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The Culture of Heaven

“While many people are talking about God’s will being done on 
earth as it is in heaven, few people actually have given us a ‘how-to’ 
road map. Pastor Troy has done us all a favor in helping us fulfill 
our role as believers. The Culture of Heaven is extremely well-writ-
ten and will change your life.”

—Cindy Jacobs 
Cofounder, Generals International

“Jesus reproved Nicodemus, who came to him by night undercover 
for fear of the religious elite he was a part of, and was instructed by 
the Savior about the move of the Spirit and the purposes of God 
in Christ. Jesus told him, ‘The wind blows where it wills, and you 
hear the sound of it, but you don’t know where it comes from or 
where it is going.’ (See John 3:8.) Nicodemus didn’t know what he 
was supposed to know because he was figuratively ‘in the dark.’ 
Too many believers remain ‘in the dark’ about the activities and 
movement of the Spirit. My dear friend Troy Goode sheds needful 
light on the culture of heaven in these days of a fresh outpouring of 
the wind and breath of God upon the nations.”

—Dr. Mark Chironna 
Pastor, Church on the Living Edge 

Founder, Mark Chironna Ministries

 
“Wow! This is more than a book, it’s a celestial travel guide! Troy 
Goode has given us an antidote to ‘end time’ anxiety. If we all prac-
ticed what Troy teaches we would see a viral move of God plant-
ing lush gardens of heaven in the midst of a scorched earth. Once 
people taste The Culture of Heaven, they will never be happy with a 
counterfeit. I encourage you to read it!”

 —Lance Wallnau 
Lance Learning Group



“This is not a book on theory. It goes way beyond that and clearly 
demonstrates how biblical principles can come to life in a real 
church in a real city. Troy Goode does a remarkable job of showing 
how heaven’s culture can materialize here on earth. You will love 
this book! It is a message we all need today.”

—The late C. Peter Wagner 
Former Chancellor Emeritus, Wagner Leadership Institute

 
“For more than three decades, my own church has been on a pas-
sionate pursuit of God’s presence. This pursuit has preconditioned 
us to recognize others who share in that same quest. The Culture 
of Heaven is a chronicle of one who has had the privilege of partic-
ipating in that journey.”

—Bishop Joseph L. Garlington Sr. 
Senior Pastor, Covenant Church of Pittsburgh 

Presiding Bishop, Reconciliation! Ministries International

“I’m in pursuit of the presence of God these days like never before. 
So I praise God for this book, written from the heart of a fellow 
pursuer. If you have a sincere desire to experience God in a fresh 
way, you’ll be inspired, enlightened, and challenged by The Culture 
of Heaven.”

—Paul Sheppard 
Host, Destined for Victory radio program
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FOREWORD

In our world, culture invades every aspect of life. We are vul-
nerable to its many facets, all of them shaping and molding our 
belief systems. Culture dictates and governs how the world, and 
everyone in it, will operate.

Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary supplies the following definition 
for culture: “the customary beliefs, social forms, and material traits 
of a racial, religious, or social group;…the characteristic features 
of everyday existence (such as diversions or a way of life) shared by 
people in a place or time; the set of shared attitudes, values, goals, 
and practices that characterizes an institution or organization.” 
As believers in Christ, we need to be governing the earth with the 
kingdom of heaven in mind more than the dictates of the society 
in which we live.

Jesus instructs us, “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father 
in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:9–10). So, how do we 
get His kingdom and His will from heaven to earth?

My spiritual son Troy Goode and I have many things in 
common, but the one thing that stands out the most to me is our 
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unwavering commitment to pursuing the presence of God and 
maintaining an open heaven for the Holy Spirit to move freely. 
Such an atmosphere is where things that seem impossible or 
unlikely will happen—where you will be able to impact your sur-
roundings and influence your culture. 

Troy has done an outstanding job in writing Culture of Heaven: 
Finding and Keeping the Manifest Presence of God. This book is 
laden with powerful truths and thought-provoking stories that 
will move you from a position of “status quo” to a deep hunger for 
God’s presence. Troy is open, honest, and humble as he willingly 
shares his personal experiences and testimonies to give you hope, 
belief, and faith that you, too, can have deeper fellowship with 
God. Out of this place of intimacy with the Father flow His love 
and character. You become more like Him, and His very nature 
begins to exude from you.

Some people think that experiencing the supernatural things 
of heaven and bringing them down to earth require a special call-
ing, a seminary degree, or a generational inheritance from your 
family line operating in the supernatural. But the reality is that 
our loving heavenly Father hungers to be with you and to pour 
out His goodness in your life. Troy gives practical tools that will 
help you engage with heaven. The examples included in this book 
will help you see differently, with a fresh perspective that will even 
equip you to apply your own experiences to furthering your rela-
tionship with God.

