foundation for healing ministry in the 
church. When healing is believed and practiced, Jesus is glorified, 
the sick are healed, the oppressed are freed, and God’s kingdom 
advances on the earth. 
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I’m convinced that this book is biblically accurate, historically 
representative, and theologically sound. If this subject is new to 
you, I encourage you to read this compelling case for healing min-
istry with an open mind and heart. For those who are familiar with 
this topic, I hope this in-depth study of healing ministry deepens 
your understanding of this important gift and strengthens your 
faith in the healing and deliverance ministries. May your journey 
into healing ministry be rich and rewarding, as many are in need 
of God’s love and power, which comes through ordinary people 
like you and me. 
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Chapter 1

HEALING MINISTRY REVEALED

Have you ever had a random encounter with a stranger that 
changed your life? Perhaps you met someone who had a timely 
word for you. Or maybe someone presented you with an opportu-
nity that opened up new possibilities. Or perhaps someone offered 
to pray for you—and God answered. 

Several years ago, my wife, Carolyn, suffered for months with 
an unknown intestinal condition that caused her extreme pain, 
discomfort, fatigue, and weight loss. She was unable to keep food 
in her system for very long, robbing her of important nutrients. At 
the time, we were small business owners with poor health insur-
ance. We avoided seeing a doctor, as our finances were limited and 
we thought her condition, although severe at times, would even-
tually heal. One morning, her symptoms became severer, and we 
discussed seeing a doctor. We began to pray, asking God for her 
healing and for clear direction as to what to do next. Carolyn left 
for work, and within two hours God answered our prayers.

After visiting a client’s business that morning, Carolyn entered 
her truck and was ready to drive out of the parking lot when she 
noticed two men who looked to be homeless sitting on a bench 
outside the business. Suddenly, one of them came and knocked 
on her truck window, motioning for her to roll down the window 
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to speak with her. Cautiously, she rolled the window down a few 
inches and asked what he wanted. 

He stated that he and his friend were visiting from the west 
side of the state. The man then asked her what church she attended. 
Carolyn was puzzled. How did this man know she was a Christian 
and was involved in a local church? Neither she nor her truck gave 
any indication of her faith. So she asked him, “How do you know I 
am a Christian?” The man responded by explaining that the Lord 
had revealed this information to him and had instructed him to 
come over and pray for her healing. He went on to ask if she would 
like to receive prayer. 

Carolyn thought to herself, Yes, I want prayer for healing! Not 
knowing the stranger and being unfamiliar with prayers for heal-
ing, she was very cautious at first, but eventually agreed to allow 
the man to pray for her. He said a simple prayer, “Lord, heal this 
woman in Jesus’ name!” Then he asked her if she was healed. 

Carolyn tried to explain that she would know as soon as she 
ate something, but the man would not let her finish a sentence. 
She tried again to explain it, but the man interrupted her again 
and insisted she give him a simple yes or no answer. 

Finally, frustrated with the man, Carolyn responded, “Yes!” 
Later she explained to me that it did not make sense for her to say 
no to the man. The moment Carolyn said yes, she felt a burning 
sensation in her lower abdomen near her colon. She was stunned 
but knew that God had just healed her. Her pain and discomfort 
were gone. It was her first healing experience with God.

Carolyn described this bizarre encounter to me later at lunch. 
She had no ill effects from eating lunch and worked the rest of the 
day with no discomfort. That evening, we went out to eat Mexican 
food—the spicier the better, we thought. Carolyn enjoyed her 
dinner pain-free with no additional side effects! Carolyn received 
her healing and has not suffered with this condition since. We 
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believe the heat she experienced in her abdomen after the man had 
prayed for her was God healing her digestive tract. 

A random encounter with a stranger awakened both of us to 
the reality of Jesus as healer. God not only healed Carolyn; He 
revealed something important to us about His nature and ways. 

THE THREAD OF HEALING
Eventually we discovered that the Bible, church history, and 

Christian theology reveal a belief in and practice of the gifts, or 
charisms, of the Spirit, including healing and deliverance. The early 
church’s model of power in kingdom ministry was the norm, as it 
should be for believers today in the twenty-first century. Christians 
who believe in and practice the gifts of the Spirit, including the 
ministry of healing and deliverance, keep this model of kingdom 
ministry still active and effective today. 

