
WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT CHRIS PALMER 
AND LETTERS FROM JESUS…

Learning Greek language insight into God’s Word was absolutely founda-
tional in building my faith and ministry so many years ago as a student—
insights which serve me to this day. That’s why I am so pleased to recom-
mend Letters from Jesus. Chris Palmer has an outstanding gift in bringing 
alive God’s Word, providing an invaluable upgrade in understanding and 
empowerment, much needed for this generation. Who knew Greek insight 
could be this enriching and enjoyable! Thank you, Chris. Your passion and 
precision have served up an excellent study!

—Sy Rogers 
International communicator and pastoral care specialist 

Director, Sy Rogers Communications

Letters from Jesus makes accessible, to every believer, a book of the New 
Testament often avoided—the book of Revelation. Chris Palmer offers 52 
studies from the Greek text that will be a delight for every reader. In these 
studies, Chris leads his readers through a portion of text from the letters to 
the churches of Revelation while mining spiritual insights from the Greek 
text that are colorfully illustrated with warm personal stories and encour-
aging words from a pastor’s heart. These studies are sure to be a blessing to 
many. My only hope is that another book is forthcoming!

—Philip L. Mayo, Ph.D. 
Professor, New Testament and Greek 

Director, School of Biblical and Theological Studies 
North Central University, Minneapolis, MN



This practical and helpful study uncovers keen truths and insights only 
found through a close reading of the Greek text. Chris Palmer’s readings 
bring to the fore the social implications of these all-too-often overlooked 
portions of the New Testament. His work offers a methodologically rich 
framework for understanding the seven letters of Jesus in Revelation 2–3. 
His avoidance of technical jargon fills a gap for busy pastors and laypersons 
who desire to keep their devotional literature close to the text rather than 
surface-level ideas read into it.

—J. Brian Tucker, Ph.D. 
Moody Theological Seminary

Reading Chris Palmer’s Letters from Jesus is like attending a series of en-
couraging, deep-dive Bible studies led by an expert in the original language 
of the New Testament. Chris has a rare, welcoming approach to help you 
to explore and reflect upon the original meaning of the text. You don’t have 
to know Greek to start reading and enjoying this book, but you will know 
some by the time you’re done.

—Dr. John Schwandt 
Institute of Biblical Greek 

Creator, National Biblical Greek Exam 
General Editor, ESV English-Greek Reverse Interlinear New Testament



Not so long ago, the study of biblical languages was considered essential 
for ministerial preparation. For understandable reasons—namely, the time 
and effort it takes to gain mastery over the structures of a language—such 
a goal has been deemed even by theological educators to be not worth the 
effort, often settling for namesake attempts in that direction. It is true that 
we can understand much, even beyond the essentials, by studying the Bible 
in translation, just as one can enjoy and understand Shakespeare in trans-
lation. But just as no one will deny that reading Shakespeare in translation 
is not the same as appreciating fully what the Bard wrote, so also, the case 
for reading the biblical text in the original needs no championing. Chris 
Palmer demonstrates that well in Letters from Jesus by presenting lexical 
and grammatical insights from his journey through the Greek text of the 
letters to the seven churches in Revelation 2 and 3, and he does so in an 
interesting, accessible, and inviting manner.

—Professor Raju Kunjummen, Th.M. 
Chair, Bible and Theology Department 

Emmaus Bible College, Dubuque, IA 
Author, New Testament Greek: A Whole Language Approach
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FOREWORD

Chris Palmer has been on a journey with Jesus for quite a while now. In 
fact, Jesus is his journey, because Jesus is the “hodos” (Greek for “way”). 

Whatever we know of Christ, ultimately, as Father John Behr clearly as-
serts, we “know him by interpretation,” and by that, he means the faithful 
interpretation of the Sacred Text.

Regardless of our personal “experiences,” we always run into the dan-
ger of veering off course if we fail to keep three things closely held together: 
the Spirit, the Scriptures, and the Son of God. The Father’s three-fold cord 
(as Len Sweet refers to this) intends that we be formed by the inter-rela-
tionship of all three, and to separate any one from the other is to be in 
unsound, unorthodox territory. Even with a resurrected Jesus standing in 
the presence of fearful disciples in the upper room, He still had to “open 
their minds to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:45). They couldn’t rec-
ognize Him in their experience until they recognized Him in the Sacred 
Text.

