
What People Are Saying About Carol Burton McLeod 
and StormProof…

As a youth, a wise man told me that when choosing companions for life’s 
journey, I should look for those fellow “soldiers” who had dented armor. 
Those with shiny and pristine armor would be of little help when it came to 
navigating life’s battles. Carol McLeod is one of those valiant warriors with 
dented, scratched, and scuffed armor. If you are seeking advice on how to 
survive the storms of life, you’ve found someone who knows firsthand what 
it means to not just survive them, but also to exit them better in all the 
ways that really matter.

—Chris Busch 
CEO and President, LightQuest Media. Inc.

StormProof: Weathering Life’s Tough Times might just be Carol McLeod’s 
best work yet. Why? Because this woman of God knows a thing or two 
about storms, having thrived in the midst of some of the worst of life’s 
tempests. I believe this book was birthed from a place of authenticity and 
revelation about biblical storms. A must-read for every believer!

—Johnie Hampton 
CEO and President, Hampton Creative

Stormproof is a great reminder of God’s faithfulness through every life cir-
cumstance we encounter. As your spiritual meteorologist, Carol McLeod 
will give you a closer look at the eye of biblical storms so you can learn how 
to persevere through life’s downpours and be ignited with hope to see the 
rainbow at the end of them.

—Keri Cardinale 
Worship leader, author, and radio host



Carol McLeod reveals a triple-layered, foolproof way to not only survive 
life’s storms, but also prevail and pioneer the way for others into places 
and spaces of stability and destiny: she highlights powerful biblical stories, 
testifies of her own navigation in troubled waters, and offers appropriate 
challenges to the reader to be anchored in the face of his or her own cir-
cumstantial cyclones. Whether you have just emerged from a storm or are 
still in the middle of one, StormProof is a must to help you safely navigate 
through the inevitable, sometimes violent, storms of life. There is always a 
way through, no matter what. Carol clearly defines that way.

—Christy Christopher 
Author and speaker 

National Prayer Coordinator, Carol McLeod Ministries

We all have experienced storms in our lives. Maybe you are in the eye of 
one right now, hunkered down and wondering how you will survive. Well, 
as usual, we can count on Carol McLeod to show us that there is a way out. 
We don’t have to struggle through the waters alone, and the choices we 
make can keep us StormProof!

—Maggie John 
Host, 100 Huntley Street television program

Carol McLeod weaves her wealth of wisdom and disarming compassion 
throughout this must-have survival guide for weathering life’s storms. She 
offers rich insights and critical principles from stories in Scripture that 
both challenge and comfort us to trust in the God who calms our storms.

—Angela Donadio 
Author, Finding Joy When Life Is Out of Focus:  

Philippians—A Study for Joy-Thirsty Women



Most of us have been through a major life storm—or soon will be and 
just don’t know it yet. In Stormproof, Carol McLeod gives you more than a 
life preserver; she shows you how to exercise the kind of faith to help you 
metaphorically walk on water—and also rise above the waves and beyond 
the clouds. There’s no guarantee you will avoid the wind and whitecaps, 
but you can grow wiser and stronger as you weather whatever life throws 
your way.

—Anita Agers-Brooks 
Inspirational business/life coach and international speaker 

Award-winning author, Getting Through What You Can’t Get Over and 
Exceedingly: Spiritual Strategies for Living on Purpose, with Purpose, and for 

an Abundant Purpose 
Host, Tending Your Dreams podcast

Stormproof: Weathering Life’s Tough Times by Carol McLeod is a unique 
look at the storms described in the Bible in order to find comfort and 
encouragement as we face our own difficult days. Carol offers an explora-
tion of different storms and their causes, various ways to respond to them, 
and how all of this can be applied to our lives in a helpful way. There are 
penetrating questions encouraging us to cry out to God and allow the 
Comforter to minister to our hurting souls in times of trouble. This book 
delivers a guide to become “more captivated by the Savior than by the 
storm.” Hope and healing await all who read this compelling book.

—Kim Erickson 
Author, His Last Words and Sorrow & Survival: A Mother’s Guide 

(September 2019)

Stormproof is another beautiful reminder of God’s unending faithfulness to 
us, no matter what is going on around us. Carol examines the storms in the 
Bible and makes practical application to our lives. She brings the Word to 
life, enabling us to see that help is only a prayer away.