Examining the thread of healing throughout both the Old and 
New Testaments, it becomes evident that God is a healer. In the 
atonement, Jesus experienced both sin and sickness in our place, 
and as a result, He was able to offer us salvation and healing. The 
missional work of Jesus, demonstrating the gospel of the kingdom 
of God in power, is to be replicated by disciples of all ages until His 
second coming. Salvation, healing, and deliverance all should be 
present in the church; and when believed and practiced routinely, 
these gifts aid in advancing the kingdom of God and growing the 
church.

Throughout the Gospels, we see Jesus demonstrating the 
kingdom of God by healing the sick, casting out demons, and per-
forming miracles. The gospel of the kingdom was one of power 
that involved healing the sick and delivering the oppressed. After 
demonstrating, Jesus empowered the disciples to do the same: 
“Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them author-
ity over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease 



24  Receive Your Miracle Now

and every sickness” (Matthew 10:1). He commanded them to go, 
preach, heal, cast out demons, cleanse lepers, and raise the dead, as 
the occasion might demand. (See Matthew 10:7–8; Luke 9:1–2.) 
After His resurrection, Jesus commissioned the disciples to make 
disciples of all the nations, teaching the people to observe all that 
He had instructed them. (See Matthew 28:18–20.) What had He 
taught them? How to heal the sick, cast out demons, and proclaim 
the gospel of the kingdom in power, not just in word.

The gospel of the kingdom of God is a demonstration of the 
reality that the kingdom of heaven is at hand, as seen through 
the signs, wonders, and healings. It is more than verbal procla-
mation; it is backed by God’s power to heal and restore. This was 
the normal model of Christian ministry for the early church, and 
Christ intended it to be the common ministry practice of all who 
would believe and follow Him, including the twenty-first-century 
church!

ANOTHER SUNDAY
One Sunday like any other, the message ended and I gave an 

invitation for individuals in need of healing to come to the front of 
the sanctuary for prayer. Altar team workers lined the front and 
began to pray for healing for those who came forward, and God 
healed several people. I asked the congregation if anyone had a 
testimony of healing they would like to share. A woman named 
Dorothy came forward to share what God had done. 

Dorothy described how she had damaged her hip in an acci-
dent in Scotland ten years prior. The injury required surgery and 
the insertion of metal for restoration. Dorothy spent two weeks in 
the hospital for the surgery, after which she suffered constant pain 
in her hip and needed a cane to help her walk and keep her bal-
ance. She was unable to bend at the knees or walk upstairs without 
much pain and difficulty.
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After a few minutes of receiving prayer, Dorothy discovered 
that she was pain-free and could walk without a cane for the first 
time since the surgery ten years earlier! Dorothy was able to walk 
up and down the aisle in the church without assistance, and she 
discovered that she could even bend and squat with full motion 
and without pain. To this day, Dorothy is free from pain and able 
to walk without her cane.1

Unfortunately, healing ministry is not the norm in the major-
ity of our churches, even though it should be.

WHERE’S THE POWER?
As a young Christian, I witnessed little evidence of healing 

ministry in the churches I was involved with. It was the exception, 
not the rule. I spent my formative Christian years in an evangelical 
church setting that believed that the gifts of the Spirit were not 
operational through Christians today. However, the Gospels and 
the book of Acts portray a different story in the first-century church. 
Healing, prophecy, and miracles were frequent and common in the 
early church. I longingly desired to see the first-century miracles in 
the twentieth-century church. I began to wonder, Is this type of min-
istry available in the church today? Can Christians function in healing 
ministry today as they did in the New Testament?

One of the churches I attended early in my walk with God was 
extremely outspoken against any expression of charismatic min-
istry. The pastor, a sincere and educated man, would frequently 
declare that charismatic ministry was in error and of the devil. 
Furthermore, he and others commonly taught that the gifts of the 
Spirit had ceased. I was a new Christian, and the pastor’s confi-
dent assertions against charismatic ministry made me fear Spirit-
empowered ministry, including healing and deliverance. 

