
What People Are Saying About  
John D. Barry and Jesus’ Economy…

“In Jesus’ Economy, John Barry points us toward a world where everyone 
has ‘this day our daily bread.’ Barry reminds us that God didn’t make a 
world of scarcity, or a world with too many people. Poverty was created 
by you and me, as we fall short of loving our neighbors as ourselves. As 
Gandhi put it, ‘There’s enough for everyone’s need, but not enough for 
everyone’s greed.’ We created poverty. And we can end it. Jesus and the 
early church show us the way. In this book, you will find an in-depth 
look at Scripture and economics and a beautiful vision for a world where 
everyone has enough.”

—SHANE CLAIBORNE 
Cofounder, The Simple Way and Red Letter Christians 

Author, The Irresistible Revolution and Common Prayer

“Jesus’ Economy is fast moving and ‘heart’ hitting. It will bring conviction. 
It will also give you hope. I am happy to commend its widest reading.”

—DR. DANIEL L. AKIN 
President, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 

Author or editor of numerous books and Bible commentaries, including I Am Going  
(with Bruce Riley Ashford) and Vibrant Church (with Thom S. Rainer)

“Jesus’ Economy weaves together Scripture, realities of the world of poverty, 
and in-depth personal experience to produce a fine handbook for practical 
mission work. For John Barry, effective ministry is informed, holistic, and 
sacrificial—and his life bears this out.”

—ROBERT D. LUPTON 
Best-selling author of several books, including Toxic Charity; Compassion, Justice, 

and the Christian Life; and Theirs Is the Kingdom 
President, FCS Urban Ministries



“We often think of poverty as just an economic issue, but poverty has both 
economic and spiritual roots and effects. John Barry understands this and 
in Jesus’ Economy, he offers a long-term strategy for healing both physical 
and spiritual poverty: job creation, church planting, and meeting people’s 
basic needs, with a focus on community development and sustainability.”

—DR. JAY W. RICHARDS 
Author of many books, including the New York Times best sellers  

Infiltrated and Indivisible,  
and the 2010 Templeton Enterprise Award-winner Money, Greed, and God 

Research Assistant Professor, Busch School of Business, The Catholic University of America 
Senior Fellow at Discovery Institute

“John Barry has written an inspiring and readable account about Jesus, 
poverty, and the mission of the church. This book tells you what poverty 
is, where it is, what Jesus said about it, and how you can follow Jesus’ com-
mands to end it. A great introduction to the socioeconomics of poverty, 
as well as Christian teaching on the subject. Great resource for pastors, 
students, and church groups!”

—REV. DR. MICHAEL F. BIRD 
Author, Evangelical Theology and What Christians Ought to Believe 

Academic Dean and Lecturer in Theology, Ridley College 
Melbourne, Australia 

Author, Euangelion blog, Patheos.com

“Considering the passion and action that John Barry and his wife, Kalene, 
have put into this project, I trust they must be prompted by God to do so. 
Barry shares deep insights into wealth and poverty from Jesus’ perspective. 
Jesus’ Economy is well worth reading, pondering, and putting into action, 
especially in this day and age.”

—DR. JULIE LEE WU 
President and Dean, China Bible Seminary, Hong Kong 

Recipient of Women in Leadership Award from the Association of Theological Schools



“John Barry’s Jesus’ Economy is not just a must-read, but it is also a book 
that the global church needs to embrace and use to teach Jesus’ life-
changing and transformational principles. Barry is a terrific writer and an 
unusual type of Christian leader: he can correctly be described as a selfless, 
shepherd, servant type of leader. Barry’s ministry, the nonprofit Jesus’ 
Economy, makes a case for this book. Jesus’ Economy is a narrative of how 
to conquer the twin enemies of the human race: corruption and poverty. 
Barry gives the church not just theories and empirical data on poverty, but 
also concrete and practical examples of Jesus and His disciples’ models of 
poverty alleviation. Our churches in Africa can comfortably use this book 
in Sunday school or theological seminaries. I strongly recommend it to 
members of the global church who want to engage in the mission of God!”

—DR. SUNDAY BOBAI AGANG 
Professor of Christian Ethics, Theology, and Public Policy 

ECWA Theological Seminary, Kagoro, Nigeria 
Fellow, Faculty of Theology, Stellenbosch University, South Africa 

Author, No More Cheeks to Turn? and When Evil Strikes: Faith and the Politics of  
Human Hostility

“Jesus-followers with a kingdom perspective approach life as one big mis-
sion trip. John Barry’s Jesus’ Economy provides a clarion call to live as viral 
kingdom agents (the answer to ‘Why am I here?’) but also provides practi-
cal ways to love our neighbors (‘What do I do?’ and ‘How do I do it?’). John 
accomplishes this without scolding and shaming. Instead, he persistently 
encourages. The message of the book is ‘You can do this!’ We sometimes 
allow difficult circumstances or stalled progress to challenge our faith in 
this certainty. Then a book like Jesus’ Economy comes along and helps us 
believe all over again.”

