
WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT  
R. LOREN SANDFORD AND  

THE LAST GREAT OUTPOURING…

Without character to carry the gift, the train will run off the 
tracks. Without boundaries to the river, we have nothing more 
than runoff water. But with banks put in place, we channel 
the river of God’s presence into purposeful use. I am one who 
strongly believes in the “ joining of the generations” as well. 
There are few in the global prophetic movement who come from 
the rich history that R. Loren Sandford does. We have had 
the Elijah Task from his parents; now we have another vintage 
resource for this generation. The Last Great Outpouring is such 
a work.

—James W. Goll 
Founder, God Encounters Ministries, GOLL Ideation LLC

Loren Sandford’s book, The Last Great Outpouring, is a timely 
word indeed and, I might boldly add, it is a must read. There are 
many thought-provoking insights that will cause you to inquire 
of the Lord. You might discover revelations you had not previ-
ously embraced or even considered within its pages. God’s love 
is always unshifting and unconditional, but His tone changes 
at times. In this season, a weightier and more serious and cor-
rective love-filled tone will be released by the Spirit in order 
to bring alignment to His heart and purposes. I believe Loren 
Sanford has been prepared and called for such a time as this.

—Patricia King 
Author, TV host, and minister



I have walked with R. Loren Sandford over the last ten years 
and recognize him as a seasoned prophetic father in the body 
of Christ with a proven history of integrity and prophetic accu-
racy. His unwavering commitment to the secret place and pure 
devotion to Jesus Christ makes him a reliable voice in a sea of 
inaccurate prophetic utterance and compromise. If you are 
ready for a pure prophetic vision and clarion call inviting all of 
us into a deeper place of hearing and obeying God, start reading 
The Last Great Outpouring. You will not be disappointed!

—Jeremiah Johnson 
Author, TV host, and founder 

Jeremiah Johnson Ministries, Maranatha School of Ministry

Loren Sandford is in touch with both the current moves of God 
and what we need to do to get ready for the greatest harvest 
of souls the world has ever known. His book is earnest and 
thought-provoking. We all need to prepare ourselves for the 
tsunami of glory coming. 

—Cindy Jacobs 
Founder, Generals International



With so many doom and gloom prophets making a name for 
themselves on the Internet, R. Loren Sandford’s The Last 
Great Outpouring stands out as a beacon of hope for the great-
est outpouring the church has ever seen. The next great move 
of God will be beyond anything eye has seen or ear has heard 
or has entered into the heart of man. Prophetically, Loren sees 
the coming outpouring and helps us to prepare for what must 
happen before we see it. He handles issues like judgment and 
mercy skillfully so readers can grasp the events that are about 
to unfold and ready our hearts to answer the call to become 
nation-changers. I highly recommend this book! 

—Jennifer LeClaire 
Author, The Making of a Prophet 

Senior Leader, Awakening House of Prayer
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FOREWORD

I received a prophetic dream recently in which I found myself in 
a parking lot following a uniformed officer who was handing out 
parking tickets. I could not believe how many tickets this gentle-
man was handing out for “illegal parking.” When I asked what 
was happening, he turned to me and said, “Most of these cars do 
not have authorization to park here, although they look like they 
do.” Confused because of the amount of cars he ticketed, I said, 
“Well, do any of these cars have authorization to park here?” 
He replied, “Only those that have passed an internal certified 
inspection. My job depends on my ability to distinguish between 
the cars that look the part on the outside from those that have 
actually passed the state standard from the inside.”

As I prayed into the dream, God said to me:

“We are entering into an era in the body of Christ where the 
ability to discern the difference between the true and the false 
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will become increasingly difficult. The next decade will be marked 
by HARVEST, yet My people must understand that with harvest-
ing comes an exposing of deception (tares) and a love for the truth 
like never before (wheat). At times, that which is manufactured 
and counterfeit will be passed off as genuine and trustworthy, 
just as that which is anointed and appointed by Me will seek to 
be passed off as null and void. 

“There is a satanic assault being loosed in the body to con-
fuse and bring great disillusionment to the saints concerning 
those leaders and saints in whom they can trust and those they 
cannot. A Bearing of False Witness against the Brethren shall 
rise. Remember, I hate a false witness who speaks lies and the 
one who sows discord among the brethren (Proverbs 6:16–19).

