
What People Are Saying About  
James W. Goll and The Discerner…

When I think about my friend James Goll, I think of a man with-
out compromise, a man without guile. He reminds me of the prophet 
Daniel in the Scriptures because he is single in focus and a man of 
integrity. His life, in good times and in bad, seems to be a prophetic 
parable of God’s limitless grace working in the life of His servant. This 
servant of the Lord is also one of the finest students of the Word I have 
ever met. His pursuit of all that is true seems to attract insights and 
revelation in a measure that is not normal for most of us. James Goll’s 
passion is to make it practical, and then give it all away. I believe the 
book The Discerner is a gift from this prophet to the church. And much 
like his book The Seer, it will mark the church for decades to come. 
Read, enjoy, and be inspired, equipped, and empowered for such a time 
as this.

—Bill Johnson 
Bethel Church, Redding, CA 

Author, When Heaven Invades Earth and God Is Good

As I travel the nation teaching spiritual warfare principles, one truth 
becomes painfully clear: the body of Christ, at large, lacks discern-
ment. The reality is that many believers have simply not been activated 
or trained to discern spirits. Yet discernment is a vital gift in this hour 
as false prophets, false teachers, and even false christs are rising around 
the world with smooth sayings, rhymes, and riddles.

Discerning of spirits is one of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit Paul 
lists in 1 Corinthians 12:7–11. It is the Holy Spirit-inspired ability to 
distinguish between the operations of the Holy Spirit, a demon spirit, 
and the human spirit. Discerning of spirits is especially helpful in 
prophecy, where we need to test the spirits to see if they are of God 
(1 John 4:1). It’s also vital in spiritual warfare so that we accurately 
determine what we’re battling instead of just beating the air through 
guessing games (1 Corinthians 9:26).

James Goll’s latest book, The Discerner, equips the body in discern-
ment. Given the goings-on in the world and in the church, this book is 



right on time. Readers will understand, with clarity, how to press in to 
the gift of discernment in its many manifestations, as well as cultivate 
biblical discernment to test the spirits. I thank God that James wrote 
this practical book. It is truly for such a time as this.

—Jennifer LeClaire 
Senior Editor, Charisma and SpiritLed Woman 

Senior Leader, Awakening House of Prayer, Fort Lauderdale, FL

I admire Prophet James Goll for the tremendous influence he has been 
for so many years, and continues to be, in the prophetic awakening in 
the body of Christ. I consider him to be one of the end-time prophets 
who not only accurately prophesies the future but also brings a pow-
erful manifestation of worship and miracles in the now whenever he 
flows in the prophetic. He is a seasoned man of the Word who knows 
how to hear the voice of the Spirit of God so as to bring a fresh revela-
tion and to teach others how to apply what the Spirit is saying to the 
church today. 

His latest book, The Discerner, carries important truth and revelation 
the church desperately needs: to detect and defeat the deception of the 
spirit of this age, we must tune in to discern and hear the voice of truth 
from our Shepherd, Jesus. I recommend The Discerner, as it will help 
readers understand how to cultivate a greater level of biblical discern-
ment in general, as well as how to activate and grow in the gift of dis-
cernment in particular. Full of deep yet palatable revelation and prac-
tical teaching, I am sure that this book will serve countless believers as 
a beacon in the dark and as a compass accurately pointing northward. 

—Apostle Guillermo Maldonado 
King Jesus International Ministry, Miami, FL

I have known James Goll for over a decade. My friend and, even more, 
this friend of God, is known for combining three strands of truth 
together in whatever he does. James brings a weight of scriptural 
teaching to produce a solid foundation. He then builds upon this by 
adding a second component of precedents found in Jewish and church 



history. This is followed by a third necessary ingredient of contempo-
rary testimonies of the work of the Holy Spirit today. James has done 
it for us once again in The Discerner. What an excellent handbook to 
help believers in Messiah know how to live a supernatural life with 
effectiveness today.

—Sid Roth 
Host, It’s Supernatural! TV 

Author, evangelist, and inspirational speaker

I just finished reading James Goll’s new book, The Discerner, and—
wow! Let me say it this way: there are many books about hearing God’s 
voice, but this goes way deeper, gifting you from the riches of James’s 
life experience and prophetic ministry. It gives you a road map for nav-
igating how to manifest the revelation you receive, and letting God 
change your very nature in the process. James is an encyclopedia of 
revelation and supernatural materials, and this book is like a capstone 
of all his previous wonderful works on revelatory gifting. I highly rec-
ommend it, and I immensely enjoyed it!

