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“Since the days before Pentecost, has the whole church 
ever put aside every other work, and waited upon Him 

for ten days, that that power might be manifested?  
Has there not been a cause of failure here? We have given 
too much attention to methods, and to machinery, and to 

resources, and too little to the source of power,  
the filling with the Holy Ghost.” 

—Hudson Taylor

“The Spirit is the first power we practically experience, 
but the last power we come to understand.”  

—Oswald Chambers

“We must be careful not to choose, but to let God’s Holy 
Spirit manage our lives; not to smooth down and explain 

away, but to stir up the gift and allow God’s Spirit to  
disturb us and disturb us and disturb us until we yield 
and yield and yield and the possibility in God’s mind 

for us becomes an established fact in our lives, with the 
rivers in evidence meeting the need of a dying world.” 

—Smith Wigglesworth
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PREFACE

Welcome to a celebration of Pentecost! For far too long, 
Pentecost has been sorely deemphasized on Protestant church cal-
endars after all the concentration spent on Christmas and Easter. 
Surely, those two celebrations are important observations of the 
incarnation and sacrifice that God endured to save His creation. 
But of no less importance is the event that marked the arrival of 
the Holy Spirit, when God breathed and mankind received His 
divine presence within their souls. If Christmas is “God with us” 
and Easter is “God died for us,” then surely Pentecost is “God 
within us, always.”

It is the Holy Spirit who instated the Church Age. It is the 
Holy Spirit who inspired the writing of God’s Word, the Bible. 
And it is the Holy Spirit who continues to fall on believers, 
empowering them for ministry and confirming His work with 
signs, miracles, and wonders.

This was especially evident with the Pentecostal revival of the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, a movement of the 
Spirit that continues through this day. Early evangelical pioneers 
in church history like John Wesley, Charles Finney, R. A. Torrey, 
and D. L. Moody recognized the power of the Holy Spirit to con-
vict sinners and bring them to Christ. But it was in the lives and 
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ministries of men like Smith Wigglesworth, Andrew Murray, John 
G. Lake, and Derek Prince, as well as women like Aimee Semple 
MacPherson and Maria Woodworth-Etter, that a new manifes-
tation of the Spirit began to emerge and spread. The Welsh and 
Azusa Street revivals, led by men like William Seymour, became 
catalysts that birthed a new expression of worship and a minis-
try emphasis on the use of spiritual gifts that included miraculous 
healings, speaking in tongues, prophetic declarations, and even the 
raising of the dead. The legacy of these early Pentecostal pioneers 
continues to this day.

Pentecost occurred fifty days after Jesus’s resurrection. The 
fifty devotional readings in the Tongues of Fire Devotional is 
a rare collection of works by the leaders of the charismatic and 
Pentecostal movement, both historical and contemporary. We 
hope that celebrating the fifty days in anticipation of Pentecost 
will keep the old teachings alive, reveal how their legacies are being 
carried on today, and inspire the Holy Spirit-filled spiritual leaders 
of tomorrow. May it bring you a fresh encounter with the Holy 
Spirit, God within you.

—Whitaker House
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INTRODUCTION:  
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PENTECOST

DEREK PRINCE
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rush-

ing mighty wind, and it filled the house where they were 
sitting. Then there appeared to them cloven tongues like as 

of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, 

as the Spirit gave them utterance.  
—Acts 2:2–4

During the day of Pentecost, there were one hundred and twen-
ty-four believers waiting in an upper room. These men and women 
were praying to the Lord, until they came to the place where they 
were all of one accord. 

After the Holy Spirit was poured out on these believers, 
people gathered around, drawn by “sounds from heaven.” They 
heard these unlearned Galileans speaking perfectly and flawlessly 
in other languages. The crowd—filled with people from various 
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regions and nations—knew that these men and women didn’t 
know all those languages. Yet all those gathered were able to 
understand the wonderful works of God that were being declared 
in their own tongues. 

