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INTRODUCTION

Understanding vision and how it works is one of the most important 
steps to living a truly fulfilling life. Too many of us are living below our 
God-given potential. We have gifts lying dormant, just waiting to be 
unleashed. We have untapped power that we have yet to access. Many 
of us feel as if life is passing us by as we do all we can just to survive. We 
often daydream of a better life, only to have it interrupted by the night-
mare of our everyday experience. 

If you’re tired of the unlived life and feel that you were put on earth 
for a greater purpose, then you have picked up the right book. I want to 
call to that inner voice that tells you more is possible. That greatness is 
within all of us, just waiting to be activated. I want to offer you a simple 
guide to a seemingly difficult subject of vision. 

Too many of us are living below our God-given 
potential. We have gifts lying dormant, just waiting to 
be unleashed. We have untapped power that we have 

yet to access. Many of us feel as if life is passing us by 
as we do all we can just to survive.
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I was always told throughout my life that I needed to get a vision or 
some variation of this concept. People would ask me questions about my 
life. What are your plans? Do you have goals? What’s your strategy? I 
didn’t have the answers because no one had ever instructed me on how 
to lay out a plan for my life. I was purposeless, and I didn’t know how 
to find my place. I can remember my senior year of high school—as 
the year came to an end, I became depressed. I was depressed because 
I knew that I had to find a life. How do you chart out your course as an 
eighteen-year-old (or, in my case, a nineteen-year-old, because I failed 
the eighth grade)? All I had was sports and a GPA just high enough to 
keep me eligible to stay on the football field or the wrestling mat. I didn’t 
have a plan for college because I didn’t work hard enough in school to 
qualify. I figured I would go to junior college, but I had no idea what to 
major in. As the depression sunk in, I felt even more powerless to con-
trol my future. 

I took a job to stay busy while I tried to figure it all out. I knew that I 
didn’t want to work in the steel mills that my family worked in, besides, 
all that work was leaving Birmingham, Alabama, as the Japanese became 
the main steel producers. I had seen people around me seemingly work 
themselves to death with nothing to show for it. I didn’t know what I 
wanted to do, but I knew I didn’t want to live a mundane life. I couldn’t 
see myself staying in the same town following the same old patterns as 
generations before me. I was not putting anyone down or the value of 
hard work, but I just felt like there was something more. There was a 
different way to live, a way that served a purpose. 

Once I got saved (which I’ll talk about in more detail later), I came 
in contact with the master of my destiny, and it was there that my life 
began to take shape. It’s interesting to note that even after my conversion 
experience, I still struggled to get my vision off the ground and doubted 
if it would ever happen. Proverbs 13:12 says, “Hope deferred makes the 
heart sick: but when the desire comes, it is a tree of life” (akjv). Life has a 
way of challenging your vision, pushing beyond your limits, and chal-
lenging you on all levels. It’s as if every vision has to go through the 
crucible of struggle to make sure you really want it. When something is 
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delayed, it can bring feelings of disappointment and can make you quite 
insecure when it comes to God’s ability to perform. I have found myself 
in a place of doubt because it seemed as if my life was going in the oppo-
site direction of vision. It’s important during these times to understand 
that it’s all a part of the process and if you don’t stop, you can’t lose. 
When you allow yourself to dream big, you will undoubtedly have your 
hope tested. You will experience the sick heart that comes with wanting 
something so bad only to have it drawn out sometimes for years. If you 
keep your focus on your desire, it will ultimately be a tree of life to you. 

I know what it’s like to step out in faith—to dream beyond my 
means and my abilities. I know what it’s like to feel as if it will never 
happen. I also know what it feels like to see a dream actually manifest 
in my life. That’s what this book is all about—taking what I’ve learned 
and experienced in my life as it relates to vision and sharing that with 
you. You have no excuse! Everything you need is within you, regardless 
of your perceived limitations. I want you to know that nothing can stop 
you but you. 

Everything you need is within you, regardless of  
your perceived limitations. I want you to know that 

nothing can stop you but you. 

