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level.”
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“Sergio De La Mora in Paradox does a brilliant and profound job in both 
challenging our incorrect views while taking us on a biblical journey of dis-
covering God at a deeper level. There is a freedom we receive when we clearly 
see God for who He is. The Father is longing to reveal Himself to us so that 
we can know Him and His nature at a deeper level. Every area in our lives 
that has embraced an incorrect view of God must be challenged. We must 
begin to see Him correctly if we are to experience the freedom Jesus paid 
a great price for. God is excessive in His love for you, extravagant in His 
forgiveness toward you, and outrageous in His grace to you. Sergio writes 
from a place of authority that will cause a shift in your life because this is a 
message he lives out and has been radically transformed by.”

—Banning Liebscher 
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“With his lifelong experience of planting churches and sharing Jesus beyond 
borders, Pastor Sergio is a true visionary with eyes to see past the rules and 
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who God is and demonstrate how God breaks through barriers to transform 
our lives. For anyone feeling stuck or constricted or who is questioning their 
understanding of God—this book is for you!”

—Chad Veach 
Lead pastor, Zoe Church 

 Los Angeles, CA



“Paradox is riveting! Honestly, I’ve always loved Sergio De La Mora’s teach-
ing, but this book took it a step further by challenging me to quit living a 
limited life and begin to see God as He sees me…limitless!”

—Bil Cornelius 
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Pastor, Church Unlimited

“Often I have shook my head and said, ‘I don’t get it. It doesn’t make sense. 
How can it be?’ And yet, it is! I am talking about the mystery that my friend 
Pastor Sergio De La Mora unpacks in his book Paradox: that God broke the 
rules for you. We are all a living paradox—you don’t have to understand it, 
just bask in it and celebrate His grace.” 

—Sam Chand 
Leadership consultant  

Author, Bigger Faster Leadership

“A paradoxical book by a paradoxical leader. I’m honored to know this man 
and own this book. Paradox navigates through the truth of the gospel to 
reveal the God grace leads us to encounter. Read this book—and learn from 
one of the best.” 

—Chris Durso 
Author, The Heist: How Grace Robs Us of Our Shame

“My friend, Sergio, has written a paradigm-changing masterpiece that 
is an unorthodox merge of head and heart. One of the most insightful 
books I have ever read. Answering the honest questions we’ve all asked 
about God, Paradox creates a conversation between readers and God that 
is heart-revealing, thought-provoking, and life-changing. The more I read, 
the more I discovered the God who breaks the rules.” 

—Benny Perez 
Lead pastor, The Church LV 

Henderson, NV



“If you’re ready to break the status quo, disrupt legalistic beliefs, and over-
throw common misconceptions about God, this is the book you need! 
Unequivocally one of the best books written by a man who has lived a life 
marked by broken rules of favor and promotion. Every chapter is biblically 
accurate, historically accountable, and culturally insightful. It’s impossible 
to read this book and see God the same way.”

—Samuel Rodriguez 
President, National Hispanic Christian Leadership Coalition 

Author, Be Light 

“We have always intuitively known that we must be missing something when 
it comes to understanding God. This book is by far the strongest argument 
yet against the mundane Christianity that has plagued our culture. Sergio 
speaks into a new dimension of relationship with God that dismantles prior 
misinterpretations of Him. Paradox is one of the most important contribu-
tions to the church today!”

—Miles McPherson 
Lead pastor, The Rock Church 

San Diego, CA

“Pastor Sergio loves people and he loves Jesus. This book reflects these two 
factors, and I know it will be a blessing to anybody who reads it. When I 
think of “paradox,” I think of the gospel message that impacts everybody, 
from a palace filled with well-known people, to a prison perhaps filled with 
forgotten people. Sergio covers the whole spectrum with his life and I’m 
glad he’s written a book around this concept because we need more people 
who are willing ‘to break some rules.’ There is a reason why this pastor has 
such a multi-cultural and multi-generational impact and I’m excited to see 
how many lives this book can influence.”

—Carl Lentz 
Lead pastor, Hillsong NYC



“Pastor Sergio has revealed the truth that God never meant for rules to rule 
our lives. In fact, He’s a wild, paradoxical rule-breaker who still knows how 
to get water out of a rock and finances out of fishes. It’s not fair…it’s favor! 
But God continues to break the rules for us…faults and all!”

