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I N T R O D U C T I O N

An encounter with Smith Wigglesworth was an unforgettable 
experience. This seems to be the universal reaction of all who 
knew him or heard him speak. Smith Wigglesworth was a simple 
yet remarkable man who was used in an extraordinary way by 
our extraordinary God. He had a contagious and inspiring faith. 
Under his ministry, thousands of people came to salvation, com-
mitted themselves to a deeper faith in Christ, received the baptism 
in the Holy Spirit, and were miraculously healed. The power that 
brought these kinds of results was the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
who filled Smith Wigglesworth and used him in bringing the good 
news of the Gospel to people all over the world. Wigglesworth 
gave glory to God for everything that was accomplished through 
his ministry, and he wanted people to understand his work only 
in this context, because his sole desire was that people would see 
Jesus and not himself.

Smith Wigglesworth was born in England in 1859. 
Immediately after his conversion as a boy, he had a concern for 
the salvation of others and won people to Christ, including his 
mother. Even so, as a young man, he could not express himself 
well enough to give a testimony in church, much less preach a 
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sermon. Wigglesworth said that his mother had the same diffi-
culty in expressing herself that he did. This family trait, coupled 
with the fact that he had no formal education because he began 
working twelve hours a day at the age of seven to help support the 
family, contributed to Wigglesworth’s awkward speaking style. 
He became a plumber by trade, yet he continued to devote himself 
to winning many people to Christ on an individual basis.

In 1882, he married Polly Featherstone, a vivacious young 
woman who loved God and had a gift of preaching and evangelism. 
It was she who taught him to read and who became his closest con-
fidant and strongest supporter. They both had compassion for the 
poor and needy in their community, and they opened a mission, 
at which Polly preached. Significantly, people were miraculously 
healed when Wigglesworth prayed for them.

In 1907, Wigglesworth’s circumstances changed dramatically 
when, at the age of forty-eight, he was baptized in the Holy Spirit. 
Suddenly, he had a new power that enabled him to preach, and 
even his wife was amazed at the transformation. This was the 
beginning of what became a worldwide evangelistic and healing 
ministry that reached thousands. He eventually ministered in the 
United States, Australia, South Africa, and all over Europe. His 
ministry extended up to the time of his death in 1947.

Several emphases in Smith Wigglesworth’s life and ministry 
characterize him: a genuine, deep compassion for the unsaved and 
sick; an unflinching belief in the Word of God; a desire that Christ 
should increase and he should decrease (John 3:30); a belief that 
he was called to exhort people to enlarge their faith and trust in 
God; an emphasis on the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the man-
ifestation of the gifts of the Spirit as in the early church; and a 
belief in complete healing for everyone of all sickness.

Smith Wigglesworth was called “The Apostle of Faith” 
because absolute trust in God was a constant theme of both his life 
and his messages. In his meetings, he would quote passages from 
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the Word of God and lead lively singing to help build people’s faith 
and encourage them to act on it. He emphasized belief in the fact 
that God could do the impossible. He had great faith in what God 
could do, and God did great things through him.

Wigglesworth’s unorthodox methods were often questioned. 
As a person, Wigglesworth was reportedly courteous, kind, and 
gentle. However, he became forceful when dealing with the Devil, 
whom he believed caused all sickness. Wigglesworth said the 
reason he spoke bluntly and acted forcefully with people was that 
he knew he needed to get their attention so they could focus on 
God. He also had such anger toward the Devil and sickness that 
he acted in a seemingly rough way. When he prayed for people to 
be healed, he would often hit or punch them at the place of their 
problem or illness. Yet no one was hurt by this startling treatment. 
Instead, they were remarkably healed. When he was asked why he 
treated people in this manner, he said that he was not hitting the 
people but that he was hitting the Devil. He believed that Satan 
should never be treated gently or allowed to get away with anything. 
About twenty people were reportedly raised from the dead after 
he prayed for them. Wigglesworth himself was healed of appendi-
citis and kidney stones, after which his personality softened and 
he was more gentle with those who came to him for prayer for 
healing. His abrupt manner in ministering may be attributed to 
the fact that he was very serious about his calling and got down to 
business quickly.

Although Wigglesworth believed in complete healing, he 
encountered illnesses and deaths that were difficult to under-
stand. These included the deaths of his wife and son, his daugh-
ter’s lifelong deafness, and his own battles with kidney stones and 
sciatica.

He often seemed paradoxical: compassionate but forceful, 
blunt but gentle, a well-dressed gentleman whose speech was 
often ungrammatical or confusing. However, he loved God with 
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everything he had, he was steadfastly committed to God and to 
His Word, and he didn’t rest until he saw God move in the lives of 
those who needed Him.

