
What People Are Saying About Provided and  
Dr. Cornelius Quek…

“A bold and enlightening assault against the lack we see in the world. 
Dr. Cornelius Quek’s passion shines through and inspires believers 
to trust God to provide for our needs, as well as for the resources to 
support the dreams and assignments He has put in our hearts. What 
I love about this book is that it’s written from a place of experience, 
so it carries breakthrough and an impartation into an abundant life. 
Whether you’re a missionary, a business person just starting your 
journey with God, or a veteran who’s been walking with Jesus for 
years, I highly recommend this book as a boost of faith in believing 
for God’s abundance over your life!”

—Kris Vallotton 
Senior Associate Leader, Bethel Church, Redding, CA 

Co-founder, Bethel School of Supernatural Ministry 
Author of eleven books, including The Supernatural Ways of Royalty, 

Heavy Rain, and Destined to Win.

“Many believers understand God to be the Provider, but few experi-
ence His provision on a consistent basis. In Provided: The God Who 
Walks in the Middle of Your Need, Dr. Cornelius Quek delivers a 
knockout punch to the spirit of lack in our lives. With sound biblical 
teaching and practical applications, he shows us how to tap in to the 
magnanimity of the Father’s heart and how to receive His provision 
for all our needs and for the God-given dreams and destiny for our 
lives. The work of the kingdom will be accelerated if God’s people 
learn how to access the wealth of His resources. This is a timely pro-
phetic message for the body of Christ!” 

—Ché Ahn 
President, Harvest International Ministry  

Founding Pastor, HRock Church, Pasadena, CA 
International Chancellor, Wagner University 

Author, The Grace of Giving and God Wants to Bless You



“If you want to learn how much God loves you, and how He operates, 
really operates, in your life and in the lives of your friends and loved 
ones, this is the book for you. Dr. Cornelius Quek has the unique gift 
and unparalleled anointing to ‘show God to you’ through personal 
stories that demonstrate who God really is! You are about to learn 
how personal God is. I only wish someone had given me this book 
when I was much younger. Please, get this book for yourself today, 
and get another one for someone you truly care for. Neither of you 
will be sorry that you did.”

—Steve Shultz 
Founder, The Elijah List 

“Dr. Cornelius Quek has truly put together a masterpiece—an out-
standing and balanced view of what it means to be living in God’s 
provision. He has skillfully given us the biblical context of cove-
nant provision. God’s provision doesn’t just involve physical things; 
it encompasses the total provision of God—body, soul, and spirit. 
Cornelius emphasizes that provision comes through a healthy under-
standing and relationship with God our Father. Jesus said that, when 
we seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, all of these things 
will be added unto us. I was captivated by how Cornelius painted the 
picture of God’s covenant with mankind and Jesus’s parables, making 
them come alive. I also was touched by the real-life experiences and 
testimonies included in this book. This book kept my attention from 
beginning to end.” 

—Pastor Kathy Balcombe 
Director, Revival Chinese Ministries International  

Pastor, Revival Christian Church 
Hong Kong

“Provision is a subject that occupies a massive amount of our time, 
talent and focus, and one that sits heavily on the heart of every person 
on earth. Thankfully, the subject of provision is also deeply and 
continuously on the heart of God. In his new book, Dr. Cornelius 
Quek presents a fresh approach to this topic that is intensely bibli-
cal, spiritually powerful, and uniquely personal. In an age in which 
much of the teaching on prosperity is superficial and self-centered, it 



is so refreshing to read a book that is deeply grounded in Scripture, 
while, at the same time, filled with real-life testimonies that will not 
only impart mountain-moving faith but also challenge the reader to 
a deeper intimacy and dependence upon our heavenly Father. This 
book will change your life!”

—Dr. Michael Brodeur 
Founder and consultant, Destiny Finder & Pastor’s Coach 

Author, Revival Culture 

“Dr. Cornelius Quek has demonstrated an anointed leadership and 
ministry in the supernatural realm based on the Word of God for the 
last twenty years in more than twenty countries. His life is a testimony 
of God’s wonder-working power and supernatural provision in His 
covenant relationship with God. In Provided: The God Who Walks in 
the Middle of Your Need, Cornelius teaches us about God’s sovereign 
and abundant provision through solid instruction and powerful testi-
monies. He also points out the importance of stewarding what God 
has provided for us. As you read this book, may you feed on God’s 
faithfulness and experience His generous heart toward you!”