—Donna Russo 
Executive Director and CFO, Kingdom Bound Ministries



I picked up Carol McLeod’s book StormProof hours after a storm erupted 
in my life. Thankfully, God had been preparing me for it, but Carol’s sound 
teaching and convincing faith in God’s Word helped me stay grounded 
with wisdom and reminded me to set anchors of hope in His promises. If 
not for the comfort of God’s presence through the well-timed messages in 
this book, I could easily have felt flattened by the winds battering at my 
heart! Read this book if you are weary of fearing inevitable storms in your 
life. Read it if you not only want to survive your storms, but also grow 
stronger because of them. Read this book if you need assurance of God’s 
comfort in the midst of this world’s chaos!

—Heather DeJesus Yates 
Attorney, speaker, blogger, and author, All the Wild Pearls: A Guide for 

Passing Down Redemptive Stories

Like most people, I don’t enjoy storms, but after reading Carol McLeod’s 
book Stormproof: Weathering Life’s Tough Times, I am better equipped 
to weather any turbulence that interrupts the tranquility of my life. 
Resonating off each page is the victorious voice of my friend Carol, head 
held high, facing directly into any adverse winds, full of faith and hope. 
Her years of treasure hunting in the Word of God have equipped her to 
write this book, but its real power lies in the fact that she hasn’t simply 
studied hurricanes from the security of a safe harbor but has also expe-
rienced them as a sailor navigating the storms of life, with Jesus Christ 
Himself co-piloting her boat. This book will empower you to triumph in 
tough times.

—Faith Blatchford 
Author, Winning the Battle for the Night: God’s Plan for Sleep,  

Dreams and Revelation 
www.faithblatchford.com



Funny, thought-provoking, and filled with the love of Jesus, StormProof is 
another Carol McLeod masterpiece that will lead the reader into the heart 
of God. Carol takes us on a journey through Scripture, uncovering hidden 
nuances and truth gems she discovered only through her intimate relation-
ship with the Scripture’s Author. Stormproof is a must-read as we navigate 
the storms of life. It will help us come through each storm we encounter 
wiser, stronger, and more in love with Jesus.

—Pastor Melissa G. Bolden 
MBoldenMinistry 

Author, teacher, and international speaker

The storms of life will come, but with this book from Carol McLeod, we’re 
equipped to face the tempest. Using a foundation of solid biblical teaching 
and adding her own insight and personal experiences, McLeod has pre-
sented us with a wonderful gift. StormProof is a volume I’ll return to again 
and again.

—Edie Melson 
Speaker and author, Soul Care When You’re Weary and Maiden of Iron 

Social Media Director, Southern Writers magazine 
Author, The Write Conversation blog

It would be difficult for me to recommend anyone else more qualified by 
their life experiences than Carol McLeod to tell such biblical stories as 
Paul’s harrowing tale of being caught in a violent storm at sea. Indeed, a 
person doesn’t have much more to share with someone else than their own 
story. Carol’s story is one of perils, faith, faithfulness, and triumphs. The 
ship of her life should have been dashed on the rocks many times, but she 
clearly has her soul anchored to the hope that never fails. In StormProof: 
Weathering Life’s Tough Times, you will learn how your own soul can be 
bonded securely to Christ in the midst of any storm.

—Tim Cameron 
Speaker and author, The Forty-Day Word Fast and 40 Days Through the 

Prayers of Jesus



When life’s winds and waves overwhelm us, we ask: Is there a God? Does 
He love me? Am I significant in the universe? Having experienced both 
heartbreaking challenges and God’s life-giving presence, author Carol 
McLeod gently connects your heart to God’s grace-filled guidance with the 
assurance, “Everyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame” (Romans 
10:11 niv84).

—PeggySue Wells 
Best-selling author of twenty-eight books, including Bonding with Your 

Child Through Boundaries (with June Hunt), Rediscovering Your Happily 
Ever After, and Homeless for the Holidays (with Marsha J. Wright)

In life, storms will come—of this we can be certain. After the devastation 
of Hurricane Andrew, the state of Florida changed its building codes. In 
StormProof, Carol McLeod opens the biblical code book and wisely encour-
ages us to build a strong spiritual foundation by embracing and acting upon 
God’s Word. Be encouraged and full of hope—be StormProof.