“You must take great pains in these days to become lovers 
of the truth. Buy truth, and do not sell it (Proverbs 23:23). Those 
who love the truth in the last days shall be the most hated for 
lies and falsehood will abound. Be very careful in your dis-
cerning that you do not become hasty in your judgments, nor 
should you judge by outward appearance, for the Lord looks at 
the heart. Even now, there are individuals who you should be in 
relationship with that you are not because you have been given 
a false witness report about them, just as there are people you 
are connected to that must be cut off if you are to love the truth 
more than personal preference. Because of this intense season 
of harvesting over the next decade, I’m calling My people to an 
ascended lifestyle. It’s time to come before My throne. Only I 
know the motivations, intentions, and thoughts of the human 
heart. Without spending time in My presence, you will never be 
able to discern the true and the false, the wheat from the tares, 
says the Lord.”

I have been closely following the life and ministry of R. 
Loren Sandford for almost the last decade. His fatherly heart 
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and prophetic purity is one of the greatest needs that we have in 
the body of Christ right now. More than that, Loren has been a 
faithful shepherd in the house of God and his commitment to 
covenant family and unity permeates every chapter of this book. 
As I read, I was overcome with excitement as well as sobriety. 
Loren has articulated a very real and inspiring vision of the days 
ahead, yet like a true prophetic father, he has also been faithful 
to warn us of the potential dangers and pitfalls that can await 
the body of Christ if we are not discerning. I was deeply stirred 
by his presentation of such a weighty yet clear prophetic portrait 
of the coming days. This prophetic vision has the ability to bring 
great impact in every nation of the earth. 

Indeed, the wheat and the tares are growing up together in 
the global church. The false and the true, the holy and the pro-
fane, are simultaneously arising. Our need to discern, use the 
wisdom of God, and prepare for the last great outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit has never been greater. Pay special attention to chap-
ters nine and thirteen. I highly recommend R. Loren Sandford, 
his ministry, and the prophetic anointing upon his life. If God 
has saved His best for last, then I am so incredibly grateful that 
He has chosen and raised up a prophetic father like Loren for 
such a time as this. Prepare to be encouraged, challenged, and 
filled with hope for the days ahead. I know I was!

—Jeremiah Johnson 
Founder, Heart of the Father Ministry 

Best-selling author  
www.jeremiahjohnson.tv 
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INTRODUCTION

After four hundred years of prophetic silence, God sent John 
the Baptist to announce the coming of Messiah Jesus, the bap-
tism He would bring, and the inbreaking of the kingdom of 
God on the earth. In response, people streamed to the Jordan 
River to hear his words and be baptized by him in the Jewish 
ritual mikveh bath for cleansing from sin and defilement. John’s 
calling was to prepare the people for the coming glory.

Our God is nothing if not consistent—the same yester-
day, today, and forever. As in the days leading to the return of 
Jesus, He therefore continues to send messengers in advance to 
announce coming moves of the Spirit in order to prepare His 
people to receive. Although I make no claim to anything like 
the stature of John the Baptist or any other biblical prophet, I 
have written this book in that spirit. God is about to do some-
thing huge, wonderful, and even unprecedented in scope and 
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impact. In fact, I believe it to be the last great outpouring before 
the Lord’s return. It is my desire to help the body of Christ to 
prepare for the glory.

I am not alone in this. The words I’ve written are not exclu-
sive to me. Increasing numbers of others, although largely in the 
minority in terms of what I have to say, have been releasing sim-
ilar words. May God’s people have ears to hear!
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1

THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD: GOD’S VISION

I have long recognized that the church in the world, at least in 
my own nation, has lost its voice. In contrast with that aware-
ness, I rejoice in both the scriptural promise and my own sense 
of anticipation that an outpouring of the Spirit of God such as 
the world has never seen is about to be made manifest. I see 
the emergence of a holy remnant, centered in the heart of the 
Father, ever more conformed to the image of the Son and rising 
in the spirit of Daniel and Joseph to high places of influence. 
According to Isaiah 60, as nations stream to the brightness of 
our rising, we will influence even rulers and kings. 