—Retired Lieutenant General Bey Soo Khiang 
Chief of Defense (1995–2000) 

Singapore Armed Forces

“My spiritual grandson, Cornelius, has ably captured many precious 
lessons he has learned in his walk of faith, revealing that our Father 
God is good and caring. At the same time, he cautions against the 
get-rich-quick spirit of greed. Provided: The God Who Walks in the 
Middle of Your Need gives us a wonderful framework for growth so 
that, even if we suffer the loss of all things like Paul, we can continue 
to be vibrant and minister the words of Philippians 4:19: “My God 
will supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

—Most Reverend Dr. Moses Tay 
7th Bishop, Anglican Diocese of Singapore (1982–2000)  

1st Archbishop, Anglican Province of South East Asia (1996–2000)



“I have known Cornelius since he was a young pastor and leader in 
Singapore. Over the years, his unwavering and contagious faith in an 
extraordinary God has catapulted him to accomplish supernatural 
exploits for the kingdom. Here is a man and a shining example of 
great courage, influence, and leadership. His ministry is an inspira-
tion to believers, both in the ministry and the marketplace. I highly 
recommend this book to all who wish to learn to walk by faith in our 
loving heavenly Father and Jehovah Jireh.”

—James Chia 
Group President, Pico Art International 

pico.com

“Over the past four years that I have known Cornelius Quek, he 
has consistently exemplified and promoted a lifestyle of trust in the 
goodness of God. In Provided, Dr. Cornelius presents a sound, bibli-
cal understanding of provision and prosperity rooted in dependence 
on the ‘immutable, benevolent, loving’ nature of the heavenly Father. 
It’s about trusting God’s character—trusting who He is. Readers 
will find this book immediately applicable, summoning them to new 
levels of faith, prayer and obedience.”

—Dr. Randy Turpin 
President, Valor Christian College, Columbus, Ohio
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T H I S  B O O K  I S  D E D I C AT E D …

To my late parents: You were the first to show me what provision 
looked like and felt like. I know this book would make you so proud.

To my wife, Tiffany: You are my best friend, my constant source 
of love, support, and encouragement. God showed me what a great 
Provider He is when He gave me you.

To Pastor Bill Johnson and Bethel Church: Thank you for stew-
arding and hosting the presence of God so well. It is such an honor 
and joy to serve this house and call Bethel home.

To the outstanding community at Elisha’s Room and Destiny 
House: Doing life as a family with many of you stunning individuals 
has fueled my passion for the Lord and His kingdom purposes.

To this generation and the generations to come: May you never 
bow down to the spirit of lack. May you always experience God’s gra-
cious provision and accomplish great exploits for His kingdom’s sake.
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F O R E W O R D

Provided is more than a book about living in financial freedom; it is a 
book that can radically change mind-sets and set people free to step 
into a more abundant life that Jesus died for us to have. (See John 
10:10.) I am so honored to write this foreword for my dear friend Dr. 
Cornelius Quek. Over the years, I have witnessed the anointing on 
Cornelius’ life to bring breakthrough in the area of finance and stew-
ardship, fulfilling the promises of God.

In the summer of 2013, a woman drove from Oakland to 
Redding (about three hours) to be a part of our 8 a.m. worship gath-
ering at Destiny House. Toward the end of our meeting, we gath-
ered around her to pray and prophesy over her. Cornelius released his 
prayers and anointing. A few days later, this woman informed us that 
$217,544.21 was forgiven off the principal of her home. This is just 
one of the many testimonies God has released through Cornelius’ 
prayers. I have seen this time and time again. 

Cornelius’ absolute dependence on God is inspiring. His attitude 
and reliance upon Him to meet all his needs has never been shaken 
since I have known him. He has a proven track record of releasing 
hope and breakthrough in this area. Provided: The God Who Walks 
in the Middle of Your Need is not just a brilliantly written book, it is 
the core message he lives by every day. So many in my community, 
including myself, have been incredibly blessed by the authority and 
anointing he carries and stewards in this area. Cornelius has taught 
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us the significance of operating in the spirit of generosity in times of 
need.

I remember talking with Cornelius in the beginning stages of 
development for this book,  and one of his early titles for it was some-
thing like Money Is Not the Problem. This is so true. If we are having 
problems with money, it is just highlighting a deeper issue we have in 
our hearts. It is said that, if someone wins the lottery, he will be right 
back where he started from after awhile because his money habits 
haven’t changed. Millionaires, on the other hand, can go bankrupt 
and then make another million dollars soon after. Why? Because 
money was never really the issue. The key is cultivating a healthy 
perspective of God’s goodness, learning to be content in all circum-
stances, and stewarding what He pours out.