—David Crank 
Senior pastor, FaithChurch 

St. Louis, MO, and West Palm Beach, FL

“In life, there are rules and principles that, if we follow them, will benefit us. 
But Jesus warned the religious leaders of His day about the ‘limiting rules’ 
they imposed on people, saying, ‘Your traditions have made the Word of 
God of no effect.’ (See Mark 7:13.) Pastor Sergio De La Mora’s newest book, 
Paradox, unlocks fresh insight into limiting rules that have bound people 
and wrongly defined the God of grace, mercy, and power. Paradox will help 
anyone rediscover ‘the God beyond the rules’ by offering a deeper under-
standing that will fill them with confidence to step beyond the box of con-
tainment and live out the life Jesus paid so dear a price for us to experience.”

—Pastors Art and Kuna Sepúlveda 
Word of Life Christian Center 

Honolulu, HI

“This book will be the game changer in your relationship with God! Every 
pastor needs to read this, and then read it again and again!”

—Obed Martinez 
Lead pastor, Destiny Church 

Founder, Passionate Pastor’s Network

“Paradox is fantastic and a must-read for everyone who wants to be used by 
God. Sergio De La Mora delivers real insights about how far God is will-
ing to go to ‘break the rules’ to have a relationship with you. Each chapter 
reveals practical ways in which God wants to rewrite your rules and bring 
you back to Him. You do not want to miss out on Sergio’s revelation of 
God’s authority over all man-made, hindering rules.”

 —Dave Minton 
Pastor, Capital Christian 

Lacey, OR
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This book is dedicated in loving memory to my mother, Soledad Sanchez 
De La Mora, who joined my father in heaven as I began writing its begin-
ning chapters. Every word and every thought on these pages is a testament 
to her unwavering voice in my life that will live on forever. All that I aspire 
to be and accomplish was first birthed in the prayers and dreams my mother 
carried in her heart. She was my life-giver, dream-releaser, and truth-teller, 
and without her guidance and support, all of this could never have hap-
pened. I love you, Chuchi!

There are many virtuous and capable women in the world,  
but you surpass them all!  

(Proverbs 31:29 nlt)
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FOREWORD

I met Sergio De La Mora while on a trip to South America. It was Medellin, 
Columbia, to be precise. We were there with perhaps 10,000 pastors and 
leaders from Latin America.

What was once the epicenter of the world’s most notorious drug cartel 
was now the gathering place for one of the world’s most powerful movements.

The church is alive and well in a part of the world where poverty and 
violence has marked its history.

This was a profound marker in my life. 

This is my world. 

These are my people.

Their blood flows through my veins.

You see, I was born in San Salvador, El Salvador. My story begins in the 
world’s most violent city. 

Yet, though Spanish was my first language, English had become my pri-
mary language. It was both humiliating and frustrating to me that I was 
speaking with a translator.

It’s not that I couldn’t speak Spanish, it’s that I wouldn’t.

Again, it was there that I met Sergio.

When we happened to meet together to share a meal, he revealed to me 
he went to Medellin so that we might meet. This is somewhat ironic since he 
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lives in San Diego and I live in Los Angeles. I’m sure we had passed by each 
other in the past, but it was here our lives merged together. 

It was in South America that we became partners in crime. 

Now that I know him, I’m surprised it took so long for us to connect.

It was there he challenged me to get past my fear and sense of inade-
quacy about speaking in Spanish and take ownership of my heritage.

It was there that he called me out to own who I was and become the 
voice our people needed.

He spoke both prophetically and passionately.

I now know this is what Sergio De La Mora does. 

He sees greatness in people and calls it out.

He sees past their brokenness and into their potential.

He calls people out and up.

He did the same thing the first time he met my wife, Kim. He looked 
at her and spoke into her life. He spoke into her fears and spoke into her 
courage. It really upset her. She told him, “You don’t know me!”

That was the paradox. 

He didn’t know her, but knew her so well she felt unnerved by it.

Sergio sees broken things and is moved to make them new.

He reclaims that which has been discarded.

He finds value where others see none.