—DR. REGGIE MCNEAL 
Best-selling author whose works include The Present Future, Missional 

Renaissance, Kingdom Come, Kingdom Collaborators, and A Work of Heart 
Missional Leadership Specialist, Leadership Network



“Google ‘your town name + poverty,’ John Barry says, and you’ll be sur-
prised—not only by the problems but also by the resources you can tap into 
as you love your neighbors. In Jesus’ Economy, Barry explains how the best 
practices include listening, affirming local assets, rooting work in churches 
on the ground, accountability, transparency, and tapping into specialized 
experts when they are needed. Whether our neighbors are global or local, 
whether they are unreached or undiscipled, whether they need the gospel 
or finance, they must be a priority for us because they are a priority for 
Jesus. This book shows how to make that happen, and how it is being done 
nearby and far away.”

—DR. MIRIAM ADENEY 
Associate Professor, Global and Urban Ministries, Seattle Pacific University 

Board Member, Christianity Today International 
Award-winning author, Kingdom Without Borders: The Untold Story of  

Global Christianity; Daughters of Islam; and God’s Foreign Policy

 
“Although more people have been raised out of abject poverty in the last 
thirty years than ever before, in all of human history, there is still much 
work to be done. John Barry’s new book, Jesus’ Economy: A Biblical View 
of Poverty, the Currency of Love, and a Pattern for Lasting Change, gives us 
a practical, biblical, hands-on manual for loving and serving “the least of 
these.” This book will not only change the way you look at poverty, it will 
help you find the role God is calling you to play in helping change the world.”

—HUGH WHELCHEL 
Executive Director, The Institute for Faith, Work & Economics 

Author, How Then Should We Work?

“Jesus’ Economy is a must-read for those concerned with the impoverished 
in our communities and in the world. John Barry believes that eliminating 
poverty should happen at both the physical and spiritual levels. His pro-
posals are grounded in Scripture—providing great biblical insights on how 
to address poverty from God’s perspective, affirming that Jesus is the key 
to overcoming poverty. Jesus’ Economy is practical missional ministry at its 
best. I’m sure it will challenge you to go to the next level of a serious com-
mitment to love your neighbor as yourself. I enthusiastically recommend it 
to everyone.”

—REV. EDDY ALEMÁN 
General Secretary, Reformed Church in America



“John D. Barry’s new book, Jesus’ Economy, is a bracing call for the church 
to be the church among the poor. You don’t have to agree with every word...
but you might. This book will thrill you, disturb you, and make you think. 
It may even cause you to make some changes in how you express your love 
for people who bear the same image you do.”

—STAN GUTHRIE 
Editor at Large, The Colson Center for Christian Worldview 

Former Editor at Large, Christianity Today 
Author, Missions in the Third Millennium and All That Jesus Asks:  

How His Questions Can Teach and Transform Us

“You know all the crazy things Jesus said that we try to explain away? 
Commands like ‘Deny yourself and take up your cross’? Or ‘Sell your pos-
sessions and give the money to the poor’? Well, John Barry actually obeys 
them. And, I’m going to be honest: when I first started reading about his 
experience, I felt threatened. What might Jesus be calling me to do? But as 
I read about John’s vision to eradicate poverty in Jesus’ name—and about 
his dynamic interactions with needy people around the world—fear was 
replaced by hope. And then excitement. Jesus’ Economy is a fantastic book 
that has inspired me to join John on God’s mission of alleviating spiritual 
and physical poverty around the globe. Can you think of a greater mission?”

—DREW DYCK 
Editor, CTPastors.com (a Christianity Today publication) and  

Moody Publishers 
Author, Your Future Self Will Thank You, Yawning at Tigers, and Generation Ex-Christian 

Former Managing Editor, Leadership Journal

“Inspiring and eye-opening, John D . Barry’s Jesus’ Economy is a rallying cry 
for all believers to meditate on and rethink the Great Commission in prac-
tical, humanitarian terms. John and Kalene, as fellow humanitarians and 
followers of Jesus, are committed, as we are, to the cause of seeing poverty 
erased in our world through the only successful means possible—the way 
of Jesus Christ and His gospel.”