—Suzanne Brooks Kuhn 
Author, speaker, and entrepreneur 

Founder, SuzyQ 
CEO and Chief Creative Officer, Brookstone Creative Group

Life’s storms are unexpected and leave us with a choice: to become bitter or 
better. Carol McLeod’s personal and practical book StormProof gives you 
the tools to prepare for any looming tempests you may face and to anchor 
your feet in faith so that you remain steady and confident in the midst 
of them. She provides simple steps to come through these storms victori-
ously—equipped and empowered as never before. This book is a raincoat 
of truth to don immediately in this season of your life or tuck away for the 
next rainfall, but every Christian needs it for protection from the storms 
of life!

—Erica Wiggenhorn 
Speaker and author, An Unexplainable Life Bible study series and The 

Unexplainable Church Bible study series



We live in a fallen, broken world, and at some point, we will all be touched 
by one of life’s storms. But that doesn’t have to mean we will get swept up 
and away, to live defeated and discouraged. On the contrary, in StormProof, 
Carol McLeod lovingly and wisely points us to the hope that exists in every 
life storm, encouraging us, guiding us, and offering us wisdom for how to 
keep our eyes on that hope—on Jesus. This book is a great reminder that 
we serve an all-powerful God, One who effortlessly walks on top of those 
stormy waves and keeps us from sinking beneath them. If you’re facing 
storms in life, I highly recommend this book. If you’re not currently facing 
any storms, I highly recommend this book—because it will help you pre-
pare for when they do come.

—Lynette Eason 
Award-winning, best-selling author, the Blue Justice series

Prepare to be “blown away” by Carol McLeod’s new book, StormProof. 
When life tries to sweep you off course, this engaging book will help you 
discover unexpected comfort, joy, and determination. You will see God’s 
goodness in the midst of your storm and His faithfulness in unwelcome 
conditions. Wow, don’t we all need that!

—John Mason 
Best-selling author of numerous books,  

including An Enemy Called Average

In StormProof: Weathering Life’s Tough Times, Carol McLeod helps us tri-
umphantly navigate the storms in life as she takes us on a voyage across 
the unpredictable oceans we often traverse. You will be encouraged and 
uplifted as Carol transparently shares her own journey and helps us to 
identify some of the purposes of our storms while teaching us how to 
respond to them. This new book by Carol is truly a must-read for anyone 
who has felt battered by life’s storms.

—Donna Sparks 
Author, Beauty from Ashes: My Story of Grace
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This book is lovingly and sincerely dedicated to:

Diane Marie Eick Phelps,

a lifetime friend and a woman who has survived the  

worst of life’s storms.

You have danced in the sunshine…been drenched by  

circumstantial downpours…been threatened by windy  

situations…and been attacked by the blinding blizzard  

of events.

But through it all, you have been faithful.

You have been a warrior.

You have been a worshipper.

You have kept your eyes on Jesus.

You have been StormProof.

You haven’t just weathered the tough times in life…you have 

rejoiced through them!

There is no one I would rather share an umbrella with than 

you,  

my friend.
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Foreword

As I write this foreword, our nation is reeling from the destruction 
of Hurricane Michael, which slammed into the Florida Panhandle with a 
vengeance in October 2018. News reports are filled with stories of rescuers 
still searching the rubble for survivors, of houses that were destroyed, and 
of trees that were leveled. People from the hardest-hit areas wonder if they 
will ever recover.

Similarly, various personal storms in our lives often leave us devas-
tated and wondering if we’ll ever be able to bounce back. Carol McLeod 
knows this place of devastation and depression. But when I think of who 
Carol is, two words come to mind: steady and strong. She’s been through 
some of the toughest personal storms an individual can endure—losing 
babies, battling cancer, facing financial difficulty, and a host of other 
trials. Most of us would have collapsed under such hardship and quite 
possibly ditched our faith. Yet, through every storm, Carol has remained 
steady and strong.
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Over the years, as I have watched her life, Carol has reminded me of 
the person described by the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah:

But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is 
in him. They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out 
its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves 
are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never 
fails to bear fruit.  —Jeremiah 17:7–8 niv 

How does Carol remain steady and strong?