God is good, and He is always for us. We can trust that He wants 
the best for us and is working behind the scenes on our behalf as we 
keep our focus on Him. As we do this, we gain courage to step out 
in faith toward Him even if we don’t know what will happen. He 
longs for us to take our eyes off our circumstances and focus on Him 
and His greatness. It’s important to choose truth over circumstances. 
This is a shift in belief systems, believing not in what we can see but in 
the truth of who God says He is. If we really believe God is who He 
says He is, our faith in Him will never waiver. 

When we see things in the right perspective and believe His 
truth, we won’t question whether He will provide for our needs. (See 
Philippians 4:19.) How am I going to pay rent this month? How am I 
ever going to get out of debt? Will I ever get to go on my dream vaca-
tion? These challenges all have their answer in Jesus, who is the way, 
the truth, and the life. (See John 14:6.) Jesus is the answer to every 
problem and issue we face. He will lead us and give us solutions as we 
seek Him first. 

When we posture our hearts to believe the truth that God will 
take care of us just as He does the birds of the air, we won’t need 
to worry about Him meeting our immediate needs again. (See 
Matthew 6:25–34.) Perspective is everything. Is our faith in Jesus 
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and His promises or in what we can see? Do we believe the promise 
of Philippians 1:6, that God will complete what He starts? If God 
makes a promise, we can trust that He will fulfill it. This may not 
come in our timing or the way we think, but if God has revealed to us 
a promise, then we can put all our hope and trust in Him. 

If we can learn to keep our eyes on Jesus and worship Him in 
all circumstances, we will go to new heights and new depths with 
Him. We will enter into His gates with thanksgiving and praise in 
our hearts in all circumstances. (See Psalm 100:4–5.) That’s the 
secret that Paul discovered. (See Philippians 4:12–13.) He learned 
how to let God direct His steps and source his happiness. God is 
the source of our hope and joy; nothing, not even lack, can steal 
that away. 

I have learned that the enemy uses lack to make us depressed, 
whereas God uses lack to propel us into more of Him. We can allow 
our roots to grow deeper in Him and build a solid foundation, so 
that, when abundance comes, we are strong enough to steward and 
channel it to be a blessing to those around us. When we experience 
lack or a spirit of fear, that’s the time to take on the opposite spirit. 
Ask God what He is really up to and worship more exuberantly, 
focusing on Him. In seasons of lack, dream bigger dreams, and wor-
ship, praise, and adore God even more. That may be the only time you 
have to offer a sacrifice of praise in during that situation, and what a 
gift that is! We can trust that, as we worship Him for His faithful-
ness, even in times of lack, He will open up the heavens on our behalf. 
(See 2 Chronicles 20.) 

No matter what season you find yourself in, I believe that God 
will use this book to unlock greater faith in Him and a healthy per-
spective to steward what He provides for you. God is faithful, and He 
is always for you. May God rewire your brain with heavenly pathways 
and the right perspective so that your foundation is in God alone 
and you remain unshakeable no matter what storms come and go. I 
pray that, as you read Provided: The God Who Walks in the Middle of 
Your Need, you will receive a massive revelation of the Father’s unre-
lenting love, recognizing that He has already gone to all extremes to 
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demonstrate His love for you. May you be marked by His love so 
much that you will never again question His goodness. May the truth 
that He is your faithful Provider fill you with fresh hope and expec-
tation for the abundant life He’s already given in Jesus. Blessings and 
fire be upon your life as you read this gift.

—Dr. Jennifer A. Miskov  
Founding Director, Destiny House 

Redding, California 
Author, Walking on Water: Experiencing a Life of Miracles,  

Courageous Faith & Union with God
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I N T R O D U C T I O N :  I T ’ S  A  D O N E  D E A L !

College days were rough. Ramen was my best friend, not just 
because I am Asian, but because money was a rare commodity in that 
season of my life. Clean clothing was also not very common unless I 
managed to scramble ten quarters by the end of the week—five for a 
wash, five for a dry. I remember one of those days when I gathered 
my mountain of dirty laundry and made my way to the laundromat. 
I took five steps out of my dorm room when it hit me like a ton of 
bricks: I had only seventy-five cents to my name; how was I going to 
do my laundry?

A moment of stark reality, a sigh of disappointment, and five 
retracted steps later, I was back in my dorm room. I remembered 
praying, “Lord, if you can send ravens to feed Elijah, surely you can 
give me clean clothes.” I went about my day. Later that evening, I 
was at church, and James, a homeless guy I had met the week before, 
walked up to me.

“I don’t know why I am doing this, but here’s a dollar for you.” 
James stretched out his hand toward me.

I was lost for words. 

James walked up to me a second time that evening, this time dig-
ging deep into his jean pocket. “Now, I really don’t know why I am 
doing this, but here’s another dollar for you,” he said, handing me 
four quarters.
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“James, I really do appreciate this, but you really don’t have to do 
this.”