Sergio is a surprising man. Though he has had great success, he describes 
himself as being at the beginning of his journey. He is by all accounts highly 
accomplished, but is determined, even desperate, to change and grow. He 
knows himself and is comfortable with himself, but is also committed to 
reinventing himself.

He is both an artist and an entrepreneur.

He is practical and poetic.
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He is always talking about breaking the rules. 

He is breaking his own rules.

He is throwing all his past success on the altar and offering it as a sac-
rifice to the future.

He is a paradox. 

He has thrived in tradition and thirsts for innovation.

He is a Mexican American from Santa Barbara, California.

The son of a millionaire who cares for the poor.

A landscape architect who aspires to be a cultural architect.

A former skateboarder who feels as comfortable on the streets as he 
does on the stage.

A former DJ who understands the power of music to reach the heart 
and shape a culture.

He’s a successful businessman and the senior pastor of one of America’s 
fastest growing churches.

He lives and serves at the intersection of Chula Vista—one of the most 
affluent areas of San Diego—and National City—one of the poorest.

He leads both the rich and the poor, the educated and uneducated.

Befitting a Hispanic, he uses a language of revolution, but it’s a heart 
revolution.

I love how Sergio fights for people.

I love the courage he shows when he pursues a vision.

I love how loyal he is to his friends even when they do not merit it.

I love how every square foot of his home and yard has a story behind it, 
rich with meaning and metaphor.

I love that after all these years he is still passionately in love with Jesus 
and with people.



14 |  PAR•A•DOX

You would think I met Sergio at the end of his journey since fifty years 
have passed, but I’m convinced I have met him at the beginning.

Of this I am certain.

The best is yet to come.

Though the past has been glorious.

He leaves it behind for the future.

That’s the paradox.

That’s Sergio De La Mora.

Forward, 
Erwin Raphael McManus 

Lead Pastor, Mosaic, Los Angeles 
Author, The Last Arrow



The last shall be made first, and the first, last. 
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1

REDEFINING GOD

“You are remembered for the rules you break.” 
—Douglas MacArthur

This book is about change. 

Not about changing God, but changing how we see Him and, more 
importantly, how we let Him see us. 

Let’s be honest: the hardest thing to admit is when we’re wrong, but 
sometimes, we’re just wrong. The ideas, perspectives, and stances that come 
flowing through the filter of “religious rules” have often—painfully often—
painted the wrong picture of God. So wrong, that when we finally somehow 
hear the truth about God, it sounds unbelievable. Absurd. Contradictory. 

Most of the people I’ve talked to who have walked away from God 
would say it’s because of a set of rules they could never live up to—rules 
that became the standard or the status quo that they just couldn’t follow. 
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Not because they didn’t want to. Not because they didn’t desire to adhere to 
the standards set before them. And not because they didn’t understand the 
consequences of abandoning the path marked out for them. Rather, it was 
because the standards, the rules, gave no room to grow, learn, and succeed 
from areas of weakness, past mistakes, or imperfections. 

And so they walked away from the inner vows they’d made to follow 
God because they simply couldn’t walk out the outer vows they’d made to 
religious rules. The weight of discouragement and guilt over the things they 
weren’t doing right took precedence over the things they were doing right 
until, eventually, it seemed pointless to keep trying. 

For many, following God feels like a 16-wheel semi-truck trying to drive 
on a narrow bike lane. There just isn’t any room for mistakes. We try to 
convince ourselves that we can walk a perfect line for a while, but it’s only 
a matter of time before we end up losing our balance and falling over. A 
boxed-in life with no opportunity to learn through trial and error is not 
only unfathomable, it’s unsustainable. The tightrope walk of rule-abiding 
perfection isn’t the kind of life any of us want to live. More importantly, it’s 
not the life God intended for us to live. It’s a great misconception about God 
that He wants us to live perfectly. Despite what we’ve been told, God never 
meant for rules to rule our lives. 

In fact, I want to introduce you to a paradox—an idea, notion, and 
thought about God that seems absurd, contradictory, absolutely not possi-
ble. Even, to some, blasphemous. Or humorous. So once you’re done argu-
ing, laughing, and doubting, I would like to introduce you to Someone you 
may not truly know. 

I want to introduce you to a God who breaks the rules. 