—Shawn Bolz 
www.bolzministries.com

It would be difficult to imagine a time in which discernment was more 
important than now. James Goll has been an observer of, participant in, 
or leader of almost every important wave of the Holy Spirit in ministry 
for forty years and is perfectly suited to teach the church how to navi-
gate the various competing moral, spiritual, and political paradigms in 
this modern world. His new book, The Discerner, is full of rich insight 
and allows us to benefit from all that experience as he has watched and 
interacted with leaders, churches, denominations, and movements. As 
you meditate on this book, you will gain a greater understanding of the 
forces that affect your life and how to intelligently maintain your walk 
with God. Read, learn, and grow up in Christ.

—Joan Hunter 
Author and Healing Evangelist 

Joan Hunter Ministries



One of the greatest gifts God has given to His people is the gift of dis-
cernment. How we need wise, compassionate discernment in these last 
days! In The Discerner, James Goll lays out before us a clear and concise 
teaching on having a heart to discern the works of God and the deeds 
of the enemy. I’ve not read a better book for preparing us for the days to 
come. The ones who discern the ways of God will be the ones to lead us 
into the coming glory. Every pastor, leader, intercessor, and worshipper 
must read this book. Every believer will be built up and given tools to 
be a valuable discerner in the days ahead. Buy one for yourself and one 
for a friend. They will thank you for it!

—Brian Simmons 
Stairway Ministries 

Lead translator, The Passion Translation Project

Dr. James Goll is one of God’s chosen and anointed vessels to identify 
prophets and to grow the prophetic gifts and abilities within the body 
of Christ. He has skillfully taught and mentored on various aspects 
of prophetic revelation over the years, and now he introduces a very 
important component: The Discerner. There is very little written about 
this subject, and yet it is vital for us to understand. Many readers will 
find themselves defined as “discerners” when they read this book. As 
always, Dr. James Goll has penned a remarkable work that will con-
tinue to teach and train others for generations to come. Well done!

—Patricia King 
Founder, Patricia King Ministries 

www.xpministries.com

James is such an immense treasure trove of wisdom and revelation on 
everything to do with spiritual seeing and discerning. No matter what 
level of discernment you presently have, this amazing book will pro-
vide an upgrade to the next level. The chapters on your spiritual senses 
are priceless. It is all connected to growing in intimacy with God—and 
that will be the fruit of your reading this wonderful book.

—Johnny Enlow 
International speaker and author, The Seven Mountain Renaissance



The need for discernment within the church is of paramount impor-
tance. James Goll does a brilliant job of unpacking this subject with 
eloquence and deep revelations that have been written with such truth 
and clarity. This book is a prophetic tool for believers to get equipped 
in the area of spiritual discernment and hearing the voice of God. I 
enjoyed every page and found that I couldn’t put the book down because 
I was learning at a deeper level. James is such a deep well, and when 
it comes to teaching, he is stellar. I truly believe that this is the best 
book I have read on this subject and highly recommend it. Thank you, 
James, for being such a powerful prophetic voice in this generation.

—Alex Seeley 
Speaker and writer 

Co-pastor, The Belonging Co, Nashville, TN

James Goll is not just a dear friend; I consider him to be one of pro-
found mind and insight in relation to prophetic perception. As the 
church continues to move forward into the intention of God for its 
future, more and more you will be hearing of the need for a Pentecostal 
and charismatic “Theology of Discernment.” As people who believe in 
the fullness of the Spirit, our comprehension of the process of percep-
tion and discernment is influenced by our encounters with God the 
Father’s threefold cord that is never to be separated: the Holy Spirit, 
the Son of God, and the Scriptures. Within the interrelationship of 
the three, we as God’s company of prophetic and kingly priests are 
coming to terms with how the entire purpose of discernment has to 
issue in godly responses and actions that bring about God’s desired 
results. James’s newest release, The Discerner, gives us all a seat at the 
table where this conversation is taking place—and will continue to 
take place and expand as we move forward into the future Jesus has 
prepared for us. My thanks to James for taking on this topic. As you 
read, you will discover how James’s brilliance shines on every page!

—Dr. Mark J. Chironna 
Church On The Living Edge 

Mark Chironna Ministries, Longwood, FL
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DEDICATION

As I pondered and prayed over the dedication for this par-
ticular book, two people came to my mind. Both of them 
have been friends and peers, and yet also spiritual leaders and 
advisers who have spoken into my life many times over many 
years. In gratitude and as an act of honor, I wish to dedicate 
The Discerner to influential prophetess Cindy Jacobs, and to 
Ché Ahn, one of the most significant apostles in this gener-
ation. Both of their lives have touched me deeply, and I have 
needed and valued their discernment. Thank you for investing 
in my life for so many years!
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FOREWORD

James W. Goll is a leader with a prophetic voice that has shaped this 
generation. True to his prophetic instincts, he has written a book that 
is powerful in its timing. From the moment I picked up the manu-
script, I could not put it down.