—TASS SAADA  
(author of the best-selling Once an Arafat Man and The Mind of Terror)  

and KAREN SAADA 
Founders, Hope for Ishmael, a reconciliation ministry between Arabs and Jews 

Founders, Seeds of Hope, a humanitarian organization serving the people of Jerusalem, 
Jericho, and Gaza 



“Jesus’ Economy is a powerful example of the application of principles we 
find in the influential Lausanne Covenant (1974), which contains a strong 
affirmation of faith in Christ and a renewed call to carry the complete 
gospel to the whole world. John Barry demonstrates, through engaging 
stories, persuasive exegesis, and personal testimony, that the mission of 
the church should be holistic. Christian leaders and practitioners will find 
this book a treasure trove of insight and encouragement.”

—DR. CARLOS RAÚL SOSA SILIEZAR 
Assistant Professor of New Testament, Wheaton College 

Expert in Latin American Theology and the Gospels

“I don’t believe I fully understood how the Bible views poverty until I read 
John Barry’s book Jesus’ Economy. John reminds us, with thoughtfulness 
and grace, that Christians must focus on the example of Jesus to address 
the problems of poverty in any relevant way. Filled with moving stories and 
compelling facts, Jesus’ Economy examines a vague subject like poverty with 
great nuance, making it completely accessible and unendingly meaningful. 
Jesus’ Economy gives us a poignant examination of an often-misunderstood 
topic. Don’t ignore this important book.”

—STEPHEN MCGARVEY 
Vice President of Digital Content, Salem Web Network 

Editor-in-chief, Crosswalk.com, Christianity.com, BibleStudyTools.com, iBelieve.com

“John Barry brings two breaths of fresh air to the study of a critical need in our 
world—alleviating poverty. First, he lives what he writes. Jesus’ Economy did 
not rise from secondhand study. Instead, it blends solid research with real-life 
experience. Barry’s writing represents the natural extension of his personal 
commitment in India and elsewhere. Second, he brings a decisively biblical 
answer to a problem addressed mostly by politics and finance. He exposes the 
folly of a government solution to a spiritual need. For believers and churches 
seeking better paths to changing this world, start the journey here.”

—DR. GREG TRULL 
Dean, School of Ministry and Director, Africa Training Partnership,  

Corban University, Salem, OR



“I recommend Jesus’ Economy to you and your church! Poverty statistics 
worldwide remain very high. Though Jesus told His disciples the poor would 
always be with them, such was not an excuse to neglect changing this global 
reality. Even the great missionary Paul, who preached the whole counsel of 
God, was eager to remember the poor in his ministry (Galatians 2:10). And 
we should too! John Barry has done a wonderful service in the kingdom of 
God by writing this book. Jesus’ Economy will challenge and motivate you. 
But Barry does not leave you only with good thoughts; he offers many prac-
tical steps to bring about desperately needed change.”

—DR. J. D. PAYNE 
Author, Discovering Church Planting, Apostolic Church Planting,  

and Developing a Strategy for Missions 
Associate Professor of Christian Ministry, Samford University 

Former National Missionary with North American Mission Board,  
Southern Baptist Convention 

Former Associate Professor of Church Planting and Evangelism and past director of the Center 
for North American Missions and Church Planting, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

“World Vision president emeritus Rich Stearns prolifically told all of us 
who are Christ followers about The Hole in Our Gospel. In Jesus’ Economy, 
John Barry has now given us the motivation and instructions for why 
and how to fill in that vital missing part. He understands that a host of 
well-meaning people of faith have unintentionally prolonged the problem 
of poverty by offering short-term relief instead of long-term development 
and sustainability. By relating relevant Scripture and life experiences, 
Barry teaches us how to know the heart of Jesus and help desperate and 
destitute people experience total life transformation.”

—JOHN ASHMEN 
President, Citygate Network  

(formerly The Association of Gospel Rescue Missions) 
Author, Invisible Neighbors

“Jesus’ Economy is about all of life as God intended it to be. Barry creatively 
articulates holistic living that transcends our varying theological persuasions 
and challenges us to embrace the sacrificial love of God as our motivation for 
service. This book bridges the gap between theory and practice, and provides 
principles that are applicable in multiple ministry contexts for lasting change. 
This is mandatory reading for all in Christian service!”

—DR. EMMANUEL BELLON 
Vice President, Scholarleaders International 

Author, Leading Financial Sustainability in Theological Institutions



“In Palestinian culture, we are accustomed to saying, ‘If poverty were a man, 
I would have killed him.’ This book shows us how Jesus wants to alleviate 
poverty through the sacrificial love of His followers. Such love is only 
possible through a vital relationship with Jesus and also with the poor. John 
D. Barry prophetically reminds us that we cannot be true followers of Jesus 
and ignore the poor. We cannot separate physical and spiritual poverty. 
In Jesus’ Economy, we find disturbing contemporary data, heart-stirring 
stories, and inspiring challenges, as well as opportunities for ministry. The 
book informs us, inspires us, and gives us the opportunity to be involved 
in addressing poverty in biblical ways. I recommend this book to every 
Christian who desires to know how Jesus wants us to help the poor.”