There are many powerful statements and facts in this book 
that will cause you to reassess your level of intimacy with the 
Father, reevaluate your belief system, and open your understand-
ing of God’s original blueprint for the earth. Troy has penned 
some amazing statements that will compel you to stop and reread 
that which caught your spirit. Here is one that had that effect on 
me: “In heaven, the culture is right-side up, and God’s Word is 
the Rosetta Stone that unlocks the mysteries of life there. It’s our 
world, as we’ve come to know it, that’s upside down.”
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Troy has hungered for and sought the manifest presence of 
God with great passion and intentionality. He has laid down his 
life to be more like Jesus and has taken on a lifestyle of intimate 
communion with the Father. He has cultivated a relationship with 
the Holy Spirit. But all of this has not come without a price. Troy 
had endured much tribulation, which no one likes to go through, 
but his hunger to flow in the anointing has pressed him into God. 
And now the Lord God has entrusted him to write this book filled 
with heavenly revelation and insight gained from his journey with 
his “Abba, Father.”  

In the pages of this book, you will understand how to get 
God’s kingdom and God’s will from heaven to earth. Prepare to 
have your life impacted in such a way that your relationship with 
Jesus will go intimately deeper, His manifest presence will be evi-
dent in your life, and heaven will be released through you to influ-
ence the culture around you! 

—Dr. Ché Ahn 
Apostle, Harvest Apostolic Center 

Founding Pastor, HRock Church, Pasadena, CA 
President, Harvest International Ministry
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INTRODUCTION

A revelation received creates an atmosphere; an atmosphere 
sustained creates a climate; a climate sustained becomes a strong-
hold; a stronghold sustained creates a culture; and a culture influ-
ences the world. 

Most people don’t recognize this pattern, which is highlighted 
by celebrated author Malcolm Gladwell in his classic book The 
Tipping Point, and yet they are impacted by it regularly. Gladwell’s 
premise is that ideas can develop into large-scale movements when 
even a small number of people become “infected” by the original 
concept. With that type of momentum, something that begins as 
a mere idea embraced by a few passionate people can go viral and 
infect an entire culture, creating an epidemic!

Let’s consider an example. In the United States, the homo-
sexual community makes up approximately 3 percent of the 
population. Yet a Gallup poll conducted in 2011 indicated that 
most Americans, at the time, believed the homosexual commu-
nity to compose closer to 25 percent of the nation’s population. 
Regardless of your position on homosexuality, you cannot deny 
the way in which a relatively small number of people have managed 
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to change the perspective of an entire nation. The influence of the 
homosexual community has caused an entire culture to imagine 
that homosexual people are more numerous than they really are. 

Hip-hop music is another example. The style was born in the 
deprived Bronx section of New York City, where a few kids with 
no access to instruments started making music. Today, hip-hop 
has become a global phenomenon. 

What enabled these minority groups to develop such momen-
tum and pulling power? In a word, “culture.” The members of 
these micro-movements consciously or unconsciously found a way 
to sustain their idea until other people became carriers of the same 
message. Sooner or later, those messages hit a critical mass and 
started to develop their own look, values, style, vernacular, and 
feeling. And all those elements ultimately combined to create a 
culture. 

Cultures are powerful because they define normative behavior 
for a specific people group, city, state, region, or nation. Culture 
tells people what to think. It also makes people believe that what 
they are saying and doing is legitimate and positive, because they 
are made to feel that everyone else around them is thinking, believ-
ing, saying, and doing the same things. 

In the realm of the Christian church, there are distinct cul-
tures, usually defined along denominational lines. If you’re a 
Baptist, there’s a “Baptist way” of doing things. The same goes if 
you’re a Methodist. Catholics even have their own vernacular and 
vocabulary—terms such as “sacrament,” “Holy See,” and “basil-
ica”—that few people outside the Catholic Church would ever use. 
Within Catholicism, however, these words are integral parts of the 
culture.

This book is all about cultural norms. But it isn’t talking about 
the norms of a national culture, a business culture, or even an artis-
tic or religious culture. This book is about the culture of heaven. In 
the model prayer Jesus gave to us in the Gospels, He directed us 
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to pray that what is experienced in heaven should be experienced 
on earth. So, what’s it like in heaven? What are the cultural norms 
of heaven? What language, style, and feeling does heaven embody? 

In the model prayer Jesus gave to us in the Gospels,  

He directed us to pray that what is experienced in heaven 

should be experienced on earth.

The heart of Father God is for His people to be influenced 
daily by the same culture that He has created and now inhabits. 
Moreover, He wants His people to be brokers of that same cul-
ture. We are to grow so accustomed to the heavenly culture that 
we start to affect and infect everything and everyone around us 
with the look, values, style, vernacular, and feeling of heaven. In 
the process, we transform our homes, neighborhoods, cities, and 
nation by spreading the culture of heaven until it has gone viral, 
spreading into all the cultures of earth. 