Essential to this move of God is the restoration of His 
vision for the temple of the Lord, a vision having its roots in the 
Old Testament and carrying forward into the New Testament. 
I therefore begin with the prophet Haggai, who prophesied in 
the last decades of the sixth century BC in the years following 
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Israel’s return to their land after seventy years of exile in Babylon. 
Upon their return, they found a land utterly destroyed and thus 
they began the arduous task of rebuilding. 

Apparently, by the time of Haggai’s ministry, some years 
had passed. There had been plenty of time to begin rebuilding 
God’s house and yet the temple of the Lord, which had been the 
center of their lives before Babylon ravaged the land, continued 
to lie in ruins. 

Things weren’t going well for the nation. Economically, 
times were hard and nothing seemed to be working. Haggai 
therefore came on the scene with a prophetic burden to explain 
things on God’s behalf, confront the people with their failure 
to prioritize the building of the temple, and get things working 
again by setting spiritual priorities in order.

The church in our day has been ravaged and diminished  

in influence under pressure from  

the idolatrous culture that surrounds us.

IT’S TIME FOR US TO REBUILD
I would suggest that the church in our day has been ravaged 

and diminished in influence under pressure from the idolatrous 
culture that surrounds us. Figuratively speaking, a remnant is 
even now returning from exile. It’s time to rebuild on a biblical 
foundation and construct a temple adequate to contain the out-
pouring God is about to send.

To Israel, Haggai said:

Thus says the Lord of hosts, “This people says, ‘The time 
has not come, even the time for the house of the Lord to be 
rebuilt.’”  (Haggai 1:2)
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The people responded with something like this: “Haggai! 
Don’t you understand!? The economy is terrible and we’re all 
struggling and you want us to build a temple! We’ll build the 
temple when the time is right, but first, we have to set all our 
own affairs in order and get the economic pressure off of us. 
Then we can turn our attention to constructing a temple.”

Haggai presented his prophecy as a conversation between 
the people and God. As the people voiced their reasons for not 
giving and not taking time to rebuild the temple, God answered 
them through Haggai. As we examine God’s response, please 
remember that there never was and never will be so much as 
one thing God does or says that fails to flow from His love for 
us for our benefit.

Then the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, 
saying, “Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your pan-
eled houses while this house lies desolate?” Now therefore, 
thus says the Lord of hosts, “Consider your ways! You 
have sown much, but harvest little; you eat, but there is not 
enough to be satisfied; you drink, but there is not enough 
to become drunk; you put on clothing, but no one is warm 
enough; and he who earns, earns wages to put into a purse 
with holes.”  (Haggai 1:3–6)

In other words, God said to them, “I do understand. I see 
your struggles. Now let Me explain why you’re struggling so 
that I can get you out of it and release a blessing.”

Thus says the Lord of hosts, “Consider your ways! Go up 
to the mountains, bring wood and rebuild the temple, that 
I may be pleased with it and be glorified,” says the Lord. 
“You look for much, but behold, it comes to little; when you 
bring it home, I blow it away. Why?” declares the Lord 
of hosts, “Because of My house which lies desolate, while 
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each of you runs to his own house. Therefore, because of you 
the sky has withheld its dew and the earth has withheld its 
produce. I called for a drought on the land, on the moun-
tains, on the grain, on the new wine, on the oil, on what the 
ground produces, on men, on cattle, and on all the labor of 
your hands.”  (Haggai 1:7–11)

God prescribed a remedy, a course of action, and the people 
responded positively.

Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son 
of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the 
people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God and the 
words of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had 
sent him. And the people showed reverence for the Lord. 
Then Haggai, the messenger of the Lord, spoke by the com-
mission of the Lord to the people saying, “I am with you,” 
declares the Lord.  (Haggai 1:12–13)

You might ask, how could a structure, a collection of sticks 
and stones, have meant so much to God that a curse would rest 
on the land until it was restored? Was the structure, the build-
ing, really the issue? The answer is no. The significance of the 
temple went well beyond just the structure, and involved pur-
poses much deeper and more important than the man-made 
building.

God doesn’t change. The God of the Old Testament is the 
God of the New Testament—same heart, same will, and same 
love. As we move into the New Testament, the outward forms of 
things change, but the substance remains because God’s heart 
remains the same. If you adequately understand the temple, 
then you see and understand the love in God’s plans for it. The 
lessons embedded in the word that came through Haggai stand 
firm and deep for all eternity. 
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The lessons embedded in the word that came through 

Haggai stand firm and deep for all eternity.