—REV. DR. YOHANNA KATANACHO 
Academic Dean, Nazareth Evangelical College, Nazareth, Israel 

Reconciliation leader in Israel 
Author, The Land of Christ: A Palestinian Cry 

Old Testament Editor, Arabic Contemporary Commentary and Asia Bible Commentary

“Jesus’ Economy flows from the heart of God for the marginalized all over 
the world. Rooted in the nonprofit work of John and Kalene Barry, Jesus’ 
Economy shows us not just how to effectively accomplish humanitarian 
and social goals, but how to minister to the poor. It’s a vision of how to 
strengthen the work of the kingdom of God that John and his wife, Kalene, 
are living. This includes advice for church-planting movements, equipping 
leaders, health initiatives, and education. Jesus’ Economy will help you 
achieve measurable transformation and develop people and communities.”

—DR. ERIC COSTANZO 
Senior Pastor, South Tulsa Baptist Church 

Author, Harbor for the Poor

“Jesus’ Economy is an invitation to a journey of faith in Christ’s transforma-
tive love. It equips you to uplift and to dignify the poor and, in so doing, 
glorifies Jesus Christ, who became poor that the world may experience the 
riches of that transformative love. The book also challenges humanity, par-
ticularly the church, to live a life of fruitfulness and worthy sacrifice.”

—DR. DAVID K. NGARUIYA 
Director of PhD in Theological Studies Program and  

Associate Professor of Intercultural Studies  
Nairobi International School of Theology/International Leadership University  

Nairobi, Kenya 
Coeditor, Communities of Faith in Africa and the African Diaspora



“Jesus’ Economy offers a sound biblical understanding of poverty—both its 
roots and its alleviation. John’s text is personal and sincere, written with 
humility, and reflects the author’s actual experience of dealing with the 
needy. The approach he advocates is relational and holistic, bringing the soul 
and the body together. Moreover, John offers some very practical and feasible 
ideas of how to alleviate poverty through the local church. Worth reading!” 

—DR. ANDREY KRAVTSEV 
President of Intercultural Connections  

(a nonprofit organization in Russia that mobilizes pastors and others  
to serve in areas with little Christian presence) 

Former President, North Caucasus Bible Institute of Russia

“Jesus’ Economy is a wonderful biblical and practical study—and it comes from 
the heart and mind of an expert in the field. John Barry sheds light on one of 
the most important issues of our day: that the church recognize its mission, 
not only inside its walls, but also outside them—looking after the impover-
ished, those whom Jesus cared about the most. The only hope for overcoming 
poverty in the world today is in Jesus and His church. Please don’t read this 
book if you are not ready to change your heart, mind, and attitude!”

—REV. DR. THARWAT WAHBA 
Chairman, Missions Department, Evangelical Theological Seminary 

Cairo, Egypt 
Chairman of Council, Pastoral and Outreach Ministries for the Evangelical (Presbyterian) 

Church of Egypt 
Author, The Practice of Mission in Egypt

“Jesus’ Economy provides a fresh and compelling examination of Jesus’ 
teachings about poverty and the poor. Both personal and practical, it is a 
must-read for those who are tired of lukewarm and incomplete Christian 
endeavor to help those facing desperate economic challenges. It renews hope 
in the power of Jesus’ love to genuinely transform lives and communities—
including our own!”

—SYLVIA FOTH 
Founder and President Emeritus, Kidzana Ministries  

(a nonprofit equipping children’s workers and leaders around the world)



“The title Jesus’ Economy: A Biblical View of Poverty, the Currency of Love, and a 
Pattern for Lasting Change is an incredible description of what you will discover 
in John Barry’s new book. It is an excellent resource on the life and ministry of 
Jesus Christ as a model for the contemporary church. Reading Jesus’ Economy 
will provide you with a foundation for holistic, cross-cultural ministry in a 
world void of love and compassion. The church is called to be part of God’s 
transforming mission to bring His kingdom to all nations. Barry shows how 
we can empower the global church by supporting the work of indigenous lead-
ers and local believers. I heartily recommend this book to all who want to gain 
a biblical and theological perspective on how to follow and model Jesus today.”