The number one weapon the devil deploys in the last days isn’t the 
mark of the beast, radical Islam, or a nuclear holocaust. His number 
one weapon is deception. The chief description of Satan’s activity in 
the book of Revelation is that he is “the deceiver of the whole world” 
whose primary activity is accomplished as he “goes forth to deceive 
the nations.” (See Revelation 12:9; 20:8.) If his number one weapon 
is deception, the number one gift most needed (and most frequently 
absent) in the body of Christ is what James Goll writes about here—
discerning of spirits!

The Lord spoke to James when he was a young pastor and said one 
sentence that impacted his life: “Your end-time worldview will deter-
mine your lifestyle.” For James, it does not matter what your partic-
ular view of the end is, as long as you are advancing in the activity of 
the kingdom—reaping the end-time harvest and making disciples of 
nations. This quality of life can happen only when you are distinguish-
ing the voice of God from the counterfeit. I like how James puts it:
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At this point in time, every act of spiritual warfare is leading 
up to an end-time battle. It behooves every one of us to become 
discerners who, like the ancient priests of Zadok (see Ezekiel 
44:15–23), not only can tell the difference between the holy 
and the profane, but can teach others as well. We learn to live 
by Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount (see Matthew 5–7), and we 
teach it to others, too, most often by our actions more than 
our words. Relation. Revelation. Incarnation. This is our aim; 
this is our goal! When we receive and discern revelation from 
God, we become a word from God that penetrates the dark-
ness by turning on the light.

James does a masterful job of detailing how you can surrender all 
your senses to the Holy Spirit so you can see, hear, feel, taste, smell, 
and know—with a deep inner knowing—the Spirit of God. He also 
exposes the spirit of deception and how it operates, outlining the traps 
and influences it uses to try to set you up for offense or error. He shows 
you how to “test the spirits to see whether they are from God” (1 John 4:1) 
as he explains, “The unseen supernatural reality around us is popu-
lated with both angels and demons, and human beings are notoriously 
poor at telling the difference between good spirits and bad ones.”

James is an experienced guide and teacher who has not only crafted 
an easy-to-read and informative handbook for your journey, but has also 
infused his own intercessory spirit into the chapters, closing each segment 
with a prayer written especially so that you can lock into the revelation.

As you read this book, pray that Jesus will enable you to receive His 
revelation and to discern His message out of the chaos of many compet-
ing voices surrounding your life. Then He will enable you to become the 
revelation of that which you are hearing! The ability to discern truth 
and discern error is the path that leads you into the “all” that God has 
planned for your life. If you are like me, you will mark this book up and 
refer to it again and again.

—Lance Wallnau 
Founder, Lance Learning Group 
Author, God’s Chaos Candidate:  

Donald J. Trump and the American Unraveling
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INTRODUCTION:  
THE PLUMB LINE

I often refer to myself as being like the prophet Amos, due to my 
similar obscure background and the nature of my prophetic calling. I 
grew up in Cowgill, Missouri, which had a population of 259 at that 
time, and is now even smaller. My family was not prestigious. No 
famous person has ever come from Cowgill, and there are no mega-
churches or institutions of higher learning there. It is a community 
in farm country, where people work hard for a living. In other words, 
absolutely nothing in my geographical, familial, or social background 
could have prepared me for the prophetic commission that I have been 
pursuing for my entire adult life. But as prophet Cindy Jacobs likes to 
say, “God knows!”

Back in Old Testament Judah, Amos started out as a “nobody,” 
too—his family was not part of the nobility, he had never been associ-
ated with any school of the prophets, and he didn’t grow up in urbane 
surroundings but in a rural setting where he took care of sheep:

I was no prophet, nor was I a son of a prophet, but I was a sheep-
breeder and a tender of sycamore fruit. Then the Lord took me 
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as I followed the flock, and the Lord said to me, “Go, prophesy to 
My people Israel.”  (Amos 7:14–15 nkjv)

Amos had never expected to hear God’s voice, and he had not 
anticipated becoming a prophet. However, he obeyed his prophetic 
calling, and he applied himself to learning what he needed to know in 
order to be faithful to that calling. He is best known for making public 
a word about how God was setting a “plumb line” in the nation of Israel 
to measure the truth and righteousness of the people and their rulers. 
The Spirit of God gave him this vision:

The Lord was standing by a wall that had been built true to plumb, 
with a plumb line in his hand. And the Lord asked me, “What 
do you see, Amos?” “A plumb line,” I replied. Then the Lord said, 
“Look, I am setting a plumb line among my people Israel; I will 
spare them no longer.”  (Amos 7:7–8)

God’s plumb line is all-important, not only for aligning crooked 
human life with His perfect uprightness, but also for discerning His 
voice in the first place. In the midst of all the noise of the world, we 
need to be able to distinguish God’s voice clearly. God wants you to 
know what He is saying, even if you never need to wear a prophet’s 
mantle in public.