I recently went to a business seminar, and one of the presenters was 
missing both his legs and had only one arm, which was damaged. He 
began his presentation by listing all the things he had accomplished, 
including scuba diving, wrestling, skateboarding, and obtaining a con-
tract as a fitness model with a major supplement company. His message 
was simple: He felt as if he was put here on earth to show able-bodied 
people that if he could reach his goals, they could too; nothing is impos-
sible for us. I have been blessed to experience incredible things in my 
life, but as I listened to him, I slowly realized that there is so much more 
I could accomplish if I set my mind to it and put action to my thoughts. 
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You’re limited only by what you think. You have to see yourself 
going beyond what you are currently doing with your life. I want to call 
you to a higher place. I want to summon within you that great power of 
purpose and ignite the vision God has for your life. There are no special 
people who magically live life on purpose. You have to set your mind 
and your actions on a target and follow that path all the way through to 
the end. I want to help you reach your ultimate goals and live a life of 
fulfillment.

I wrote this book because I want to put in your hands a powerful 
tool that will give you everything you need to find success in life—suc-
cess as God defines it for you. Third John 1:2 (akjv) says, “I wish above 
all things that you may prosper and be in health, even as your soul prospers.” 
God’s design for your life is to experience a prosperous, fanatically abun-
dant life. God wants to do more than just supply your needs. He wants 
to cause you to live in a place of more than enough, of overflow. He also 
wants you to be healthy. So many of us have lived on the roller coaster 
of sickness and healing and have never experienced God’s health-care 
plan. Will you have health challenges? Sure, all of us do. But you can 
overcome and live a healthy life. God put you on this planet to enjoy 
your life, and you can’t do that if you’re sick all the time. 

Last, He wants you to have balanced emotions and a sound mind. 
So many of us have been wounded and have suffered emotional pain 
because of our wounds. We’ve been let down by family members, 
friends, and relationships, and, oftentimes, we feel all alone. We come 
to our defining moments with emotional baggage that can hinder us 
from maximizing our time when the vision and manifestation collide. 

As we learn to construct our vision according to God’s plan for our 
lives, we will learn how to write a vision that covers every area of our 
lives. You’ll learn how to write a vision for your ideal weight and opti-
mal health. You’ll discover how to heal from the pain of your past and 
experience true freedom. Finally, you’ll set financial goals, whether that 
means being debt-free or financially independent and secure. The great 
thing about writing out your vision is that you are free to deal with any 
aspect of your life that you want to change.
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You can do more with the time you have left. Regardless of your age, 
you can follow your dreams. It doesn’t matter what has happened before. 
Maybe you’ve tried all of this before, and it didn’t work out for you. So, 
here you are, jaded and afraid to step out again. The question is, at what 
cost? Do you want to just exist, or coexist with God’s original design for 
your life? If you read this book with an open mind and an intention that 
you will break out and live the life of your dreams, then you can see the 
fulfillment of your highest aspirations and enjoy your life. 

Of course, there will be bumps along the way and lessons to be 
learned, but if you stick to your plan, you will see incredible results. I 
have learned more from my failures than I have ever learned from my 
successes. You may ask why this is. It’s simple—I’ve had more of them. 
That’s right, I’ve had so many failures, bumps, and bruises. I’ve missed 
the mark more than I’ve hit it. Yet each time I missed, I was able to reca-
librate and try again with greater accuracy the next time. 

I think one of the major lessons of vision is to continue to show up. 
I remember the words of my platoon sergeant, who was also one of my 
greatest mentors. He said that when you show up, you’ve done more 
than most people are willing to do. These words never rang truer than 
when I went before the promotion board. My first-line supervisor had 
been demoted, my mentor had been temporarily taken off his post, and 
I had preached the night before and had lost my voice. So here I was, 
with no voice and no one to go to the board with me, which is a require-
ment when you go before the board. So, what did I do? I showed up. 
When I showed up to the promotion board with a voice that was barely 
louder a whisper and no representation, it was as if the board knew what 
I was up against. They were so impressed that instead of drilling me 
with questions, they asked me only one. I remember it so clearly: 

“Perry, where are you from?”

I said, “Alabama.” 