I barely survived the cessationist teaching discrediting the con-
tinuation and practice of spiritual gifts and healing that I received.2 
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Seeds of doubt had been planted within me as to the authenticity 
of the gifts of the Spirit; nonetheless, in my early thirties, I found 
myself with a renewed hunger and desperation for more of God. I 
believed there had to be more power available in the Christian life 
and church than what I had observed. I knew Christian character 
and the fruits of the Spirit were essential, but where was the power 
of the Spirit so freely given in the early church? I continued to read 
the Gospels, Acts, the Epistles, and other books, yearning for the 
authentic kingdom gospel to be made manifest in my generation. 
The seeds of doubt were slowly being removed from my mind and 
heart.

Over time, my fear of charismatic ministry gave way to frustra-
tion with the lack of power evidenced in the churches I attended. 
The more I heard others speak out against the gifts of the Spirit, 
the more I became frustrated with the lack of power I observed 
in the modern church. As I continued reading the Gospels, Acts, 
and the rest of the New Testament, my conviction deepened that 
the operation of the gifts of the Spirit, including healing and mir-
acles, was to be expected in our day. In addition, I found no con-
clusive passage of Scripture in the New Testament indicating that 
healing and deliverance had ceased. My desire to see the power of 
the Spirit to bring others to Christ and heal the sick grew steadily 
during this season of my life.

POWER HEALING
As I said, during this season of my spiritual journey, I read biog-

raphies of early Pentecostal leaders whom God used powerfully in 
healing and miracles, such as John G. Lake, Smith Wigglesworth, 
Aimee Semple McPherson, and Kathryn Kuhlman, to name a 
few. Reading about Kathryn Kuhlman especially influenced me, 
as I remembered watching her on television as a child. Her oft-
quoted statement “I believe in miracles” lingered in my mind as 
a young adult. I recalled images of her moving across the stage in 
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long, flowing dresses calling out conditions God was healing. Her 
meetings were powerful, something I had never observed in the 
church my family attended. 

Eventually, I read Power Healing3 (and later Power Evangelism) 
by Kevin Springer and John Wimber, cofounder of the Vineyard 
Movement. Wimber’s meetings were known for displays of God’s 
power, including healing, signs, and wonders. I also read about 
other ministers who operated in healing ministry—Oral Roberts, 
Kenneth Hagin, Lester Sumrall, and others. It was Power Healing, 
however, that hooked me. After reading that book, I had to learn 
and discover more about the gifts of the Spirit and how to function 
in the ministry of healing. 

I had reached a pivotal moment in my Christian journey—I 
firmly believed that God was still healing today to advance the 
gospel message of Jesus Christ. For the first time, I realized that 
Christians, not just certain ministers, could learn charismatic the-
ology and practical models of ministry to operate effectively in 
praying for the sick. My frustration with the lack of teaching and 
power in the church now turned into zeal to learn and experience 
present-day charismatic ministry. 

GOD’S POWER IN HAITI  
AND TORONTO

God deeply impacted Carolyn and me during a mission trip to 
Haiti in 1993. The trip was powerful, filled with opportunities to 
pray for the sick and minister to thousands in evangelistic crusades 
and churches in this impoverished nation. We were part of a team 
that witnessed hundreds of people coming to Christ as the power 
of God moved among the crowds with healing and deliverance. For 
the first time in our journey with Christ, we observed God’s power 
firsthand, similar to New Testament accounts. A new chapter was 
unfolding in our lives as we witnessed the reality that Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday, today, and forever. (See Hebrews 13:8.)
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We returned to Haiti in the spring of 1994 to help serve a 
missions organization. We had been in Haiti for just a few months 
when civil unrest erupted. In response, the United Nations sent 
troops to help stabilize the nation. Along with many other mis-
sionaries, we were sent home to the States until the situation nor-
malized. Little did we know, what seemed like a huge setback and 
disappointment was about to turn into a divine encounter with the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

We arrived home from Haiti and heard about an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit at a small church called Toronto Airport Vineyard 
Fellowship in Canada. We had previously scheduled a trip from 
our home base in Florida through several eastern states and finish-
ing in New York State before returning to Florida. But the buzz 
about Toronto had us longing to go and see God moving in power 
through this small church; so we changed our plans and left New 
York to spend one week in Toronto before heading back to Florida. 