Of course, the question arose, “Whatever could this mean?” 
Some people mocked them and said they were drunk, but Peter 
stood up and answered them: 

Men of Judea and all you that dwell at Jerusalem, let this 
be known to you, and harken to my words: for these are not 
drunken, as you suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the 
day. But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 
And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, I will pour 
out of My Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daugh-
ters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and 
your old men shall dream dreams: and on My servants and on 
My handmaidens I will pour out in those days My Spirit; and 
they shall prophesy: and I will show wonders in heaven above, 
and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapor of 
smoke: the sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon 
into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come: 
and it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.  (Acts 2:14–21)

Peter, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, immediately referred 
to the prophecy found in the second chapter of the book of Joel. 
This divine inspiration is one of the remarkable incidents that 
happened on the day of Pentecost. Until that time, the apostles 
had a very limited, and sometimes unclear, understanding of the 
Scriptures. Many times, Jesus had to explain to them what they 
could not comprehend from His teachings. But the moment the 
Holy Spirit came upon them, the apostles’ grasp of the Scriptures 
dramatically changed. This baptism by the Spirit enabled Peter to 
stand up and give the sermon that is recorded in the book of Acts.  
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I want to relate segments of Peter’s sermon to their prophetic 
relevance for our present day. Peter said: “And it shall come to pass 
in the last days, says God, I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh: 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions…: I will pour out in those days of My Spirit; and they 
shall prophesy.”

Please note a factor revealed in these verses that is particu-
larly relevant to our current society. That factor is the tremendous 
emphasis on young people. Out of the four groups specified in 
Acts 2:17, three are specifically young people—“your sons,” “your 
daughters,” and “your young men.” This is not an accident. I believe 
we are currently looking at a situation that may never have hap-
pened before in history: young people make up the majority of our 
population.

We need to recognize that there will be special satanic pres-
sures and evil forces directed against these young people. But God 
has given provision for His young people through the fullness of 
the Holy Spirit. Every Christian young person needs the indwell-
ing of the Holy Spirit to survive these latter days.

For those who have been taught that the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit was only for a certain limited time during the early 
church age, I want to remind you that Peter said, “In the last 
days….” Let me ask you this question: Have we gone beyond the 
“last days”? If it was the last days when Peter spoke, how much 
further along are we in the last days today? 

Thus, if there were supernatural manifestations of the Holy 
Spirit then, how much more are we to expect them now? Not how 
much less, but how much more. The Scripture specifically says, “In 
the last days…I will pour out of My Spirit…. Your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions.” There 
is no interpretation of this verse that suggests these signs were only 
for the early church and are therefore out-of-date for today. This 
mind-set goes directly contrary to the plain statement of Scripture. 
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I believe by looking at the original prophesy of Joel, we can 
better understand Peter’s statements. 

Be glad then, you children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord 
your God; for He has given you the former rain moderately, 
and He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former 
rain, and the latter rain in the first month.  (Joel 2:23)

Please notice that this prophecy leads to the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit. It is perfectly clear we have scriptural authority for 
saying that the rain mentioned here is a metaphor for the Holy 
Spirit. According to Joel, the rains are divided up into two out-
pourings—the former rain and the latter (or the last) rain. This 
description is the key to understanding the application of this 
prophecy to the days in which we live.

The promise of the former rain to God’s people was fulfilled 
on the day of Pentecost. This first outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
according to Scripture, lasted between one to two centuries. It is 
recorded in the book of Acts, and elsewhere, with demonstrations 
of supernatural signs, manifestations, and power. 

Then the former rain dried up, and we entered into the winter 
season—when rain falls, but only from time to time in scattered 
places. This is true of church history, in which we discover there 
was no stoppage of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. From time 
to time, in different places and in different areas, the Holy Spirit 
would manifest in certain groups of people with evidence of signs 
and miracles following. 

We continue through the winter season until we come to the 
Passover month, or what corresponds to the first month. This is 
the new beginning and the latter (or the last) rain. What is God 
going to do with the latter rain? Joel 2:23 speaks about the former 
rain, and then verse 25 says, “I will restore to you the years that the 
locust has eaten.” This outpouring of the latter rain will restore to 
God’s people what has been lost to them over the past centuries.
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What is our next step after this restoration? We find the 
answer to this question in Jeremiah 5:24:

Let us now fear the Lord our God, that gives rain, both the 
former and the latter, in His season: He reserves to us the 
appointed weeks of the harvest. 

The Lord has given the latter rain for the harvest, for the 
ingathering of souls, which is the consummation of God’s pur-
poses in the earth. When the harvest comes, it is for a short period 
of time—an urgent period of time. It is the busiest time of the 
year for those involved. The Lord says that He has reserved to us 
the appointed weeks, a short period of time, for this harvest of 
souls. We cannot delay, we cannot postpone, and we cannot say it 
doesn’t suit us to do this now. Why? After this harvest, the Lord 
will return. James 5:7–8 says: 

Be patient therefore, brethren, to the coming of the Lord. 
Behold, the husbandman waits for the precious fruit of the 
earth, and has long patience for it, until he receive the early 
and latter rain. Be you also patient; establish your hearts: for 
the coming of the Lord draws near. 