The answer to that question lies in the book you’re about to read. Carol 
has rooted herself deeply in God’s Word and spent much time in His pres-
ence praising Him. Praise was her mantra even on the most difficult days. 
As a result, her roots have held her steady and strong—not only during 
seasons of drought, but also when the hurricane and tornado winds have 
blown.

Friend, the truth is that storms will blow (and probably already have 
blown) into your life as well. The question is, how firm will you remain? 
Will your roots hold you steady? As you read this profound book, you will 
not find pious platitudes or pithy solutions. What you will find are truths 
that are rooted deeply in God’s Word and will stand the storms of time.

Before you begin reading, I want to suggest that you pray, “Lord Jesus, 
help me to learn from Carol how to have my roots sink firmly into Your 
Word. Show me what it looks like to stormproof my life so that I might 
remain steady and strong throughout every gale. Use this book in a pro-
found way in my life, I pray!”

—Becky Harling 
Author, The 30-Day Praise Challenge, How to Listen so People Will Talk, 

and Who Do You Say That I Am?
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Introduction:  
The Shelter of God’s Presence

What storm has blown into your life lately? Are you—or is someone 
you love—suffering from the trauma of plans that have been washed away, 
relationships that have been uprooted, or security that has been devastated?

Rather than being destroyed by this tempest, what if you allowed the 
disturbance to increase your capacity for rapid growth and fulfilling your 
destiny in God? Instead of suffering for years after the comprehensive 
wreckage that a vicious whirlwind in life inflicts, what if you allowed that 
same storm to clear out unnecessary undergrowth, weeds, and blockages 
in your life?

The sobering truth is that no storm leaves you the way it found you. 
You will either grow stronger due to lessons learned in the storm or you 
will become weaker due to the ferocious winds you have encountered. 
After digging deeply into the Word of God, I believe that there is a way—a 
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triumphant way—to encounter the fierce gales of life and then exit those 
tempests with strength, resilience, and joy. There is a definitive way to walk 
through the most devastating of circumstances and emerge with grace and 
hope, empowered for the future. There is a way to be StormProof!

I am a storm survivor. More than that, I am a storm overcomer—having 
contended with depression, infertility, and cancer and yet having emerged 
stronger in faith and deeper in my love for God. Everyone encounters 
storms while living this side of heaven’s placid shores. They are a common 
occurrence in every season of our lives. No one is immune to situational 
squalls, relational disturbances, or circumstantial blizzards. However, 
for a believer in Christ, the damage such storms cause can be contained, 
depending on how we navigate their tumultuous waves.

There are promises in the Bible that will enable you to find protec-
tion in the safest and most secure shelter in all of eternity. That place is in 
God’s presence, and His presence alone. I believe with my whole heart that 
God has good plans for you and that His sweet presence offers peaceful 
restitution for your life on the “after” side of the storm. Knowing we have 
been promised His presence, we then must ask ourselves: “What should a 
believer do during a stormy season in life?” “Is it really possible to outlast 
an unremitting storm with determination and joy?”

Storms in the Bible
To answer these questions, StormProof takes a fascinating and 

focused look at storms from a scriptural perspective. Together, we will go 
storm-chasing through the pages of the greatest Book ever written, observ-
ing various biblical tempests and how they may have impacted those who 
were caught up in them.

You will step out of the boat to walk the waves with Peter, knowing 
that Jesus always comes to be with you in the midst of your storms; you 
will be rocked aboard a wind-driven ship with the apostle Paul, in danger 
of being smashed against the rocks, but be preserved by God’s power; you 
will watch the gathering storm clouds with Noah, holding on to faith in 
God’s purposes. You will also experience Jonah’s self-inflicted tempest 
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while affirming God’s unconditional love, sit in silence with Job and 
ponder his questions about the greatest storm of testing, and huddle with 
the disciples as their boat is swamped by surging waves—only to hear 
Jesus’s eternal words, “Peace, be still.” You will also hear about storms 
of harsh circumstances that others from recent history have encountered 
and overcome.