Before Rome ruled the world, Alexander the Great had conquered 
it, and the result was that the entire empire under Alexander became 
“Hellenized” and had to learn to speak Greek. Even with Rome conquering 
Greece and speaking Latin, the “lingua franca” for most of the expansive 
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territories conquered by Alexander became Greek. In the Providence of 
God, the New Testament epistles were written in the “lingua franca,” 
Koine Greek. It is one thing to have a Strong’s Concordance in your personal 
library. It is far more rewarding to learn how to work with the actual Greek 
texts of Scripture.

Chris Palmer is inviting you to do just that, and do it in a way that 
is easy to grasp and inspiring to experience. Trust the process Chris 
takes your through in “Greek for the Week.” He’s done a masterful job 
of explaining how the common Greek language of the Ancient Near East 
works. He then places you in the history of the seven letters written to 
the seven churches of Asia Minor in the book of Revelation, and through 
his working with the Greek text, takes you on a contextual journey that is 
faithful to the text, faithful to the Spirit who inspired the text, and faithful 
to the Son who is both the focus of the book of Revelation and the Voice 
addressing the seven churches by the Spirit.

Chris shows you how these seven letters are as relevant and timely to-
day as they were for the first century churches to whom they were writ-
ten—and who indeed grasped their significance for their time. The same 
Spirit that inspired the Sacred Text is forming and shaping you to interact 
with the Text so that you can truly see Jesus! May your reading of this book 
lead to a fresh encounter with the Christ who stands in the midst of the 
seven lampstands! 

—Bishop Mark J. Chironna 
Church On The Living Edge 

Mark Chironna Ministries, Longwood, FL
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WHY GREEK?

When I was a young boy, I begged my parents for a microscope. Final-
ly, they cracked and gave me one for Christmas. I wasted no time 

putting everything I could find onto slides for examination. Oh, the dis-
coveries I made! Seeing something up close opened up a whole new world 
and gave me an understanding I never might have had otherwise. I devel-
oped a new appreciation for strands of hair, insects, and leaves. Beyond the 
casual eye, it was clear that they were held together by divine order. Their 
spectacular compositions gave me the notion that the minute world of cells 
wasn’t randomly tossed together. It was purposeful, intentional, and mean-
ingful. It was for my good and God’s glory.

However, times changed. My love for science was surpassed by my love 
for God’s Word. My microscope was replaced by a tool that could help 
me examine the Scripture down to the finest detail: Koine Greek. Like 
my microscope, Koine Greek has delivered splendid findings to me. I have 
discovered that God’s Word is not an ignorant document, haphazardly 
thrown together, without rhyme or reason. It is the product of heavenly 
brilliance and its fabric is sewn together with the finest care and the most 
breathtaking details. We just have to look closely to see them. And Koine 
Greek is the closest we can get. 
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“Koine” means “common.” It refers to the common language of the 
Mediterranean area from 300 B.C. to 300 A.D. The writing of the New 
Testament took place during this time, so it makes sense that all twen-
ty-seven books were originally written in Koine. Also during this time, 
there were several dialects, two of which were Attic Greek and Koine 
Greek. 

Attic Greek came first. It was a prestige dialect, used by the learned. 
Dramatists like Sophocles and Aeschylus and philosophers like Plato and 
Aristotle wrote in Attic Greek. As the Greek culture spread, the Greek 
language became more relaxed. Koine emerged as the language of everyday, 
less formal people: fishermen, merchants, farmers, and soldiers. God saw 
fit to use the language of the everyday people to communicate His truth 
about Jesus Christ. The Gospels aren’t just for the elite—they’re for all peo-
ple, from the least to the greatest.  

As time has plodded on, the New Testament has been translated from 
Koine into over 1,500 languages. These translations can certainly be trust-
ed. Expert translation societies work with diligence and care to preserve 
the meaning of God’s Word as they move it from one language to the next. 
If you never studied Greek, you’d be just fine with the translation you are 
using.

So why study Greek? There are a number or reasons:

1. IT’S LIKE READING THE BIBLE IN HIGH DEF
Unlike English, Koine Greek doesn’t need word order or right branch-

ing sentences to communicate meaning. For instance, if you were to trans-
late Jude 1:19 into English, word from word from the Greek, it would say 
this: “These are the ones who cause divisions, wordly, the Spirit not they have.” 
As English speakers, this seems out of sorts. And it is out of sorts for the 
English language. You might be able to bear it for one sentence, but imag-
ine reading a whole chapter, book, or the entire New Testament this way. 