Unorthodox Methods 
I heard a story once about America that I never learned in school. Around 

the time of the Revolutionary War, many people were convinced America 
was anything but great. They believed America was populated with people 
and animals of lesser intelligence, lesser strength, and lesser ability and was 
doomed to failure. The idea, so ridiculous to our ears now, came from a 
popular, massive encyclopedia of natural history, Histoire Naturelle, written 
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by the French nobleman Count Georges-Louis Leclerc Buffon. Although 
Buffon had never actually traveled to America, he was absolutely convinced 
of its inevitable decline and collapse because, he wrote, the dense forests 
and marshes made it impossible for anyone or anything to develop properly. 
Hundreds of thousands of people believed him—and were too scared to try 
to make a life in a new land. 

Buffon’s encyclopedia, of course, was a huge public relations crisis 
for the brand-new United States of America. In order to survive, the US 
desperately needed high immigration and a flourishing trade industry. It 
needed proof that its land was not degenerate and diseased but full of life 
and opportunity. 

One man in particular took it upon himself to set the world right: 
Thomas Jefferson. He knew he had to do something drastic, even unortho-
dox, to turn the perception around. 

Living in France at the time, Jefferson pleaded with his friends in America 
to hunt, shoot, preserve, stuff, and send a gigantic moose all the way across 
the ocean to Buffon as tangible proof of America’s grandiose wilderness and 
vast resources. Jefferson asked for a moose big enough to make every other 
European animal pale in comparison and show that Buffon was as foolish 
as his encyclopedia. Sending a beast as grand in size and mass as a moose 
would prove once and for all that America was not only viable and fertile, 
but also far superior. When the massive seven-foot-tall stuffed moose even-
tually arrived on his doorstep, the French scientist couldn’t deny that his 
notions about America were wrong. Buffon was convinced, and Jefferson’s 
radical step began the unraveling of an idea that could have proved fatal to 
the nascent United States. And Jefferson changed America’s future in the 
raw, muddy wilderness at the hands of brute hunters instead of through the 
articulate, intelligent discussions of enlightened men of position and power. 

What if I were to tell you God did the same thing Jefferson did, just 
hundreds of years before? I’m not sure of His exact height, but, in essence, 
Jesus was the seven-foot-tall moose who was sent to change some widespread 
but incorrect beliefs about God. 
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And as theologically irrational as it may seem, God has always been 
set on challenging, frustrating, and unnerving people’s precepts through 
unorthodox methods. For a man named Moses, God broke the rules of 
nature to part the Red Sea. For a man named Joshua, He broke the rules 
of astronomy to stop time in the middle of a crucial battle. For a woman 
named Rahab, He broke societal rules to include her in the lineage of Jesus. 
For a man named Saul, later called Paul, He broke religious rules to inter-
vene and dramatically change a man on the wrong mission. For a young 
teenage couple named Joseph and Mary, God broke personal rules to birth 
His Son through this virgin. 

Even back then, God was not afraid to break the rules to accomplish 
change. And just so today, He will still use some of the most unorthodox 
methods to convince us of the truth. Time and time again, we think, “It can’t 
be done this way.” But God says, “It can.” God doesn’t change and neither 
does His Word. But His methods of reaching us are constantly changing. 
An unchanging God who changes or breaks the rules to meet us is an absur-
dity and a contradiction—but it is, in fact, true.

It’s a paradox. 

Like Jefferson, so many of us know what crazy, unorthodox plan we 
need to take. So why, if we know what it takes, do we not take the brazen 
risks to achieve what we have only dreamed of? Why do more people seem 
to be standing outside of the gilded gates of their future than flourishing 
inside? Why do the pioneers of change we so admire seem to live only in 
stories of yesterday? Where are the modern-day Thomas Jeffersons, Rosa 
Parks, Martin Luther King Jrs, Amelia Earharts, Pablo Picassos, and more? 

I believe they’re in the minds and hearts of people just like you. You’re 
reading a book that by its very title doesn’t make sense. You’re reading a 

You are one of the rebels, rule-breakers,  
and radicals of today who embody  
the very definition of greatness.
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book about finding the courage to change the unchangeable. You’re reading 
a book about changing the way you see God and your life. You are one of the 
rebels, rule-breakers, and radicals of today who embody the very definition 
of greatness.