In the garden of Eden, the first man and woman, Adam and 
Eve, received a mandate from God to be fruitful, multiply, replen-
ish, and subdue the earth. (See Genesis 1:28 kjv.) Why “replen-
ish” and “subdue”? The dictionary defines replenish as “to make 
full or complete again, as by supplying what is lacking, used up, 
etc.,”1 and subdue as “to overpower by superior force; overcome.”2 
Why did God want Adam and Eve, our first parents, to do those 
things? My belief is that God wanted them to be responsible for 
continually spreading the culture of the garden of Eden into the 
undiscovered, unconquered parts of the world that had yet to 
experience the intimacy and fellowship with God that Adam and 

1. replenish. Dictionary.com. Dictionary.com Unabridged. Random House, 
Inc. http://www.dictionary.com/browse/replenish (accessed: October 9, 2017).
2. subdue. Dictionary.com. Dictionary.com Unabridged. Random House, 
Inc. http://www.dictionary.com/browse/subdue (accessed: October 9, 2017).
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Eve had been enjoying. The Father knew that every subsequent 
generation would have to be given a context for the initial garden-
of-Eden experience, and Adam’s job was to make sure this hap-
pened. He was to replenish the areas that had somehow lost Eden’s 
culture, and he was to subdue the areas that had never experienced 
it before. 

It is my conviction that God hasn’t changed His mind about 
this task. The last Adam, Jesus Christ (see 1 Corinthians 15:45), 
has come and has tasked us with the same responsibility that was 
initially given to Adam and Eve. We are called to reflect the reality 
of heaven in our lives. Beyond that, we are called to spread the 
culture of heaven everywhere we go, causing a heavenly epidemic.

We are called to reflect the reality of heaven in our 

lives. Beyond that, we are called to spread the culture 

of heaven everywhere we go, causing a heavenly epidemic. 

Early in ministry, I adopted an attitude that it was important 
to invest in the next generation. Even though I have just two nat-
ural children, it often felt as if I had ten children. I used to get so 
frustrated with all the kids always hanging out at our house. They 
ate all our food, broke all our furniture, stayed up all night, and 
never seemed to leave. It bothered me until I realized they hung 
around because they were attracted to the culture of our home. 
Most of these kids came from single-parent homes; they had never 
seen a family of people genuinely loving one another and working 
together. Many of them had grown up in homes where violence 
and/or substance abuse was the norm. Yet I watched their lives 
change as a result of their being exposed to the culture of heaven 
in my home. Those kids taught me a valuable lesson: When a cul-
ture has been established, people adapt to the norms within that 
culture. 
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The culture of heaven goes way beyond denomination…. 

It makes it possible for every hungry heart to abide in 

a continual experience with a living and loving Father, 

regardless of theological backgrounds or arguments.

This book is my small attempt to define some of the norms 
within the culture of heaven so that you might establish and then 
fortify them in your own lives. My prayer is that this book will 
awaken some of you to aspects of heaven’s culture that have been 
unfamiliar to you. I hope to encourage others among you to press 
more deeply into parts of heaven’s culture—parts that you may be 
experiencing in a superficial way at the moment. The culture of 
heaven goes way beyond denomination. It does what denomina-
tions can’t do: It makes it possible for every hungry heart to abide 
in a continual experience with a living and loving Father, regard-
less of theological backgrounds or arguments. 

I’ve heard it said, “A man with an experience is never at the 
mercy of a man with an argument, and a man with an argument is 
one experience away from having to change.” Creating and releas-
ing the culture of heaven places people on a collision course with 
the loving touch of God—a touch that changes lives forever.

God’s Word says that we can experience heaven while on 
earth, and that the knowledge of His glory will cover the earth just 
as the waters cover the seas. (See Habakkuk 2:14.) When we allow 
the ideas, revelations, and ways of heaven to gain momentum in 
our lives, then earth’s cultures are transformed by heaven’s culture. 
When that happens, the promise given to the prophet Habakkuk 
will truly be fulfilled, and God’s glory will be known in an experi-
ential way in every nation under the sun.
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1

MORE THAN  
YOU BARGAINED FOR

One thing I have learned in life is this: Hungry people see 
solutions where fattened people are blind. 

When I was an impoverished college student in Washington, 
D.C., in the late eighties, I seemed to be perpetually hungry. 
Howard University is situated right in the middle of the city, and 
you had to become streetwise to survive. One of my survival strate-
gies was to study in an all-you-can-eat restaurant. On certain days, 
a few friends and I would pack ourselves into a car and head to a 
place we’d found that provided a buffet. We’d pay the set price 
and then eat to our hearts’ content. The goal was to eat all day 
for one low price. Once we had gorged ourselves, we’d break out 
the books and start studying at the table. Now, most young men 
have a superhuman capacity for putting food away; we were no 
exception, and in just over an hour, we’d all be hungry again. The 
books would be put away, and we’d head right back to the buffet. 
While I remember the restaurant management’s not liking us too 
much, I also remember that no matter how much my friends and 
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I consumed, there was always more food than we could eat—even 
more than we could imagine eating.

What was true of my physical appetite, in time, became true 
of my spiritual hunger, as well. I began to cultivate the principle of 
“going for more”—that is, more of God’s presence rather than more 
T-bone steaks and Maryland crabs. In 2006, this hunger led me 
to engage in a forty-day fast—something I’d learned you do when 
you’re hungry for God, and something I had done five times prior. 
By then, I thought of myself as somewhat of an expert on the matter, 
but I later came to realize I didn’t know a thing about fasting. 