THE TEMPLE’S HEART AND RESOURCES
The Old Testament temple was more than just a building 

in which to worship. It was a rallying place of identity and rela-
tionship for the people, a place where, whether you were rich or 
poor, highborn or lowly, you knew, This is mine because this is 
ours. More importantly, it was a resource center for the nation 
as a whole, a storehouse for the benefit of all the people to supply 
at least four kinds of resources that were essential to Israel—
resources that remain essential to us.

SPIRITUAL RESOURCES
“For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and men 

should seek instruction from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the 
Lord of hosts” (Malachi 2:7). Both then and now, people need 
instruction in who God is and how to relate to Him. From the 
beginning, God intended the temple to be a center from which 
His designated priests would communicate that revelation to 
the people. 

And many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that He may teach us concerning His ways and that we may 
walk in His paths.” For the law will go forth from Zion and 
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  (Isaiah 2:3)

God created us for connection with Him. The priests offered 
sacrifices on behalf of the people to keep them connected with 
God in offerings of thanksgiving and to cleanse away the barri-
ers that sin erected. God commissioned the priests to teach the 
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people how to connect with Him, so they could learn His will 
and nature, walk in His paths, and live.

As the temple was a place of worship, a place to connect 
with God, not just in sacrifice, but in glorious song, so there 
will come a renewal of worship to the New Testament church 
in our day. A tremendous burst of creativity, such as that 
which produced the Psalms, is on the horizon. It will be the 
last days’ “new song” (Revelation 14:3) that only the sold-
out remnant can learn. At the dedication of Solomon’s origi-
nal temple, the power of the glory cloud rendered the priests 
unable to even stand. Similarly, the coming burst of worship 
in these last days will be accompanied by supernatural signs 
and wonders for the healing of those the Lord calls. 

The coming burst of worship in these last days will be 

accompanied by supernatural signs and wonders.

The time is coming when the growing remnant will shine so 
brightly with supernatural kingdom power and love that many 
peoples will come to seek out those places where the presence of 
God will be manifest. The temple of the Lord on the earth will 
be restored in a multitude of points of light strategically placed 
around the globe because the glory of the Lord and the truth 
of His love and power will go forth from a restored spiritual 
temple.

MATERIAL RESOURCES 
The Old Testament temple stood as the center of the nation’s 

welfare program. The hungry went there for food in times of 
need. The poor found sustenance and help at the house of God.

People today foolishly argue over whether or not tithing is 
New Testament, but there was and remains a purpose for it that 



The Temple of the Lord: God’s Vision  21

transcends the question of being under the law…or under grace. 
Malachi 3:10 reads, “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so 
that there may be food in My house.” 

It wasn’t that God needed the people’s money or their 
produce for Himself. He owns the cattle on a thousand hills 
and never needs to eat anyway. Obviously, the temple required 
maintenance, as does any physical structure, and the priests 
who served needed a means of making a living. But above all, 
there had to be food and resources in the Lord’s house for the 
care of the poor and needy. This was the reason for the tithe, 
selflessly rendered, not for the promise of personal prosperity or 
to avoid the curse. 

Again, the issue of God’s love found expression through the 
temple, a center that people could identify and know they had a 
place to go for help. To withhold the tithe was to starve the poor, 
to leave the house of God without resources to care for those 
the Lord loves. I don’t believe there’s been any change in God’s 
will on that matter because God Himself never changes. This 
remains God’s plan in love for His church.

HEALING RESOURCES 
How many of us realize that the Old Testament law con-

tains multiple prescriptions for healing to be administered 
through the temple? For example, Leviticus 12 governs a wom-
an’s recovery from childbirth and the sacrifices to be offered 
for it. Leviticus 13–14 instruct the priests on how to deal with 
the issue of leprosy. Leviticus 15 addresses treatments for dis-
charges from the body and prescribes sacrifices to be offered at 
the temple for healing and cleansing.

These are just a few examples. God intended the temple to 
be a healing center, and not just for physical conditions. The var-
ious sacrifices offered for sin were for the healing of broken and 
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defiled hearts who came to repent and set right what had been 
wrong. Never were these instructions to be looked upon as mere 
ritual. Real transactions happened between God and people in 
the realm of the spirit. Sin in the world causes hearts and lives 
to be broken and shattered. God designed the temple sacrifices 
to cleanse sin, heal hearts and lives, and restore people to God 
in His love. Whether or not the people ever truly understood 
it, the temple stood as a place for repairing the damage caused 
by sin. God worked to restore lives through the services of the 
temple. People knew where to go to find healing.