The God Who Broke My Rules
Now at this point, I should probably tell you I’m a pastor. My job is 

to help point people to a relationship with God through His Son, Jesus. 
Some of you may be ready to close these pages simply because I’m a pastor 
and to walk away from yet another “religious book.” But today, right here, I 
would ask that you give me a chance. As someone who has helped thousands 
change the course of their life, allow me to be a change specialist for you who 
introduces you to the God who breaks the rules. Give me a shot at painting a 
different picture of God than you may currently hold. Walk with me on this 
journey to discover a God who isn’t the rule-keeper most people think He is. 
Give me permission to show you the God who broke my rules.

You see, I started out as a young kid who followed all of God’s rules. 
My parents were devout Catholics, and I was raised to follow in their foot-
steps of faith. I was an altar boy who never missed a service. Regardless of 
what was on our personal schedules, all six of the De La Mora children 
were expected to attend mass together. I knew of God but I had very little 
relationship with Him personally. To me, God was rigid, linear, and unwav-
ering in His rules. I felt He was stoic and apathetic to my personal pains, 
looking only to punish me for my wrongdoings. Every ritual and sacrament 
intended to draw me closer to God eventually pushed me farther away—not 
because I felt God was disappointed by me, but because of my own guilt of 
disappointing Him. 

On the outside, I upheld my responsibilities as an altar boy, but I lacked 
the richness of relationship I saw in my parents’ closeness with God. They 
seemed undeterred by the vast rules and stipulations of religion. It was as 
though their generation seemed content to obey without a hunger and pas-
sion for more from God. I felt guilty every time I broke a rule, but I had no 
idea how to change. 
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Inside, I knew I needed this distant God to change for me, but I knew 
that was too absurd to ask. Here I was struggling with too many secret sins 
to count, including a cocaine habit. Why would God change His rules for 
someone like me? It didn’t seem possible.

At seventeen, I had my own successful DJ company and was about to 
sign a seven-year record contract. But then I had a dream that changed 
everything. In my dream, I was standing at a fork in the road with two signs 
in front of me: one read “worldly success” and the other, “ministry.” I heard 
God’s voice say to me, “If you sign that contract, you’ll have success, but 
you’ll miss the purpose for your life. Sergio, follow Me.” 

At that time, I was a far cry from a man qualified for ministry. That 
dream had to be a mistake! It just didn’t add up. God would definitely be 
looking for someone who was rule-abiding, not rule-breaking. The God I 
knew would never personally speak to a sinner like me! Where in my dream 
was the priest who served as the middle man between God’s holiness and 
my dirtiness? Where was my list of penances to perform before I could be 
clean enough to be good enough? Where was the angry face of a God who 
didn’t care about my struggles?

Despite what I thought I knew about God, all I felt was God’s invitation 
to know Him differently. 

Today, the God I know is engaged, forgiving, and evident in my life. 
He speaks to the depths of my heart and leads me where He wants me to 
go rather than where I’m qualified to go. He opens doors of influence that 
were at one time closed to me and my family. He breaks the opinions, per-
spectives, and judgments others have of me, and those that I have of myself, 
to reveal His merciful viewpoint. When I stumble in my journey to under-
stand Him better, He stands with arms wide open instead of turning His 
back in disdain and disappointment. He erases the lines that separate me 
from Him and draws with broader, bigger strokes that include my weak-
nesses, faults, and inconsistencies. 

Over the years, I’ve often thought back on that young man at seventeen 
and reflected on how differently I see God now. I’ve realized that it wasn’t 
God who had changed; it was me who had changed. It was my image, my 
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understanding, and my rules that had changed. I allowed God to break the 
rules in me that I had inadvertently given permission to reign over me. The 
rules that had tormented me with guilt began to change as I sought out a 
relationship with Him as a son instead of through religion.  

The course of my life has not been one that reflects a journey of perfect, 
rule-abiding choices and decisions. It’s been a walk of grace that has jour-
neyed to a deeper, richer, and wider road without the stagnant rules I once 
held about God. 