The truth is, I had learned the method but not the meaning 
of fasting. I had mastered the self-discipline of denying myself 
a plate, but I had failed to see what fasting was really all about. 
Up until then, I’d believed that the practice of fasting was meant 
to force God to do something for me. Thankfully, I began to see 
that fasting isn’t a tactic designed to change God or twist His arm. 
Fasting is supposed to change us. It sure changed me. Fasting gave 
me a different perspective and heightened my awareness of God. It 
caused me to reorder my priorities, to become less consumed with 
trivial things. 

During that time of consecration, I realized that fasting is 
about thanking God for what I already possess and hearing from 
Him about how to better steward my God-given possessions, not 
just asking Him for what I do not yet have. I saw that fasting is 
helpful as an expression of my hunger for anointings and break-
throughs I’ve yet to experience. At the same time, I knew I had to 
be careful not to believe that fasting would somehow “make” God 
give me something He was not ready to release. My heart needed 
to learn to be hungry and thankful at the same time. Often, people 
either fast in order to get something, only to end up disappointed 
by a lack of breakthrough, or they become so fixated on yesterday’s 
breakthroughs that they build personal altars around those old 
breakthroughs and stop hungering for more of God.
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Sooner or later, we have to understand that fasting is meant to 
be an outward sign of an inward longing, or an interior ache, for 
more of Him and Him alone.

We have to understand that fasting is meant to be an 

outward sign of an inward longing, or an interior ache, 

for more of Him and Him alone.

Fasting is a discipline that reflects our desire—the deepest 
desire of the human soul.

Take the Blue Pill
In the hit movie The Matrix, the wise leader Morpheus offers 

young Neo a choice: He can take either the red pill or the blue pill. 
Morpheus warns him that taking the blue pill will open his eyes 
and show him things as they truly are. The red pill will keep him in 
a dream world where he can remain in a sleepy oblivion.

Jesus is offering us the red pill or the blue pill. Religion is the 
red pill. By taking this pill, we deny ourselves true revelation and 
deprive ourselves of deep encounters with God as we settle for the 
dissatisfying routine of Christian tradition. The blue pill, on the 
other hand, produces an awakening. It leads us to open our hearts 
to the abundant, extraordinary life Jesus has promised us. It offers 
us a portal into the culture of heaven. 

Through the practice of fasting and prayer, we get to explore 
this transcendent dimension of reality in a more profound way. 
When my fasting is motivated by the sheer joy of personal fel-
lowship with God, that fellowship is only intensified, and I never 
end up disappointed because of what I did or didn’t get from God. 
Time spent in His presence never leaves us depleted; it can only 
satisfy us more. 
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If you don’t believe me, look at Jesus! After a long day of min-
istering to crowd after crowd of people, His disciples would go to 
sleep, while Jesus, on many occasions, would head to a quiet area to 
commune with His Father. Amazingly, the next morning, he never 
needed a nap; he never needed a day off. He was always energized 
and better equipped to do His Father’s business. 

Fellowship with God is the pinnacle and purpose of fast-
ing. Along the way, we certainly receive other blessings, but God 
Himself is the great reward. If the only thing that a forty-day fast 
achieves is a time of deeper fellowship with God, then that fast was 
worth every hunger pang.

The Subtle Voice of God 
On the surface, my own forty-day fast didn’t feel any different 

from the previous ones I had undertaken. However, this time, I 
received a revelation about my need for greater intimacy with the 
Father. When I concluded this particular fast, instead of experi-
encing the usual outcome, I saw God do something different. 

I wish I could say I had a mind-blowing encounter with God. 
But one thing I’ve discovered is that mind-blowing encounters are 
the exception, not the rule, in forty-day fasts. More often than not, 
the Lord speaks so subtly that if you’re not tuned in, His messages 
are easy to miss. 

More often than not, the Lord speaks so subtly that if 

you’re not tuned in, His messages are easy to miss.

When the prophet Elijah was on Mount Horeb, hiding from 
Queen Jezebel and her threats, the Lord spoke to him about his 
next assignment. His voice wasn’t heard in the strong wind, the 
earthquake, or the fire; rather, it came on a gentle breeze. (See 
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1 Kings 19:1–18.) Elijah had to be tuned in enough to discern the 
difference, because, in times past, such natural elements as wind, 
earthquake, and fire had all signified God’s presence. But not this 
time. This time, God communicated in a much subtler way. 

It’s often the subtle moves of God that are the most powerful. 
Maybe it’s your perspective that’s changed, or your desires that are 
taken to another level. It may seem insignificant, but these hard-
to-detect changes probably mean loads more than you think. 

In 2006, that’s just what happened to me. 

I had just graduated from seminary and was thinking about 
my life and what I would do next. At that time, everything pointed 
to my staying and serving in my home church. But then, a shift 
took place in me. I loved what we were doing at the church, but I 
suddenly became hungry to see more. I noticed that my prayers 
were changing. My preaching was changing. My overall outlook 
on ministry was changing. I found myself getting frustrated about 
what wasn’t happening, even though what was happening was 
wonderful. In retrospect, I now realize that God had ignited a 
flame within me that set me longing for more of Him. Within two 
years, I left my home church and charted a course to do ministry 
differently, as an expression of what was burning in my heart.