—DR. ANTONIO CARLOS BARRO 
Founder and CEO, South American Theological Seminary 

Londrina, Brazil

“What can we do to bring about restoration and transformation in our 
society, which is in many ways characterized by injustice, unfairness, and 
brokenness? First, we need a new outlook and a new approach. Jesus’ Economy 
will not only change your perspective of the world but also motivate you to 
change your response toward those who are suffering and impoverished. John 
Barry discusses the stark reality of society’s brokenness, including the unjust 
distribution of resources in the world. But he also provides a framework for 
creating a better world as we join hands with Christ, who died to transform 
society holistically. Jesus’ Economy is a great resource for any context.”

—DR. A. N. LAL SENANAYAKE 
President, Lanka Bible College and Seminary 

Peradeniya, Sri Lanka 
Coeditor, Educating for Tomorrow: Theological Leadership for the Asian Context

“Jesus’ Economy is a clear demonstration of the good news in action! John Barry 
shows us how God’s powerful grace and cross-shaped love are being manifested 
in our world of dire need. With moving stories, engaging information, and 
relevant teaching about empowering the impoverished and sharing the gospel, 
we are given a front-row seat to many such godly interventions. Barry, who is 
eminently competent to lead us on an incredible journey, shows us how we, 
too, can partner in nothing less than ‘Jesus’ economy.’”

—DR. JACOB CHERIAN 
Vice President and Dean of Faculty, Southern Asia Bible College 

Kothanur, Bangalore, India



“Jesus’ Economy is both a significant scholarly effort and a practical 
manual for missions. It reaches the North American reader, as well as 
my context of Eastern Europe and other regions. John Barry challenges, 
on both biblical (special revelation) and logical (general revelation) terms, 
the American church’s contemporary perspective on global missions. He 
invites us to work toward a holistic approach of sharing the gospel. We 
do this by moving away from both the culturally insensitive, imperialistic 
paradigm and the culturally sensitive, ‘withdrawal’ method—which 
prevents the contemporary church from achieving its global impact. Jesus’ 
Economy demonstrates how we can serve and empower the impoverished 
by allowing indigenous leaders to lead the way while providing for basic 
needs, fully loving other people, and giving sacrificially.”

—DR. GELU PAUL-FAINA 
Founding pastor, Vox Domini Baptist (Multisite) Church, Romania 

President and founder, Churches with Global Impact 
National Director, Ambassadors for Christ Romania

“Oriented in the global landscape of poverty and impoverishment, John D. 
Barry’s Jesus’ Economy is biblically anchored and remarkably personal. His 
self-engaged ‘I-voice’ and narrative approach will appeal to audiences of all 
ages—‘to all who hope to make the world a better place.’ Captivating both 
in theme and writing style, Jesus’ Economy is a delightful read—informative 
and thought-provoking yet practical, providing pointers and directives for 
alleviating poverty both overseas and right where you live.”

—DR. BARBARA M. LEUNG LAI 
Research Professor of Old Testament, Tyndale University College & Seminary 

 Toronto, ON, Canada 
International trainer of missionaries 

Author, Glimpsing the Mystery: The Book of Daniel

“In Jesus’ Economy, with the passion that characterizes him, John Barry 
challenges us to revisit our commitment to the needy, from two fronts. 
First, through a compelling case, he invites us to study and follow Jesus’ 
dedication to the poor. Second, due to his broad experience in the field, 
he gives invaluable advice to those who are involved in—or looking to be 
involved in—ministries to the impoverished around the world.”

—DR. NELSON MORALES 
Professor of New Testament Studies, Seminario Teológico Centroamericano 

 Guatemala



“In Jesus’ Economy, John Barry presents two major theses: first, we cannot 
separate spiritual poverty and material poverty; second, the only way to 
solve the problem of poverty at its root is love. The first thesis implies that 
the people of God are uniquely equipped to help the poor of the world. The 
second thesis may sound a bit simplistic, but Barry gives ample examples 
that helping the poor must begin with a genuine personal relationship with 
those in need. Only love can empower the poor to stand on their own. 
Without genuine relationship, our works of charity may actually hurt the 
ones we want to help. The book also gives an interesting exegesis of Paul’s 
view on poverty, and offers much practical advice on how to help needy 
people in our communities. This book is written by someone with lots of 
experience in fighting poverty in the real world, and is a great manual for 
those who intend to fight poverty in their own neighborhood.”