As I studied these storms, I realized that the lessons the biblical figures 
learned from the horrific blasts they experienced—either through their 
righteous responses or their seriously mistaken reactions—had teaching 
potential for those of us who are serving Christ in the twenty-first century. 
The storms recorded in the Bible are not just ancient stories; they hold 
practical application for storm-weary travelers today.

For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our 
instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement 
of the Scriptures we might have hope.  —Romans 15:4

In StormProof, we will gaze from the grandstand of history, exiting 
each storm with a heavenly perspective concerning the necessary prepara-
tion for, the inherent power of, and the remaining purpose of, that storm. 
After observing the tempests that are chronicled in the Bible, you will find 
both wise solutions and everyday answers for how to always remain in a 
place of safety and protection during difficulties. Yet even beyond safety 
and protection, you will see that the Bible promises a vibrant comeback for 
any child of the King who encounters an unexpected whirlwind.

I believe that the Holy Spirit placed each storm story in the Bible so we 
could learn to persevere, be encouraged, and have hope. What an exciting 
possibility!

Storm Queries and Answers
Still, it is often hard for many people to reconcile the fact that God 

allows such storms in our lives. Even a Christian of bold faith might be 
tempted to ask a question or two when tornadic conditions are spotted 
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on the horizon of life. Many believers have been known to query, “God! 
Where are You in this storm?” Others may even have the sincere audacity 
to interrogate God with this accusatory cross-examination: “God, why did 
You send this storm into my life?” My prayer is that this book will answer 
these questions with hopeful and faith-filled theology and with the eternal 
wisdom that is found only in the Word of God.

We must recognize that not only does a storm have the power to intro-
duce us to God, but it also has the capacity to introduce us to ourselves! 
When you are caught in a vicious downpour of circumstances, people, and 
events, you will discover exactly who you are and what you believe.

To me, the saddest aftermath of a violent storm is when a Christian 
loses their way in life. Storms often test the faith and peace of the storm-
tossed victim, so that they come out of the ordeal weary and undone, with 
no discernible direction. I pray that, in every chapter of this book, you will 
find strength and joy to help you stay on track spiritually—or, if you have 
lost your way, to find the route back to your loving heavenly Father.

Uncommon Comfort
I have divided StormProof into seven parts, with each section covering 

a specific storm in the Bible. Each part is then divided into manageable 
chapters. The storms are not given in chronological order of their appear-
ance in the Bible but, rather, in an order that I thought would be most 
advantageous to understand and learn from. So, don’t allow the sequence 
of the storm presentations to throw you; instead, just soak in the lessons 
from each tempest.

This book is meant to be a weather forecaster, an umbrella, a com-
pass, and a storm shelter for you. Ultimately, StormProof presents the 
uncommon comfort that is available only from biblical principles—
offering the shelter of faith, hope, and love. The Bible does, indeed, pos-
sess an umbrella of protection for any storms looming on the horizon of 
your life. As a believer in Jesus Christ, you are able to access the hiding 
place that is found by those who are more captivated by the Savior than 
by the storm.
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Finally, my prayer is that by studying the simple yet timely principles 
presented in these pages, you will begin to realize that a storm doesn’t have 
to be your worst moment; instead, it can be your finest hour.

Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and he brought 
them out of their distress. He stilled the storm to a whisper; the 
waves of the sea were hushed. They were glad when it grew calm, 
and he guided them to their desired haven. Let them give thanks to 
the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for man-
kind.  —Psalm 107:28–31 niv





PART ONE

Remember the Last Miracle
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ONE

The Calm Before the Storm

Most stories in life don’t really begin at their beginning—at least, not 
at what we might identify as the beginning. The beginning could probably 
be defined as “the particular time when something noticeable happens or 
changes.” Instead, often, events converge and build to create “beginnings.” 
The same applies to storms. There are facts, events, and details related to 
a storm that precede its actual occurrence, and these may determine its 
ferocity and impact. Consider how atmospheric conditions shift prior to 
an ominous storm, and how they often determine the strength and length 
of the tempest, the temperature fluctuations involved, and the potential 
damage it may inflict.

