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FROM THE PUBLISHER

It is our great honor to make the treasured teachings of E. W. 
Kenyon widely available to readers from all walks of life. We pray 
that these books will reach ardent Kenyon admirers, pastors and 
ministry leaders, and, hopefully, an entirely new generation of 
believers who are not familiar with his rich library of teachings. 

Two Kinds of Righteousness stands out as one of Kenyon’s 
greatest works. Here, he urges the believer to fully embrace the 
two ways in which God makes His righteousness available to man-
kind: one divinely imparted to us sinners from the outside and the 
other cultivated within the heart of the believer and lived out into 
the world.

We believe this wisdom is essentially practical and morally 
imperative in these modern times. It is our prayer that the teach-
ings of E. W. Kenyon will experience a renaissance of relevancy 
within the church and throughout the world.

—Whitaker House
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INTRODUCTION

A man and his pastor had been fishing all the afternoon. That 
evening, as the two close friends were seated in front of their 
campfire, the man turned to his pastor and said, “Life has not been 
what I dreamed it would be. I have yet to reach the goal that I set 
my heart on in my younger days. I have never talked about this to 
anyone, but I am going to tell you today.

“I have always been religious. I have taught Bible classes. I 
have been a Sunday school superintendent. I have been an educa-
tor since I left college. But all these years, I have had a secret: God 
has never been real to me. I have read the Gospels; I have lectured 
about them. But through it all, I knew that I had not arrived.

“The sermon you gave the other night revealed to me what I 
needed. In my earlier days, we were never taught about eternal life. 
It was all about ‘getting converted’ and ‘ joining the church.’ We 
were taught very little about justification, and when we were, it was 
always from a theological point of view. It had no sense of reality 
in it.

“When I finally understood that I could receive eternal life—
the very na ture of God—then I knew that righteousness was real. 
In a flash, all my theology and theories were stripped away, and I 
saw myself for the first time as I really was in God’s sight.
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“I have never honored what God has done in Christ. I have 
never known what Christ has done for me. All those years, I was 
a new creation. I had the very life and nature of God, but I never 
dared to say, ‘I am the Righteousness of God.’ I have never con-
fessed such a thing. I have never dared to think that such a thing 
would be possible until after I died.

“Sin consciousness has held me in bondage all these years. 
Whenever anyone preached against sin, I would respond, ‘That’s 
me.’

“I knew sin. I fought sin. I suffered from its effects. But I did 
not know that if I committed sin, I had an Advocate with the 
Father—Jesus Christ the Righteous. I did not know that when I 
was recre ated, I became the righteousness of God in Christ.

“I thank you for what you have told me.” 
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One 

THE REASON WHY

The urge that makes one man a drunkard and another a phi-
losopher, the restlessness that fills the tavern and the gambling 
casino, the dance hall and the movies, and all other places of plea-
sure, is the heart’s desperate search for reality. It is the universal 
quest of the ages—the spirit’s quest for its “Holy Grail.”

No one finds it until he contacts the Man, Christ Jesus, and 
crowns Him as the Lord of his life. In that moment, his search 
ends. He has arrived.

He may not be conscious of exactly what has happened, but 
he knows that the pleasures that he once sought have lost their 
taste and attraction. He did not know that his hunger was spiri-
tual, that it was a search after something only God could provide. 
No person reaches the place of rest in the spirit until he has made 
that contact.

Man is a spiritual being. He has a soul. He lives in his body. 

The real man can never be permanently satisfied with the 
things of the senses.

Indeed, the boy or girl who finds Christ in his or her teenage 
years is less likely to sow his or her wild oats or desperately seek 
out the dangerous pleasures of the world, for now, he or she has 
something that answers that cry.



12  Two Kinds of Righteousness

This book is a study. It offers a solution to the spirit problem. I 
invite you to read it carefully. In it, I believe I have found the fount 
of eternal joy.

MAN AS HE IS
The man who fails to understand righteousness has no 

approach to God.

The sense of condemnation has given him an inferiority com-
plex that makes a coward of him. It robs him of faith in God and in 
God’s Word. This sin consciousness holds him in bondage.

He feels that he has no right to approach God. He knows he is 
not good enough to pray or to have his prayers answered. If he does 
pray, it is a prayer of desperation.

This predicament has led him into philosophy. He could 
no more keep away from the subject of God and religion than a 
hungry man can keep away from food. But his sense of guilt, infe-
riority, failure, and weakness makes him reason, and that reason-
ing is what we call philosophy.

Because of this, Georg Hegel entirely eliminated God as a 
spiritual being from his philosophy. To him, God was a great mind 
without any brain center or personality. In his philosophy, he also 
eliminated Satan. If there is no Satan, then there can be no sin. If 
there is no sin, then there is no sin consciousness. Then, there is 
no heaven because there is no life after death. After death, man 
simply floats out into a universal mind and is absorbed by it. There 
is no resurrection of the body, and no judgment. Man simply dis-
integrates and becomes a part of the great whole. This is but the 
dream of a man who could not find God with his senses.

You can see why Christian Science grew, in part, out of Hegel’s 
philosophy.
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If there is no Satan, there is no disease and no death. Yet, all 
die.

This is “sense knowledge” seeking a liberty and freedom that 
only God can give to man.

Man has a highly developed sin consciousness—a spiritual 
inferiority complex, a sense of unworthiness—that dominates 
him. He is ruled by doubt. All he has is sense knowledge—a folly 
that is incapable of finding or knowing God.

This is the state of man, before he is saved. 