—KIN YIP LOUIE 
Associate Professor, China Graduate School of Theology, Hong Kong 

Author, The Beauty of the Triune God

“Jesus’ Economy presents a powerful opportunity to bring about change 
in a broken world. I thank God for brave people like John Barry who 
follow God’s calling on His great mission. This book is about changing 
our mind-set on how best to alleviate poverty—moving from a segmented 
approach to a holistic one. To create an understanding of the depth of the 
needs we are dealing with, Barry cites a number of the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals and ‘fast facts,’ under such aims as ‘No Poverty,’ ‘Zero 
Hunger,’ and ‘Quality Education.’ Then Barry challenges us to lift the 
impoverished using Jesus’ economy (self-sacrifice) and His currency (love). 
This book is both Scripture-based and mindful of the reality of poverty 
today. It is a passionate appeal that seeks to ignite hope for progress, 
inspire a commitment to empower people entrenched in poverty, and offer 
practical ways to transform lives.”

—DR. SEBLEWONGEL ASRAT DENNEQUE 
Holistic Child Development department head and faculty member  

Evangelical Theological College 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia



“Jesus’ Economy is an honest, powerful, fact-based analysis of the reality 
of poverty in our times. It is also a strong, biblically grounded, pragmatic 
proposal for addressing the issue of poverty by the Christian community. 
What John Barry defines as ‘Jesus’ economy’ is a contemporary proposal 
for the extension of the kingdom’s most basic principles into contemporary, 
and mainly secular, cultures. Barry makes a persuasive theological case for 
active Christian involvement in response to poverty. A must-read for those 
who long for authentic ‘Your kingdom come’ transformation in our neigh-
borhoods and nations.”

—DR. DARIUSZ DAREK JARMOLA 
Founder, Go Global Ltd. 

Former Vice President and Director of Global Studies, Oklahoma Wesleyan University 
Past organizer and leader of humanitarian projects for various NGOs in Asia, Africa,  

Latin America, and Europe

“Jesus’ Economy…what a revelation! John Barry has nailed it. We have been 
full-time missionaries living and serving in Haiti for twenty-seven years, 
and we wish this book had been written when we first moved here. It would 
have saved us many heartaches and steered us in the right direction to help 
the poor. In poverty-stricken countries and areas, our hearts tell us to ‘give 
people a fish to eat’ as soon as possible. But this is not the whole answer. 
The answer is teaching them about Jesus, the great Fisherman, and then 
‘teaching them how to fish,’ to earn their living. We call this ‘food for life.’ 
They must all have Jesus, but they must also be given the dignity of having 
a job and depending on the Lord to help and guide them. This is the answer 
to world hunger and poverty. Awesome!”

—BOBBY AND SHERRY BURNETTE 
Founders and Directors, Love a Child, Inc. 

Coauthors, Love Is Something You Do

“In the context of the developing world, Jesus’ Economy translates the 
Scriptures into reality. John Barry shows that we must first live within the 
sacred text—allowing it to read us, examine us, bring life to us, and trans-
form us. It is here where we personally encounter God. In this way, with 
the biblical text as our interpretive lens, drawing us into communion with 
God, we can understand how to best eradicate poverty according to Jesus’ 
economy of sacrifice and love.”

—BISHOP PHILIPO MAFUJA MAGWANO 
Africa Inland Church, Tanzania



“John Barry’s Jesus’ Economy is a must-read for anyone who wants to make 
the world a better place by empowering the impoverished. Barry not only 
explains the issues of poverty, but he also offers long-term solutions for 
its alleviation, particularly in the developing world. He argues that lift-
ing the impoverished requires addressing their spiritual needs as well as 
their physical ones. It also requires a sustainable system of ‘creating jobs, 
planting churches, meeting basic needs, and training people.’ For Barry, 
such assistance is motivated by Jesus’ ‘currency of love.’ Jesus’ Economy has 
given me fresh ideas about what it means to help others, and will change 
my giving habits.”

—DR. XIAXIA E. XUE 
Assistant Professor of New Testament Studies, China Graduate School  

of Theology, Hong Kong 
Author, Paul’s Viewpoint on God, Israel, and the Gentiles in Romans 9–11
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100% of author’s proceeds go to the nonprofit  
Jesus’ Economy, to fuel the movement of creating jobs  

and churches in the developing world.

www.jesuseconomy.org

1-855-355-3266

Jesus’ Economy is an innovative 501(c)(3) non-profit, founded in 
2012. We believe that eliminating poverty in our world should 
happen at both the physical and spiritual level. That’s why we create 
holistic change in every partner community by simultaneously 
creating jobs, planting churches, and meeting basic needs. On 
JesusEconomy.org, you can shop fair trade from hundreds of 
artisans around the world, and give to the cause of your choice, 
such as church planting, empowering women, or providing clean 
water. 100% of your giving goes directly to your cause, every time.

Join the movement at JesusEconomy.org





To all who hope to make the world a better place.
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PROLOGUE: OPPORTUNITIES 
LIKE NEVER BEFORE

Jesus’ economy is based on self-sacrifice. Jesus’ currency is love. 