Staying Hungry When You’re Full
I helped plant a church in Providence, Rhode Island, and I viv-

idly remember that first year. Every day was like a new experience 
in God. It felt as if He was showing us new dimensions of His ways, 
moment by moment. We couldn’t get enough of it. We were so des-
perate. At the time, we were intensely hungry for what we’d heard 
had happened in the revivals taking place in Toronto, Pasadena, 
Redding, and elsewhere. We wanted our ministry to look and feel 
like those churches, but we had no clue how to achieve that. So 
much of our hunger stemmed from our simply wanting answers 
to questions. In addition, a lot of our desperation had to do with 
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the fact that we had no financial support. We were totally depen-
dent on God for our provision. Our hunger for revival, need for 
finances, and excitement of starting a new ministry all combined 
to create a group of people who were hungry for God’s presence. 

After the first year, that church grew to a point where it could 
handle paying me a full-time salary. By the end of the second year 
and the beginning of the third, we were in negotiations for a new 
building. Walking into that building was a miracle in itself; going 
through the construction experience kept us desperate for God. 

The period from 2006 to 2010 was marked by amazing pas-
sion and hunger, but as we entered 2011, I began to notice a shift 
taking place. Things had settled into a good pace for us. The 
church was growing, and our meetings always had evidence of the 
manifest presence of God. Enough miracles were happening to 
lead me to feel good about what we were doing. Our other minis-
tries were doing well, too. However, our sense of desperation had 
waned. 

I now had to deal with a more serious challenge than our 
financial situation or the strength of our burgeoning church. I had 
to figure out how to stay desperate when everything was going 
well. Up to this point, crises had motivated us to long for God. 
We cried out night and day for His presence when we didn’t know 
where our next check was coming from or if people would show up 
on Sunday. God graciously responded to those pleas, but now we 
were faced with a greater crisis—the crisis of finding motivation in 
the midst of comfort. 

Keeping Your Momentum
I’ve long been a student of Israel’s history, and I’ve always been 

the guy who yelled at the Israelites when they experienced periods 
of great prosperity and peace, and forgot God in the process. The 
cycle seemed to be endless. Israel would encounter a major crisis 
and cry out to God for mercy. He would deliver them; they would 
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prosper and forget God until the next crisis came along. Then they 
would cry out to God, and He would deliver them out of slavery 
and poverty to freedom and prosperity, all over again. The tragedy 
of this cycle, for Israel, is that it cost them progress. Several gen-
erations never traveled any farther than their forefathers; in some 
cases, a generation even regressed, ending up in a worse position 
than the previous generation. This cycle repeats itself again and 
again in the Old Testament. 

When I found myself facing the same predicament, I stopped 
yelling in frustration at the Israelites. God had responded to our 
cries of desperation. He had established and prospered us. And I 
had forgotten God. 

Two of my favorite Scripture passages are found in the book 
of Psalms and in 2 Corinthians. In effect, they both say the same 
thing:

How blessed is the man whose strength is in You, in whose 
heart are the highways to Zion! Passing through the valley of 
Baca they make it a spring; the early rain also covers it with 
blessings. They go from strength to strength, every one of them 
appears before God in Zion.  (Psalm 84:5–7)

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 
from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.   
 (2 Corinthians 3:18)

In the verse from 2 Corinthians, I believe the apostle Paul was 
restating what the psalmist, in Psalm 84, described as a chief char-
acteristic of the abundant spiritual life. We get better, stronger, 
and faster with each passing day. It was never the intention of God 
for His people to go backward and resign themselves to mediocre 
lives devoid of passion and purpose. 
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It was never the intention of God for His people to go 

backward and resign themselves to mediocre lives 

devoid of passion and purpose.

After the death of Moses, his successor, Joshua, led the 
Israelites through a period of incredible expansion. They con-
quered every enemy nation standing in the way of their occupation 
of God’s Promised Land. After forty years of warfare, expansion, 
and occupation, Caleb made this amazing statement to Joshua on 
Caleb’s eighty-fifth birthday:

I am still as strong today as I was in the day Moses sent me; as 
my strength was then, so my strength is now, for war and for 
going out and coming in. Now then, give me this hill country 
about which the Lord spoke on that day….   
 (Joshua 14:11–12)

Caleb fought in wars for years but never arrived at a place of 
resignation. His declaration was that he was still ready to fight, 
for he was just as strong as when he’d first begun fighting. 

Our Priestly Calling
Oftentimes, people go through battles, achieve victories, build 

monuments to those victories, and camp out around those mon-
uments. They stop progressing and spend the rest of their days 
living on yesterday’s victory.

When Moses constructed the tabernacle, he was called by 
God to establish the priesthood as well. The priests were given 
a number of duties that had to do with ministering to the people 
and also to the Lord. One such duty was maintaining the fires 
that burned on the altar of sacrifice. The initial fire fell from God’s 
presence, but it was the priest’s responsibility to keep those fires 
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burning all day, every day, so that God’s manifest presence would 
never leave the community.