“You don’t understand. I have to,” James insisted.

I was dumbfounded but profoundly uplifted. It took awhile to 
sink in. Besides feeling immense gratitude, I must say the prospect of 
clean-smelling clothes excited me greatly. That night, the Holy Spirit 
spoke to me in a matter-of-fact tone: Son, I am your Source. Look to 
Me and trust Me. If I decide to hang money on the tree and have you 
pluck it down, so be it. I will never forget those words. God was making 
it plain to me that He is the Source of all provision, whether through 
supernatural or natural means. The lesson I learned that night has 
shaped me and spurred me on in my journey of trusting God for His 
provision in my life. Now it’s my turn to encourage you.

Jesus and Paul made two audacious statements concerning God’s 
provision. Jesus promised, “Seek first the kingdom of God…and all these 
things will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33 esv). Elsewhere, Paul con-
fidently declared, “My God shall supply all your need according to His 
riches in glory” (Philippians 4:19). 

This is what I would have said to them: “Jesus, Paul, you can’t 
make statements like that and not be able to back them up!” 

I can just imagine Jesus and Paul fist-pumping and shouting with 
sheer gusto and conviction, “It’s a done deal! Don’t you worry about 
it! God will provide for you!” Either Jesus and Paul are right on the 
money, or they have gone off the deep end. Nevertheless, I thought, 
They know God’s provision to be a fact when many others think of it only 
as a good idea. They seem to perceive God’s provision as heaven’s reality 
rather than heaven’s reluctance. I believe Jesus and Paul didn’t make 
those bold statements to tease us or to frustrate us. God’s provision 
isn’t just a good idea—it’s His most gracious promise. 

Divine provision is a prerogative of God’s children. As a good 
Father, He delights in providing for us, and He created us with an 
innate dependency on Him to meet our needs. God is a creative 
Provider, and He provides through different means. We can’t put 
Him in a box. He can provide through people, a job, a brilliant 
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business idea, or another dramatic fashion. Trusting God for provi-
sion tends to make people feel nervous and uneasy. Many feel inad-
equate in approaching God for provision. They view provision more 
like a problem rather than a promise from God. They hang on to 
their inadequacy to trust God rather than God’s profound ability 
to provide. It stirs up more questions than answers. How will God 
provide? Can God be trusted? How does faith work? What if I don’t 
have faith? What if God doesn’t show up? What if—the questions 
linger. They pray. They believe. They want to believe. And they bite 
their nails. Trusting in the unknown is scary. Not being in control 
is disconcerting. There’s always going to be a level of discomfort in 
trusting God for provision. It always requires us to relinquish our 
fears and control and step out in faith. Ask Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Joseph, Moses, David, and the other biblical heroes of faith. They 
all have understood the process well. I believe that if they could give 
us a word of encouragement, they would concertedly say, “Yes, it is 
nerve-racking. Yes, it is scary. Yes, it is uncomfortable, but God is 
able. Understand that to position yourself to receive breakthrough 
and provision, the promises of God must outweigh your discomfort 
and fears. You must be acquainted with the promises more than the 
problems. The issue isn’t God’s ability to provide for you; it’s enlarg-
ing your capacity to trust and receive. So, learn to trust and receive. 
Fix your eyes on Him. God has promised to provide for you. Rest 
assured!”

The premise of this book is the core belief that God wants and 
is able to provide for our needs, as well as provide the resources for 
the God-given dreams and assignments He has called each one of 
us to. The central theme in the Bible is covenant provision, which is 
stamped on many narratives in the Bible, beginning with creation all 
the way to the cross. It is God’s gracious inheritance for His children. 
We enter in to covenant relationship with the Father the moment we 
are adopted as His sons and daughters. We no longer have to fend for 
ourselves; the good Father provides and takes care of us.

In teaching the disciples to pray, Jesus said, 
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Your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask 
Him. In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven…
give us this day our daily bread.  (Matthew 6:8–9, 11)

Jesus invites us to covenant relationship with the Father with the 
promise of covenant provision.

I have struggled to find an adequate title for this book. I finally 
settled on Provided. Here’s why: It describes the act of provision in 
the past tense. It is a completed action; it’s a done deal. God has made 
a covenant and established a bond to always supply and care for His 
children. Although God’s covenant provision includes other aspects 
of our lives, such as health, peace, wisdom, protection, and so forth, I 
focused on God’s provision for our material and financial needs. My 
goal in this book is to point you to the covenant Provider, Jehovah 
Jireh, the All-Sufficient One. That is the foundation on which this 
book was written. This book is by no means an exhaustive treatise on 
divine providence or finances. Authors like Dave Ramsey, Ron Blue, 
and Larry Burkett have valuable literature and resources on finan-
cial strategies and money management written from a Christian and 
kingdom perspective.