This trip to Toronto turned out to be a divine encounter and 
defining moment in our journey with God. The Holy Spirit min-
istered to us spiritually and emotionally, and the physical mani-
festations of God’s power were unlike anything we had previously 
experienced. God’s loving presence was tangible as we were receiv-
ing prayer.

Since that trip to Toronto, the tangible presence of the Holy 
Spirit has become a normal part of our lives. That encounter in 
Toronto renewed our passion for reaching the lost and healing the 
sick through power evangelism and healing. Upon our return to 
Haiti at the end of the summer, we were equipped to minister a 
greater release of God’s love, compassion, and power.

MELBOURNE OUTPOURING
We returned home to Melbourne, Florida, from Haiti during 

the Christmas season. We were told of upcoming meetings in 



Healing Ministry Revealed  29

Melbourne with pastor and evangelist Randy Clark in 1995. 
Randy was the instrument God had used to ignite the revival in 
Toronto the year before, and now he was coming to our city. We 
were thrilled when asked to be part of Clark’s ministry team to 
pray for people at the altar during his meetings. Little did we know 
that we were about to reach another level in both understanding 
and imparting healing.

During the two weeks of Melbourne renewal meetings, we 
witnessed some of the most significant healings and miracles we 
had ever observed to date. God was moving in power, and people 
were coming from around the region to witness a fresh outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit.4 

For example, Clark prayed for a pastor suffering from a debili-
tating neck and spinal injury as a result of a weight-lifting accident. 
After roughly twenty minutes of prayer, the pastor was completely 
healed. He was able to move his head and neck without pain, 
despite the fact that a few of his vertebrae had been fused together. 
This astounded not only the crowd but later the doctors at Johns 
Hopkins as the X-rays revealed the damaged vertebrae were still 
fused together in spite of the pastor having full range of motion of 
his neck and no pain.

This miracle, along with Clark’s teaching on healing during 
those meetings, left a lasting impression upon me. Clark taught 
about healing in a sound, biblical manner, free of hype and manip-
ulation, and he relied on the present-day ministry of the Holy 
Spirit to heal in the name of Christ. I determined then to learn 
this model of healing, as it was considerably more effective than 
what I had previously observed in charismatic, Pentecostal, and 
Word of Faith teaching and training. 

Clark was influenced by the ministry of Wimber and the 
Vineyard Movement, as seen in his demonstration of Wimber’s 
model of ministry discussed in Power Healing.5 I eventually learned 
Wimber and Clark’s model of healing, commonly referred to as 
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the five-step prayer model; and through Clark and the training I 
received from his ministry, Global Awakening (GA), I began to 
operate with a greater release of the word of knowledge and healing. 

CHURCH PLANTING IN ARIZONA
After completing a season as missionaries in Haiti and as 

youth ministers in a church in central Florida, the Lord relo-
cated Carolyn and me to Tucson, Arizona, in 2001. Soon after we 
arrived, God led us to establish a church that would function as a 
praise and worship center and a training center to minister to the 
poor, heal the sick, deliver the oppressed, and reach the lost.

Our primary goal was to establish a discipleship model within 
a local church context that would train other believers to oper-
ate in the gifts of the Spirit in church settings and in the com-
munity, following the missional example and mandate of Jesus. In 
Spring 2002, we planted Passion Church (originally Tucson Area 
Christian Fellowship) in our home with six people. Today, Sunday 
services average approximately two to three hundred people, and 
we meet in a new sanctuary centrally located in Tucson. 

Just prior to establishing the church in 2002, I attended a 
conference in Virginia Beach where I met Pastor Tom Jones, who 
was affiliated with Clark and GA. Jones shared opportunities to 
travel with GA teams for missions and ministry outreach. Having 
previously been impacted by Clark’s healing ministry in 1995 in 
Melbourne, I realized the opportunity to travel with, learn from 
Clark and GA, and learn how to effectively heal the sick and min-
ister deliverance to the demonized, was not only compelling but 
God-ordained. 

GLOBAL AWAKENING
My first trip with Clark, Jones, and Global Awakening was 

to Mozambique in August 2002 to work alongside Rolland and 
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Heidi Baker, missionaries and founders of Iris Ministries, who 
oversee thousands of churches, train leaders, and minister among 
the poor. For two weeks, we engaged in ministry to orphans and 
the poor, training leaders during the day and conducting gospel 
crusade meetings in the villages in the evening. Healing and deliv-
erance were common in meetings, but they were dramatic at times. 