So when translators place it into English, they turn it around a bit: 
“It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit.” Now 
it makes sense. The only disadvantage is that we lose a nuance. Because 
Koine Greek doesn’t need word order, writers sometimes took advantage of 



Why Greek?   19

this and positioned words they wanted to emphasize up front. By placing 
Spirit in front of not they have, Jude is highlighting the fact that the apos-
tates, who claimed to be of God, did not have the Holy Spirit as they were 
claiming to have. (Its position up front acts like bold font.) While Jude 
makes this clear in other places in his letter, we lose out on a little bit of the 
tone. It hasn’t changed the meaning—and God’s Word remains inspired, 
infallible, and inerrant—but it’s not as sharp outside of the Greek. That’s 
why I say reading in Greek is like watching a movie in high definition. We 
are seeing exactly the same picture, but in Greek, we get to see more detail. 

Ancient Greek dramatists invented theater. The Greek verb “the-
ater” (theaomoi) means “to look at or to behold.” Next time you are 
watching a drama at the cinema, remember it all began in Greek!

2. YOU’LL KNOW YOUR STUFF BETTER
Digging into the Greek forces us to wrestle with the grammar and syn-

tax. This can be arduous and it takes time. But the more you wrestle with 
a passage, the more confidence you’ll have in who you are, and in what you 
preach and teach, because you’ve dealt with it in depth. 

For instance, let’s take Luke 10:18. Jesus has sent seventy-two disciples 
out to proclaim the kingdom and heal the sick. When they return, they tell 
the Lord about the wonderful results they saw, that they even cast out dev-
ils. Jesus replies, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” This typically 
gets preached as though Jesus was referring to Satan’s pre-Adamic fall. 

Stay with me here for just a moment. 

If we examine the verb for “I saw” (etheōroun), we will discover it is in 
the imperfect tense, which portrays an action as it is happening, like “I was 
seeing” or “I was watching.” What Jesus could very well be saying is that, 
at the same time as the ones He sent out were proclaiming God’s kingdom 
and ousting demons, He was watching Satan’s kingdom collapse. The im-
perfect tense makes a pretty good case for this. 

Getting to the bottom of passages like this will help to remove any 
ambiguity that might stifle your confidence in the text and will end any 
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timidity you might have in thinking about or explaining a verse. You’ll be a 
better minister of God’s Word for it.

3. IT REMOVES PERSONAL BIASES
As I have studied Greek over the years, there’ve been times when I’ve 

had to say goodbye to some pet beliefs of mine. Pet beliefs are non-salvific 
beliefs— those minor things that belief (or disbelief) in don’t change our 
standing in Christ or in His Body—that we hold to for various personal 
reasons. It could have been Grandpa’s favorite thing to say, part of our old 
pastor’s best sermon, or something formed on our own. Whatever the rea-
son, it’s just not supported in God’s Word. 

I’ll give you an example from my own journey. When I was young in 
the Lord, I used to think that the ferocious locusts found in Revelation 
9:7–10 were referring to war helicopters, like the Boeing AH-64 Apache. 
But there’s really no room for it in the Greek. First, I had to ask myself why 
I couldn’t just accept that the locusts are ferocious supernatural forces of 
evil as they are portrayed to be. (I could. It’s just that I saw an end-time 
movie once and the locusts were helicopters…) 

Next, Revelation 9:2–3 says the locusts come from the smoke that 
originates in the bottomless pit and go “on the earth.” “On” is the Greek 
preposition eis. It means “into, onto.” If they are coming “into” and “onto” 
the earth from the bottomless pit, this means that unless they have Boeing 
AH-64 Apache helicopters in hell, John is describing evil, spiritual beings. 
The Greek helped me iron this out, as it has other wrinkles I’ve had over 
the years. And it still does so today.

4. IT CHECKS OUR MOTIVES
In our fast-moving world—where everything is competing for our at-

tention and everyone has something to say—people look to God’s Word 
for all the wrong reasons. They may want a quick fix, a flashy lesson, or 
just something to support their own opinion. But if we want to truly ben-
efit from God’s Word, we have to spend time with it and let it infuse into 
our hearts. Studying God’s Word in the original language forces us to ap-
proach it with reverence and awe, humbling ourselves to obey what it says, 
whether it’s something we want to hear or not.
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If you’re at a place in your life where you desire to examine God’s Word 
even more deeply than you have already, I’d encourage you to pursue the 
study of Koine Greek. It won’t be easy, but in the end, you’ll have a micro-
scope of your own that you can slide Scripture under any time you want—
and you’ll be amazed by the discoveries you make.
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INTRODUCTION

The letters from Jesus in the book of Revelation, which date back to 95 
A.D., have helped us make a fascinating discovery about civilization: 

life hasn’t changed much over the last two millennia. Don’t let the land-
scape of human advancement and achievement fool you into thinking that 
we are any different than our ancestors. We are the same. 