And the rules in me weren’t the only rules God broke. As I trusted Him 
more and more and enlarged my perspective of Him, He began to break 
cultural, societal, and religious rules for me as well. I am the classic example 
of a man with no formal training who was found by God, changed by God, 
and is now being powerfully used by God in ways only few would ever have 
imagined possible!

After over three decades of walking with God, I’ve realized God is not 
just the God who makes the rules. He’s also the God who will break the rules 
for you. I realize the idea of a pastor emboldening people to believe in a God 
who breaks rules is quite the paradox, but the God I’ve come to know isn’t 
afraid of breaking the rules to help us change what seems unchangeable. He 
Himself isn’t beyond breaking some rules on our behalf. 

Blasphemy? 
But why? Why would God want to break the rules? Wouldn’t He want 

the opposite? Isn’t God a rule-keeper, not a rule-breaker? 

In the mind of humanity, we think of rules as “good” and breaking them 
as “bad.” This is why rule-breaking is synonymous with negative words such 
as defiance and rebellion. God’s perspective, however, is different. He doesn’t 
desire the abolishment of rules; He desires the destruction of any and all 
barriers that keep us from knowing Him and truly living the life He created 
us to live. 

As a seventeen-year-old boy, David was really nothing more than a soiled 
field worker. His own family saw no greatness in David, and his brothers 
looked at him as an arrogant troublemaker. He was far from a king, far from 
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a leader, far from promotion, but because he wasn’t far from God, nothing 
could stop him. 

His inauguration was not exactly what you’d expect for the next king. 
It was actually a secret venture under false pretenses, a deception that God 
permitted. No one expected David to be the leader that he would eventually 
become. He had the wrong qualifications, wrong family lineage, and wrong 
reputation. Everything about David seemed wrong, but to God, everything 
about David was right. God saw a man whose heart belonged to Him.

And because God decided to promote him, David’s life was a continual 
paradox. From the moment God called him, rules were broken. Over the 
course of his life, David would go on to become one of the greatest lead-
ers, even though he made mistake after mistake. Although God privileged 
David, He didn’t overlook David’s actions. God didn’t give David the green 
light to do whatever he wanted, but He did use his life as an example to say, 
“Let Me change how you see Me so you can see all of Me.” 

While the idea of God being a “rule-breaker” may seem outrageous, 
believing God would break rules on our behalf—personally and individu-
ally—is likely even more absurd. Throughout the course of this book, we’ll 
use David’s life to look at the reasons why God broke the rules and how He 
wants to do the same in your life today. God has always wanted relationship, 
but He won’t force relationship, especially if we hold tighter to a system of 
rules than we do to Him. He’ll wait until we’re ready to change how we see, 
think, and understand Him. 

Too often an incorrect and traditional image of God leads us to form 
inward rules about Him, ourselves, and others that skew our perspectives. 
They speak out with statements such as, “God can’t,” “God won’t,” and 
“God will never.” Eventually these inner declarations evolve into, “I can’t,” “I 
won’t,” and “I’ll never.” Such assertions prevent us from venturing forth and 

God is met in the pages of His Word and  
the being of His Son, not in a set of rules. 
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breaking out of fears and self-imposed restrictions in order to see change in 
the different areas of our life. These hindering, personal limitations become 
a prison that locks us into a life we think we’re supposed to live. 

The irony is that rules were never intended to control people. They were 
never created to define God in our lives. Rules were only intended to create 
standards. But in the centuries since Christ’s resurrection, rules have become 
synonymous with religion as the image of God was drawn with a paintbrush 
of do’s and don’ts. And more and more people pulled away from God and 
His plan for their lives. They retreated to the notion that they would rather 
make up their own rules for their life than follow God’s.

They had the wrong idea of God.

Never Worthless Again
When I first met Anna, she had just gotten out of prison. As a little 

girl, Anna had gone to church every Sunday and clearly remembered the 
wonder of a childlike faith to believe for anything. But over the years, out 
of a sense of guilt and fear, she had chosen to walk away from God. For 
over twenty years, she had battled an addiction that eventually caused her 
to lose everything, including her two children. Her confidence and hope in 
life were cut off and the dreams she once carried of a career in the legal pro-
fession were long gone. Her reckless lifestyle had left a mark on her health 
that was irreversible. Now diagnosed with a terminal disease, she stepped 
through the doors of our church in search of any trace of the faith she once 
knew, an empty shell of the woman she once was. I remember looking into 
her lifeless, dark eyes and coming face to face with the pain that seemed to 
have no end and no beginning. 