Like Amos, I work hard to bring a plumb line that can help the 
people of God do everything according to the word of the Lord. 
Whether I write books or conduct seminars or lead prayer gatherings, 
I endeavor to operate to the best of my ability according to what He 
has taught me. My primary resource, of course, is the Word of God, 
the Bible. But years of personal experience have made a huge difference 
in how I have learned to apply the Word. The Holy Spirit is always 
active, and I try always to remain on the alert for His stirrings. The 
Spirit is our best Teacher, and even as I present in this book what I 
have learned about receiving and discerning what God reveals to His 
people, I want to be sensitive to new insights and new ways of commu-
nicating the truth.



Introduction: The Plumb Line   19

Reading the twelve chapters of The Discerner will take you on a 
journey of discovery into God’s revelation for us today—a journey I 
myself have taken. I want to pass on to you what has been passed down 
to me. (In relating this journey, I have learned new things along the 
way, too!) The first six chapters explain how you can receive revelation 
from God through your natural senses, such as sight and hearing, and 
also how to open yourself up to supernatural senses through which you 
can know even better what God wants to show you. Chapters seven 
through twelve bring the art of discernment home. You will learn what 
to do when Satan tries to infiltrate God’s message, and you will be able 
to identify a model of a healthy, balanced, dynamic, discerning life of 
faith.

Each of us needs to become a discerner—no matter what our per-
sonal background or specific gift or function in the body of Christ. 
Although some believers are especially gifted as prophets, every fol-
lower of Jesus receives the gifts of revelation and discernment. And 
every believer needs to use them! In fact, without discernment and 
sensitivity to the Holy Spirit, we cannot progress in our use of any of 
the gifts and callings.

In the final analysis, developing discernment is not so much about 
knowing the future as it is about bringing the kingdom of God to bear 
on the time and place in which you live. The gospel of John begins with 
the words, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us…, full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:14 nkjv), referring to the coming of Jesus Christ 
to earth. In a very real way, you and I bring God’s Word to dwell in 
the midst of the world as we remain sensitive to the flow of His Spirit. 
Through our relationship with God, we receive revelation. And as we 
bring that revelation to the world around us, we actually incarnate His 
Word in our very ordinary lives—just as Amos did. Please join me in a 
“plumb line course”—The Discerner.

Divine downloads ahead! Get ready!
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SECTION ONE:  
RECEIVING REVELATION

In this first section, I tackle the whole issue of receiving revelation, 
although this is not something you can learn only from a book. It is 
much deeper than that; it has to do with your personal relationship 
with God.

In The Normal Christian Life, Watchman Nee wrote, “I must first 
have the sense of God’s possession of me before I can have the sense 
of His presence with me.”1 God created human beings with physical 
senses, powers of perception that enable us to discern the environment 
in which we live—both natural and spiritual. The senses that we will 
explore in the first half of this book are seeing, hearing, feeling, tasting, 
and smelling—as well as a sixth sense, “knowing.” All of your senses 
will be activated and enhanced as they are surrendered to their Creator, 
who designed you to function at a high level of spiritual sensitivity to 
the world around you.

Chapter 1 addresses the matter of surrendering to God and allow-
ing Him to possess you, which is the pathway into His presence where 
you can receive revelation without hindrance. The kind of surrendering 
I am talking about is not like capitulation to an adversary; it is simply 
1. The Collected Works of Watchman Nee (Anaheim, CA: Living Streams, 1993), 71.
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yielding yourself to God and complying with His will. Revelation flows 
more quickly and easily through a yielded vessel. Higher realms of glory 
are available to those who humbly surrender themselves to the Holy 
Spirit.

Chapter 2 deals with developing your spiritual eyes to see as God 
sees. There is much happening around us, but we do not often perceive 
it. We will search the many layers of the seer gift, and I will explain 
how you can enter more fully into that gift.

Chapter 3 introduces the realm of hearing. As Jesus expressed in 
John 16:13–15, a significant aspect of the ministry of the Spirit is lis-
tening to the Father and the Son (“whatever He hears He will speak” 
verse 13 nkjv), and we should follow His example. It takes two people 
to communicate. I emphasize not only the fact that communication is 
a two-way street, but also that we should spend more time listening to 
God than talking to Him.

In chapter 4, we explore the spiritual equivalent to the physical 
sense of touch, the sense of feeling (our feelings or emotional responses 
to the environment around us). My goal is to show you that the sense 
of feeling is a sort of emotional and spiritual braille-reader—it can help 
you pick up on signals that your other senses might miss. I explain 
what blocks spiritual sensitivity and how you can become more finely 
tuned to God’s thoughts and desires.

Chapter 5 covers taste and smell. As to the spiritual sense of taste, 
the Bible makes it clear that it is referring to discernment and dis-
tinguishing between good and evil. Scripture is filled with references 
to the sense of taste. For example, in Psalm 34:8 we read, “Taste and 
see that the Lord is good.” Taste and smell are closely associated with 
one another, and as we exercise our senses, we can also derive signifi-
cance from what certain scents and odors symbolize, whether holy or 
unholy.