They all gave me a special coin that high-ranking leaders carry to 
acknowledge a job well done, and I passed the board on one question. 
That’s the power of showing up! If you keep showing up, you’ll see your 
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relationships turn for the better. If you keep showing up, you’ll find your 
health improving. If you keep showing up, your persistence will attract 
everything that God had planned for you to have before you ever came 
into this world.

If you keep showing up, your persistence will attract 
everything that God had planned for you to have before 
you ever came into this world.

The title of this book came to me while I was already writing. The 
word envision just seemed to embody the essence of what this work was 
all about. According to dictionary.com, envision means “to picture men-
tally, especially some future event or events: to envision a bright future.”1 
This is exactly what I’m asking of you as you apply the principles of this 
book. There is no secret, no magical potion—just time-tested biblical 
principles that work if you use them. 

I immediately related this word to one of my favorite Scriptures in 
the Bible. Psalm 133:1 says, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity!” (asv). In Christian circles, this verse 
has always been used during unity-style services. It’s often used when 
multiple churches get together to worship as one large group. I believe, 
however, that this diminishes the original intent of this verse. Most 
theologians agree that David wrote this psalm before he became the 
unified king of Israel; he was thinking about the time when he would 
rule over a unified kingdom when he wrote it. So, imagine, if you will, 
David. He’s been running from King Saul, who’s not about to release 
the throne with ease. David found himself surrounded by people who 
were in trouble with the law, in debt, and, basically, vagabonds. David 
practices his leadership skills on this group of undesirables and proves 
himself with them. Perhaps David’s greatest feat wasn’t becoming the 
king but being able to take a group of thieves and turn them into an 
army. 

1. “envision,” Dictionary.com, http://www.dictionary.com/browse/envision?s=t.
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David understood the concept of reaching the lost, which was the 
backdrop of Psalm 133. Here was David, standing with this group, and 
he spoke what he saw. He said, in essence, how good it was going to look 
when God brought everything together. The word “behold” is another 
word for vision. Vision is translated from Hebrew word chazon. This 
word means a mental sight, dream, or revelation. So just like David, we 
have the power to get a divine revelation of our future, allow it to become 
a mental picture, and speak it as if we already have it. It doesn’t matter 
what you start with, just that you get started. If you give it enough time 
and attention, it will work in your favor, but you must first envision what 
you want.

As you turn the pages of this book, I will unlock for you the truths 
of vision from a biblical and practical standpoint, and guide you on a 
simple path to finding God’s ultimate vision for your life. You will have 
at your disposal tested truths about vision. If you write your vision, speak 
your vision, and plan for the success of your vision, you will see amazing 
things happen. I invite you to take off the restraints and allow yourself 
to see something greater than what is in your life right now. Follow the 
pattern I lay out before you and prepare yourself for an amazing shift 
in your life. I hope you’re ready to experience God’s best for your life by 
following these biblical principles, which are guaranteed to yield posi-
tive results in your life.
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ONE

IT WORKED FOR ME

I will never forget that cold day in Alabama. I was lying on my mother-
in-law’s floor with tears streaming down my face. I was broke, homeless, 
and about to lose everything I owned. I thought to myself, How in the 
world did I get here? And, even more importantly, How am I going to get 
out of this predicament? 

A month prior to this time, I had been living in northern California. 
I had moved there in hopes of starting a successful ministry in evan-
gelism as I worked with a local church. But I had not been able to get 
things moving in the right direction. My wife was pregnant with our first 
child, and we found ourselves in a very difficult situation. We were on 
government assistance—the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program 
for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), as well as food stamps. It 
was a very trying time for us. When we could no longer make payments 
on our apartment, and we were forced to move. We put all our house-
hold goods in storage in hopes of shipping them to us when we found a 
new place to live. We traveled back to our home town of Birmingham, 
Alabama, and moved in with my mother-in-law, trying to pick up the 
pieces. 

When we moved back, we both tried to get jobs and had a very dif-
ficult time. My wife had to strap her stomach down because she was 
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showing and trying to get hired, and I was looking for work as well. Of 
course, if we didn’t do something, one of our cars would be towed when 
our parking permit at the apartment expired, and all our stuff would be 
auctioned off if we didn’t have it shipped.