God designed the temple sacrifices to cleanse sin, heal 

hearts and lives, and restore people to God in His love.

In our day, we have seen five decades of revelation for the res-
toration of hearts and lives in what has erroneously been called 
inner healing. In the spirit of Romans 8 and 12, the better term 
is transformation. Untold thousands of lives have seen healing 
and change as a result. In addition, we have seen bursts of heal-
ing anointing for physical ailments, injuries, and dysfunctions. 
There will be more as God restores His temple in and among us.

Once more, I point out that God has not changed. There is 
a New Testament temple and it carries the same mandates from 
the heart of God as did the temple of old. No genuine revival 
can occur without these elements of God’s eternal plan.

RELATIONAL RESOURCES
No living person born of woman is exempt from the need 

for relationship. And for relationship to be whole, to be as God 
intended, it must be a three-way phenomenon involving you, 
me, and God in oneness. Every one of us needs people com-
mitted to walk with us, to know us, to speak into our lives, and 
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to stand with us in times of trouble or need. God designed the 
temple as a rallying point for that kind of covenant connection. 
People found one another there. It was everybody’s home where 
friends connected and life was shared.

God designed the temple as a rallying point  

for a covenant connection.

Hints are found in some of the psalms and other places. 
Psalm 55 expresses pain at the loss of a relationship that had 
been forged in the temple:

For it is not an enemy who reproaches me, then I could 
bear it; nor is it one who hates me who has exalted himself 
against me, then I could hide myself from him. But it is you, 
a man my equal, my companion and my familiar friend; 
we who had sweet fellowship together walked in the house of 
God in the throng.  (Psalm 55:12–14)

In Psalm 50, God called for a gathering at which He would 
confront the people with their relational violations: “Gather My 
godly ones to Me, those who have made a covenant with Me by sacri-
fice” (Psalm 50:5). Gather is a fellowship word and sacrifice roots 
it in the temple, where worship and relationships were pursued. 

This is even clearer in Psalm 68:

A father of the fatherless and a judge for the widows, is God 
in His holy habitation. God makes a home for the lonely; 
He leads out the prisoners into prosperity, only the rebel-
lious dwell in a parched land.  (Psalm 68:5–6)

Any Hebrew reading that psalm would have interpreted 
habitation as referring to the temple, the place where God made 
His name to dwell. Note the phrase, “a home for the lonely.” 
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The opposite of lonely is fellowship and friendship. In love, 
God intended the temple to be a rallying point for connections 
between people, a place where love would grow and no one 
would feel alone and friendless.

God has not changed His mind. A great outpouring of the 
Spirit is coming and at its heart will be renewed love among 
God’s people that will resound across nations and draw a lonely 
and isolated generation to the Lord. In the natural world, we 
know where to buy groceries and fill the tanks of our cars with 
fuel. Shouldn’t we equally know where to find fellowship, a 
home, oneness with others, and people to walk with, grow with, 
and share life with? God loves us, but that love will never be 
complete until it’s shared. “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let 
us go to the house of the Lord’” (Psalm 122:1). 

THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH
The New Testament picks up every one of those Old 

Testament temple functions and carries them further. In Acts 
2, we find they are actually condensed into just a few verses that 
the rest of the New Testament explains and expands upon. All 
of God’s purposes for the temple—to provide spiritual, healing, 
material, and relational resources—are found here:

They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
to prayer. Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many 
wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. 
And all those who had believed were together and had all 
things in common; and they began selling their property and 
possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might 
have need. Day by day continuing with one mind in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were 
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taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of 
heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. 
And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those 
who were being saved.  (Acts 2:42–47)

Spiritual resources. Material resources. Healing resources. 
Relational resources. God’s blueprint for the Old Testament 
temple became the blueprint for the New Testament church…
except the New Testament adds one additional element. The 
temple now, the place where God chooses to dwell, is no longer 
inanimate.