Command Aaron and his sons, saying, “This is the law for 
the burnt offering: the burnt offering itself shall remain on the 
hearth on the altar all night until the morning, and the fire on 
the altar is to be kept burning on it.”  (Leviticus 6:9) 

Jesus was the final sacrifice made to atone for the sin of man, 
which means that we no longer need physical altars. In addition, 
everyone who believes in Him has become a priest. (See 1 Peter 
2:9; Revelation 1:6.) However, the responsibilities are the same: 
As God’s new priests, we are tasked with keeping the fires burn-
ing, only these fires are now to burn on the altars of our hearts. 
Our personal hunger and our need for God’s presence are meant 
to press us toward sacrificing whatever is required for us to keep 
the flame of God burning in our lives. Without our diligent atten-
tion, these flames falter. Indeed, this is precisely what happens to 
many believers. They remain positionally Christian, but they lose 
what it means to be passionately Christian. They learn the dys-
function of living apart from God’s fire. 

Our personal hunger and our need for  

God’s presence are meant to press us toward sacrificing 

whatever is required for us to keep the flame of God 

burning in our lives. Without our diligent attention, 

these flames falter.

Israel was never meant to know what it was to live without 
God’s presence, but history tragically records that they found out. 
And the same fate easily befalls us, as well. During the time when I 
was witnessing the fruit of my spiritual hunger, I started to discover 
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how the fire in our hearts can diminish slowly and almost imper-
ceptibly. No Christian in his right mind ever consciously decides 
to walk away from his first love. But, over time, the distractions of 
life have a dousing effect on even the most devoted believers.

If we’re not careful, a raging fire can slowly turn into a wisp of 
smoke. 

The Dangers of Distraction 
In life, we face two main categories of distraction: those that 

come from the enemy and those that arise from life itself. 

The demonic distractions we face are those negative occur-
rences that appear out of nowhere and are designed by the enemy 
to frustrate our efforts to attain our God-given goals. They tend to 
surface most frequently when we’re involved in something God has 
prompted us to do. 

Once, I was en route to a very important reconciliation meet-
ing with a friend in Columbus, Ohio. He and I hadn’t spoken in 
several years following a conflict, and I knew it was time for us 
to work through our issues and reconcile. We both had ministry 
engagements in Columbus the same weekend, so we agreed to 
meet there. The morning of our meeting, I went to the airport, 
only to find that my plane had developed mechanical issues. I 
was taken off the flight and rerouted to another flight that ended 
up being delayed. It was then that I realized these were not just 
ordinary travel issues. Satan was trying to keep our meeting from 
happening. 

My friend had a brief window of availability to meet. I needed 
to arrive in Columbus early enough to catch a cab to his hotel before 
he had to leave for his evening meeting. Once I realized what was 
happening in the spiritual realm, I immediately began praying and 
binding the work of the enemy. I knew God’s heart was completely 
in favor of my reconciling with my friend, and so, based on that 
confidence, I declared that our meeting would happen.



More than You Bargained For   29

Once my plane finally landed in Columbus, I went to the bag-
gage claim and learned that my luggage hadn’t made the flight. 
Filling out the necessary forms and going through the process of 
baggage retrieval took almost as much time as the flight itself, so I 
was really feeling the pinch. As soon as I got into a taxi, I called my 
friend and let him know I was finally on my way. 

I stopped first at my hotel to check in, where I called my friend 
once more, to find out where he was staying so I could direct the 
cab driver accordingly. To my amazement, he was staying at the 
same hotel. I didn’t have to catch another cab; I needed only take 
the elevator up one floor. As it turned out, the issues with my flight 
cost us only nominal time, and we had a glorious reconciliation—it 
was authentic and restorative. Our bond is stronger today than it 
was before our conflict took place.

The Enemy’s Diversions 

I believe that the greatest trick of the devil  
is not to get us into some sort of evil but  

rather have us wasting time.3  
—Donald Miller 

Demonic distractions are intended to get us off task. In many 
cases, these distractions aren’t evil on the surface. We deal with 
obvious evil tactics through prayer and through our declarations, 
but the less obvious distractions require a greater level of discern-
ment. Avoiding such distractions may require us to sidestep cer-
tain individuals and activities. 

When we started our church, a married couple joined our fel-
lowship and brought with them some strange ideas. Because our 
congregation was still small, I was in the habit of making regular 
home visits at this point. I scheduled a visit with this new couple, 

3. Donald Miller, Blue Like Jazz (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2003), 13.
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during which the wife shared with me a dream she’d had about 
me—a dream that caused her concern, because it didn’t depict me 
in a very positive light. 

Demonic distractions are intended to  

get us off task. In many cases,  

these distractions aren’t evil on the surface.  

We deal with obvious evil tactics through prayer 

and through our declarations, but the less obvious 

distractions require a greater level of discernment.

One principle I’ve learned, in practicing the interpretation of 
our church members’ dreams over the years, is that 99 percent of 
our dreams are not “messages” for other people but are rather a 
method God uses to communicate to us about ourselves. In the 
practice of interpreting dreams, I work with specific individuals to 
decipher what the people, places, and other details of their dreams 
mean for them. 