In chapter 6, I dive into the sixth “sense”—knowing, or spiritual 
impressions. Since not all thoughts come from God, I give you tips on 
discerning the difference between a divine impression and a random 
thought. Additionally, as a believer, it is essential for you to recognize 
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that you have the mind of Christ. (See 1 Corinthians 2:16.) I want to 
help you understand what to do with knowledge that comes from God, 
so that you can walk in divine intelligence.

Let’s move forward now into the realm of receiving revelation.
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1
SURRENDERING YOUR SENSES 

TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

“Solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their 
senses trained to discern good and evil.” 

—Hebrews 5:14 (nasb)

As a kid growing up in a small town in Missouri, I loved watching 
programs on our little black-and-white television set. I would watch 
them for as long as I was allowed, and the picture never seemed dull, 
lifeless, or lacking in clarity. But when, suddenly, along with the hum-
blest of families, we too upgraded to a color TV, the programs came 
alive to me in a new way.

Once upon a time, my Christian life looked a lot like our old 
black-and-white television. The programming and reception were not 
too bad, and I thought things were going along fine. Then everything 
shifted unexpectedly, and I have never wanted to go back. Here is what 
happened.

For some time, I had been getting various brief mental snapshots. 
I would notice something for a millisecond and think, Where did that 
come from? What was that? It was as if my senses were waking up. 
Occasionally, I seemed to be able to look deep into a person’s being and 
discern something that would never appear to the naked eye. I remem-
ber the first time it occurred. I met a particular church leader, and it 
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was as if I could see diamonds glistening inside his mind, while at the 
same time I knew what that image meant. I thought about how we all 
have the mind of Christ (see 1 Corinthians 2:16), and I could tell that 
this man had God’s spirit of wisdom to an exceptional degree. I also 
felt that this godly wisdom would be used to benefit both the church 
and secular government.

It was like beginning to see in color instead of in black-and-white. 
Or, to use the analogy from the verse at the beginning of this chapter, 
it was like growing out of being a baby who drinks only milk, and sam-
pling solid food instead.

I began to believe that God had more for me, and I started to pay 
attention to the new “solid foods” He was sending my way—sampling 
their taste, smell, texture, and appearance, and noticing how they made 
me feel. I compared my experiences to those of others whom I read 
about in the Bible or heard about. I wanted to know what was from 
God and what was from my own imagination or some other source.

PURPOSELY OFFER YOUR SENSES
Each of us has been equipped with five natural senses: sight, hear-

ing, touch, taste, and smell. (There is also something called “common 
sense,” which some of us seem to lack!)

The first step in beginning to discern God’s communications with 
us entails purposely offering our senses to Him. Unless we do this—
on an ongoing basis—we will not be able to grow into the maturity of 
Christ Jesus. If we do not give ourselves to Him intentionally, it will be 
very difficult to know what He wants us to know and therefore diffi-
cult to follow Him obediently.

When we surrender our senses to our Creator, He enhances them. 
Divine input gets “downloaded” less sluggishly than before. As we 
practice connecting with Him, He increases our capacity for more. 
What used to seem impossible becomes achievable. I like to say, “One 
plus God makes the impossible possible.” More than that, it is just 
plain fun! Hearing from God is a perpetual source of pure joy.
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Some people call this “activating your senses,” and it is that. But 
you cannot activate your senses on your own; you must activate them 
by presenting them to the One who created them. You ask Him to 
anoint them and activate them for His purposes, in love.

Hearing from God is  
a perpetual source of pure joy.

Then you practice using them. As the opening verse puts it: “…who 
because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.” The 
prophetic revivalist Jerame Nelson expresses it this way: “It is for you to 
see, hear, touch, taste and smell in the natural and in the spirit. For the 
things of the spirit cannot be discerned only in the natural. We need our 
‘spirit man’ to come alive and interact on an entirely different sensory 
level.”2

As your senses are activated, you might start receiving “snapshot 
visions” in your mind’s eye, as I did. You might feel God’s emotions of 
anger or compassion. A word or a phrase might come to your mind. Or 
you might sense or even smell that something is “off.” Huh? you think. 
What could this mean?

The process of figuring out these communications from God con-
sists of trial and error, just like learning to ride a bicycle. As a father, 
I remember helping all four of my kids learn to ride a bike, running 
alongside them with my hand on their back until they could stay up on 
their own for a few yards. They were so excited when they could finally 
do it, and when they fell down, I would help them back up.