And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been 
rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of 
God, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spir-
itual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacri-
fices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.   
 (1 Peter 2:4–5)

Peter continued:

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light; for you once were not a people, but 
now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy.  (1 Peter 2:9–10)

The issue of the temple is just as precious to God today as 
it was in the days of the Old Testament because the temple, 
the church, remains His chosen instrument to show and give 
His love in this world. Only the outward form has changed. 
The temple continues as the visible proclamation of who He 
is. The difference in the New Testament is that we as a people 
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constitute the structure, the visible proclamation of who He is. 
Together, we make up the place where He chooses to dwell. 

The temple is just as precious to God today.  

The church remains His chosen instrument to show and  

give His love in this world.

His vision for this temple differs not at all from His vision 
for the Old Testament temple: that it would provide spiritual 
resources among us, material resources for caring for people, 
healing resources, and relational resources. 

BACK TO HAGGAI
God saw that those returning from exile in Babylon were 

poor and miserable and nothing worked for them in their per-
sonal lives, so He explained why this was so. They labored in 
futility because the house of God lay desolate and neglected 
while they focused on their own homes, their own needs, and 
their own concerns. They wanted to settle their own personal 
matters before they would devote themselves to God’s commu-
nal vision for them—and their way wasn’t working. 

God has always rejected leftovers, wanting first fruits. What 
if the only gifts you and I received every Christmas were hand-
me-downs? How would we feel? The Babylon returnees tried to 
justify giving God the leftovers because they believed their own 
needs had priority over love for God and resources sacrificed for 
the sake of the whole people. Yet shouldn’t the gifts with which 
we honor God be the first and best?

Haggai’s message was that if the people wanted to set things 
right in their lives and families, to find prosperity, healing, and 
joy, then they needed to prioritize the temple of the Lord, not just 
for the sake of blessing God, but for the benefit of all the people. 
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Remember that list of resources? In New Testament terms, God 
put us all in this together as living stones in a temple called by Him 
to function just like the physical building in the Old Testament, 
so all of those resources would be available for all the people.

USING RESOURCES TO BLESS OTHERS
When I pour my resources into the temple—the people of 

God together—then God pours His resources into my personal 
life. Recently, my wife and I gave a large sum of money over and 
above the tithe that we give to our church to enable a family 
living in a motel to get into a home. As a pastor, I am responsi-
ble to withhold my own taxes, including the more than 15 per-
cent for Social Security. We deposit this money into a savings 
account so we can draw that money out to pay those taxes on 
schedule four times a year. The gift we gave that family came 
from this account. It was a risk that set us behind in our savings 
for our quarterly tax payments. 

I’m telling this story not to toot our own horn, but to illus-
trate that when God promised Israel that if they took care of 
the temple first, all those resources would be available for all 
the people and God would be with them. In the weeks after the 
sacrifice we made for that family, we reaped blessings from God 
that went far beyond the gift we gave. The risk turned out to be 
no risk at all.

When Israel turned from self-focus to restore the temple 
with all of its resources, to benefit the whole people, God said, “I 
am with you.” This is the glory of kingdom economics!

LIVING STONES 
No building made of stone can stand if the stones don’t 

stay put. The Holy Spirit holds the temple together with the 
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mortar of relationship in love as we, the stones, sacrifice time 
and resources, giving of ourselves to be invested in one another. 
First fruits, not leftovers! 

It’s a covenant consistency. Jesus taught that our heart will 
go where our investment lies. Our sense of belonging will go 
where we’ve given of ourselves in connection with others. I feel 
that I belong with the people of my church, not because they’re 
all beautiful, wonderful people who always do and say the right 
things, but because I’ve invested sacrificially in them of my time 
and my resources. 

In Haggai’s day, God was upset that the temple had not been 
rebuilt because its absence meant that Israel had no storehouse 
of resources to care for people. They had no rallying point where 
relationships and covenant bonds could develop. As a result, 
love dried up, along with the accompanying sense of belonging. 
Where there was no love, the manifestation of God’s presence 
could not flow because God is love. Until they repented and 
adjusted their priorities, their plans were not His plans, and so 
God withdrew His blessing.