In this book, you will learn biblical principles and receive keys 
to help you unlock and access what heaven has already made provi-
sion for. The testimonies and prayer declarations in each chapter will 
build your faith, inspire hope, and guide you in prophesying to your 
circumstances. 

This book was written for the college student trusting God for 
college expenses, the single mom wondering how she is going to pro-
vide for her child, the businessman with a new business venture, the 
individual preparing for a career in ministry, and all dreamers who 
wonder how their dreams will ever come to pass.

God is able.

May your life be marked by His covenant faithfulness and radi-
cal provision. May you accomplish every God-given assignment and 
fulfill the destiny He has placed on your life. And may you come to 
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understand the heart of the Father, who greatly delights in providing 
for His children. His love for you is relentless!

Your fellow sojourner,  
Dr. Cornelius Quek
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1

“ M AY  I  B E  C U R S E D  I F  I  D O  N O T 
P R O V I D E  F O R  Y O U ! ”

“It is ridiculous and absurd to think that the God who 
called you to His assignments would sabotage His plans by 

shortchanging His provision for you.” 
—Cornelius Quek

In a moment of desperation, I found myself bargaining with the Lord 
and laying my cards on the table: “Father, I am not asking for much, 
but if You promise to always take care of my basic needs—food on the 
table, a roof over my head, a job, a family with a wife and children—I 
promise to lay down my life to serve You for the rest of my days.” 

“Lord, I know You’ve called me to make a difference in this world. 
You have put dreams and aspirations in my heart that are going to 
require Your provision to be fulfilled. I can’t afford to negotiate with 
lack in my life!” 

In the gentlest way, I heard Him say, Son, it’s a deal. Let Me take 
you on a journey. Turn to Genesis 15. Let Me show you something. 

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a 
vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your 
exceedingly great reward.” But Abram said, “Lord God, what 
will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house 
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is Eliezer of Damascus?” Then Abram said, “Look, You have 
given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!” 
And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This 
one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own 
body shall be your heir.” Then He brought him outside and said, 
“Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to 
number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants 
be.” And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him 
for righteousness. Then He said to him, “I am the Lord, who 
brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to 
inherit it.” And he said, “Lord God, how shall I know that I will 
inherit it?” So He said to him, “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, 
a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, 
and a young pigeon.” Then he brought all these to Him and cut 
them in two, down the middle, and placed each piece opposite the 
other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when the vultures 
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. Now 
when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; 
and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon him. Then He 
said to Abram: “Know certainly that your descendants will be 
strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and 
they will afflict them four hundred years. And also the nation 
whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with 
great possessions. Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in 
peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. But in the fourth gen-
eration they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is 
not yet complete.” And it came to pass, when the sun went down 
and it was dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and 
a burning torch that passed between those pieces. On the same 
day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your 
descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the 
great river, the River Euphrates—the Kenites, the Kenezzites, 
the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the 
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”   
 (Genesis 15:1–21) 
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Can God Be Trusted? 
Since the garden of Eden, Satan’s predictable strategy has always 

been to tempt us to doubt the character and the goodness of God. 
With this archetypical scheme, he deceived Eve: “Did God really 
say…? Does God have your best interest at heart? Is He able to 
provide for you? Is He going to leave you to fend for yourself? Will 
God keep His promises?” The heart of Genesis 15 begs the question 
“Will Abram trust in Yahweh?” And, of weighty significance, “Can 
Yahweh, in fact, be trusted?”

Earlier, in Genesis 12 and 13, God repeatedly promised Abram 
descendants and land. (See Genesis 12:2–3, 7; 13:14–17.) It’s starting 
to sound like a broken record. Abram was seventy-five years old, and 
Sarah was barren. We arrive at chapter 15, and the barrenness lin-
gers. The chapter begins brightly with God assuring Abram that He 
would be his Protector and Rewarder.