In 1936, Smith Wigglesworth prophesied about what we 
now know as the charismatic movement. He accurately predicted 
that the established mainline denominations would experience 
revival and the gifts of the Spirit in a way that would surpass 
even the Pentecostal movement. Wigglesworth did not live to 
see the renewal, but as an evangelist and prophet with a remark-
able healing ministry, he had a tremendous influence on both the 
Pentecostal and charismatic movements, and his example and 
influence on believers is felt to this day.

Without the power of God that was so obviously present 
in his life and ministry, we might not be reading transcripts of 
his sermons, for his spoken messages were often disjointed and 
ungrammatical. However, true gems of spiritual insight shine 
through them because of the revelation he received through the 
Holy Spirit. It was his life of complete devotion and belief in God 
and his reliance on the Holy Spirit that brought the life-changing 
power of God into his messages.

As you read this book, it is important to remember that 
Wigglesworth’s works span a period of several decades, from 
the early 1900s to the 1940s. They were originally presented as 
spoken rather than written messages, and necessarily retain some 
of the flavor of a church service or prayer meeting. Some of the 
messages were Bible studies that Wigglesworth led at various con-
ferences. At his meetings, he would often speak in tongues and 
give the interpretation, and these messages have been included as 
well. Because of Wigglesworth’s unique style, the sermons and 
Bible studies in this book have been edited for clarity, and archaic 
expressions that would be unfamiliar to modern readers have been 
updated.
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In conclusion, we hope that as you read these words of Smith 
Wigglesworth, you will truly sense his complete trust and unwav-
ering faith in God and take to heart one of his favorite sayings: 
“Only believe!”
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1

FA I T H ’ S  L A U G H T E R

“My faith pure, my joy sure.”

God told Abraham, “In Isaac [“laughter,” Hebrew] your seed shall 
be called” (Gen. 21:12). Faith is the great inheritance, for “the just 
shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17). For twenty -five years, Abraham 
waited for God to fulfill His promise to give him a son. He looked 
to God, who never fails, and believed His Word. As we live in the 
Spirit, we live in the process of God’s mind, and act according to 
His will.

Could a child be born? Yes! According to the law of faith in 
God who had promised. There is no limitation when you place 
your faith in God. “Therefore it is of faith that it might be according 
to grace” (Rom. 4:16). Grace is God’s inheritance in the soul that 
believes.

Faith always brings a fact, and a fact brings joy. Faith! Faith! 
Making us know that God exists, “and that He is a rewarder of those 
who diligently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6). “God, who gives life to the dead 
and calls those things which do not exist as though they did” (Rom. 
4:17)! Those who trust God lack nothing. He gives life to the dead. 
The more Abraham was pressed, the more he rejoiced.
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Not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, 
already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and 
the deadness of Sarah’s womb. He did not waver at the prom-
ise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, 
giving glory to God, and being fully convinced that what He 
had promised He was also able to perform. (Rom. 4:19–21)

Abraham became “heir of the world...through the righteousness of 
faith” (v. 13). God gave life to what was dead. The more there was 
no hope, the more Abraham believed in hope (v. 18). If we knew 
the value of our trials, we would praise God for them. It is in the 
furnace of affliction that God gets us to the place where He can 
use us. Paul said concerning difficulty, “I do and will rejoice.” (See 
Philippians 1:18.) “For I know that this will turn out for my deliver-
ance through your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ...
[that] Christ will be magnified in my body” (vv. 19–20). Before God 
puts you in the furnace, He knows that you will make it through it. 
He never gives us anything that is above what we are able to bear. 
(See 1 Corinthians 10:13.)

If you know that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is taught in 
the Scriptures, never rest until God gives it to you. If you know 
that it is scriptural to be healed of every weakness—to be holy and 
pure, to overcome in the midst of all conditions—never rest until 
you are an overcomer.

If you have seen the face of God, and have had vision and rev-
elation, never rest until you attain to it.

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowl-
edge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being enlight-
ened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what 
are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and 
what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who 
believe. (Eph. 1:17–19)
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Holy men spoke as God gave them power and utterance. (See 
2 Peter 1:21.) We must be blameless amid the crooked attitudes 
and behavior of the world. (See Philippians 2:15.) Jesus is the type 
of Sonship that we are to attain to. He was God’s pattern, the 
“firstfruits” (1 Cor. 15:20), clothed with power. You must go in His 
name, so that when you lay hands on the sick, Satan has no power, 
and when you command in Jesus’ name, the Enemy has to go.

The walls are falling down, 
The walls are falling down; 
Oh, praise the Lord, praise His name, 
The walls are falling down.

Let us take God’s Word and stand upon it as our strength to 
resist the Devil, until he is forced to flee. (See James 4:7.) Amen, 
amen.