So here I was, laying on the floor in one of the two suits I had 
brought with me from California, wearing a leather jacket that didn’t 
fit, and wondering what my next move would be. 

On that day, I asked God a very pointed question: “Lord, I know 
nothing is wrong with You, so what’s wrong with me?” 

The answer came back so clearly: “You lost your dream.” 

I knew at that exact moment what that meant. When I was nine-
teen years old, I had attended a large meeting in Memphis, Tennessee, 
at the Church of God in Christ. Sitting in the nosebleed section of 
the Memphis Cook Convention Center, I’d received a clear vision. I’d 
known that, one day, I would stand on that stage and preach. 

Lying on that floor, I began to feel an overwhelming excitement that 
this could still happen. Even though I was thirty-three years old, I real-
ized that the dream could still come to pass. I also thought about all the 
things that could happen, and I decided to take the limits off of what 
I thought was possible. I made a conscious choice that I was going to 
allow myself to dream and to dream big. 

After working through the principles of vision for a few months, 
I decided that I needed to do what Habakkuk 2:2 instructs: “Write 
the vision, and make it plain” (asv). I bought a notebook and began to 
think about and write down how my life could look in a multitude 
of areas. I was homeless, but I started dreaming about a big house. 
I was broke, but I envisioned what wealth would look like for me. I 
figured that nothing was wrong with dreaming, and dream I did. I 
wrote down what I wanted to happen in my future in all areas of my 
life. Let’s take a look at what happened in two of the areas I wrote 
about.
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Envisioning a Home

One of the things I wrote in my vision was that I would have a mil-
lion-dollar house “over the mountain.” To people who live in Birmingham, 
“over the mountain” is a colloquialism for one of the wealthier sides of 
town. I remember thinking that it probably wouldn’t happen, but what 
could it hurt to envision? I described in great detail what my house 
would look like. I wanted a multilevel home, a Jacuzzi in the bedroom, 
a pool, multiple car garages, and a view. (Anyone who knows me knows 
that I’m all about a great view! The first thing I do when I enter a hotel 
is pull open the curtains and look at the view.) 

Something strange happened as I wrote this vision out—I started 
to feel like I was on to something. I felt like maybe this could actu-
ally work, which was followed directly by a rush of doubt about its pos-
sibility. (It always amazes me how we have to wrestle with our deep-
seated fears whenever we start to dream.) Nevertheless, I continued to 
write. I took this detailed description and turned it into a goal. I wrote, 
“Million-dollar home over the mountain.” It was short and simple but 
easy to wrap my mind around. I knew I had the details written out in 
my description, but I needed something to work with. 

The next thing I did was write a confession for my goal. I wrote on 
a separate page, “I am now succeeding at having a million-dollar home 
over the mountain.” Faith is always spoken in the now, but it also needs 
something true. So, I may not have actually had it then, but by faith I 
did. The word succeeding gives the impression that you’re working on 
something, which is important in the vision process. That’s why the 
Bible says in James 2:7 that faith without works (action) is dead. After I 
wrote out my confession, which I immediately began to speak through-
out the day, I knew I needed a plan. I wrote down my plan for accom-
plishing my goal on a new sheet of paper. It’s so important to know that, 
without a plan, there is no true action. Your plan sets a collision course 
between you and your goals. 
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It’s so important to know that, without a plan, there 
is no true action. Your plan sets a collision course 
between you and your goals.

Once I did all this, I continued to speak this every day, completely 
oblivious to what was about to happen. About two weeks after writing 
out my vision, I was in a church service in Birmingham at a conven-
tion they were hosting. I remember so vividly the preacher asking for a 
special offering after he preached. His requested amount was five hun-
dred dollars, and I remember thinking he was crazy. He even made the 
bold statement that there were twenty-one people who could give that 
amount. I said to myself that there was no way I was giving that offer-
ing. I will never forget this as long as I live, because I clearly heard the 
voice of the Lord. He said to me, “Yes you are.” I thought to myself that 
I didn’t even have the money. I was going to have it, because I was going 
to be paid that amount that Friday for a job I had recently gotten. With 
much reluctance, I stood up with a pledge to give it when I got paid, a 
pledge I upheld. Once I stood up with this seed, the preacher looked at 
me and said, “You’re going to move into your dream house this year.” 
I thought to myself how amazing it was that I had just written out a 
vision for my house and that this man was calling out exactly what I had 
written down. 