All her life she had broken rules that had broken her family, broken her 
spirit, and broken her future. No matter how much I spoke to her about 
hope and change, it was evident in her face that she didn’t believe I could 
be talking about her life. There were Sundays when I shook her hand and 
she was sober, and there were Sundays when I shook her hand and she was 
high. She teetered back and forth in her faith and in her reality as an addict. 
There were breaks in her weekly attendance when I knew she was too sick, 



26 |  PAR•A•DOX

too high, or in too much trouble with the law to come, but we kept praying 
and believing. Eventually, she always came back. 

One Sunday I found out Anna was in the hospital. The doctors had dis-
covered a large mass on her kidney that needed to be removed, but there was 
no guarantee she would make it through the surgery alive. Doctors feared 
her body wouldn’t have the functionality to survive the surgery, even though 
it was necessary to remove the mass. It seemed to be a story with an inevita-
ble sad ending. When I visited her at the hospital, Anna looked at me with 
the face of resignation and defeat. The first words she said to me were, “This 
is my punishment. I’m getting what I deserve.” She seemed resolved to die 
whether she went through with the surgery or not. It was brutally painful to 
try and convince her that God could still change her story. Her biggest argu-
ment was, “Why?” Why would God want to save someone like her when 
she obviously had done everything but follow Him? She argued with me 
that though she believed God could, she fiercely doubted He would. With 
every fiber of her being, she felt unqualified, undeserving, and unworthy of 
a miracle. Tears rolling down her face, she looked around the empty hospital 
room and wondered aloud how God could ever show up for her when even 
her own family hadn’t. I prayed with her that night, and then left for home. 
I cried the entire way home, knowing what she was feeling, but unable to 
convince her otherwise. A young pastor at the time, it was the longest car 
ride of my life. 

A few days later, I returned to the hospital to check on Anna. Her room 
was dark, and the bed was empty. Fearing the worst, I asked the nurses 
what had happened. They said Anna had just been released, but without a 
way to get a hold of Anna, I wasn’t sure what to think, so I just kept praying. 
Two Sundays later, I watched as Anna gingerly and cautiously walked up 
the stairs that led to our services. Her eyes were tired and worn, but I saw 
something there I hadn’t seen before. There was life in her eyes. I reached 
out and hugged her, unsure of what to ask or say. She slowly smiled and 
said two words: “It’s gone.” Speechless, I began to express gratitude at her 
successful surgery but she quickly stopped me. “I didn’t have surgery. The 
mass is just gone. It disappeared. They can’t find it anymore.” The doctors 
couldn’t explain it, but I knew God had broken the rules of medical science 
for this woman. 
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She didn’t say much those first weeks, but her face changed every time I 
saw her. Her resolve to live got stronger and stronger as she slowly began to 
accept the miracle God had given her. Years later, she came to me again with 
that slow smile and said the same words: “It’s gone.” Incredulous, I again 
stood speechless in front of her. The latest lab results had revealed she no 
longer showed any sign of the terminal disease in her body. Nothing. Not 
one infected cell. Nada. That was over ten years ago and today she remains 
a medical miracle. Come on, somebody!

If Anna’s story had been one of a dying young child or community 
philanthropist, it might make more sense why God would break the rules 
on her behalf. But that God would do so much for someone society deemed 
“worthless”—it’s a paradox!

I thought back then that maybe God saw the woman Anna would 
become if she could just believe in a God that loved, accepted, and believed 
in her more than His rules. Then the greatest miracle for Anna would 
seemingly be a second chance at life physically. But now I would argue for 
a different perspective: the greatest miracle God gave Anna was not her 
physical life, but the faith to believe in Him in a way that superseded any 
and every limitation, hindrance, and obstacle. The seeds of faith He planted 
through her medical miracle grew when her relationship with her children 
was restored. And it grew even more when God began to use her to speak 
to other women with similar stories. Then it grew even more when doors 
of opportunity began to open for jobs that were once slammed in her face 
because of her past. 