I tried explaining this principle to the wife, but she remained 
absolutely convinced that there was something wrong with me, 
and that her dream was a God-given warning. For over an hour, 
I tried reasoning with her, to no avail. After several consecutive 
days of similar efforts on my part, the realization hit me over the 
head like an anvil: This woman was a demonic distraction in my 
life. I was spending entirely too much energy on e-mails, phone 
calls, and visits, trying to convince this woman and her husband 
of my integrity. It was then that I realized these two weren’t going 
to change their minds. I lost three or four days of productivity 
because I was consumed with the troublesome and fallacious 
notions of one woman. On the surface, I was simply dealing with 
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a church member’s concerns—a responsibility of any good pastor. 
But it was more than that. This was a distraction that took me 
away from the work God had called me to do. 

In the Old Testament, we read of Nehemiah, a godly man 
who led the effort to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem. Throughout his 
rebuilding project, Nehemiah was confronted by a number of men 
who continually opposed him and sought to sabotage his work. 
On one occasion, several of these men endeavored to have a con-
versation with Nehemiah, but he wisely decided to keep himself 
focused.

Now when it was reported to Sanballat, Tobiah, to Geshem 
the Arab and to the rest of our enemies that I had rebuilt 
the wall, and that no breach remained in it, although at that 
time I had not set up the doors in the gates, then Sanballat 
and Geshem sent a message to me, saying, “Come, let us meet 
together at Chephirim in the plain of Ono.” But they were 
planning to harm me. So I sent messengers to them, saying, “I 
am doing a great work and I cannot come down. Why should 
the work stop while I leave it and come down to you?”   
 (Nehemiah 6:1–3) 

Nehemiah didn’t ignore these men; he dealt with them quickly 
and decisively, and he gave them no more of his time.

This is an abiding lesson: We shouldn’t ignore demonic dis-
tractions, but neither should we dwell on them for longer than is 
necessary. 

Remember this: The goal of demonic distractions is, in most 
cases, not to destroy us but to distract us. The enemy is trying to 
rob worthy tasks and causes of our attention.

In our church, we don’t like talking about Satan except when it 
is absolutely necessary, because I’ve found people can become dis-
proportionately devil-conscious and lose sight of the One we’re sup-
posed to gaze upon—that is, Jesus, the light of the world. It’s not 
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that we don’t take the enemy seriously; we just live with an aware-
ness that he is an inferior being, and we’d much rather give our 
energies toward fixating on the supremacy and goodness of God. 

The goal of demonic distractions is, in most cases, not to 

destroy us but to distract us. The enemy is trying to rob 

worthy tasks and causes of our attention.

In the face of demonic distractions, our discernment helps 
us to confront it quickly, get it behind us, and remain focused on 
what God has called us to do. That way, we keep moving forward 
as we keep the fires burning.

The Distractions of Life
The distractions of life are quite simply those that arise as a 

result of our living on planet Earth. 

Virtually all of these distractions have no evil source or intent 
whatsoever. In fact, ironically, many of these distractions are 
noble. Life’s distractions are trickier to manage than demonic ones 
because they can often appear good. But, as the old saying goes, 
the good can distract us from the best. 

In early 2014, I spent three weeks praying and fasting in South 
Korea. It had long been a desire of mine to observe an extended fast, 
and I knew I could never accomplish such a thing at home. I was 
bewildered because, at the time, I had completed six forty-day fasts, 
and I couldn’t figure out why the seventh one was proving so difficult. 
I prayed about it, and the Lord simply said, “You’re too distracted.” I 
realized that I had undergone the previous fasts while serving as an 
associate pastor with limited responsibilities. Now, I had become a 
lead pastor of a growing congregation, with an entirely new, and far 
more extensive, set of demands consuming my time. 
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Even good, worthwhile tasks can become life 

distractions that divert us. We may justify them, saying 

that we’re doing them in the name of “ministry,”  

all the while failing to discern that the good is 

distracting us from the best. 

The distractions hindering me in this new season weren’t 
demonic; they were the normal expectations of any senior pas-
tor—“good” things, such as administrative tasks and speaking 
engagements. But, again, even good, worthwhile tasks can become 
life distractions that divert us. We may justify them, saying that 
we’re doing them in the name of “ministry,” all the while failing to 
discern that the good is distracting us from the best. 

You may not be in the ministry at all. Maybe your biggest 
distractions have to do with the responsibilities of raising kids, 
completing projects at work, or helping out your friends or family 
members. You also may not have the luxury of being able to “leave 
it all behind” for three weeks, as I did. As a result, you’re forced to 
implement a different strategy of carving out smaller pieces from 
your day or week for the exclusive purpose of seeking God’s face. 
The point is that keeping the fires burning takes great effort and 
intentionality. We can’t allow life’s distractions, however good they 
may be, to divert us from the best thing of all—God’s presence!

