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PREFACE

In his most helpful work on the Pentateuch, S. Ridout makes 
the following introductory remarks, which we take the liberty of 
using to introduce this simple study.

There can be no doubt that we are justified in taking 
the first five books of the Bible as forming a group by 
themselves.

The division of the Old Testament Scriptures into 
the Law, the Prophets (former and latter), and the 
Hagiographa, or Kethubhim, (the Sacred Writings) has 
always been recognized and is the division mentioned by 
our Lord Himself when He said: “That all things must 
be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, 
and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me” 
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(Luke 24:44); and the “psalms” included the other poet-
ical books.

There can be no question that these first five books 
were written by Moses….Our Lord evidently considered 
the first five book of the Bible as the inspired product of 
Moses: “For [Moses] wrote of me. But if ye believe not 
his writings, how shall ye believe my words” (John 5:47).

We could not think of putting the Pentateuch in any 
other but its present place, at the beginning of the entire 
Book of inspiration. Morally, historically, and doctrin-
ally, it forms the introduction to all that comes after. 
If, for instance, we plunged into the history of Israel 
in Joshua, we would be ignorant of the antecedents of 
the nation, of God’s ways with them, and of the reasons 
which had led Him to take them up in distinction from 
all other nations. Similarly, if we placed the Pentateuch 
at the close of the Old Testament, we would find that 
the preceding books of the Prophets and Psalms were 
largely inexplicable.

The Pentateuch is an essential introduction to the 
entire Word of God. It opens that which is afterwards 
unopened, and ever leads us on in hope of a consumma-
tion which, though distant, is certain.

Not only is the Pentateuch an introduction to the 
Scriptures as a whole, but we may say it is the model 
upon which the entire Word of God is written.1

1. Samuel Ridout, The Pentateuch (New York: Bible Truth Library, 1919).
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With these weighty words of Mr. Ridout before us, we are 
prepared to enter upon a somewhat general survey of the books 
of Moses.

It is needless to say that much help has been derived from 
various Bible study books, and grateful acknowledgment is made 
for all of these contributions.

In the preparation of the following chapters, we have had in 
mind the Christian worker who has little opportunity for more 
extensive study.

The questionnaire at the conclusion of each book will, it is 
hoped, assist leaders in Bible school work, group classes, etc.

—Herbert Lockyer
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1

THE ROMANCE OF THE BIBLE

The Bible is the masterpiece of the divine Mind. For over eigh-
teen centuries it has existed as we now have it. Whatever indi-
cation of human arrangement there may be about it, it bears the 
stamp of divine inspiration. At the back of all human construc-
tion there is the hand of God. The Bible is not an arsenal of texts 
for preachers to choose from; it is a divine textbook.

In this meditation it will be our endeavor to present a bird’s 
eye view of the contents of God’s incomparable Word.

THE OLD TESTAMENT
In this first part of the Bible, the theme of redemption is in 

its early, incomplete, and typical form. Two stages are presented, 
namely:

The Introduction: Genesis to Deuteronomy—5 books.
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The Development: Joshua to Malachi—34 books.

1. The Historical Books

The origin and establishment of the Israelite nation: Genesis 
to Ruth.

The development and fortunes of the kingdom: 1 Samuel to 
Esther.

The record of the origin of the plan of redemption, and the 
chosen nation to whom it was committed by God through Moses 
for themselves and the world, is given in the Pentateuch. Each of 
the five books presents a different phase:

Genesis—Origin of creation and the nation.

Exodus—Commandments and ordinances given to the 
nation.

Leviticus—Way of access to and worship of God.

Numbers—Organization of the nation.

Deuteronomy—Preparation of the nation for the land. 

The word Pentateuch means “five books,” and these books are 
known as “the Law.”

In the development of the national life of Israel, we find the 
people under a theocracy. Theos means “God.”

In Joshua, the nation is in the land.

In Judges, the nation is tried and fails.

In Ruth, we see the origin of the messianic king.

From theocracy, the nation passes to monarchy. Visible kings 
now preside over the affairs of the people. Six books are taken up 
with this phase of the nation’s development:
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1 and 2 Samuel—Deliverance of the people. Their religious 
reformation. The Davidic covenant.

I and 2 Kings—The civil history of the nation to the captiv-
ity. Failure of the monarchy.

I and 2 Chronicles—Religious history of the nation to the 
decree of Cyrus.

First, we see the kingdom united under Saul, David, and 
Solomon. Then the kingdom is divided—Israel with ten tribes 
and Shechem as its capital; Judah with two tribes and Jerusalem 
as its center. The kingdom being united again is the theme of the 
prophets.

After the captivities we have the dependency. The restoration 
to the land under the rule of Gentiles covers three books:

Ezra—Return of the remnant and rebuilding of the temple.

Nehemiah—Rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. Renewal 
of covenant.

Esther—God’s providential care of His people in the 
dispersion.