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a 
vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your 
exceedingly great reward.”  (Genesis 15:1)

However, I imagine that, for Abram, these words would pale 
in comparison to his current situation of childlessness. Words and 
promises of someday possessing land would fall to the ground, futile 
and conflicting with the current state of landlessness. Abram is con-
fronted with his ability to muster up enough faith to trust in God. 
Will he be able to trust God? Can God be trusted? Will God trust 
Abram? These are crucial questions, and their answers would alter 
the history of Israel and God’s people for eternity. How will Abram 
continue to completely trust in the promises of God when all the sur-
rounding evidence shouted impossibility? Childlessness was viewed 
as an outright disaster in the ancient world, bearing social and cul-
tural contempt. Without children, no one could carry on Abram’s 
family line (you and I may not exist!). If nothing happened, Abram 
was going to take matters into his own hands and adopt Eliezer, a 
servant in his household, as his heir. 
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But Abram said, “Lord God, what will You give me, seeing I go 
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” Then 
Abram said, “Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one 
born in my house is my heir!”  (Genesis 15:2–3) 

God reassured Abram that he would have a child of his own. 
For the first time, God showed Abram the stars in the skies, and it 
was a sign to him that his descendants would be equally incalcula-
ble. (See Genesis 15:4–5.) In the pitch darkness of the Near Eastern 
night, Abram lifted his head and gazed at the constellations of stars. 
I imagine his eyes glistening with hope and his faith being stirred as 
he attempted to count them one by one. Abram accepted this con-
firmation concerning his progeny, albeit, deep inside, questions and 
uncertainty regarding possession of land may still have lingered.

“Cut Up the Animals!”
Having faith in God does not rule out questions. Abram believed 

God, and it was accounted to him as righteousness (see Genesis 15:6), 
but it didn’t stop him from asking God a legitimate question: “Lord 
God, how shall I know that I will inherit [the land]?” (Genesis 15:8). 
God’s response to his query hardly seemed inspiring or comforting. 
It appeared so random and inconsequential.

So He said to him, “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-
year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a 
young pigeon.” Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in 
two, down the middle, and placed each piece opposite the other; 
but he did not cut the birds in two.  (Genesis 15:9–10)

Remarkably, Abram seemed to understand exactly what the 
Lord was asking him to do. God was giving him instructions to pre-
pare a “covenant cutting” ceremony. Abram proceeded to gather the 
animals, cut and separated them in two, and placed them in front of 
Him. The day had gone by, and the sun was going down. Abram fell 
into a deep sleep. As the night approached, all of heaven awaited in 
silent and eager anticipation to see what Yahweh would do next.
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The evening quieted and, when it would seem like all that 
remained was the deathly passage of animals, suddenly, a glowing 
fire emerged from the darkness of night. The scene took a dramatic 
shift with a theophany, a manifestation of God, complete with pyro-
technics. A smoking firepot with a flaming torch amazingly glided 
between the pieces of the animals. Fire in the Bible is often symbolic 
of the abiding presence of God. In this riveting encounter, Yahweh, 
in His Shekinah glory, represented by fiery symbols, passed between 
the rows of animal flesh to seal His covenant with Abram. It was a 
stunning display of His power and magnificence!

And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, 
that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch 
that passed between those pieces. On the same day the Lord 
made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I 
have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 
River Euphrates.”  (Genesis 15:17)

In Hebrew literature, the central narrative of Genesis 15 is 
known as brit bein habetarim, meaning, “covenant between the pieces.” 
The Hebrew term for covenant making is karat berit, literally, “to cut 
a covenant.” (See Genesis 15:18.)1

Ritual practices in the ancient Near East offer extensive evidence 
that animals were slaughtered and cut in half in treaty contraction 
ceremonies. A “suzerainty treaty” was a Hittite practice in the six-
teenth to thirteenth centuries b.c. Suzerains were ancient kings who 
imposed their covenant treaties on lesser kings, called vassals.2 In 
this treaty, the vassal, or the inferior party, would walk between the 
bleeding pieces of the split animals. He would take an oath of loyalty 
to his superior, the suzerain: “May the gods do so to me as I have 
done to these animals if I do not fulfill the terms of this covenant!”3 
A similar biblical reference is found in Jeremiah: 

And I will give the men who have transgressed My covenant, who 
have not performed the words of the covenant which they made 
before Me, when they cut the calf in two and passed between the 
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parts of it—the princes of Judah, the princes of Jerusalem, the 
eunuchs, the priests, and all the people of the land who passed 
between the parts of the calf—I will give them into the hand of 
their enemies and into the hand of those who seek their life. Their 
dead bodies shall be for meat for the birds of the heaven and the 
beasts of the earth.  (Jeremiah 34:18–20) 

Although it may seem morbid, the symbolism here is startling. 
If one were to violate the terms of the covenant, he would perish just 
like the animals. It was self-maledictory. In other words, to walk 
between the carcasses is to submit oneself to the fate of the slaugh-
tered animals as a curse and penalty for breaking the covenant.