During one of the meetings, I and two other pastors min-
istered deliverance to a demon-possessed woman who had been 
involved with witchcraft. She was so severely demonized that it 
required six Mozambican men to restrain her from hurting her-
self or others. We took authority over the demons and lovingly led 
her through steps of professing her faith in Christ, renouncing her 
involvement with witchcraft, and receiving deliverance from the 
demonic spirits afflicting her. We were filled with joy upon seeing 
this woman stand in her right mind a few minutes later with tears 
of gratitude streaming down her face after experiencing the free-
dom that only Christ can give! 

I had not witnessed God’s power to heal, deliver, and trans-
form lives in such a dramatic fashion ever before. Clark believes, 
and I would concur, that what is taking place in Mozambique with 
the Bakers and Iris Ministries will prove to be one of the greatest 
revivals and movements in the twenty-first century. Once again, 
the church in the book of Acts seemed alive, and I became con-
vinced that we serve a God who is still healing today through ordi-
nary Christians who are completely yielded to Jesus and the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Since the trip to Mozambique, Passion Church members and 
I have made more than twenty ministry trips with Clark and GA 
teams to the nations. Several powerful trips to Brazil have proven 
to be healing and deliverance training sessions for team members, 
as they frequently prayed for ten to twenty people, sometimes even 
more, during each evening on the trip. 
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On two occasions, Clark and two other pastors invited me to 
help lead GA teams in India. On these trips, GA trained lead-
ers during the day to effectively pray for the sick and deliver the 
oppressed, and held gospel healing crusades in the evenings. 
Thousands of leaders were trained, and thousands more from the 
surrounding communities attended the nightly crusade meetings, 
where hundreds received Christ, healing, and deliverance. 

On one of the trips to India, I witnessed a young GA intern 
pray for three blind men in a row, and all three received their sight. 
This same trip yielded the miraculous healing of several more 
blind people as team members prayed for them during three days 
of ministry in the village. These intercessors were not pastors or 
ministers but ordinary team members who witnessed God heal 
the majority of the blind eyes during the trip. 

The result of the GA trips, along with our affiliation with 
Clark and GA as Apostolic Network of Global Awakening 
(ANGA) ministers and network church members, have created 
a supernatural church culture in which healing and deliverance 
ministry are normal and expected in the body of Christ. The Holy 
Spirit is welcome to move and minister in our church; and where 
the Holy Spirit is welcome, we can expect the supernatural!

In 2007, 2008, and 2014, we helped host Clark and GA in 
Tucson to lead healing schools and conferences. Not only were 
many people healed in the meetings, but several hundred commu-
nity participants were trained in healing and deliverance ministry, 
as well. 

In the 2007 healing school, a young woman who had been 
diagnosed with schizophrenia shortly after going to college expe-
rienced a miracle. The illness was debilitating, making her with-
drawn, isolated, and unable to function around people or in a work 
environment. Her healing was a breakthrough not only for her, 
but for Clark and GA associates, who had never before witnessed 
healing of a schizophrenia.6 
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Today, as a result of the GA training many believers in our 
community received during these schools, coupled with additional 
healing training in our area, several churches have healing teams 
and healing rooms in Tucson.7

PASSION CHURCH
In Tucson, Passion Church is known for healing, miracles, and 

deliverance. We frequently hold special healing services (though 
we pray for the sick during every service), and are involved in com-
munity outreach in which healing the sick and deliverance from 
demonic oppression are common. We train our church members 
in the GA five-step prayer model, which teaches how to receive 
words of knowledge and how to minister deliverance. Members 
are trained and encouraged to minister to others within the 
church setting and to use this five-step prayer model as a tool for 
evangelism. 