The Lord’s letters show us that vices and virtues don’t disappear with 
the march of time. The evils that brought humans low in times of antiquity 
are the same that rope us in today. And sacred honor still bestows on us 
touches of divine endorsement in the twenty-first century. That is to say, 
Jesus’s urgent message to his seven churches in the Asian Peninsula wasn’t 
just timely for Greco-Romans and Jews. It’s well-timed for humanity ev-
erywhere, as long as we occupy a mortal body that prays for redemption 
from all human evils. 

JESUS IS STILL SPEAKING TO US
There is a reason to lift your head amidst the sorrow: Jesus has spo-

ken. The Commander of the Kingdom of God has issued a message that 
addresses the challenges of being human and being saved. The message 
is served straight up, full of hard-to-swallow realities for those who have 
drunk from the waters of redemption and eternal life. (See John 4:14.) But 
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it’s a good message and sweet to our eternal well-being. The people of God 
will overcome. We will overcome the vanity and the self-love that perils the 
soul. We will overcome the lusts that entice our sensuality. Highest yet, we 
will overcome the fear that causes us to cower in the presence of death, the 
mysterious foe that awaits at the end of this life. We have overcome and we 
will overcome. 

It’s a message with promise: we will shine on past death. The power 
at work in us, that conqueror of fallenness, is proof of the splendor that 
awaits. So, we are in flux: a good today, but looking for a finer tomorrow. 
This is being a Christian, a Christ-follower, or as they would have said in 
95 A.D., those who follow “the Way.” 

Early Christians referred to themselves as those of “the Way.” (See 
Acts 9:2; 24:14.) This refers to the “way” of salvation. (See Acts 
16:17.) The Greek word for “way” (hodos) means “path” or “road.” 
Early Christians proclaimed Jesus Christ and his gospel as the ex-
clusive road to peace with God and everlasting life.

A little on the seven churches: they lie along the eastern side of the Asia 
Minor peninsula. (Today, Asia Minor is called Turkey.) These churches are 
relatively close to one another. You could travel between Pergamum and 
Sardis, the two farthest from each other, within four hours. (Of course, in 
95 A.D., this would seem much further.) Although these were not the only 
churches in Asia Minor, they were hubs overseeing other mother churches. 

Now, seven is a number that often represents completion and perfec-
tion throughout the Bible, so seven is significant. These seven letters are a 
complete message for the entire church.1 We serve ourselves well to observe 
the message in its completeness, which is why I have broken the message 
down verse by verse. I encourage you to consider it, even if it’s not speaking 
directly to you in this season of life. At least, it can speak to you indirectly 
somehow, I’m sure. 

You might find a lot of yourself in one of the churches or a little of your-
self in all of the churches. Whatever the case, ask the Holy Spirit for His 
help to overcome as you go through this. You’ll discover prayers, activities, 
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and other Scriptures at the end of each study to assist you. They will help 
you to “overcome” and “conquer.” 

OVERCOMING TECHNICAL CHALLENGES 
Working with Greek and English texts simultaneously presents some 

technical challenges that I’ve tried to alleviate. At the beginning of each 
chapter, you’ll find the Scripture I’m working with in English and the cor-
responding Greek text below it. I highlight the English and Greek words 
that we examine so they match and correspond with one another.

Within the study itself, when I mention the Greek words, I use trans-
literation. This is how the Greek word or phrase sounds using the English 
alphabet. My goal is to help you understand how the Greek is pronounced, 
without the actual Greek slowing you down.

If you find that the technical aspects of the language are, in fact, slow-
ing down your reading, it will help you to glance over these and concentrate 
on the insights we find in the Greek. I don’t believe that anything in Letters 
from Jesus is that complicated. I’ve tried to simplify the studies as much as 
possible. 

However, if you are one of those rare readers who’s interested in the 
hum-drum technicalities of the language, I’ve created endnotes just for 
you. These will give you more insights about the mechanics of Greek that 
I mention, in case you’d like to investigate further. If you plan to make a 
sermon out of these studies or use them in some other capacity, examining 
the end-notes should give you some additional insights.

A LITTLE HISTORY HERE AND THERE
Finally, I chose not to pile up a bunch of historical information about 

each church right up front. I didn’t think you’d digest it if I just dropped it 
there, one big hunk. Instead, I sprinkled it throughout each study. A little 
here, a little there. The churches aren’t the prime focus: the message is. And 
I pray it speaks to you, right here in this fast-paced, technological world. 

Maranatha. 

Μαρὰν ἀθα. 

Chris Palmer