In Abram’s climatic encounter with God’s presence, the glowing 
furnace slowly glided through the animal parts that glistened in the 
night. Surely the reverential fear of the Lord fell on that place as this 
holy scene played out. Astonishingly, as Abram stood there rooted 
and stunned by His glory, he realized he had not been asked to join in 
the ritual—to pass between the pieces with God. God, in His divine 
initiative, moved between the cut-up animal parts all by Himself!

That God would curse Himself and die is inconceivable!  

And yet that’s exactly what He did!  

Almost two thousand years later, God came in  

the flesh and Jesus became a curse on our behalf.  

It was the divine scandal of all eternity!

What was going on? God acted on His own accord, and it was an 
unconditional, unilateral covenant. He was solely responsible for its ful-
fillment. God, with astounding authority, was symbolizing that if He 
were to break His word, He would be sundered just like the butchered 
animals. It would be tantamount to a curse, a divine self-imprecation, a 
guarantee that Abram’s descendants would inherit and possess the land, 
or God Himself would die!4 What a scandal that would be! That God 
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would curse Himself and die is inconceivable! And yet that’s exactly 
what He did! Almost two thousand years later, God came in the flesh 
and Jesus became a curse on our behalf. It was the divine scandal of all 
eternity! What a God and Savior! Here in Genesis 15, in one act of 
divine magnanimity, Yahweh took an oath, and in passing between the 
animal pieces, He irrevocably pledged to fulfill His covenant promise 
to Abram.

An important aspect of cutting a covenant involves the role of a 
witness. (See Genesis 31:44–49; Deuteronomy 31:19; Joshua 24:27.) 
As the new generation of Israelites was poised to enter the Promised 
Land, Moses called to remembrance their unique covenant with God. 
He called two witnesses to verify the ratification of the covenant:

I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I 
have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore 
choose life, that both you and your descendants may live.   
 (Deuteronomy 30:19)

Treaties often conclude with a call for witnesses to confirm the 
terms of the covenant. Witnesses testify that a covenant has been 
made and is binding, including the penalty for not honoring the terms 
of the covenant. In ancient Near Eastern legal transactions, the wit-
nesses were typically the distinctive deities of the parties involved.5 

And since there is no other god but Yahweh in Israel’s faith, the cre-
ated order, heaven and earth, was summoned to testify to the reality 
of His offer and the reliability of His promise. Creation was called 
upon as a witness in other instances in the Old Testament, when the 
Lord entered into some form of legal encounter with the Israelites. 
(See Deuteronomy 4:26; 31:28; 32:1; Isaiah 1:2; Micah 1:2).

Moreover, God came down in His glory to inaugurate a formal 
covenant with Abram. And since He could swear by none greater, He 
swore by Himself. The Lord took an oath, sanctioning Himself for 
Abram’s benefit. 

For example, there was God’s promise to Abraham. Since there 
was no one greater to swear by, God took an oath in his own 
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name, saying: “I will certainly bless you, and I will multiply your 
descendants beyond number.” Then Abraham waited patiently, 
and he received what God had promised. Now when people take 
an oath, they call on someone greater than themselves to hold 
them to it. And without any question that oath is binding. God 
also bound himself with an oath, so that those who received the 
promise could be perfectly sure that he would never change his 
mind. So God has given both his promise and his oath. These 
two things are unchangeable because it is impossible for God to 
lie.  (Hebrews 6:13–18 nlt)

God put His name and reputation on the line. He named Himself 
the guarantor of His word. In swearing by Himself, God is bound to 
His word by His character. He is incapable of dishonoring His own 
name and reputation. Now, Abram can be confident that God’s prom-
ises were forever sure. He will provide! Later, in Genesis 17:5, God 
changed Abram’s name, which means “exalted father,” to Abraham, 
the “father of a multitude!”6 The goodness of God was the motivating 
force, bringing all His promises to Abram to fruition, substantiated by 
His name. His name is El Shaddai—God Almighty, the All-Sufficient 
One, the God who is more than enough! God’s zeal and commitment 
to providing for Abram are backed up with the resources of heaven! 

The Covenant of Grace
Since Abram did not walk through the pieces, he was not obli-

gated to realize God’s promises, only to live in obedience to God, 
believe by faith, and receive His promises. It was a unilateral cove-
nant. Abram was a recipient, not a contributor, to the covenant. He 
was not expected to offer promissory elements to the bond; he was to 
accept it as offered, keep it as demanded, and receive the results that 
God, by oath, assured would not be withheld.

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to 
Abram and said to him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me 
and be blameless. And I will make My covenant between Me 
and you, and will multiply you exceedingly.”  (Genesis 17:1–2) 
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When God affirmed His covenant with Abram, God instructed 
him to “walk before [Him] and be blameless.” Living under God’s 
covenantal blessings and provision is a privilege as God’s children. 
However, it requires us to live responsibly, in covenant obedience to 
God and His ways. The covenant of grace does not condone licen-
tious and irresponsible living.