My journey into healing ministry, while slow and frustrat-
ing at first, led me and my ministry into knowledge and training 
that has transformed our lives and ministry. I am thankful God 
opened my eyes to the truth of healing and deliverance for today, 
and gave me many opportunities to learn and train others in this 
essential area of Christian ministry. In addition, I’m grateful for 
the pioneers of modern healing ministry, men such as Wimber 
and Clark, who have paid the price to learn how to hear God’s 
voice and to pray effectively for the sick and who persist despite 
ridicule and disdain from many people both within and outside 
of the church. I’m even more grateful that Wimber, Clark, and 
others have learned the value of replicating this model of kingdom 
discipleship, which includes healing and deliverance ministry, in 
the lives of others. Their diligence has created a movement among 
churches of ordinary believers praying effectively for others to be 
healed! 
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As a result of the training we have received, we have been able 
to train and replicate this ministry in others at Passion Church 
and elsewhere. Over the past several years, not only have Carolyn 
and I witnessed God healing many people through our ministry, 
but many at Passion Church have also witnessed significant heal-
ings as they pray for others. I have wondered where some of these 
people would be if we hadn’t believed the case for healing today, 
and learned and put into practice the methods of healing ministry 
we’ve gleaned over the years.

Throughout this book, I describe the link between power 
evangelism and church growth. While evangelism has many 
facets, such as presentation and presence evangelism, power evan-
gelism is closely linked to the missional model taught and demon-
strated by Jesus and the early church. I examined this link in my 
doctoral thesis with a model I termed “Encounter Evangelism.”8 

Not everyone who encounters God through evangelistic outreach 
joins a church; nevertheless, the impact of the Spirit upon people 
through the lives of ordinary believers can be dramatic. Below I 
will give some examples of how present-day charismatic ministry 
can affect people. 

HEALING IN THE SOUP AISLE
One day, one of the men in our church, Rick, was in a Fry’s 

supermarket looking at soup. Rick was new to the gifts of the Spirit 
and Encounter Evangelism, but he and an unsuspecting shopper in 
the canned-food aisle were about to have a supernatural encounter 
with God’s love and power.

Rick heard the Lord say to him, “Put the soup down and pray 
for the woman behind you.” A little stunned, he turned around 
and saw a woman trying to reach a can on the top shelf. Rick asked 
the woman if he could help her, and she responded yes, grateful for 
his assistance. Then Rick took a chance and asked if he could pray 
for her arm to be healed, and once again she accepted. 
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The woman told Rick she had a severe disability in her arm 
that prevented her from lifting it very high, coupled with an 
extreme pain. He said a simple prayer for her, commanding the 
pain to leave and for mobility to return to her arm in the name of 
Jesus, and then told her to try to move it, to do something with it 
she could not do before. The woman tried to move the arm but 
exhibited little improvement. She thanked Rick for his help in get-
ting the can off the shelf and exclaimed as she walked away, “Well, 
at least someone prayed!”

A few minutes later, Rick was in the produce section look-
ing at tomatoes. This same woman came rushing over toward him 
shouting, “What did you do to me? My arm is totally healed!” She 
was now able to lift her arm over her head and without pain. 

This created a stir among the other shoppers, and soon a small 
crowd had gathered around Rick in the grocery store. One of the 
men in the crowd asked, “Can you pray for my knee?” Rick agreed 
and prayed for the man’s knee. The man received healing—the 
pain left and he was able to move his knee. Another man asked 
Risk for prayer and received healing. The pain left and mobility 
returned to both his arm and elbow. 

After praying for these two men, Rick finished shopping and 
made his way to the checkout counter, where the manager asked 
him, “What was going on in my produce department?” Rick rather 
cautiously explained that he had prayed for a woman and two men 
and God had healed all three of them. The manager replied, “Well, 
can you pray for me too?” Rick proceeded to pray for the man-
ager, who afterward asked how he could help the church with food 
donations!

Rick shared his experience with his Encounter Evangelism 
class and again at Passion Church the following Sunday. He said, 
“I have never done anything like this before, but through the train-
ing I received in class and what I just saw God do, I now have the 
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confidence to pray for people for healing and to share Christ with 
them in public.” 

Rick continues to use his Encounter Evangelism skills to min-
ister to people he encounters in public. What is most interesting 
is that Rick is a quiet, soft-spoken person; you would not consider 
him to be gregarious or a natural evangelist. He is simply a person 
who has learned how to hear God’s voice and obey the leading of 
the Holy Spirit. Now he is confident that God can use him as a 
vessel of His love and healing power can flow to minister to others.

