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Lesson 1

The Masculinity Crisis &
The Substitute Society



Lesson 1

The Masculinity Crisis & The Substitute Society

I. The Masculinity Crisis (Chapter 1)

A. We have a crisis in ____________________________ and in ________________________________. (page 5)

1. In articles, men are routinely criticized for not spending time with family, not being sensitive, etc. In

the workplace, men are to behave aggressively, make the sale, create the new project, win the

contract. Average men try to cope with these conflicting messages by ___________________________

___________________________________. They end up ___________________________________ their

identity. (page 7)

2. People are motivated by what they think is important in this world, whether or not that perception

is true. (page 7) ___ True ___ False

3. Where is the essence of real manhood found? (circle one) (page 8)

a. in how he looks b. in who he is c. in what he does

4. What is the answer for the masculinity crisis? (page 8)

________________________________________________________________________________________
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For Further Study
“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he” Proverbs 23:7 AMP.
“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” Proverbs 4:23.
Moral cowardice causes men to shrink from duty and danger, to dread pain and to yield to fear – 1 Samuel 15:24.
The fear of man is a form of moral cowardice – Proverbs 29:25; Moral cowardice is the ruin of manhood –
Numbers 13:33.



B. Real manhood is found within ______________________________________________________. (page 10)

1. God is interested in the “inner man,” his moral character. (page 10) ___ True ___ False

2. Read: “The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord, searching all the inward parts of the belly”
Proverbs 20:27.

3. The quality of a product depends on: (circle one) (page 11)

a. the value of the producer. b. the quality of the material used. c. the market.

4. The cheaper the merchandise: (circle one) (page 11)

a. the more you need to pray. b. the weaker the market. c. the higher the gloss.

5. Give some examples of areas where these principles are true. (page 12)

________________________________________________________________________________________

C. Every man is limited in life by three things: (page 13)

1. ___________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________
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For Further Study
The story of the bramble, as an example of weak men ascending to leadership – Judges 9:7-15
Truth is not an option in life – Zechariah 8:16. Truth is the bedrock of integrity. Your personal integrity is the
cornerstone of your character – Psalm 24:4, 5.
Moral courage enables a person to encounter hatred, disapproval and contempt without departing from what is
right – Psalm 119:157. Examples: Gideon – Judges 6, 7; David – 1 Samuel 17; Daniel – Daniel 6; John the Baptist –
Matthew 14:3-10; Stephen – Acts 7; Paul – Acts 27; 28:1-6.



D. Private philosophy determines _______________________________________________________. (page 14)

E. Charm is for the ___________________________ and deals with the _________________________________.

Character is _________________________ and deals with the ________________________. (pages 14-15)

F. Life is composed of our ___________________, constructed by our ________________ and revealed by our

______________________________. (page 15)

II. The Substitute Society (Chapter 2)

A. Substituting ____________________ values for ____________________ in ____________________________
can be devastating. (page 18)

1. Define the 1960’s teaching method called “Values Clarification.” (page 19)

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
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For Further Study
Abraham’s and Lot’s decisions – Genesis 13; 19
Integrity – Firm adherence to a code of especially moral values; Incorruptibility (Dictionary definition)
“I beg you … to live and act in a way worthy of those who have been chosen for such wonderful blessings as
these” Ephesians 4:1 TLB.
Giving cannot be a substitute for obedience – 1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 21:27.



2. Many of those caught up in our substitute society are claiming that bad is good and good is bad.

In doing so, they try to: (circle all that apply) (pages 20-21)

a. live a lie rather than embrace truth

b. justify their inconsistencies

c . make God into their own image rather than conform to His image

3. Read: “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for
darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” Isaiah 5:20.