Finishing Well 

Faithful servants never retire. They serve faithfully as 
long as they are alive. You can retire from your career, but 

you will never retire from serving God.4  
—Rick Warren

4. Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Life (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 
262.
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Most employed people always have, in the back of their mind, 
that glorious day when they will retire and take it easy for the 
rest of their lives. Every workday, they envision themselves sitting 
at home in their armchair, watching TV, or strolling across the 
well-manicured greens of their favorite golf course. Retirement is a 
goal that most people can’t wait to reach. They imagine living in a 
sun-soaked haven with not a care in the world, enjoying the bene-
fits of a pension plan designed to take care of their every financial 
need. American television is deluged with commercials showcasing 
companies ready to help people to plan and prepare for retirement. 

In the kingdom of God, the longing for retirement can be a 
harmful thing. I’m not suggesting we work until we drop dead, but 
I am saying that believers should never lose their sense of purpose 
and destiny. As someone once put it, our task is not to become 
retired but “re-fired”! 

King David entered into a season of retirement that diverted 
his attention away from his purpose in life and ended up caus-
ing him to fall into sin. When he decided to “sit one out” instead 
of leading his troops into battle, he found himself engrossed with 
Bathsheba and soon caught up in adultery. (See 2 Samuel 11.) In 
this case, “distraction” was an understatement, and it led to a mas-
sive moral failure—a failure whose origins lay in David’s decision 
to take a breather from his God-given purpose. 

Not all instances of retirement from kingdom work are as dra-
matic or as destructive as David’s. But I have met many people who 
used to be “on fire” for God, only to level off and cruise casually 
to the finish line. We are not wired to coast home in this fashion. 
Constant advancement is always the best stance for the believer. 
The idea that Christians are supposed to throw in the towel and 
drop out of relevance at some point is a total myth. Our roles 
change, our demands change, but our purposes never do. Our 
hearts should beat with a passion to do what God has called us 
to do, even if we’re in a season of handing the baton to the next 
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runner, passing off part or all of the workload we used to carry. 
Any relay runner will tell you that he’s running as hard as he can at 
the end of the race because he’s aiming to keep his team in the lead, 
and because he has to catch up to the runner to whom he will hand 
the baton, who starts to run well before he receives said baton.

The idea that Christians are supposed to throw in the 

towel and drop out of relevance at some point is a total 

myth. Our roles change, our demands change,  

but our purposes never do.

We have to keep running the race to the very end, even when 
we’re passing the baton to someone else! 

Church history and Scripture are replete with examples 
of people who started wonderfully but didn’t finish well. King 
Solomon violated the one rule he was issued: “Don’t marry foreign 
wives.” In a spirit of haughtiness, and for the purpose of political 
alignments, he broke that rule and made decisions that would cost 
Israel for generations. When we pull back from our God-given 
assignment, we become vulnerable to competing interests. We lose 
the guiding compass of God’s presence. 

The Energizer Bunny
At the beginning of 2008, I planted a church with ten other 

leaders, one of whom was Verna Brookins, a woman in her late 
sixties. 

I had grown fond of Verna at our former church. She had 
joined after serving in a high position in the Church of God in 
Christ, and she sat in the congregation for eight years without tell-
ing anyone about her ministry pedigree. I finally learned of her 
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background through a mutual friend, and I began having conver-
sations with her. 

I was amazed at Verna’s wisdom and at the humility of her 
heart. Suffice it to say, we liked each other immediately. As time 
progressed, I brought her onto our leadership, and she served well. 
Our friendship continued to grow, and thus, when it was time to 
plant new ministries, I was ecstatic when she joined our team. 

During one of our leadership meetings, I began to prophesy to 
her that God was going to cause her to do more in ministry over 
the next five years than she had done in her previous twenty-five 
years. She was excited about this word, and I was thrilled for her. 

What I prophesied is exactly what has happened for Verna. I 
am awestruck at the vitality and productivity of this now seventy-
four-year-old woman. She drives over ninety minutes one way to 
get to church every Sunday, and she conducts the Saturday meet-
ings. I call her “the Energizer Bunny” because she just keeps going 
and going and going. 

Verna Brookins has developed and trained prophetic teams, 
and has also created a school of prophecy that she takes to various 
places throughout the country. In her eighth decade of life, she’s 
found her stride. 

We can’t allow the world’s way of thinking  

to dupe us into retirement. We have been built to be 

relevant for all our days.

My point of sharing all this is that we can’t allow the world’s 
way of thinking to dupe us into retirement. We have been built 
to be relevant for all our days. The continual pursuit of God’s 
presence, and the drive to fulfill His purpose for our lives, is what 
keeps our fires burning.
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Welcome to the Buffet
I got far more than I had bargained for from that fast in 2006. 

In this book, I have attempted to share some of the secrets God 
has revealed to me about sustaining the personal and corporate 
revivals we long for. I’m no expert; I have to remind myself of these 
things constantly. But my humble prayer is that some of these 
secrets will be the key that starts the fire for you, or reignites the 
fire you’ve lost. 

So, here we are. It isn’t an all-you-can-eat joint; no, it’s some-
thing better. It’s a banquet the Father has prepared for us in the 
presence of our enemies. 

We’re invited to eat as much as we want; He just wants us to 
stay hungry. 

Are you ready to receive more than you bargained for?