FROM HOSPICE TO WHOLENESS
A couple of years ago, our church office received a phone call 

from a man for his close friend Anthony, who was in a coma at St. 
Joseph’s Hospital in Tucson. He had heard about some of the heal-
ings that occurred at our church and wondered if a few individuals 
could go to the hospital to pray for Anthony. My wife arranged for 
a couple of our men to go and pray with Anthony for his healing. 

We found out that Anthony had been in the hospital for weeks 
due to a heart condition and had slipped into a coma. The doctors 
had begun to prepare the family for the possibility of death, and 
they were getting ready to send him to hospice because there was 
nothing more they could do. Over a period of a few weeks, men 
from our ministry went to Anthony’s hospital room to pray for 
him, and soon his condition significantly improved. 

After several weeks of consistent prayer ministry, Anthony 
awoke from a coma and was eventually able to walk, leave the hos-
pital, and resume a normal lifestyle. He was miraculously healed! 
The doctors and nurses were amazed; all who knew of Anthony’s 
condition called it a miracle; Anthony and his wife shared their tes-
timony at Passion Church; and everyone celebrated their miracle. 

Anthony’s story likely would have turned out different had 
these humble servants not gone to visit him and persisted in 
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prayer. We serve a miraculous God who still heals through ordi-
nary believers who know their authority in Christ. 

DEBILITATING BACK PAIN HEALED
While ministering in Pittsburgh recently, I prayed for Karen, a 

woman who was suffering from debilitating back pain. Due to birth 
defects, lumbar scoliosis, her job as a nurse, numerous car accidents, 
and needing to wear a boot on her left foot for over three months 
due to a fall, Karen was experiencing significant pain in her back 
and spine. Her height had always been five foot four and one-half 
inches, but aging had reduced her to five foot four inches. During a 
doctor’s appointment in 2015, Karen’s height was measured at five 
foot one inch—a three-inch decrease in only six months. Karen’s 
back pain was severe and her spine was deteriorating. 

Because Karen could not move without experiencing severe 
pain, she went to see a pain management doctor, who ordered an 
MRI and discovered two fractured discs in her spine. The doctor 
prescribed epidural injections, which helped the pain, but Karen 
was still unable to move about easily or breathe normally without 
pain. She was also visiting a chiropractor twice a week for treat-
ments, as well as taking prescribed pain medications and muscle 
relaxants. Doctors were recommending back surgery, cautioning 
her that while the surgery would enable her to stand upright and 
straight, it would not relieve the pain. 

Karen and her husband continued to seek God for wisdom 
regarding the back surgery and continued to pray and believe for 
complete healing and restoration of her spine.

During the Saturday evening service, I met Karen and prayed 
for healing in her back. She began to experience a change right 
away. She describes, “I immediately felt my back straighten and 
the pain subside.… I found myself able to stand and breathe deeply 
without pain, something I was unable to do for months.” 
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Sunday morning, Karen was able to get out of bed without 
using her cane or receiving assistance from her husband, Steve. 
While in the shower that morning, Karen discovered that she was 
able to reach things that she could not reach before. When Steve 
measured Karen’s height, to their amazement, she was now five 
foot two and three-quarter inches tall. That Sunday, as she came 
into the church service, she was walking upright, taller, and nearly 
pain-free. 

After receiving more prayer following the Sunday morning 
service, Karen’s spine further adjusted, and all remaining lower 
back pain left. She was able to walk up the stairs of the church 
platform pain-free and without anyone else’s assistance or the need 
of a walker, something she had previously been unable to do.

The following Tuesday Karen went to see her chiropractor, 
who asked, “Karen, what is going on?” She shared with him what 
had occurred after she had received prayer the previous weekend. 
The chiropractor carefully examined her back and observed that 
all of the muscles were loose and flexible and that each vertebra 
and their associated muscles were not tight or pulling on her spine. 
Because of God’s miraculous healing Karen is getting stronger and 
stronger. She is able to walk and do things she was unable to do 
before. While she previously saw her chiropractor twice a week, 
Karen now only sees him every couple of weeks. God is a good, 
good Father!