The “calm before the storm” is one of those atmospheric changes that 
has a parallel in our personal and professional lives. It is often deceiving 
and can unfortunately lead us into a state of complacency—right before 
we are hit by one of the biggest blasts of our life! Such was the case in the 
following account, which has become one of the most famous “storm sto-
ries” in Bible history. That is why, before we study this particular storm, 
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we should examine the events that happened immediately prior to it. Of 
course, I could just tell you the story of the storm itself and leave the previ-
ous events untold. But then you would lack that proverbial (and resound-
ing) “rest of the story” that is vital to understanding its significance for us 
today. The Holy Spirit has woven that significance into the biblical record 
so that people of all succeeding generations might understand its timeless 
meaning.

To begin before the beginning of the storm story, we must witness the 
miracle that preceded the tempest. I can guarantee you that observing the 
spiritual atmosphere that ushered this storm into human experience will 
be captivating.

It’s Not About Me

Now when Jesus heard about John [the Baptist], He withdrew 
from there in a boat to a secluded place by Himself; and when the 
people heard of this, they followed Him on foot from the cities.   
 —Matthew 14:13

To set the scene here, Jesus had just received the news that His cousin 
and childhood companion, John, had been senselessly murdered. He 
needed a place of seclusion and solitude to process the human pain of loss 
and grieve the life of His dear friend and ministry coworker. But He could 
not get away by Himself even in this time of tragedy. The crowds were able 
to sniff Him out and discover the location of His quiet place.

When He went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion 
for them and healed their sick.  —Matthew 14:14

This verse clearly demonstrates the heartfelt concern for others that 
Jesus lovingly chose to embrace at this moment of pain. He had wanted 
to be alone because He was in mourning, but mercy triumphed over grief. 
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Jesus knew that even during one of His life’s darkest hours, He was on 
planet earth to heal the lives of broken and diseased people.

Exercising mercy will always lead to loving and compassionate minis-
try, while giving reign to selfishness will often drive us to seclusion. There 
comes a time during our dark days of grief and mourning when we must 
lay aside our solitude and reach out to others. God cares about people—
this message never changes. Jesus, the Son of God, made the most of every 
opportunity, even when, in His humanity, He yearned to spend time alone 
with His Father. If you are desperate for a personal miracle, you might 
start by putting aside your own feelings and interests in order to reach out 
in compassion and mercy to others who are needy.

When someone is in pain, don’t just talk…listen with your heart.

When someone has a need…meet it.

When someone is sick…pray for them and take them a meal.

Facts, Faith, and Future

When it was evening, the disciples came to [Jesus] and said, “This 
place is desolate and the hour is already late; so send the crowds 
away, that they may go into the villages and buy food for them-
selves.”  —Matthew 14:15

The disciples were just so human, weren’t they? They definitely were 
not chosen to be disciples due to their giant faith or all-consuming compas-
sion; these boys had so much to learn!

The disciples began this confrontation with Jesus by telling Him 
where He was—as if Jesus had not yet recognized the fact that He was in 
a “desolate” place! And then, this naive band of brothers informed the One 
who had left eternity and entered willingly into the limitations of time that 
the minutes were ticking by. They told Jesus, the living Word of God, who 
participated in creation as His Father flung the sun, moon, and stars into 
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place, that the hour was getting late. Time was God’s idea, yet these micro-
managers were compelled to point out the obvious.

It was like telling Einstein that 2 + 2 = 4.

It was akin to showing Beethoven where middle C is on the piano.

It was similar to instructing Rembrandt in how to draw a stick figure.

And finally, these brilliant specimens of humanity told God, who was 
living among them in the flesh, how to handle a difficult situation. The 
God who has plans for our welfare and not for our calamity (see, for exam-
ple, Jeremiah 29:11) didn’t need the advice of a motley group who walked 
by sight and not by faith! (See 2 Corinthians 5:7.)

The disciples were focused on their lack—what they did not have—
rather than on who was with them! They were fact-oriented, but Jesus 
always calls His disciples out of the temporal facts of a situation and into 
a place of faith in His character and in His power to demonstrate eternal 
realities. The disciples were consumed by their circumstances, while Jesus 
was consumed by the Father’s compassion for the multitudes who had 
come to listen to, and receive from, His life-giving words.

