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1

A NEW SPIRIT  
AND GOD’S SPIRIT

A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I 
put within you….And I will put my spirit within you. 

—Ezekiel 36:26–27

God has revealed Himself in two great covenants. In the Old 
Covenant, we have the promise and preparation; in the New 
Covenant, we have fulfillment and possession. In both, there is 
a twofold working of God’s Spirit.

In the Old Testament, we have the Spirit of God coming 
upon men and working on them in special times and ways. In 
the New Testament, we have the Holy Spirit entering men and 
women, dwelling within them, and working from within them. 
In the former, we have the Spirit of God as the Almighty and 
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Holy One. In the latter, we have the Spirit of the Father of Jesus 
Christ.

The Twofold Blessing
We must not think that with the closing of the Old Testament 

there was no more work of preparation in the New Testament. 
Just as there were blessed anticipations of the indwelling of 
God’s Spirit in the Old Testament, the twofold working still 
continues in the New Testament. Because of a lack of knowl-
edge and faith, a believer may, even in these days, receive little 
more than the Old Testament-measure of the Spirit’s working.

The indwelling Spirit has indeed been given to every child 
of God. Yet, you may experience little beyond the first half of 
the promise (the new spirit given us in regeneration) and know 
almost nothing of God’s own Spirit. The Spirit’s work in con-
victing of sin, and His leading to repentance and the new life, 
serve as the preparatory work. The distinctive glory of the gift 
of the Spirit is His divine personal indwelling in the heart of the 
believer to reveal the Father and the Son. If Christians under-
stand and remember this, they will be able to claim the full 
blessing prepared for them in Christ Jesus.

In the words of Ezekiel, we find this twofold blessing of 
God’s Spirit presented very strikingly. “A new spirit will I put 
within you,” that is, man’s own spirit is to be renewed and quick-
ened by the work of God’s Spirit. When this has been done, 
there is a second blessing, “I will put my spirit within you,” to 
dwell in that new spirit. Where God is to dwell, He must have 
a habitation. With Adam, He had to create a body before He 
could breathe the spirit of life into him. In Israel, the taberna-
cle and the temple had to be completed before God could come 
down and take possession. So, a new heart is given to us, and a 
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new spirit put within us, as the prerequisite of God’s own Spirit 
being given to dwell within -us.

David prays in Psalm 51, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
and renew a right spirit within me” (verse 10). He then says, “take 
not thy holy spirit from me” (verse 11). Jesus said, “that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6). This indicates that the 
divine Spirit begets the new spirit in man. The two are distin-
guished in Romans 8:16: “(God’s Spirit) beareth witness with our 
spirit that we are the children of God.” Our spirit is the renewed, 
born-again spirit. Dwelling in us, is God’s Holy Spirit, yet He is 
to be distinguished from our spirit, witnessing in and through 
it.

This distinction helps us to understand the true relation-
ship between rebirth and the indwelling of the Spirit. The new 
birth is when the Holy Spirit, by convicting us of sin, leads us 
to repentance and faith in Christ and imparts a new nature. 
Through the Holy Spirit, God fulfills the promise, “a new spirit 
will I put within you.” The believer is now a child of God, a temple 
ready for the Spirit to dwell in.

The second half of the promise is fulfilled as surely as the 
first when claimed by faith. As long as the believer only looks 
at rebirth and the renewal of his spirit, he will not come to the 
life of joy and strength, which is meant for him. He must accept 
God’s promise that there is something better than even the new 
nature.

When he realizes that the Spirit of the Father and the Son 
can dwell within him, the wonderful prospect of a life of holiness 
and blessedness is recognized. It becomes his one great desire to 
fully know this Holy Spirit. The believer wants to know how 
the Spirit works, and how he can experience His indwelling and 
be brought closer to Christ.



10  The Spirit of Christ

The Promise Fulfilled
The question will be asked; “How are these two parts of 

the divine promise fulfilled? Are they fulfilled together or one 
after the other?” The answer is very simple: From God’s side, 
the twofold gift is simultaneous. The Spirit is not divided. In 
giving the Spirit, God gives Himself and all He is.

It was this way on the day of Pentecost. In one day, three 
thousand people received a new spirit with repentance and faith. 
Then, after they were baptized, they received the indwelling 
Spirit as God’s seal of their faith. Through the word of the dis-
ciples, the Spirit worked mightily on the multitude, changing 
their heart and spirit. With the power of this new spirit working 
in them, they believed and confessed. Then they received the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit to live in them.