We can apportion the ministry of the prophets to the 
Historical Portion in this fashion:

The preparation of the people for the coming of the Messiah 
is contained in sixteen books of the Bible: 

1. Seven prophets seek to save Israel and Judah from 
Assyria—Joel, Amos, Isaiah, Micah, Obadiah, Jonah, 
and Hosea.

2. Four prophets seek to save Judah from Babylon—
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and Jeremiah.
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3. Two prophets seek to save a remnant and to prepare 
them for restoration—Ezekiel and Daniel.

4. Three prophets of the restoration guide the remnant 
and prepare them for the coming of the Messiah—
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.

2. The Poetical Books

This section is distinctively experimental in character. The 
development of the religious life of the people forms the burden 
of these six books. Each book is taken up with some phase of 
experimental godliness. Thus are portrayed the characteristics 
of the King’s elect.

A. Didactic: Practical Religious Life

Job—The suffering of the righteous. The elect are here 
instructed in the death of self.

Proverbs—Obedience to God in daily life. The divine guid-
ance and daily conduct of the elect are here in view. This book 
gives a series of practical and sententious counsels. “Wisdom” 
and “wise” are its keynotes.

Ecclesiastes—Vanity of worldliness. The elect are here taught 
the emptiness of earthly gain. “Vanity” and “under the sun” are 
its pervading keynotes.

B. Lyric: Devotional Religious Life

The Psalms—Religious feelings. The varying experiences of 
the elect are here clothed in the language of prayer and promise. 
The keynotes are “blessed” and “praise.”
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The Song of Solomon—The love of the soul for God. The 
union and communion of the elect with the King is the spiritual 
message of this book.

Lamentations—The Giver of national blessings. Because of 
its likeness to poetry, we include Jeremiah’s work under this sec-
tion. Here God is seen as the Friend of the elect.

3. The Prophetical Books

This section is usually separated into two divisions, namely:

A. Major Prophets

Each prophet, it will be found, has his peculiar and dis-
tinctive title or description of the King, whose coming they all 
proclaim:

Isaiah—The King who comes to subdue rebellion and estab-
lish His authority. Isaiah’s keynote is “glory.”

Jeremiah—Jehovah of Hosts who comes to punish sin and 
teach the righteous. “Evil” is this prophet’s keynote.

Ezekiel—The Lord God comes for chastisement. He pun-
ishes His covenant people for their unfaithfulness to covenant 
obligations.

Daniel—The Ancient of Days, the God of heaven, casts 
down earthly thrones. “Kingdom” is Daniel’s keynote.

B. Minor Prophets

So called because smaller in compass.

Hosea—Israel is the unfaithful wife. The King is Ishi, “my 
husband.” “Return” is the keynote.
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Joel—Jehovah plagues the land, then restores it. “The land” 
is Joel’s keynote.

Amos—Adonai-Jehovah, the God of Hosts, punishes and 
then uplifts a sinful people.

Obadiah—The cruel brother of Israel is rebuked. “Esau” is 
the keynote.

The four succeeding prophets point to the instruments that 
the King will use at His coming:

Jonah—Type of unfaithful ministry. Jehovah-Elohim chas-
tens. Keynote of the book is “arise.”

Micah—The remnant is brought low, yet preserved by God’s 
grace and faithfulness. Keynote is “the remnant.”

Nahum—This prophet predicts the overthrow and destruc-
tion of the proud, imperial city of Nineveh. Keynote is “no more.”

Habakkuk—The personal antichrist. Double keynote, “the 
wicked (one)” and “love to Him.”

The remaining group foretells the issue of the King’s coming, 
with immediate reference to contemporaneous events. Here 
events are antitypes.

Zephaniah—The appearing of “The King of Israel, Jehovah.” 
The great tribulation. Keynote, “the day of wrath.”

Haggai—Return from Babylonian Captivity. The temple 
rebuilt. The appearance of “the Desire of all Nations.” Points for-
ward to the glorious and permanent reestablishment. Keynote, 
“Jehovah’s house.”

Zechariah—The King, Jehovah of Hosts, is in the midst. 
Predictions are not limited to time or age. Keynote, “the city rebuilt.”
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Malachi—The King as Jehovah of Hosts is again promi-
nent. Foretells the renewal of the national covenant with Israel. 
Keynote, “return.”

THE INTER-TESTAMENT PERIOD
The blank page in our Bibles between the Old and New 

Testaments represents a period of some four hundred years. 
There is no biblical account of what transpired during these four 
centuries. Secular history, however, fills in the blank. A most 
interesting and concise account of this period is given by Dr. C. I. 
Scofield in the Scofield Reference Bible, under the title of “From 
Malachi to Matthew.” As a background to the New Testament, 
one could also read The Four Hundred Silent Years, by Dr. H. A. 
Ironside.

Politically, the fortunes of the Palestinian Jews followed 
the history of the Gentile world empire foretold by Daniel (see 
Daniel 2:7), with one exception—the Maccabean revolt.