Likewise, to practice using your senses to discern good and evil 
will involve some falls. You will not be able to get everything right 
every time. You might step out boldly, thinking that you are obeying 
God, only to lose your train of thought, make an incorrect assumption, 

2. Jerame Nelson, Activating Your Spiritual Senses (Chula Vista, CA: Living at His Feet 
Publications, 2012), 14.
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or get embarrassed. Just remember: God loves it every time you step 
out and practice. And practice pays off! The next few chapters of this 
book will help you practice using your senses to discern.

Even in their maturity, people who are spiritual giants and who 
move in a high level of anointing for healing make mistakes. They miss 
it, and that is OK because it keeps them humble. If they are the “real 
deal,” they will never give up. They will keep practicing, and they will 
keep cooperating with the Holy Spirit, activating their senses and 
reaching for the next possibility. I have often pondered what the writer 
of the book of Hebrews meant when he stated, “Solid food is for the 
mature.” I want to be mature, don’t you? For sure, some of maturity 
comes from this thing called practice.

Discernment involves both discerning good and discerning evil, 
but many people find that they start out a lot better at one or the other. 
Some people can pick up on the “diamonds” (as I did), while others see 
the devils. Maturity entails growth in both: “…the mature, who because 
of practice have their senses trained to discern [both] good and evil.”

The word translated “discern” in Hebrews 5:14 is diakrisis (Strong’s 
#1253), which indicates “a distinguishing, deciding, passing sentence 
on.” The same word is used in 1 Corinthians 12:10 in reference to the 
gift of distinguishing (or discerning) of spirits. Diakrisis is related to 
the word diakrinō (Strong’s #1252), which can indicate “to separate, 
distinguish, discern one thing from another,” or “to doubt, hesitate, 
waver.” The act of discernment, in other words, incorporates some 
give-and-take, trial and error, presenting a case and disputing it. Only 
through our practice sessions can we come into greater maturity and 
eventually overcome even our personal weaknesses. Each of us has 
them, and they will become exposed to God’s beneficial light only if we 
persist in stepping out in discernment.

With God’s help, we have to overcome our fears of practicing dis-
cernment. You can’t just declare, “Sorry, I just do not want to go there” 
in regard to where the Spirit is taking you. Do not ever put limits on 
what God wants to do through you because you are worried about 
being fooled or beguiled into something “weird” that is not from Him. 
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You can learn to discern hidden motivating forces, and you can ask 
God for both wisdom and protection.

During this process, do not follow the crowd, expecting discern-
ment to be a series of thrills. We Christians have been too often per-
suaded to expect everything to be an exciting breakthrough: “Blind 
eyes, see—now!” Without a doubt, spiritual breakthroughs are real 
and valuable. But it takes discernment to know when God wants to 
achieve an immediate breakthrough—not to mention how He wants 
to achieve it. Sometimes, insisting on having a breakthrough in any 
area of our lives just reveals the presence of our human impatience. (It 
can even lead to greed, as in the case of becoming involved in a shady 
financial scheme in order to fast-track monetary gain.) We can be way 
too gullible, and we often want everything to be so easy.

PRESENT YOURSELF TO GOD
Every one of us has a spirit, a soul, and a body. As tripartite human 

beings, we cannot separate these elements from each other. Having 
been made in the image and likeness of the triune God, our three 
aspects of being are so well-integrated that we cannot divide them. We 
sometimes talk about them as if they do not overlap and blend, but 
such compartmentalization is useful only when it helps us to compre-
hend the distinct capabilities we possess as humans.

Additionally, because our senses cannot be separated from our 
spirit, soul, and body, we must surrender not only our senses to God, 
but really our entire being. Paul wrote to the Roman church about this:

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so 
that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and 
acceptable and perfect.  (Romans 12:1–2 nasb)

Paul also cautioned the believers about presenting themselves to 
anything but God:
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Do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instru-
ments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those 
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of right-
eousness to God.… I am speaking in human terms because of the 
weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members 
as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further law-
lessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, 
resulting in sanctification.  (Romans 6:13, 19 nasb)

In presenting your physical body to the Lord, you also surrender 
your senses, your cognitive faculties (your mind), and your spiritual 
intuitions. It all comes from Him in the first place, so why should we 
ever lay claim to any of it as our personal property; why should we 
reserve anything as off-limits to Him? And why do we continue to 
present the members of our body to sin?

Whatever we have not presented to God remains subject to some-
thing besides God. “Enslaved” is not too strong a term to use. If you 
have allowed your senses to become addicted to anything—impure 
sexual stimulation, music, alcohol, drugs or other substances, or 
even religious activities—they are unavailable to the Spirit of God. 
Consequently, your discernment is hampered or shut down.

Whatever we have not presented  
to God remains subject to  

something besides God.

As long as you are still alive, it is never too late to change. You can 
surrender the enslaved members of your body to God. The way Paul 
put it was to say, “Do not go on presenting the members of your body to 
sin as instruments of unrighteousness,” and “Just as you presented your 
members as slaves to impurity…so now present your members as slaves 
to righteousness.” It may be necessary for you to seek help to overcome 
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your addiction, but your situation is never hopeless; you can experi-
ence God’s fullest life flooding your senses.