B. Those of us who want to be real men must seek to live on a higher level and recognize these

_____________________________ tendencies, bracing ourselves with _____________________ and

____________________________. (page 22)

1. Read: “He will completely fool those who are on their way to hell because they have said ‘no’ to the
Truth; they have refused to believe it and love it, and let it save them, so God will allow them to
believe lies with all their heart, and all of them will be justly judged for believing falsehood, refusing
the Truth, and enjoying their sins” 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 TLB.
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For Further Study
Bad is good or good is bad – “Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? the goodness of God
endureth continually” Psalm 52:1; Proverbs 17:15; “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as
God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an
image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also
gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between them-
selves” Romans 1:21-24; Romans 8:29; “For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine; and ye
say, He hath a devil. The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a
winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners!” Luke 7:33-34.



2. Men make substitutions in the most intimate parts of their lives, their __________________________.

What are the two discussed? (page 23)

a. ____________________________________ b. _______________________________________

3. The Church has also made substitutions. Name six areas. (page 23)

a. _______________________________________________________________

b. _______________________________________________________________

c. _______________________________________________________________

d. _______________________________________________________________

e. _______________________________________________________________

f. _______________________________________________________________

C . Many religious people are simply __________________________________ to the Word of God.

This is often a form of __________________________________. (page 24)

D. What is perhaps the greatest substitution error in the Church? (page 25) ____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

E . Society is hooked on substitutes; real men go for the real thing—_____________________________. (page 25)
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For Further Study
Love and obedience, not religious ritual – “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for
his friends” John 15:13; “Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye
were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing. For godly sorrow worketh
repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. For behold this selfsame
thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves,
yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things
ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter” 2 Corinthians 7:9-11.
“If ye love me, keep my commandments” John 14:15.
“So they come as though they are sincere and sit before you listening. But they have no intention of doing what I
tell them to; they talk very sweetly about loving the Lord, but with their hearts they are loving their money”
Ezekiel 33:31 TLB; “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves” James 1:22.



Practical:

1. Read: 2 Timothy 4:3-4 and Ezekiel 33:32. What do these verses say about society? About you? What can
you do to protect yourself and your family from the “substitute society”?

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

2. In what ways has your own masculinity been “emasculated” (or weakened)? What can you do this week

to strengthen yourself? _______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Repeat this prayer out loud:

Father, in Jesus’ Name, I know that I, too, come from a weakened state of manhood, and I need to be filled with
Your power and strength. I admit my failures in following society, and I commit myself today to live as a Christlike
man. Thank You for receiving me and my manhood. Amen.
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For Further Study
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will
of my Father which is in heaven” Matthew 7:21.
Substitutions – “So Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, and took away the treasures of the house of
the Lord, and the treasures of the king’s house; he took all: he carried away also the shields of gold which Solomon
had made. Instead of which king Rehoboam made shields of brass, and committed them to the hands of the chief
of the guard, that kept the entrance of the king’s house. And when the king entered into the house of the Lord, the
guard came and fetched them, and brought them again into the guard chamber. And when he humbled himself, the
wrath of the Lord turned from him, that he would not destroy him altogether: and also in Judah things went well”
2 Chronicles 12:9-12.
“And I will give them a heart to recognize, understand and be acquainted with Me, that I am the Lord; and they
shall be My people and I will be their God, for they shall return to Me with their whole heart” Jeremiah 24:7 AMP.



Self Test Lesson 1

1. The quality of the product depends on the quality of the _____________________________ used.

The cheaper the merchandise, the higher the _______________________.

2. Name the three things that limit every man in life.

a. ____________________________________________________________________

b. ____________________________________________________________________

c . ____________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Give a short meaning of what the Parable of the Bramble Bush illustrates. ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

4. _____________________________________________________________ determines public performance.

5. What is the only thing left after the charm wears off? ______________________________

6. Fame can come in a moment, but greatness comes with: (circle one)

a. longevity b. pain c. a price tag

7. Name two ways men make substitutions in the intimate parts of their lives.

a. __________________________________________ b. _____________________________________________

8. The image lie. One problem contributing to the crisis in men today is the reward system offered for

presenting a great exterior. What are some problems that arise through this thinking? ____________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. In a substitute society, what has society substituted for absolutes? ______________________________________

10. What are some areas in which the Church has been guilty of substitution? _______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Keep this test for your own records.
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