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1

STEP 1:  
STOP THE SPENDING

If I told you that you are only five steps away from wealth, what 
would you say to me? As a pastor and a shepherd, it really dis-
turbs me that so many of God’s people are struggling in financial 
situations. It hurts me because I’ve been in that situation more 
times than I want to remember. However, some years ago. God 
showed me and my wife, Linda, how to get out of debt and to be 
financially free. Now I’m on a mission to teach you how to do the 
same according to the Word of God.

MY STORY OF DEBT AND RESTORATION
I’m going to jump in right here with a personal confession. 

I’ll be honest enough now to tell you what I wouldn’t have been 
able tell you years ago. In my early years of ministry, I could 
not admit that I had twenty-three credit cards, and every one 
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of them was maxed to the top. But it was for a good cause—we 
were building a church.

Lighthouse Church of All Nations has over five thousand 
members, but when I first started pastoring it at the age of six-
teen, I only had sixteen members. In those days, the church 
needed many improvements. I’ve always been one who believes 
in giving God your best. Therefore, I decided that, to accomplish 
some of the things we were trying to do, it was best to do them 
first and to pay later. Nobody else would sign on the dotted line, 
so I used my credit cards to pay for carpeting. Then I charged 
speakers. I charged all kinds of things for that little storefront 
church, and I was so happy to do it because I was doing it for the 
Lord.

Now, I had easy access to credit cards because I had gotten 
applications in the mail when I was still in high school (which 
I thought was a blessing). I remember when Chase Bank sent 
me a $5,000 preapproval. I was shouting and telling everybody, 
“Look what the Lord has done!” It wasn’t the Lord. It was the 
devil trying to take me under. The credit card companies didn’t 
care that they were loading up some of us kids with so much debt 
that we were close to bankruptcy before we even graduated.

So here I was charging all these things to improve the min-
istry. But I couldn’t sleep at night because I was getting in such 
financial bondage. Then one afternoon in a store as I went to 
charge something, I found myself saying under my breath, “In 
the name of Jesus, please let this card go through!”

The clerk looked up at me and said, “It was declined.”
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“Girl, something is wrong with your machine. You better 
swipe that card again!”

I knew full well that it wouldn’t matter how many more 
times she swiped it, I had reached my limit. I could not charge 
one more thing. I had signed until I was denied. Every one of my 
cards was maxed. I finally realized that it made no sense to make 
ministry happen by running my credit card debt up and then 
paying it off at 19 percent interest. Now, don’t get me wrong, 
not every penny on those cards came from stuff for the ministry. 
I bought some clothes. My wife bought some shoes. However, 
most of the charges on those cards were for the ministry.

I remember praying that night, “God, I’m trying to do all 
this for the ministry. Now my credit is jacked up, and I’m in a 
mess. And, God, it’s all because of—.”

I almost told God that it was because of Him that I was in 
this mess.

Boy, did the Holy Spirit get me. He said, “Nobody told you 
to do any of that.”

 “But God, if I hadn’t charged for new carpet, nobody would 
have come to church.”

“Folks aren’t coming because of the carpet,” God answered. 
“They’re coming because they need a Word from the Lord.”

That did something to me. It didn’t matter to me anymore 
how I got in trouble. The only important thing was how to get 
out! So I told God, “All right, if You help me fix this, I will teach 
Your people how to do the same.” 

Today I can admit all of this to you because God gave me 
a plan from His Word that set me free. I have been debt-free 
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from twenty-three credit cards for fifteen years. I owe no man 
anything but to love him. 

I didn’t get debt-free by draining the church or fleecing the 
congregation. I wasn’t in the back room taking money from 
somebody. That’s not my kind of gig. In fact, I haven’t even taken 
a raise in over twenty years. I’m still living off what I was living 
on twenty years ago. My wife and I can do this because God gave 
me wisdom from His Word, and when we aligned ourselves with 
it. God provided for our needs through other ways. He opened 
doors of opportunity through television, music, and other things 
so we could build a church in Chicago. Thanks be to God, our 
brand-new church was constructed in 2015.

As I share with you the principles God gave me concerning 
faith and finances, I have no doubt in my mind that I heard from 
Him. This is not a “name it, claim it” or “blab it, grab it” theology. 
I promise that if you follow me as I follow Christ, what I am 
going to teach you from the Word of God will set you free finan-
cially in a way you never imagined. I don’t say that with a ques-
tion mark in my brain but with an exclamation point in my spirit!