My doubts began to lessen, but I was still so far away from this 
coming to pass. I was struggling financially, I was about to lose all I 
owned, I was wondering where my next meal would come from, and I 
had just given away my check for that week—not to mention my credit 
was terrible. Yet that vision started talking to me. Habakkuk backs this 
up because the aforementioned Scripture, which says, “I will…look forth 
to see what he will speak with me” (Habakkuk 2:1). The vision was getting 
louder in my spirit, and I started to wonder how this would all come 
together. 

The next day, my wife called me and said that she had been search-
ing for houses that we could afford (which wasn’t much) and that she 
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found a man with several houses in our price range that we could possi-
bly rent. She also told me that he had this one amazing home listed with 
the others, but I blew her off and focused on the houses that cost seven 
hundred dollars per month. She gave me his number and asked me to 
call him. 

When I did, he and I had a wonderful conversation. I found out 
that he was a preacher from California. We talked at length about the 
Bible, and he asked me to lunch. While at lunch, he asked if I would 
like to see his houses. We drove around and looked at several of his 
homes. Afterward, he asked me where my wife was. He took me to pick 
her up, and we drove up on a mountain over the mountain! We pulled 
into a 7,500-square-foot home with everything I had listed in my vision, 
including a view! As we walked through the house, he talked about how 
we could put certain items in the house and asked my wife what she 
thought. What happened next still amazes me after all these years.

A few hours after we left, he called us. His instructions were simple: 
“Come to my house. I have something to tell you”. 

My wife and I immediately stopped what we were doing and went 
directly to his house. He brought us into his office and sat us in front of 
him and asked me a simple question. These were his exact words: “Yes 
or no—do you want this house?” 

With a vision I had written out two weeks prior, a seed I had put 
in the ground, and a word that I would move into my dream home, you 
would think that I would answer with a definitive yes, but I didn’t. I 
asked what it would cost me for the down payment plus the monthly 
rent, which both were extremely expensive. I obviously missed the 
moment, and I’m sure my wife wanted to kick me under the table. 

He retorted, “I didn’t ask you that! Yes or no—do you want this 
house?”

I finally answered in the affirmative. 

He slid a modified contract across the table and told us to have the 
power turned on in our name. We moved into a million-dollar house 
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with no money and no credit. What I had written down, “Million-dollar 
house over the mountain,” came to pass before my very eyes!

I remember when we moved in, we looked around and tried to figure 
out how we could furnish such a big house. I looked at my wife and told 
her to do what we had done to get the house—I told her to speak what 
she wanted to each room. A couple of days later, the man came to our 
door and looked around. He told my wife and me to follow him. We 
went to the furniture store, and he furnished the house for us. Psalm 
112:3 says, “Wealth and riches shall be in his house.” So God not only gave 
us the house but He also filled it with furniture! I don’t tell this story to 
brag or out of a spirit of hubris; in fact, I am always humbled by God’s 
tremendous power to work through a vision when I share it with others. 

What’s the factor that determines what happens in 
each individual’s life? It’s simple. You have to be willing 
to get a God-inspired vision for your life and follow 
through on what you write down on paper.

I remember cleaning out and filling up the pool when we moved in. I 
always wanted a pool, and the first time I went for a swim, tears streamed 
down my face because I was seeing God do something so supernatural 
in my life. The thing to remember is that Romans 2:11 tells us that God 
is “no respecter of persons.” God doesn’t regard one person above another. 
So, what’s the factor that determines what happens in each individual’s 
life? It’s simple. You have to be willing to get a God-inspired vision for 
your life and follow through on what you write down on paper. That’s 
the difference! You have dreamers that who stick with their vision no 
matter what happens and those who will encounter the inevitable twists 
and turns of a vision and give up before the manifestation. I want to 
show you how to write your vision, speak your vision, plan for the suc-
cess of your vision, and allow God to bring it all to pass in your life.
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Envisioning My Ministry

The next part of my vision that I saw manifest involved my min-
istry. Do you remember the first thing God had spoken to me while I 
was lying on my mother-in-law’s floor? I was immediately reminded of 
the original dream God had given me. I was taken back to that seat in 
the highest bleacher of the Memphis Cook Convention Center. Among 
thousands of people and at the age of nineteen, I’d known that I would 
someday preach on that stage. 