Years later, she told me she kept coming back to our church because never 
before had someone made her feel like it didn’t matter where she’d been or 

In God’s eyes, the perfect person to  
break the rules for is the person who,  

in our eyes, is the most imperfect.
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what she’d done. Knowing my own relationship with God and the rules He 
had broken for me, I truly believe God broke my rules so I could introduce 
Anna to the God who would break her rules. The faith that once said God 
wouldn’t do things for her now said God wouldn’t stop doing things for her. 
He wasn’t looking for a perfect person to do a perfect miracle. As baffling as 
it may seem, it’s almost as though, in God’s eyes, the perfect person to break 
the rules for is the person who, in our eyes, is the most imperfect. 

Changing the Way You See God
This thought shakes the core of how we see God. It means that the 

essence of a relationship with God is not based on merit or adherence to 
rules, but on faith alone. The fact that God would do crazy and unorthodox 
miracles for the righteous and unrighteous alike blurs our rigid understand-
ing of God. No longer is it crystal clear whom God will promote, advance, 
and favor. The rules of engagement are forever changed. Now, God’s inclu-
sivity qualifies all of us to have our rules broken. 

But this all-inclusive life God intended for us is only possible when we 
allow Him to break the inner rules or vows we’ve clung to out of tradition 
and obligation. These inner rules offer little help in conquering the real 
internal struggles of defeat, disappointment, and discouragement we all face 
at one time or another. God wants to show you and me that He loves us, 
accepts us, and wants to favor us, regardless of our merits, works, or even 
obedience to rules. He just wants us. All of us, with every single one of our 
hang-ups, issues, and mistakes. 

The paradox of God’s rule-breaking persona is a side of Him we all need. 

God broke the rules over two thousand years ago, before any one of us 
was born, to show us how deeply and greatly He wanted us. He saturated 
the earth with His grace to eliminate every argument within us that would 
hinder us from living the life we were called to live. Through these pages, 
He will reveal who you were called to be, destined to be, regardless of the 
internal and external vows you’ve held on to that need to be broken. Not one 
single rule could change His love and plan for your life centuries ago, and 
not one single rule can stop it today. 
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Take a moment and think of the rules you’ve harbored out of tradi-
tion, expectation, or religion. Which rules have you held to for fear of 
disappointing God, yourself, or others? What “truths” have held you cap-
tive from the life you have always longed for? Once you begin to honestly 
assess your own rulebook, you’ll begin to see the rules that now need to be 
broken. Maybe they’re rules about God’s love for you. Maybe they’re rules 
about what you are or are not qualified to possess in life. Or maybe it’s a 
set of rules about others that has placed a wall between you and them. 
Whatever the rules have been, it’s time to discover the God who wants to 
break them. 

For those who have never had a relationship with Him, an encounter 
with this God starts a conversation with Him that is the beginning of a 
real relationship. It’s the starting point to seeing God as real, relevant, and 
responsive to you personally. It’s the blank canvas you need to see Him dif-
ferently from the rumors you’ve heard about Him. It’s the brand new begin-
ning you’ve needed, but felt you could never get. It’s the thing you’ve always 
desired but could never put your finger on.

For those who have had a relationship with God but walked away or 
struggled to get closer to Him, it’s the key to everything you’ve been trying 
to unlock. It’s the faith truth that overpowers the truth of rules you’ve strug-
gled with. It’s the green light to go where you’ve never been before in order 
to access things you could only dream of previously. It’s the road less trav-
eled that opens your eyes to see the miraculous, the unexplainable, and the 
inconceivable. No matter where your relationship with God is today, it can 
change right now. All you have to do is let Him. Whatever belief system, 
perspectives, and opinions you hold about God at the start of this book will 
not be the same ones you have at the end of this journey. I believe by the last 
page, you’ll be more convinced than ever before of who He is and who you 
are to Him. 

Allow me to introduce you to the God you may not know. He’s the 
God who created you, formed you, and called you before you ever breathed 
your first breath. He’s the God who isn’t angry at you for the things you’ve 
done, didn’t do, or even the things you will do. He’s the God who loves 
you unconditionally, regardless of whether you love Him. He’s the One 
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who ordered every day of your life and marked you with gifts, talents, and 
abilities to fulfill your purpose. And He’s the God who broke the rules to 
know you.