This is not a “name it, claim it” or “blab it, grab it” 
theology. I promise that if you follow me  

as I follow Christ, what I am going to teach you  
from the Word of God will set you free financially  

in a way you never imagined.
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I’m not here to condemn you. I don’t believe in “beat you 
up” church; neither do I allow preachers with a reputation for 
banging people in the head to get in the pulpit of Lighthouse. 
I’m a shepherd who recognizes that everybody has had enough 
trauma in life. You don’t need to come to church and experience 
trauma. You need deliverance and help when you come into the 
house of God.

I’m going to ask you now to strip away all your preconceived 
notions and presuppositions about money and finances. Do you 
know that, when God talks about your increase, He does not 
talk about it in terms of money? He talks about it in terms of 
riches and wealth. Many folks think wealth is far off. But I’m 
going to show you that, according to God’s Word, there are just 
five steps between where you are now financially and being in a 
wealthy place.

THE DEBT-FREE SHREDDER
I issued a challenge to our congregation when I first taught 

on faith and finances. I said, “I’m going to get this party started. 
I have been waiting over a year to toss the final three credit cards 
that I have. I haven’t used them in years.” I pointed to two shred-
ders sitting near the pulpit and told my members, “If you really 
want to get debt-free and you’ve got credit cards in your pocket or 
purse, why are you hanging on to them?”

What if we hung on to Jesus the same way we hang on to our 
Visa cards? I’m just saying. We claim to need the credit cards in 
case of emergencies. But you’ve got Lane Bryant, Payless Shoes, 
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Sears, J. C. Penney, Carson’s, and Macy’s cards. Really? All those 
are for emergencies?

The three credit cards that I still had at the time had zero 
balances. I turned on the shredder, put one of my cards in it, 
and said, “This is the sound of me getting debt-free. I’m going to 
shred one of my cards at each of the three services I preach today. 
And I hope we’ll hear other people getting debt-free. While I’m 
teaching, get your credit cards out of your wallet. I don’t care if 
you’re shaking; I’ll help you stand up when you get down here.”

The first person to come was a woman in our congregation. 
She hesitated when she got in front of the shredder. 

“Is that card maxed?” I asked.

She nodded.

 “Listen, kids, if they’re maxed, you can’t use them anyway! 
They’re worthless. And all you’re doing is paying $14 a month on 
a $2,000 balance. It will take you eight years to pay that off. Put 
it in this shredder.”

She was shaking. Her forehead was sweating. “No, I can’t do 
it,” she moaned.

“You’ll be all right,” I told her. “Trust me. I’ve been where 
you are.”

She found the strength to shred her cards, and more people 
came forward to follow her lead. Some of them seemed relieved. 
Others were visibly apprehensive. To lighten the mood, I said, 
“Don’t say you don’t want to walk up here because you don’t have 
the right shoes on today. The devil is a liar! Come up here and 
put your credit cards in this shredder. The first people who are 
going to be set free are the people who just came down to put 
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their credit cards in here. You’re going to hear their praise reports 
soon.” 

Nearly two hundred credit cards were shredded during 
those three services.

FAITH AND FINANCES
It may sound like I’m a prosperity teacher, but here’s my spin 

on prosperity: if you walk with Jesus and do what Matthew 6:33 
(esv) says, you “seek first the kingdom of God and his righteous-
ness, and all things will be added to you.” Everything you need to 
prosper, God wants to give to you. He said, “It is [His] good plea-
sure to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32 esv). God is not trying 
to bankrupt you. He is not trying to hold you hostage in your 
finances. God wants you to be set free not only in your finances 
but also in your faith.

You see, faith and finances are spiritually attracted to each 
other. Not attached to each other but attracted to each other. 
If they were attached to each other, everyone walking in faith 
would automatically have finances. Some Christians of great faith 
believe that not having money is more godly than having money. 
So they neither desire nor have money. I don’t judge them, but I 
know what the Bible says. “The love of money is the root of all evil” 
(1 Timothy 6:10). It doesn’t say that money is the root of evil. 
God’s not mad if you possess money. He’s only displeased when 
you allow your money to possess you. God wants us to prosper.