After the latter rain comes the harvest. According to James, 
this harvest is connected to the coming of the Lord. This outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain is the greatest indication 
that the Lord Jesus is ready to come back. 

In closing, let me ask you a few personal questions. Where 
do you stand on this matter? Will you decide to receive the only 
power that will enable a Christian to endure in these last days? 
Will you be part of the last great harvest? May it be said of those 
who are, “These are the ones who have turned the world upside 
down.” (See Acts 17:6.) 
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DAY 1

THE FULLNESS OF THE SPIRIT

SMITH WIGGLESWORTH
In those days will I pour out My Spirit.  

—Joel 2:29

God wants you to be so balanced in spiritual anointing that you 
will always be able to do what pleases Him, and not what will 
please other people or yourself. The ideal must be that it will all 
be to edification, and everything must go to this end to please the 
Lord.

“Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that 
you may prophesy” (1 Corinthians 14:1). When someone came to 
Moses and said that there were two others in the camp prophesy-
ing, Moses said, “Would God that all the Lord’s people were proph-
ets, and that the Lord would put His spirit upon them!” (Numbers 
11:29). That is a clear revelation along these lines that God wants 
us to be in such a spiritual, holy place that He could take our words 
and so fill them with divine power that we would speak only as the 
Spirit leads in prophetic utterances.
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Beloved, there is spiritual language, and there is also human 
language, which always stays on the human plane. The divine 
comes into the same language so that it is changed by spiritual 
power and brings life to those who hear you speak. But this divine 
touch of prophecy will never come in any way except through the 
infilling of the Spirit.

If you wish to be anything for God, do not miss His plan. 
God has no room for you on ordinary lines. You must realize that 
within you, there is the power of the Holy Spirit, who is forming 
within you everything you require.

I believe we have too much preaching and too little testifying. 
You will never have a living Pentecostal church with a preacher 
who, every night, is preaching, preaching, preaching. The people 
get tired of this constant preaching, but they never get tired when 
the whole place is on fire, when twenty or more jump up at once 
and will not sit down until they testify. So remember, you must 
awaken out of your lethargy.

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out My 
Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men 
shall see visions: and also upon the menservants and upon the 
handmaidens in those days will I pour out My Spirit.   
 (Joel 2:28–29)

This was spoken by the prophet Joel, and we know that this is 
what occurred on the Day of Pentecost. This was the first outpour-
ing of the Spirit, but what would it be like now if we would only 
wake up to the words of our Master, “Greater works than these shall 
[you] do; because I go to My Father” (John 14:12)?

Hear what the Scripture says to us: “However when He, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not 
speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak” 
(John 16:13). The Holy Spirit is inspiration; the Holy Spirit is 
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revelation; the Holy Spirit is manifestation; the Holy Spirit is 
operation. When a man comes into the fullness of the Holy Spirit, 
he is in perfect order, built up on scriptural foundations.

I have failed to see any man understand the twelfth, thir-
teenth, and fourteenth chapters of 1 Corinthians unless he had 
been baptized with the Holy Spirit. He may talk about the Holy 
Spirit and the gifts, but his understanding is only a superficial one. 
However, when he gets baptized with the Holy Spirit, he speaks 
about a deep, inward conviction by the power of the Spirit working 
in him, a revelation of that Scripture. On the other hand, there is 
so much that a man receives when he is born again. He receives the 
first love and has a revelation of Jesus. “But if we walk in the light, as 
He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).

But God wants a man to be on fire so that he will always speak 
as an oracle of God. He wants to so build that man on the founda-
tions of God that everyone who sees and hears him will say he is a 
new man after the order of the Spirit. “Old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). New things 
have come, and he is now in the divine order. When a man is filled 
with the Holy Spirit, he has a vital power that makes people know 
he has seen God. He ought to be in such a place spiritually that 
when he goes into a neighbor’s house, or out among people, they 
will feel that God has come into their midst.

What we need is more of the Holy Spirit. Oh, beloved, it is 
not merely a measure of the Spirit, it is a pressed-down measure. 
It is not merely a pressed-down measure, it is “shaken together, 
and running over” (Luke 6:38). Anybody can hold a full cup, but 
you cannot hold an overflowing cup, and the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit is an overflowing cup. Praise the Lord!