The same vision I’d written out for the house, I’d written out for this 
defining moment in my life. I’d written out in great detail how it would 
all happen, and it all happened that way. This one took about a year to 
come to pass, but it was another incredible unfolding of God’s power 
working through the vision He had given to me. I knew there had to be 
a path to this monumental vision, so I asked God to give me a plan. I 
had met the leader of the Church of God in Christ while I was stationed 
in California while I was in the army, but I didn’t have an established 
relationship with him. I also thought of the marketing director of the 
church, who is now one of its top leaders, and knew that if I could meet 
him and somehow let him hear me speak, he would give me a chance 
as well. So I wrote in my plan that I would become reacquainted with 
Bishop Blake and meet Bishop Brandon Porter. 

I had begun working for the church in Birmingham I originally 
came out of, and my pastor was a bishop as well. I was put in charge of 
bringing in speakers for our conference. During one of our conferences, 
I was asked to bring in Bishop Porter. When I first met him, we had a 
very good conversation about ministry, and he seemed interested in my 
preaching. A few months later, I was in Memphis, where he pastors, and 
he gave me an opportunity to speak. After hearing me speak, I remem-
ber him saying, “Where have you been? Why hasn’t anyone given you 
an opportunity?” 

The next speaker we brought in was the leader of the pastor’s coun-
sel. I was assigned to pick him up from the airport. He was on the phone 
the entire time from the time he got off the plane to the car. I overheard 
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him say that he was in Birmingham, and the person on the other end 
mentioned my name. I know this because he said to me, “Are you Shane 
Perry?” 

I replied yes. 

Then he said, “Here, Brandon Porter wants to talk to you.” 

So the entire time he was on the phone, he was talking to the person 
I had written about in my vision and had just preached for! Of course, 
Bishop Porter told him about my ministry, and before the summer was 
over, I was speaking in front of all the pastors in the church. 

The last speaker we brought in for the year was Bishop Blake him-
self. I will never forget the instruction I was given when I was leaving to 
escort him to the airport the following morning. The Holy Spirit spoke 
to me and told me to get a DVD of the last time I spoke at Evangel 
Church of God in Christ in North Carolina with the late Bishop 
Otis Lockett. (You can’t go wrong with Lockett in your pocket!) The 
DVD didn’t have a label on it, and the only case I had was light pink. 
Nevertheless, I grabbed it and put it in my jacket pocket. 

When I got into the vehicle with the bishop, he looked up at me and 
said, “You know I’ve heard that you are a good preacher. Will you send 
a DVD to my office?” 

I said to him, “You know, bishop, I just so happen to have one with 
me right now.” I reached into my pocket and put that DVD right in the 
man’s hand. 

A couple of months after this exchange, I received an email from 
the national church asking me to be a speaker in the upcoming convo-
cation. The amazing thing was that this was the last year it was held 
in Memphis. The very next year, it was moved to St. Louis, which 
shows God’s perfect timing. His word to me was that I would stand on 
stage at the Memphis Cook Convention Center, and that November, 
that’s exactly what happened. Through the power of God’s vision for 
my life, I watched the events play out perfectly, and my dream hap-
pened! Amazingly, I was also given the opportunity to speak in the 
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first convocation held in St. Louis the next year. Since that time, I have 
preached in some of the largest conferences and churches in the country 
and abroad. It all began with the boldness to write down what I knew 
God wanted to do in my life. 

As you turn the pages of this book, I want to help you unlock your 
deepest desires—the things that God has placed in your very soul. I 
want to you to free yourself to dream the grandest dream you can imag-
ine, and give you the tools to see it come to fruition. No one is more 
favored or special than another person. You can achieve your dreams 
and live the vision God has for your life.