Beloved, I wish above all things [or “I hope above all 
things” or “I have faith above everything else”] that thou 
mayest prosper.  (3 John 1:2) 
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Remember when they put the candles on your last birthday 
cake? What did they tell you to do? Make a wish. A wish is some-
thing that you’re hoping for, longing for, or believing in faith for. 
Third John 2 says, “Beloved, I wish [or “I hope” or “I have faith”] 
that thou mayest prosper.” That’s why I say that faith and finances 
work in tandem. If you have finances, you can always tie it back 
to faith somewhere in your life. Each one affects the other. You 
cannot have faith without your finances being affected, and you 
will not have finances without your faith being increased. Faith 
and finances attract each other. They call for each other. They 
woo each other. People walking by faith attract finances.

Faith and finances work in tandem.  
If you have finances, you can always tie it back to faith 

somewhere in your life. Each one affects the other.  
You cannot have faith without your finances  

being affected, and you will not have finances  
without your faith being increased.

Most of us who are broke and in financial trouble are numb 
to faith. Stress from constant calls about our delinquent credit 
depletes our faith. You might want to rejoice and praise God 
under those circumstances, but let’s face it, it’s difficult to be a 
man or woman of faith when your finances are a wreck. However, 
if you can learn how to flip the script on the devil and let your 
faith rise, I guarantee you that your finances will release.
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As you take this journey to financial freedom, your author-
ity and source of wisdom must be God’s Word, not the tradi-
tional denomination you were raised in that didn’t talk about 
faith. Not your mama. Not your auntie. Not the priest, the nun, 
the rabbi, or the old preacher man. Not even your ex-husband. 
Many things they said about finances were wrong. When I hung 
out with broke people, I spent more money, because hopeless-
ness gives you a pseudo-license to overspend. When I started 
hanging with successful people, I started talking about freedom 
from debt. Proverbs 18:21 shares, “Death and life are in the power 
of the tongue”! I became desirous of being debt-free! One of my 
assistants said, “The possibility becomes a reality once you hear 
people around you speak about being debt-free!”

God’s Word is the source of wisdom because the Word 
works. It accomplishes what it has been sent to do. The Bible 
states that it’s impossible for God’s Word to go out and to return 
void. (See Isaiah 55:11.) If the spoken rhema, or Word, of God is 
sent (confessed) over your circumstances, it must come back and 
yield a harvest. You might be lying flat on your back with a respi-
rator tube down your throat. Meditate on Isaiah 53:5: “With his 
stripes we are healed.” Know that when His Word is sent, it comes 
back with a result.

Trust God’s Word as the authority as you seek to get out of 
debt. Don’t take financial advice from people who are broke. I’ve 
been on a diet since I was in my mother’s womb (well, maybe not 
quite that long). But I learned not to take advice from folks who 
have not been able to manage their own weight. On the other 
hand, if somebody tells me they lost twenty-five pounds, the first 
thing I say is, “How did you do it?” It’s the same when it comes 
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to credit. Don’t let someone who is bankrupt give you financial 
advice. Stick with the Word of God. It says so much about this 
subject. Let’s start with this:

For the Lord thy God blesseth thee, as he promised thee: 
and thou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou shalt not 
borrow.  (Deuteronomy 15:6) 

Someone is saying, “Wait, I’m not supposed to be borrow-
ing?” It is a commandment from God that you’re not supposed 
to be in debt. Nowadays, debt seems to be the modern way. But 
we’re Christians before we’re Americans. We believe the Word 
of God first, and the Word says we’re not supposed to borrow. 
Shred that credit card application you have in your stack of mail 
at home. If you’ve lived without that card this long, you don’t 
need it. The temporary pleasure you’d get from it would be com-
pletely overshadowed by the result—servitude.

The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to 
the lender.  (Proverbs 22:7)

The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the 
lender.  (Proverbs 22:7 niv)

I saw a televangelist who used that verse to say that debt is a 
sin. The Bible doesn’t teach that. Debt is not a sin. You will not 
go to hell for debt. What the Bible does teach is that debt puts 
you in bondage. You walk the floor at night while your creditors 
are sleeping. Still want to defend holding on to your credit cards? 
Think on this: 
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The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he addeth no 
sorrow with it.  (Proverbs 10:22) 

If that credit card was such a good thing, you wouldn’t have 
so much sorrow over it, would you? God’s plan is not for you to 
have sleepless nights because you can’t pay your bills. Hear His 
kingdom plan for us:

Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper 
and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.  (3 John 1:2) 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you.   
 (Matthew 6:33) 

Owe no man any thing but to love one another: for he that 
loveth another hath fulfilled the law.  (Romans 13:8)

Here’s the problem: We want to receive the parts of God’s 
kingdom plan that say, “I wish you would prosper” and “It’s my 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” But we turn a deaf ear 
when God warns against being in debt. We want to have our 
credit cards, our equity loans, and all this lending going on, and 
then we wonder why we come to church and can’t feel the presence 
of God. Stress over our lack of finances has annihilated our faith.

