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FOREWORD

The word confession, in its positive biblical meaning, means affirming 
what God has said in His Word. It is witnessing to the Word’s declara-
tion. It is testifying to truths revealed in the Bible.

We have been divinely instructed to “hold fast our profession” 
(Hebrews 4:14). The writer of the book of Hebrews further stated, “Let 
us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that 
promised;)” (Hebrews 10:23). Not only are we to “hold fast” our confession 
of the Word, but we are also to affirm constantly those things that God 
has revealed to us. (See Titus 3:8.)

Confession is saying what God has said in His Word about a certain 
thing. It is agreeing with God. It is saying the same thing the Scripture 
says. To hold fast your confession is to say what God has said over and 
over until the thing desired in your heart and promised in the Word is 
fully manifested. There is no such thing as possession without confession.

When we discover our rights in Christ, we are to affirm these things 
constantly. Testify to them. Witness to these tremendous Bible facts. The 
apostle Paul said, “That the communication of thy faith may become effec-
tual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus” 
(Philemon 1:6).

Affirmations of truth should ring from our lips constantly. We are to 
hold fast to them without wavering. The penalty for wavering in our con-
fession is that we deny ourselves God’s promise and the performance of it. 
“But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave 
of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he 
shall receive any thing of the Lord” (James 1:6–7).

The psalmist said, “Let the redeemed of the Lord say so” (Psalm 107:2), 
and again, “Let such as love thy salvation say continually, let God be magni-
fied” (Psalm 70:4).

But more than truth, Scripture is full of life itself. Jesus said, “He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life” 
(John 5:24). He also said, “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth 
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nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” 
(John 6:63.)

The Word of God is life itself. When we confess it, we Speak Life into 
our lives and into the lives of others around us. And that life is the “abun-
dant life” that Jesus spoke about, lives filled with success, healing, power, 
and every good thing.

Through the Word of God, you and I have the distinct privilege of 
being able to Speak Life, each and every day. But to do so, we must con-
stantly return to His Word to be refilled. As the apostle Peter said, “Lord, 
to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life” (John 6:68).

In this book, I have included many teachings from the works of Dr. 
E. W. Kenyon along with messages of my own, all on the power of con-
fessing God’s Word. I pray that they will stir you to get the Word of God 
deep into your heart so that it will flow back out to the world in the words 
you speak.

—Don Gossett
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WORDS THAT BRING SUCCESS
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DON GOSSETT

SPEAK SUCCESS, NOT FAILURE

Speak as a new creation, not the old creation filled with envy and rot-
tenness. Declare it:

[I am] a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new. (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Speak your righteousness in Christ, not unworthiness. Affirm it:

[I am] the righteousness of God in [Jesus Christ].  
 (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Speak the language of the new kingdom of God’s dear Son in which 
you now dwell, not the old kingdom of darkness from which you have 
been translated. 

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be par-
takers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us 
from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom 
of his dear Son: in whom we have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:12–14)

Speak that you are an heir of God and a joint heir with Jesus Christ, 
not your old identification as a captive to sin and Satan. Testify to it:

I have a rich inheritance. I am blessed with every spiritual bless-
ing. The Father Himself loveth me.

Speak that you have the life of God in your mortal body, not the old 
spirit of inferiority, failure, and frustration. 

In him we live, and move, and have our being. (Acts 17:28)

Speak healing and health, not how sick and diseased you are. Isaiah 
33:24 foretells a future time when “the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick.” 
That’s a good practice in kingdom living now. Don’t say. “I am sick,” but 
speak the Word that heals. “With his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).
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Speak financial success, not poverty and misery. 

Speak marriage success, not marriage failure. 

Then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have 
good success. (Joshua 1:8)
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E. W. KENYON

FOR A MESS OF POTTAGE

Esau sold his birthright. Had he not done it, the Scriptures would 
have read, “The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Esau.” 
Now it reads, “The God of Jacob.”

Esau was the oldest, and so the birthright belonged to him. If Esau 
had not sold his birthright for a mess of pottage, Jesus would have come 
through his genealogy rather than Jacob’s. 

That pottage was named Edom. So Esau was known as Edom—a 
name of derision, shame, and failure.

Many people today are selling their birthright for a moment’s plea-
sure. They are bartering their birthright to hold the opinion of some 
person. They are selling their birthright for the pleasures of a moment. 

How Esau wept when he realized what he had done. But his tears and 
regret did not bring back the thing that he had bartered away.

Many sell their future happiness for an evening of pleasure. They sell 
success and future independence for an hour of pleasure. They sell their 
birthright of fellowship with heaven for a mess of pottage. The price that 
they received perished with the using. They sold their power with God, 
their right to use the name of Jesus, the fullness of blessing, for a mess of 
pottage! Remember that Esau’s pleasure died when he ate. And so will 
ours. The pleasure will leave a pain. The pleasure will leave a bad taste in 
the mouth of memory.

You have everything. Don’t throw it all away. The Spirit is calling 
on you to cut it out, to turn back again to Him. Ask for His forgiveness, 
knowing that if you confess your sins, He is faithful and righteous to for-
give you and cleanse you from all unrighteousness. (See John 3:16.) Then, 
as He has forgotten our blunders, so we can forget them and set our face 
toward Him, going out and winning our place in the world.

Study the Word; give yourself to it. Go out after lost men and 
women. Talk Jesus; preach Jesus; live Jesus; live with His reality throb-
bing through you. Take Him into your life. Yield to His lordship. 
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None of us know the vast issues tied up in our lives. In our hands now 
may be the destiny of nations. Your voice may become not only a local 
voice but a national voice. We cannot stop believing in our birthright in 
Christ. The mess of pottage is not worth it. Remember that there is no 
value in good impulses that die unborn. Translate the impulse into an 
action, confession, and life.