Religiously, the history of the Jews during the long period 
from Malachi to Christ followed, and the outer ceremonial, the 
high-priestly office, the temple worship, and the course of the 
troublesome political history are of scant interest.

During this period there arose the two great sects known in 
the gospel narratives as Pharisees and Sadducees. Under their 
hands traditions accumulated—traditions which Christ tried 
hard to destroy as He exercised His ministry. As the drooping 
moss, growing in different parts of Florida, covers all trees and 
ultimately destroys their beauty and life, so the moss of tradition 
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obscured the law, and Jesus had to spend much of His time clear-
ing away such parasitical growth.

THE NEW TESTAMENT
The second part of our Bible is called “New,” seeing that it 

introduces a New Dispensation. B.C. (Before Christ) covers the 
Old Testament. We now come to A.D. (The Year of Our Lord).

The books of the New Testament can be conveniently gath-
ered into seven distinct groups:

1. First Group—The Christ of the Gospels

The first three gospels are known as the Synoptic Gospels, 
seeing as they largely adopt the same viewpoint:

Matthew—Christ the King. Keynote, “kingdom.” Our Lord’s 
genealogy is traced from Abraham. Symbol, the lion.

Mark—Christ the Servant. Keynote, “immediately,” an 
appropriate word for a Servant of God and man. Symbol, the ox.

Luke—Christ the Man. Keynote, “the Son of Man.” This 
gospel provides a full account of His human origin. Genealogy 
goes back to Adam. Symbol, the Man.

John—Christ as God. Keynote, “I AM.” Deity is the domi-
nant feature in John. Symbol, the eagle.

2. Second Group—The Christian Church

Acts—The history of the church’s foundation. Keynote, “the 
Holy Ghost.”
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Romans—The message of the church. Keynotes, “righteous-
ness” and “faith.”

I Corinthians—The membership of the church, with its priv-
ileges and responsibilities. Keynote, “called to be saints.”

2 Corinthians—The ministry of the church. Keynote, 
“ministry.”

3. Third Group—The Christian Believer

Galatians—The liberty of the believer. Keynotes, “bondage” 
and “liberty.”

Ephesians—The standing and status of the believer. Keynote, 
“in Christ.”

Philippians—The progress and development of the believer. 
Keynote, “more.”

Colossians—The life of the believer. Keynotes, “risen” and 
“hid.”

4. Fourth Group—The Christian Hope

1 Thessalonians—The second coming of Christ in relation to 
the church. Keynote, “coming.”

2 Thessalonians—The second coming of Christ in relation to 
the World. Keynote, “He shall come.”

5. Fifth Group—The Christian Pastor

1 Timothy—The pastor set forth as ruler. Keynote, “charge.”

2 Timothy—The pastor as worker or servant. Keynote, 
“endure.”
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Titus—The pastor as instructor. Keynote, “sound doctrine.”

Philemon—The pastor as a spiritual man. Keynote, 
“brother.” He is responsible for a rich effusion of Christian love 
and sympathy.

6. Sixth Group—The Christian Profession

Hebrews—The Christian profession contrasted with the 
Mosaic economy. Keynote, “better.”

James—The Christian profession in relation to practical 
morality. Keynote, “works.”

1 Peter—The Christian profession in relation to a persecut-
ing world. Keynote, “suffering.”

2 Peter—The Christian profession in relation to false teach-
ers. Keynote, “knowledge.”

7. Seventh Group—The Christian Faith

1 John—The Christian faith: Live it! Keynote, “we have.”

2 John—The Christian faith: Guard it! Keynote, “His 
doctrine.”

3 John—The Christian faith: Further it! Keynote, “the truth.”

Jude—The Christian faith: Hold fast to it! Keynote, “kept.”

Revelation—The Christian faith: Its glorious consumma-
tion. Keynotes, “amen” and “come quickly.” This climactic book 
of Scripture combines the subjects of 1 and 2 Thessalonians. 
Glory, grace, and government are Dr. G. Campbell Morgan’s 
suggestions for its convenient divisions: glory (chapter 1); grace 
(chapters 2–3); government (chapters 4–22).
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QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW

1. What is the Bible?

2. For how many centuries has the Bible existed as we have it 
today?

3. How many principal divisions in the Old Testament? Name 
them.

4. What is the great theme of the Old Testament in typical 
form, and through what nation was it revealed by God?

5. What were the three forms of government employed in the 
Old Testament?

6. What were the divisions of the kingdom of Israel after the 
reign of Solomon? How many tribes in each division?

7. What prophets sought to prepare the people for the coming 
of the Messiah?

8. What are the two divisions of the poetical books? Name the 
three books in each division.

9. What are the two great divisions of the prophetic books? 
Give the names of the books under each division.

10. About how many years intervened between the Old and 
New Testaments?

11. How many groups of books in the New Testament? Name 
them and give the keynote of each book.