BREAKING THE CYCLE OF DEBT
Something has to break. We have to crush that debt cycle 

and shift out of the mentality of “I want it, so I’m going to get it.” 
If you can’t pay for it, you shouldn’t get it. It’s as simple as that.
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I know that’s not always easy. How many have been accosted 
by that lady in stretch pants and blood-red lipstick at a depart-
ment store? You know that’s a hot mess. She blocks your path 
and says, “Would you like to sign up for a credit card?”

She’s basically saying, “Let me help you put yourself in debt.” 
And when you don’t fall for it, she adds, “You’ll get fifteen per-
cent off on your first purchase if you sign up for a card.” She left 
out that your monthly payments will have 20 percent interest 
tacked on to them. No, I don’t want to sign up for a credit card! I 
am delivered from that stuff. 

So many things work against us when we’re in bondage to 
debt. The Chicago Sun-Times once did an article about NSF 
charges. A lot of us know what NSF stands for: nonsufficient 
funds, not enough money, not sufficient stuff. However you say 
it, it means you wrote the check and did not have enough money 
in the bank to cover it.

Banks make so much money off NSF fees. They charge as 
much as thirty-nine dollars for one bounced check. Now let me 
take you to school. Three NSF charges in a month add up to 
enough to pay off a building fund pledge for one hundred dol-
lars. See how being a slave to debt makes us unable to bless the 
kingdom? It’s not that we don’t have the money. It’s that it’s tied 
up in debt.

That newspaper article got me thinking about how much 
money we pay in interest and fees on money that we borrow. I 
decided to research payday loan centers. I’ve never been to any, 
but I called one and asked what the repayment terms would be if 
I qualified for a loan for five hundred dollars.
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In a friendly and energetic voice, the lady told me the interest 
rate, said I would have six months to pay it back, and that there 
would be a penalty if I paid it off early.

I had a calculator sitting right on my desk and added every-
thing up as she talked. Barely able to contain my shock, I said, 
“Ma’am, hold up. I’m only borrowing five hundred dollars, but 
with the terms you just gave me, I will have paid back more than 
two thousand dollars at the end of six months!”

All of a sudden, her good nature changed. She said in a sour 
voice, “Do you want the loan or not?”

I said, “No, I do not! In fact, I’m going to preach against you 
Sunday at church, in Jesus’s name.” 

After I hung up, I started googling to find out where the 
payday loan stores were located. There was not one in the nice 
suburbs of Chicago. But as I searched the West Side of Chicago, 
there were twelve payday loan stores in a two-mile area. These 
companies have targeted people who are already in financial 
bondage. You tell me that’s not Egypt keeping you in slavery to 
pharaoh and this world’s system. 

God wants you to be free, but we’re not really convicted 
about being in debt. Do you realize that being in debt 

is a spiritual condition, not a financial condition?  
It is a sign that greed has set in.

When some of you say, “Pastor Dan, I can’t give to the 
church,” I know you can’t, because you’re paying 400 percent 
interest on payday loans.
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God wants you to be free, but we’re not really convicted 
about being in debt. Do you realize that being in debt is a spir-
itual condition, not a financial condition? It is a sign that greed 
has set in. Rather than live with the things you’ve got, you have to 
have more and more. But the Bible says,

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content 
with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I 
leave you; never will I forsake you.”  (Hebrews 13:5 niv)

I’ll never forget waking up on my sixteenth birthday and get-
ting so upset because I didn’t get a Lincoln Continental. True 
story. From the age of fourteen, I had told my parents I wanted a 
Lincoln Continental. Now, what was I going to do with a Lincoln 
Continental at age sixteen? I wanted the bling of owning that car. 
The day I turned sixteen, I jumped out of bed and went outside. 
No Lincoln Continental. I ran to my mother and asked, “Where 
did you park it?”

She said, “I’ve got six children. How am I supposed to get 
you a Lincoln Continental?”

Cars are irrelevant to me today. After having four kids of my 
own while simultaneously going to college and working a couple 
of jobs, I learned that it didn’t make a difference what car I drove. 
I had a Volvo, and I had to put a cardboard floorboard in the 
back to keep my kids from scraping their feet on the pavement as 
I drove. It didn’t matter to me what people thought. I’d walk by 
that Volvo and say, “That’s all right. She’s paid for!”