In effect, what these assertive and thoughtless young men were saying 
to Jesus was this: “You have preached and ministered way too long today. 
We are going to have a hungry mob on our hands!”

Due to the atmospheric conditions they faced, the disciples were par-
alyzed by the situation and began to be critical about what they saw with 
their natural eyes. When well-meaning disciples of Jesus Christ—in any 
era of history—decide to walk by sight and not by faith, it will cause them 
to become frustrated with the Lord; then, often, these misguided disciples 
will begin to tell Jesus what to do. But, believe me…God does not need our 
advice. Telling Jesus what to do and apprising Him of situations and cir-
cumstances is just not necessary. The God of creation does not need your 
personal weather forecast!

The disciples had chosen to walk by sight; but Jesus, walking by faith, 
saw what they had missed—He saw the makings of an exciting miracle.
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It did not matter that the hour was late and there was no fast-food 
restaurant on the corner. What mattered to Jesus in that moment was 
an opportunity to demonstrate the compassion and power of God. If you 
long for a demonstration of heaven’s power, then don’t look at what you 
have or don’t have. Look at what God has. Don’t look at where you are. Look 
at who is with you. Don’t tell God what “time” it is. Live from an eternal 
perspective.

You can choose whether to walk by faith or by sight regardless of the 
threatening storm that looms on the horizon of your life. You can choose 
faith or you can choose to panic; you can choose to trust the Father to pro-
tect you or you can choose to spout negativity. You choose.

God’s Opinion

But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away; you give 
them something to eat!”  —Matthew 14:16

Jesus rarely agrees with our human answers to difficult and challeng-
ing situations. You should never expect Him to agree with your human 
appraisal of events, because He simply does not look at life the way most 
human beings do. Most of us see only the frustrations, while God sees 
only His answers to our frustrations. Yet, tapping into the wisdom of 
God, Jesus decided to include these faithless, fact-filled men in the answer 
to this dilemma of lack. He could have provided the necessary food with-
out them, but He chose to involve them in the miracle. Jesus is still doing 
the very same thing today, nearly two thousand years later. He is still 
inviting faithless, fact-filled men and women to partner with Him in the 
miraculous.

If you are dealing with a situation that is rife with lack and poverty, 
begin to give yourself away to others. Giving is where the miracle always 
begins. If you face a storm today, remind yourself of these words that God 
spoke to Abraham thousands of years ago: “I will bless you,…and so you 
shall be a blessing [to others]” (Genesis 12:2).
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“Only” Is Not in Heaven’s Dictionary

They said to Him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.”   
 —Matthew 14:17

The disciples were able to produce “only five loaves and two fish,” which 
a young “lad” in the crowd had brought with him. (See John 6:8–9.) 
However, the word only is not in Jesus’s vocabulary. It never has been and 
never will be. He does not know what an “only” is because He is the God 
of abundance. Only is the word of humanity, while abundant is the word 
of divinity. When you allow Jesus to be involved in your life, you can trust 
that every “only” that you face is certain to be touched by the miracle of 
His abundance.

And [Jesus] said, “Bring them here to Me.”  —Matthew 14:18

Bring all of your “onlys” to Jesus and wait with grand anticipation as 
you discover what will happen when He touches an “only” with His abun-
dance. “Only” is merely enough to feed one young boy, but when “only” 
is touched by Jesus, it becomes enough to feed a ravenous, frustrated, 
demanding, and tired mob!

Three Keys to a Miracle

Ordering the people to sit down on the grass, [Jesus] took the five 
loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward heaven, He blessed 
the food, and breaking the loaves He gave them to the disciples, 
and the disciples gave them to the crowds.  —Matthew 14:19

In this amazing verse, we find three keys to a miracle that reinforce the 
insights we have been gleaning from this storm story. Watching the life, 
hearing the words, and imitating the actions of Jesus on this particular day 
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are what it takes to participate in a miracle at a moment of frustration and 
lack:

1. Look up!
You will never partner with Jesus in a miracle if you see only what is in 

your hands. You must set your gaze on heaven’s power and remind yourself 
that there is a God who does, indeed, intervene in the affairs of human 
beings. There is a God who is more than enough in any of your life situa-
tions. There is a God!