Living under God’s covenantal blessings and provision  

is a privilege as God’s children. However,  

it requires us to live responsibly,  

in covenant obedience to God and His ways.

God’s covenant with Abram was a covenant of grace. God 
Himself will provide. We are incapable, even on our best days, of 
earning His blessings. They are a gift from God. We don’t deserve 
them. He graciously lavishes them on us. We receive them by faith 
and obedience to God’s Word and promises. What a selfless and 
munificent heavenly Father we have!

We Are a Blessed People
Another significant feature of the suzerainty treaty was what 

was known as successional arrangements.7 These are arrangements 
and provisions set in place for the continuity of the covenant rela-
tionship over future generations. In other words, the terms that have 
been promised by the vassal (that is, God) to the suzerain (that is, 
Abram) are binding to the suzerain’s successors and heirs as well.

You are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God 
made with our fathers, saying to Abraham, “And in your seed all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  (Acts 3:25)

Here’s the implication: We are descendants of Abraham. We 
have become sons and daughters, heirs and successors to the cove-
nant that God established with Abraham. What has been promised 
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to him is promised to us, as well. The blessings and benefits are con-
tinuous. We are a blessed people! 

This dramatic act of covenant making prefigures the precious 
gift of God’s own Son. God’s covenant with Abraham took on new 
life in Christ, the Promised One in whom “all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” We have now become recipients of God’s blessings 
through the seed of Abraham, Jesus Christ. Isn’t it so like God to sac-
rifice so that His inheritance—His sons and daughters—might gain? 
Because of Jesus, we have been positioned to receive all things from 
the Father. Joy, peace, righteousness, hope, protection, deliverance, 
grace, favor, divine health, financial and material provision, and so 
much more have become our inheritance.

He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?   
 (Romans 8:32) 

Iain Duguid puts it beautifully: 

By what figure could God have demonstrated his commit-
ment more graphically to Abram? How could it have been 
displayed more vividly? The only way would have been for 
the figure to become a reality, for the ever living God to take 
on human nature and taste death in the place of the cove-
nant-breaking children of Abram. And that is precisely what 
God did in Jesus Christ. On the cross, the covenant curse fell 
completely on Jesus, so that the guilty ones who place their 
trust in him might experience the blessings of the covenant. 
Jesus bore the punishment for our sins, so that God might be 
our God and we might be his people.8 

I believe the apostle Paul understood this fully when he penned 
this confident promise in Philippians: “And this same God who takes 
care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which have 
been given to us in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19 nlt). 
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“Son, I Am Cutting a Covenant With You!”
At the beginning of the chapter, I recounted a decisive moment 

when I laid out my cards on the table before the Lord, desperately 
wanting to know if He would promise to take care of all my needs if 
I choose to serve Him the rest of my life. As He revealed to me the 
significance and the weight of His covenant with Abram, the Holy 
Spirit said to me, Son, it is a deal. Today, I’m cutting a covenant with 
you, just like I did with Abraham. I will walk past your request and needs 
as you laid them out before me just as I walked past Abram’s cut animals. 
Today you will know that I will always provide for all your needs. I am 
your Covenant-Keeper.

These reassuring words reverberated within the walls of my 
heart. God has kept His promise and continues to do so. He is for-
ever faithful! He’s that good!

Understand, therefore, that the Lord your God is indeed God. 
He is the faithful God who keeps his covenant for a thousand 
generations and lavishes his unfailing love on those who love him 
and obey his commands.  (Deuteronomy 7:9 nlt) 

Prayer of Faith
In this book, I would like to release a prayer of faith over you. 

As you pursue His will for your life and trust Him to supply all your 
needs, may you encounter El Shaddai, the All-Sufficient One, and 
experience His covenant provision. As a prophetic act, extend your 
arms, which is symbolic of two lines of cut animals. I want you to 
imagine placing all your needs into your hands. Now, ask the Lord to 
release His presence and walk in between your arms and your needs. 
Pray this with me:

Father, thank You that You are the covenant-keeping God. 
Just as You cut a covenant with Abram, I ask You today to 
cut a covenant with me. Lord, my desire is to do Your will. 
You will provide for those You love. I lay my needs before 
You; would You walk past them and release Your presence 
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and Your provision. From this day forth, I declare that I 
will never be in lack. Lord, I declare that heaven’s resources, 
including finances, be poured out over my life. Thank You, 
Father, that You shall supply all my needs according to Your 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Hallelujah! In Jesus’s name, I 
pray. Amen! 