God had to teach me to get over myself. But some of us still 
insist on having the latest bling. We want the iPhone, the iPad, 
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and everything else. Now mind you, we can’t pay our bills, but 
we’ve got to have the latest. I learned that just because you have 
stuff doesn’t mean you have money. Stuff is often a sign of pain 
and heartache. To relieve it, some of us eat our way through it. 
Some of us shop our way through it. We think that food or shop-
ping will not take our pain away. Nothing can take your pain 
away but the blood of Jesus Christ. He’s able!

Debt is especially dangerous when we are tempted  
to rob God (our primary Creditor) to pay people  

(our secondary creditors). 

Debt is especially dangerous when we are tempted to rob 
God (our primary Creditor) to pay people (our secondary cred-
itors). Who gave you life this morning? Who gave you breath in 
your body? Who gave you health? Who gave you strength? Who 
woke you up this morning? So to whom do you owe the most? 
God.

One thing Linda and I never compromised on while we were 
becoming debt-free was our seed-giving to the Lord. God says,

Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, 
“In what way have we robbed You?” In tithes and offerings. 
You are cursed with a curse.  (Malachi 3:8–9 nkjv)

You’re under a curse if you are robbing God. It took me a 
minute to understand this because I used to feel sorry for people 
who were broke all the time. But then I got the revelation that if 
they don’t tithe, they are supposed to be broke. If you rob God, 
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He says, “You’re going to miss out on something I wanted to give 
you.” But look at what God says He’s going to do if you tithe:

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 
food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, 
“and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 
pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough 
to store it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, 
and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it 
is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. “Then all the nations will 
call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the 
Lord Almighty.  (Malachi 3:10–12 niv)

This brings us back to the conviction that debt is a serious 
spiritual condition. I’m sure you’d like people to look at you and 
think, “Boy, he’s got it together. He has plenty of money. He 
doesn’t owe anybody anything.” God’s Word just gave you the 
formula for it, and holding back money from Him is never part 
of the solution. It is a source of financial downfall. It’s this simple: 
your position in giving always determines your position in living. 
If you give third class, you’ll live third class. If you give first-class, 
you’ll live first-class because favor chased you down.

You say you can’t give to God because you’re in a financial 
bind. You can’t afford not to give to God if you’re serious about 
getting out of that situation. I have living proof of that. A hus-
band and wife in our leadership team sent me an email just before 
I taught a series on faith and finances to my congregation. It read: 

Pastor, I got so excited when you announced you were 
going to teach on faith and finances. I know for a fact 
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it works. You know we never tell any of our business, 
but I knew the time would come for us to tell what God 
did for us. Two thousand five was the worst year we ever 
had. A lady stole so much money from our business that 
I almost got bitter. But we stayed focused.

It took us three years to figure our way out. We 
lost everything, but we kept tithing, giving, coming to 
church, and working in ministry. This is very hard to do 
when you’re under serious financial pressure. Some of 
our own family members told us that we were failures 
and would never succeed.

In 2008, things began to look up. We started building 
a home. After nine months, the home was completed. 
We were excited. But when we got ready to close, some-
thing appeared on our credit. The builders still let us 
move in, but they put us in a lease agreement until our 
credit got straight. I was so disappointed. We felt like 
we were back to square one. But we kept on believing 
and tithing.

In March of 2009, our credit had improved, and we 
were ready to buy the house. But the builder got greedy 
and didn’t want to sell it to us at a price we could afford. 
So we broke our lease agreement in May of 2009, not 
sure where we would go. We still kept the faith, though. 

One Sunday after church, we stopped by a subdivi-
sion. They had some nice houses we were interested in. 
The builder’s representative called me that Monday and 
told me that if I could get over to the subdivision, he had 
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something to show me. When I got there, he showed me 
a model house. It was beautiful. But I was thinking, We 
can’t afford this.

He told me that the builder was going bankrupt and 
needed to sell it immediately. The model came with 
appliances, window treatments, and every room fully fur-
nished. Then he quoted the price. Pastor, it was twenty 
thousand dollars less than what the bank had qualified 
us for. We were under budget. There was a waiting list 
for the house. But the man said, “When I met you and 
your husband on Sunday, there was something different 
about you guys. If you want this house, it’s yours.”

Three weeks ago, we closed on that house. We moved 
in, and the only thing we took in there was our cloth-
ing. We are still in shock. Pastor, we had to go through 
everything we went through so God would bless us and 
we would remain humble. But I know for sure that tithes 
and offering, together with being in consistent covenant 
with Lighthouse and God, made it possible. God gets 
the glory! 