2. Bless!
As you partner with Jesus in bringing a touch of heaven to earth, begin 

to pray and give thanks. Worship with your whole heart, knowing that 
God is well able to match His abundance with your “only,” resulting in a 
miracle. Worship is the petri dish where miracles are conceived, and wor-
ship stimulates the atmosphere where miracles thrive and grow!

3. Start to Give!
Generosity is the fertilizer for a miracle conceived in the soil of wor-

ship. A miracle is not about what you have or do not have at your disposal 
to selfishly keep and hoard; instead, a miracle is about what you choose 
to give. When you decide to give what has been placed in your hands, 
you reveal the heart and character of God—and a miracle may be only 
moments away.

It is clear that Jesus deeply desired not just to perform a miracle for the 
people, but also to have the disciples be actual contributors to that mira-
cle. He wanted to release them from the limited mind-set of walking by 
sight. Likewise, if all you are doing is reciting your problems, you will never 
experience the miraculous. You must partner with God in lavish giving 
if you desire to watch the miracle begin with what is in your own hands. 
Those “greater works” (John 14:12) that Jesus promised we would do will be 
merely an elusive and hoped-for dream unless we choose to give away what 
we already have.
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Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a 
good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running over. 
For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in 
return.  —Luke 6:38

I have learned the tender yet enormous truth that there are three dis-
tinct impossibilities in the life of a believer:

1. You will never be able to out-love God.

2. You will never be able to out-dream God.

3. You will never be able to out-give God.

Achieving any of these is humanly impossible. But when we love God 
and are intent on living abundantly in Christ, we will try to do all three out 
of our devotion to Him! It is when we endeavor to out-love, out-dream, and 
out-give God that our lives display a rich and rare abundance that most 
people can only imagine.

I dare you to try it—then watch the miracle that will take place in your 
very own hands, in front of your very own eyes. Spend the rest of your life 
trying with all of your might to out-love, out-dream, and out-give God!

“All”!

And they all ate and were satisfied. They picked up what was left 
over of the broken pieces, twelve full baskets.  —Matthew 14:20

Do not make the sad mistake of reading this spectacular verse only as 
history. Read it personally. Read it enthusiastically! Let’s look at the verse 
again, allowing its truth to sink into the empty places in our lives:

And they all ate and were satisfied. They picked up what was left 
over of the broken pieces, twelve full baskets.
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What! Are you kidding me? Surely you jest, dear Holy Spirit! These 
fact-chained boys did not merely hand out hors d’oeuvres to the crowd. 
They did not offer only a meager lunch of peanut butter and jelly sand-
wiches. This was a bona fide, miraculous, Thanksgiving feast. There 
would be leftovers for days—all because Jesus was there. Note that there 
were twelve basketfuls of food left over, one for each of the twelve disci-
ples. Perhaps Jesus smiled as He handed one full basket to each of His 
astounded disciples and made the miracle personal for them. Let’s imagine 
what He might have said.

To the disciple who was a former tax collector: “Matthew, just try to 
count what is left over in these baskets!”

To the disciple whose would later become known for his doubts about 
Jesus’s resurrection: “Thomas, can you believe it? Leftovers!”

To the disciple who would later declare through the Father’s revelation 
that Jesus is the Messiah: “Peter, what does this miracle say about who I 
really am?”

To the disciple whose life would become infused with the theme of 
God’s love: “John, see this demonstration of My abundant love for all 
people!”

A Gargantuan Blessing

There were about five thousand men who ate, besides women and 
children.  —Matthew 14:21

Theologians and historians believe there may have been as many as 
twenty thousand people there that day who were fed on five little rolls of 
no significant size and two dried-up fish. May I just remind you again that 
if you are only looking at what is in your hand (in your life), you will expe-
rience continual frustration and frequent fear. However, if you will look up 
to heaven, if you will choose to worship the great I Am, and if you are deter-
mined to be extravagant in your giving, the blessings that will come back 
to you will be gargantuan! There will be no way to measure the enormous 
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miracle that will occur, because there will be leftovers in abundance. The 
miracle is never found in the size of the loaf—it is always found in the 
power of the Lord who is with you.

“The most incredible thing about miracles is  

that they happen.”

—G. K. Chesterton