You can declare freedom to your own body, soul, and spirit. 
You can speak to your sight, hearing, touch, taste, and smell, saying, 
“Senses, become unlocked in the name of Jesus. I declare that you are 
no longer captive to the patterns of the past; instead, I present you to 
the one true and holy God for reclamation and purification.”

Your physical sense of hearing will become enhanced with a spir-
itual sense of hearing, and you will begin to hear things from a divine 
dimension that you have never heard before. Your ordinary sense of 
sight will become enriched with a spiritual sight by which, as God 
directs, you will be enabled to see beyond the limits of human vision. 
Depending on your unique mix of God-given capabilities, your other 
senses will wake up and take notice of messages they could not perceive 
before. A whole new world will open up.

To present your whole self to be a slave to purity means stepping 
free of the hindrances of the past. Instead of unbelief and a dull heart, 
you step into the living color of vibrant faith. Your heightened senses 
get activated. It is like putting the keys into the ignition of your dis-
cernment. And “you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free” (John 8:32 nkjv).

It is never a one-time deal. You willingly surrender yourself more 
and more. You may think you have surrendered your whole being to 
God’s Spirit, but there is layer upon layer upon layer of freedom and 
activation. We serve an infinite God, you know! This is what it means 
to be a temple of His Holy Spirit. (See 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19.)

GOD MANIFESTS HIMSELF THROUGH US
The Godhead expresses Himself in such a variety of ways that 

human beings cannot catalog them all. And He manifests Himself 
through every one of the individual people He has made for His glory; 
no one is left out:
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Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are 
varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. There are varieties of 
effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. But 
to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good.  (1 Corinthians 12:4–7 nasb)

Notice what it says: “God…works all things in all persons.” It does 
not say, “…in the elite.” Most of us compare ourselves with others and 
feel that we come up short in the gift department. We listen to Bible 
teachers with national or international platforms and wonder how 
our little faith walk can ever measure up to theirs. In reality, their job 
assignment—which is to equip others (like you!) to operate in their 
spiritual gifts—does not indicate some sort of specially favored status 
in the church. The body of Christ is composed of all sorts of members, 
some noticeable and some less noticeable. Far from being a privileged 
and superior individual, a conference speaker may be more like an index 
finger in the body of Christ, pointing out truths and giving significance 
to the giftedness of his or her listeners. Each and every person has a 
part to play as the Holy Spirit brings the kingdom to bear on the world:

For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to 
another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to 
another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing 
by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to 
another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpreta-
tion of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, 
distributing to each one individually just as He wills.   
 (1 Corinthians 12:8–11 nasb)

Nine spiritual gifts are listed in this passage. You can review each 
of them in detail in other works, including my book Releasing Spiritual 
Gifts Today3 and its related study materials. In The Discerner, we will 
be surveying most completely the gift referred to above as “the distin-
guishing of spirits,” or discernment, and I will be making a case for the 

3. James W. Goll, Releasing Spiritual Gifts Today (New Kensington, PA: Whitaker 
House, 2016).
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idea that the responsible exercise of any of the spiritual gifts requires 
an ever-increasing degree of discernment and sensitivity to the Holy 
Spirit.

GOD GIVES US DEFINING MOMENTS
As each of us follows the Lord, we will encounter defining 

moments, after which nothing is the same as it was before. Such stra-
tegic moments often point us in God’s big-picture direction for our 
future, help to sharpen our discernment, and release spiritual brav-
ery for life’s journey. The defining moments will be different for each 
person. They may occur early or late in life. Some will come in times of 
crisis, others in times of tranquility.

Early in my marriage, I had a personal encounter with Jesus that 
changed my life. I refer to it as my “golden anointing.” Here is what 
happened.

I decided to take five days to seek the Lord in a little empty chapel 
on the campus of Central Missouri State University in Warrensburg, 
Missouri. The pews of the chapel were equipped with pull-down, 
kneeling benches, and I slipped down onto one of them.

As I prayed, I did not hear anything, but I felt Someone come into 
the chapel. I felt wind, even though no window or door was open. It 
was the Spirit of Jesus. He spoke quietly to my spirit for a time, giving 
me insights and details about a time of transition that was ahead and 
telling me to turn over my pastoral ministry role to another person. 
He even told me who that other person was. I assented. It seemed that 
I needed to be willing to release my current responsibilities so that I 
could move into new ones.

Then I heard an audible voice: “Arise.” Then this command: “Stand 
up.”

This was nuts. There was nobody in the chapel except me. I stood 
up like a little frozen tin soldier. The fear of the Lord was nearly par-
alyzing me.

Then He said, “Step out into the aisle.”
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I raised the question, “Well, why?” but I obeyed. I stepped out into 
the center aisle of the chapel, between the two ranks of pews.