That’s the favor of God. When you do right by God, God 
does right by you. This couple’s great faith attracted a financial 
blessing beyond their wildest imagination.

CREATING A DEBT-FREE LEGACY
I once had a revelation about faith and finances while preach-

ing at a funeral for a ninety-four-year-old woman. Someone from 
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her family got up and said, “The most beautiful thing about her 
was that she paid all her bills on time. She was never late.” They 
were so happy about that. It might sound like something odd to 
say at a funeral, but it got me to thinking. 

A year before that, I had buried my precious ninety-five-
year-old grandmother, who had been the same way. She’d never 
had a credit card. She hadn’t even had a checking account. My 
mother is now eighty-something years old, and she’s never had 
any credit cards either. These are three women of great faith. 
Miracles, signs, and wonders flowed through them. 

The Spirit of God reminded me of two other people of 
great faith who never used credit cards: Oral Roberts and R. 
W. Schambach. Richard Roberts, my good friend and the son 
of Oral Roberts, once told me that his father, who was in his 
nineties at the time, had never had a credit card. I used to listen 
to R. W. Schambach on the radio stating that he didn’t have any 
credit cards either. But under these men’s ministries, blinded 
eyes were opened and lame legs were healed. Why? Because they 
didn’t walk in debt. These men and women walked by faith and 
not by sight (see 2 Corinthians 5:7), depending totally on God 
and not once looking to Visa or MasterCard to meet their needs. 
God’s power was free to flow through them because the spirit of 
debt had no power to block their faith.

However, we have credit cards maxed to the top and no mir-
acles flowing through us. Your grandparents didn’t live by all that 
credit card nonsense. If they couldn’t afford it, they didn’t buy it. 
You’d be the same way right now if you didn’t have credit cards 
to fall back on. Have you ever noticed how stingy you tend to be 
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when you’re walking through the mall with a hundred dollars in 
your pocket but no credit card? You catch sight of those shoes 
you thought you couldn’t live without, but you just can’t make 
yourself part with that hundred-dollar bill. You walk right on by 
those shoes, saying, “I’ll just keep the ones I have on.” But credit 
cards have put us in bondage and slavery. We just whip them out, 
charge merchandise, and pay up to 49.9 percent interest. 

God has plans, dreams, and visions for your life.  
You’re supposed to be sowing into the kingdom of God  
to get the work accomplished, to get the church built,  

and to do all the things God wants.

God has plans, dreams, and visions for your life. You’re sup-
posed to be sowing into the kingdom of God to get the work 
accomplished, to get the church built, and to do all the things 
God wants. What if He told you to plant a seed to send a mis-
sionary with the gospel to a foreign land? With all my heart, I 
believe that any Christian who makes an effort to come to church 
wants to listen to God and to please Him. You wouldn’t get up 
early on a Sunday morning and go to church if you didn’t. But 
we have constricted and restricted ourselves so much that when 
the Holy Spirit moves, we’re scared to death to step out on faith.

We’re living above our means. Every month, we’re just defer-
ring debt. The only way to get out of debt is to start living below 
your means. If you make $2,000 a month, learn how to live on 
$1,800. You’re going to have to cut the credit cards up and learn 
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how to deny yourself. And you’re going to have to learn how to 
cook at home. The stores still sell a three pack of ramen noodles 
for a dollar. You might have to commit to eating them until you 
get out of debt.

Credit cards enabled you to buy more than you could afford. 
Discarding them will force you to curb your spending. When 
God walked me through the process of eliminating my debt, He 
first had me cut up the credit cards and stop spending. I chal-
lenge you to step out in faith and make that sacrifice.

In the Bible, every sacrifice came with an offering. I encourage 
you to sow a seed in the kingdom of God. I’m not talking about 
tithes and offering but a sacrificial seed for a special harvest.

I know from my personal experience that if you shred your 
credit cards and stop spending, you will experience some ups and 
downs. Your faith level will begin to go up, while your burden of 
debt will begin to go down.

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, I come before You today, submitting 
my finances to You. Thank You for guiding me with the 
wisdom and knowledge to make decisions that will lead 
me to being debt free. Thank You for self-control with 
spending, favor with creditors, and reliance on You as 
my source of all things. I love You, Lord, and I make the 
choice today to begin honoring You with my finances. In 
Jesus’s name, amen. 