This idea changed my entire life.

•••
In 2012, my wife, Kalene, and I founded the international nonprofit 

Jesus’ Economy, dedicated to creating jobs and churches in the developing 
world. While we were studying the theory behind economic development 
strategies and spreading the vision to others, we felt God calling us to a 
deeper understanding of truly living the message. After years of prayer, we 
sold our house and nearly everything we owned, dedicating ourselves fully 
to spreading the gospel and alleviating poverty.

My story isn’t unique. Each of us is called, in some way, to an equally 
radical life change: to complete mental and spiritual transformation in 
Christ. According to Paul the apostle, we are to “die to self ” and put on our 
new selves in the likeness of God. (See Ephesians 4:17–31.)

This book is about living your story of self-sacrifice for the sake of the 
poor and hurting in the world and those yet to hear the name of Jesus. It is 
about renewing our lives in Christ. 

•••
All over the world, even in our own neighborhoods, there are people in 

need, both physically and spiritually. Jesus wants us to be a part of changing 
this reality. But how can we do that? 
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It was while sitting in front of theological books and the biblical text 
in its original languages that I gained a head-knowledge of the answers. 
But it was while working with the impoverished that I realized what those 
answers really meant.

The stories in this book do not come from full-time ministry. While 
writing this book, I had a full-time job as a chief editor and publisher for 
Logos Bible Software (now Faithlife Corporation), overseeing their original 
content publishing efforts. I was practicing ministry on the side of my day 
gig: as a chapel minister and treasurer for a homeless rescue shelter, as the 
president of a church plant, and eventually as the CEO and founder of the 
nonprofit Jesus’ Economy. That’s why I know the methods in this book are 
for all of us, no matter our vocation or calling. I have seen people transform 
lives at kitchen tables, in hospitals, on the street, in remote villages, on the 
Internet, in government offices, and anywhere else God has called them to 
be. We are missionaries wherever we are, no matter our title.

And while I certainly haven’t “arrived” spiritually, following Jesus 
into the unknown has meant everything to me. I want you to experience 
the wonder and blessing of following Jesus in a similar way. I want you 
to experience the authentic and biblical Jesus who is deeply challenging. 
I want you to meet the Jesus who calls us to live as part of an entirely 
different economy, one based on self-sacrifice.

Jesus gave up His life so that we can be resurrected with Him. Now, 
He calls us to do the same: give of ourselves for the impoverished, the mar-
ginalized, and the outsider; spread His message of love, freedom from sin, 
and the power to live a better life. 

It is through God’s leading that we are able to accomplish this work. 

God provides the resources we need to bring the gospel to the world, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts He gives. This means 
that all of our resources, time, and energy are ultimately a gift from 
God—a gift to be shared with others.

•••
I wrote this book because, as a publisher and as a minister, I saw 

a gap in the theology of poverty alleviation. I realized that the average 
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American doesn’t know what the Bible really says about poverty—or how 
Jesus approached it—and furthermore doesn’t know how to actually go 
about alleviating poverty in their own lives and in the lives of others. 

If you desire to show true compassion to the impoverished—and are 
ready to realize the ways you are impoverished too—this book is for you. 
If you want to see Jesus completely revolutionize the way you approach 
loving Him and others, this book is for you. If you want to see every last 
person on the planet experience the power of the resurrected Christ in 
every part of their life, you’re about to learn how—and it starts with you.

Faith in action is what it is all about. No matter what your cultural 
background or context, Jesus’ economy has implications for you. While 
the practical advice I offer has in view my particular context of the United 
States and Canada, the pattern I propose is intended to be applicable glob-
ally. This global application has been confirmed by Christian leaders from 
nearly every continent who have graciously read this book and suggested it 
be utilized in their contexts.

Join me and other Christians around the globe in learning to live Jesus’ 
economy. Together in Christ, we can transform our world.





PART ONE
The problem of poverty. How our world works.

And envisioning a better reality.
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YELLOW PAPER CROWNS

In a remote village in Bihar, India, I sat in a room surrounded by children 
wearing yellow paper crowns. They were princes and princesses in God’s 
kingdom, according to the missionaries who were speaking that day. 

I sat in the corner and tried to imagine what these kids were thinking. 
How could they believe that they were chosen or royalty, that they were truly 
loved by God, when the rest of their world told them a different narrative? 

They were going home to brick-and-mud houses with dung stuck on 
the wall to dry and be used for fuel. They had been abandoned by their 
own government—left without clean water until a partner organization 
of the nonprofit Jesus’ Economy drilled a well for their village. Some had 
been orphaned by parents who were forced to go elsewhere for work. Yet 
here they were, hearing the name of Jesus for the very first time and fully 
accepting that they were created in the image of God. That God loved and 
chose them. (See Genesis 1:26–27; John 3:16; Ephesians 1:4–5.)