Today, there are times when the Spirit of God moves might-
ily in the church, as believers receive this distinct sealing and 
indwelling of the Spirit at the time they are saved. There are 
circumstances in Scripture that indicate that the two halves of 
the promise are not so closely linked. This was true with the 
believers in Samaria converted under Philip’s preaching. (See 
Acts 8:5–11.) It was also that way with the converts Paul met at 
Ephesus. (See Acts 19:1–6.) In their case, the experience of the 
apostles themselves was repeated. The apostles were regenerate 
men before our Lord’s death; yet it was only at Pentecost that 
the promise of the Spirit was fulfilled in them. The working of 
the Spirit was divided into two separate manifestations.

What happened to the apostles may still take place in our 
day. When the spiritual life in a church is weak, and the glori-
ous truth of the indwelling Spirit is not distinctly proclaimed, 
the Spirit will be known and experienced only as the Spirit of 
rebirth. His indwelling presence will remain a mystery. The 
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Spirit of Christ in all His fullness is bestowed as a gift, but He 
is received and possessed only as far as the faith of the believer 
reaches.

It is generally admitted in the church that the Holy Spirit 
does not have the recognition that becomes Him as being 
the equal of the Father and the Son. He is the divine Person 
through whom the Father and the Son can be truly possessed 
and known. In the Holy Spirit, the church has her beauty and 
her blessedness.

During the Reformation, the church had to be freed from 
the terrible misunderstanding that man’s righteousness is the 
basis of his acceptance by God. The doctrine that divine grace 
grants salvation had to be maintained. The church was to build 
on that foundation and teach what the riches of grace would do 
for the believer through the indwelling Spirit of Jesus. Instead, 
the church rested contentedly in what she had received, and 
the teaching of all that the Holy Spirit will be to each believer 
has yet to take the place as it ought to have in our evangelical 
churches.

There are many Christians who will join in the confession 
made by an intelligent young believer: “I think I understand 
the work of the Father and the Son, and rejoice in them, but I 
hardly see the place the Spirit has.” Let us pray that God will 
grant a mighty working of the Spirit in His church so that each 
child of God may prove the fulfillment of the double promise of 
Ezekiel: “A new spirit will I put within you….And will I put my 
spirit within you.” 

Let us pray that we may understand the wonderful blessing 
of the indwelling Spirit and have our innermost being opened 
to receive the full revelation of the Father’s love and the grace 
of Jesus.
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The Spirit Within
“Within you!” “Within you!” This twice-repeated word of 

our text is one of the keywords of the New Covenant. Jeremiah 
31:33 says, “I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts.” Jeremiah 32:40 continues, “I will put my fear in their 
hearts, that they shall not depart from me.”

God created man’s heart for His dwelling. Sin entered and 
defiled it. God’s Spirit worked to regain possession for four 
thousand years. Finally, the redemption was accomplished, and 
the kingdom of God was established through Christ. Jesus could 
say, “The kingdom of God is come unto you” (Matthew 12:28) and 
“the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:21).

We must look for the fulfillment of the New Covenant 
within, the covenant—not of laws, but of life. The Spirit of Christ 
Himself is to be within us as the power of our lives. Within us, 
in our innermost parts, is the hidden sanctuary where the Law 
is written by the indwelling Spirit. It is also where the Father 
and the Son now come to dwell.

In the new spirit given to me, I have a work of God in me. 
In God’s Spirit given, I have God Himself—a living Person—to 
dwell with me. This is the difference between having a home 
built by a rich friend, given me to live in while I remain poor 
and feeble, and having the rich friend himself come to live with 
me and fulfill my every need! There must be harmony between 
a home and its occupant. The more I know this holy Guest, the 
more I will bow in lowly fear and reverence, giving my inner-
most being for Him to adorn as it pleases Him.

The Holy Spirit is the Innermost Self of the Father and the 
Son. My spirit is in my innermost self. The Holy Spirit renews 
that innermost self, and then dwells in it and fills it. And so, 
He becomes to me what He was to Jesus, the very life of my 
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personality. Let me bow in holy silence and reverence to say: My 
Father, I thank You that Your Holy Spirit dwells in me, in my 
very self.

Prayer

Lord, may my one desire be to have my spirit become the 
worthy dwelling of Your Spirit. Let Your words lift me 
up in holy trust and expectation to look for and claim 
all that Your promise means. My Father, I thank You 
that Your Spirit dwells in me. Let His indwelling be in 
power, in living fellowship with You and the indwelling 
of my Lord Jesus. May my daily walk be in the deep rev-
erence of His holy presence within me. Amen.