“Step forward.”

I took a little, six-inch step forward. Instantly, the whole room was 
illuminated with what some people call the glory of God. I know it was 
not the sunshine from outside. Again, the voice said, “Step forward,” 
and I took another tiny step. Wonder of wonders, I could see Jesus 
Himself standing in front of me. Now I would call what I was expe-
riencing an open vision. With His beckoning call came an invitation 
to higher consecration as I took more baby steps forward until I was 
face-to-face and eye-to-eye with Him.

Then He spoke the same words again: “Step forward.” In humil-
ity and in the fear of the Lord, with faith and obedience, I took one 
more step forward. This time, the open manifestation of the vision 
disappeared because as I took that step, I stepped into Him—and He 
stepped into me.

The next thing I knew, I was on my knees in consecration and wor-
ship. As I looked up, I saw pictures of two people who later became 
very important in my personal equipping and training: healing evange-
list and apostle Mahesh Chavda and seer prophet Bob Jones.

At that moment, I felt a single drop of golden anointing oil land 
on my head—one drop. Then one more. I looked up again and saw 
a pitcher over my head, but nothing was coming out of it. The Holy 
Spirit spoke to me and said, “Today I am giving you two drops of My 
golden anointing. One is for you, and one you are to give to your wife.” 
He promised me that if I would be faithful with the one drop, a day 
would come for more of the golden anointing.

I really did not know what He was talking about, but I accepted 
both the two-drop anointing and the words.

In due time, I went home. I did not tell my wife what had hap-
pened until the next day. After I told her about the experience, I took a 
bottle of cooking oil and anointed her with one drop of it.
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To this day, I have never had a repeat of that experience. As far 
as I know, I am still operating on that one drop of the golden anoint-
ing. Therefore, I am sure of one thing: the promise is still good. If I 
am faithful with the little He has given me (and it has turned out to 
be such a beneficial anointing), He will someday pour an abundant 
golden anointing all over my head. Faithfulness always brings increase. 
That is the promise of Jesus!

I tell you that story because I want to show you that all things are 
possible for those who belong to God. I have seen Jesus on other occa-
sions, but that first time and every time since, it was all I could take. 
Reaching from one realm to the next always involves more surrender 
to the Holy Spirit. But there are always higher realms of glory, higher 
realms of faith, and higher realms of gifts to reach. Be open to the 
“more” that God has for you and step into the living color of spiritual 
discernment.

Reaching from one realm to  
the next always involves  

more surrender to the Holy Spirit.

REACHING FOR A HIGHER REALM
What stands out to you from this chapter? Quite likely, God wants 

to speak to you personally about it.

What action step or steps can you take as a result of something 
you have read here? Remember that information without application 
(action) leads to frustration, but inspiration plus application leads to 
transformation.

Your first action step may be as basic as praying a prayer of surren-
der. God does not need to be a lip-reader, because He is a heart-reader. 
But He loves to hear your voice speaking to Him. I encourage you to 
reach into the deepest place in your heart and to say to Him, “Yes, 
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Lord, I surrender my whole self to You, including my senses. I long to 
know You better.”

You are growing even now as you surrender your senses—it is not 
“if ” or “maybe.” Even if you are somewhat overwhelmed by the Holy 
Spirit, to the point that you cannot express yourself, or even if you are 
afraid of what might happen when your discernment increases, trust 
Him to guide and protect you. Even if you have had a close encounter 
with the enemy that you would rather not repeat, please do not shut 
the door to the Holy Spirit. Do not dictate to the Lord, “That’s not 
for me, thanks. I don’t want to get too good at discerning if it means 
another run-in with Satan.” Be bold and confident in the Lord. He will 
not leave you on your own.

It is all right if your prayer of surrender is not very eloquent; God 
can read your heart’s desire. I think of the old hymn “I Surrender All.” 
The words go like this:

All to Jesus I surrender, 
All to Him I freely give; 
I will ever love and trust Him, 
In His presence daily live. 
 I surrender all, 
 I surrender all; 
 All to Thee, my blessed Savior, 
 I surrender all. 
All to Jesus I surrender, 
Lord, I give myself to Thee; 
Fill me with Thy love and power, 
Let Thy blessing fall on me.4

I invite you to join me in new surrender to the Holy Spirit as 
we expect our senses to become activated and sharpened for Jesus’s 
sake.

4. Judson W. Van DeVenter, “All to Jesus I Surrender” (“I Surrender All”), 1896.
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PRAYER OF A DISCERNING HEART

Here I am, Lord. All that I am and all that I hope to be, I 
surrender to You. I present to You my body, soul, and spirit, 
with all of their natural and supernatural senses. May they be 
useful to You as instruments for accomplishing Your will on 
earth. For Jesus Christ’s sake and in His name, amen.