In that moment, a sense of responsibility overwhelmed me. I realized 
that loving these children and their families meant not just giving them part 
of the good news of Jesus, but all of it—full spiritual and physical renewal. 
I could no longer just address their physical poverty through aid and relief 
or just their spiritual poverty through preaching the gospel. The two are 
intimately connected and must work together to bring about real change.

It took me years of training—studying how Jesus looks at the world—
to begin to understand how to accomplish this. It’s a learning process I’m 
still in (and always will be). As a Christian, you never really arrive. You’re 
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always in process, constantly learning to live by the terms of the living God. 
Yet, through Christ, we can accomplish everything He calls us to do.

In Bihar, there are over 101 million people who have never heard the 
name of Jesus—a practically unreached people group. But through the 
meeting of physical and spiritual needs, together as one holistic plan, things 
are changing.

I met a man in Bihar who had lived his entire life as a gang leader. 
An  indigenous church planter had a chance encounter with him and 
shared about the freedom and love of Jesus. The gang leader was intrigued. 
His life felt so dark and empty, and local religion couldn’t offer any hope for 
what he was feeling and experiencing. Before long, he decided to believe in 
Jesus. It changed his entire life. He went out into a field and buried his gun 
and knife. He dedicated his life to co-laboring for Jesus—working manual 
labor and spreading the word about Jesus whenever possible. 

This story reminds me of Isaiah 2:4: 

[God] shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes 
for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.  (esv)

This is the power and liberty of the gospel that is going forth around 
the world. Will you join in the movement? 
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WHAT DOES A BETTER WORLD 
LOOK LIKE TO YOU?

What does a better world look like to you? Truly loving people starts with 
prayer and discernment—learning what a better world looks like to God. 

Seeing things from God’s perspective is a process. It is the process of 
imagining what isn’t yet, but should be. When the author of Hebrews 
describes faith, this sort of language is used: “Now faith is the assurance 
of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1 esv). 
Hope itself rests firmly on what Jesus has accomplished and will accomplish 
in our world. This hope, when coupled with compassion and generosity, 
will produce true change.

If the future actually could look different than the trajectory humanity 
is currently on, what would you want it to look like?

I desire to see poverty alleviated, so that people can live freely and with 
purpose—so that they can accomplish good for others in the world. I long 
for Jesus to become a major part of people’s lives, because I know the dif-
ference He has made in my life and the lives of others. I want to watch 
transformation in Christ. I want to see entire communities renewed.

I believe that we have the opportunities and capabilities today to 
make this happen. I believe that Christ has given us—all of humanity—
the great gift of renewal through Him. We can roll out a strategy for 
community development that doesn’t change just one part of a person’s 
life, but their whole life. We, collectively, can overcome spiritual and 
physical poverty.
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Because…Hope Is Miraculous

The developing world is full of people with tenacity and strength who 
lack the resources to make their dreams reality. They need hope and some-
one to empower them to realize their dreams (and to dream with them). 
They need to see peace brought to their communities and to experience 
faith that can overcome adversity. 

The incredible thing about offering someone hope is that doing so also 
offers you hope. It makes you believe in what the person you’re empowering 
has yet to see. It changes the way you feel about the state of that person’s 
life and causes you to think about what hope God has in store for you. 
It gives you a small glimpse of God’s eternal perspective—you briefly see 
the connections He does: how He has used you to help someone else, and 
how He will likely use someone else to help you.

When we give of our time, money, or resources, we have the opportu-
nity to watch Jesus’ work in the world. 

I believe that Jesus—as the hope spoken of in Hebrews 11:1—has 
great opportunities in store for our generation. It is His work through the 
Spirit that the whole world is anticipating, whether we realize it or not. 

Because…Jesus Is Working Even Now

It is Jesus’ second coming that we wait for. But it is His work now that 
we live for. As Christians, we are convicted that Jesus was resurrected from 
death and is working even today. Sadly, many people wait a lifetime for the 
right opportunity to partner with Him. 

God is presenting us with life-changing opportunities right now. If we 
will simply look around, we will see them. If we will pray earnestly, we will 
recognize how awesome God is and how much work He is doing at this 
very moment.

God wants to use you for great things. Today is the day you can bring 
hope to those in need. Today is the day you can acknowledge that hope is 
something all people deserve. Hope is something we can bring to others in 
the name of Jesus—it ignites the power to dream.

What does a better world look like to you? What will you do to make 
your vision for a better world a reality?