ORDINARY BELIEVERS 
God works through ordinary believers who understand what 

Christ has commissioned them to do and who believe that God 
is faithful to demonstrate the gospel message through healing, 
deliverance, and other gifts of the Spirit as much as by speaking 
it. While we may never know the extent to which medical treat-
ments had on healing Karen’s back, we do know that her condi-
tion was extremely painful and serious, and that she is now seeing 
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remarkable improvement in her physical condition. For that, we 
give God glory and are thankful for the attending doctors and 
medical treatments she is receiving. She is vibrant and radiating 
God’s love and peace, and now able to move about more easily and 
with little pain. 

Christians who understand the Great Commission and have 
a kingdom perspective frequently observe dramatic healings and 
miracles as they pray for others, as well as have more effectiveness 
in evangelism and church growth.9 In light of this truth, we will 
examine the biblical considerations of healing and deliverance in 
the church today. It is my prayer that this study will help you to 
become more confident in God’s desire and ability to heal and 
restore His creation today, and that it would help you to boldly 
carry out your kingdom mission of salvation and restoration.

NOTES
1. Dorothy’s testimony, as well as other healing testimonies, can be found on the 
Passion Church YouTube site, www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbpYFnpcSmc.
2. Cessationism is principally the belief that the gifts (charisms) of the Holy Spirit 
ceased after the completion of the canon of Scripture and the end of the apostolic 
age. The cessationist position primarily states that present-day charisms of the 
Holy Spirit (see 1 Corinthians 12:7–11) and present-day apostles and prophets 
(see Ephesians 2:20, 4:11) are no longer in operation. For a thorough examination 
of cessationism, see Jon Mark Ruthven, On the Cessation of the Charismata: The 
Protestant Polemic on Post-Biblical Miracles (Tulsa, OK: Word & Spirit Press, 
2011), passim.
3. John Wimber and Kevin Springer, Power Healing, (New York, NY: 
HarperCollins, 1987).
4. Geoff Waugh, Revival Fires: History’s Mighty Revivals (Mechanicsburg, PA: The 
Apostolic Network of Global Awakening, 2011). Waugh recounts the highlights 
of this outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Melbourne, Florida, in January 1995.
5. Randy Clark, Lighting Fires (Lake Mary, FL: Creation House, 1998), 41–68. 
Clark was impacted as a Baptist pastor by the ministry of John Wimber and the 
Vineyard Church movement. Clark later became associated with the Vineyard 
and began to operate in words of knowledge, healing, and miracles as a normal 
part of ministry. It was this Vineyard model and style of ministry that Clark 
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operated in that captivated my attention.
6. Bill Johnson and Randy Clark, Healing Unplugged (Bloomington, MN: Chosen 
Books, 2012), 126. Clark writes of the healing: “Everything else was falling, but 
we still had this Goliath, and it was schizophrenia. In Tucson, Arizona, though, 
we saw a young woman who was in the psych ward with schizophrenia 180 days 
a year. She could not even speak in sentences. She was marvelously healed, kind 
of a sovereign healing in a way. God had spoken some things to her dad. And the 
guy who prayed for her just said, ‘I bless you in Jesus’ name.’ Then she heard the 
Lord tell her to anoint herself with oil. She went home and anointed herself with 
flaxseed oil, then she lay trembling on the floor all night. The next morning, she 
was normal.” I happened to be the person who prayed a simple prayer of blessing 
over her.
7. For more on the global impact of Global Awakening (GA), see Candy Gunther 
Brown, Testing Prayer: Science and Healing (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 
Press, 2012), 21–63. A particularly helpful observation is on page 38: “The 
Apostolic Network of Global Awakening is one of a number of transnational, 
cross-cultural, relational, and institutional networks whose divine healing 
practices are contributing to the global expansion of Christianity.”
8. “Encounter Evangelism: Utilizing the Charisms of the Holy Spirit to Aid in 
Evangelism and Church Growth.”
9. Brown, Testing Prayer, 27. According to Brown, “ANGA-bridged networks—
though not coterminous with global Pentecostalism—exemplify the 
multidirectional, global patterns of cultural exchange through which healing 
prayer feeds Pentecostal growth.” Encountering God through healing prayer or 
other charisms of the Spirit has continued to be an effective means of evangelism 
since Christ instituted this missional model.