“You look for much, but behold, it comes to little; when you 
bring it home, I blow it away. Why?” declares the Lord of 
hosts, “Because of My house which lies desolate, while each 
of you runs to his own house.”  (Haggai 1:9)

Whether it’s the Old Testament physical structure or the 
New Testament building made of living stones, the house of God 
cannot lie desolate without God being angry. Why? Because 
He loves and He wants His house to be a place of abundant 
resources for dispensing and expressing His love. The coming 
outpouring of God’s Spirit will be built upon a restoration of 
His vision for the temple among a people living a culture of the 
kingdom of God.
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God wants His house to be a place of abundant resources 

for dispensing and expressing His love.

If there are to be material resources in the Lord’s house to 
meet the needs of the poor and if you are one of those poor once 
in a while, those resources can only come from your faithfulness 
now in making the needs of others more important than your 
own. If there are to be healing resources in the church, they can 
only come through the dedication of people who have caught 
the meaning of the Father’s love for us and who are willing to 
sacrifice to share it, just as Jesus Himself did. This is the Father’s 
love. This is how it all works. 

If there are to be relational resources in the church—a place 
of belonging, love, security, and safety for all who come—then 
enough of us must value others’ needs above our own needs or 
our own feelings. The last days’ outpouring of God’s Spirit will 
be a repudiation of ways of doing church based in the enter-
tainment model in which people come as individuals, listen to 
three songs expertly performed, hear a nice sermon, and then 
go home an hour later as individuals. In the New Testament 
restored temple, there is a concerted sacrifice of praise in wor-
ship, room for God to move in sovereignty, healing bodies and 
hearts, touching lives, and then a commitment to connected fel-
lowship day by day throughout the rest of the week. 

Psalm 68:6 says, “God makes a home for the lonely.” Be part 
of something, some kind of smaller group within the larger 
congregation. In the New Testament temple, no one has to be 
lonely or feel as if they don’t belong. All it takes is an investment 
in the lives of others and your heart will follow your investment. 

Be present for corporate worship and release your spirit into 
it. Be there for fellowship in a smaller setting for learning and 
ministry to others. People depend on you. You’re a living stone 
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in a spiritual temple with a key role to play. Don’t let your part 
of the wall fall down. Whether you know it or not, others are 
designed by God to interlink with you—living stones—and 
you’re designed for them. There are stones above you, below you, 
and beside you. As in any stone structure, removal of even one 
stone sends cracks through the entire wall of the building.

Together, interlocked, we constitute a temple for the 

dwelling of God to make a declaration to the world.

Together, interlocked, we constitute a temple for the dwell-
ing of God to make a declaration to the world. Old Testament 
and New Testament speak with one voice. God has the same 
heart now as He did then. God calls us in His love in the same 
way throughout eternity. 

In Haggai’s time, the people finally “obeyed the voice of the 
Lord their God and the words of Haggai the prophet…[and] 
showed reverence for the Lord. Then Haggai, the messenger of the 
Lord, spoke by the commission of the Lord to the people saying, ‘I 
am with you,’ declares the Lord” (Haggai 1:12–13).

Heeding the Word of the Lord, the people repented, set 
aside their personal concerns and worries over their own homes, 
and placed a priority on restoring the Lord’s temple so there 
would be resources there for everyone. Then their prophet 
shared God’s simple yet powerful affirming statement: “I am 
with you.” And the fortunes of a whole people turned for the 
better. 

God has a plan and it’s a simple one. Call it the economy of 
the kingdom. It’s this: He gives us His love, we freely give love 
to others, He multiplies His love back to us, and it blesses and 
releases every aspect of our lives as we become, together, the vis-
ible temple able to provide all those resources for all the people. 
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The economy of God’s kingdom is this:  

God gives us His love, we freely give love to others,  

and He multiplies His love back to us.

It’s so basic and clear, although it flies in the face of the cul-
ture of self-focus in which we live and by which our churches 
and our theologies have been so deeply influenced. Love enough 
to give and then experience the love more because you gave. Love 
enough to make His kingdom and the needs of His people more 
important than your own and then experience more love and 
more richness because you loved. 

He will be with you and prosper you. Isaiah 60 will become 
a reality as we live in the greatest outpouring of God’s Spirit 
since Pentecost, having the time of our lives fulfilling our des-
tiny to influence this world in the midst of a gathering darkness.

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the 
Lord has risen upon you. For behold, darkness will cover 
the earth and deep darkness the peoples; but the Lord will 
rise upon you and His glory will appear upon you. Nations 
will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
rising.  (Isaiah 60:1–3)




