
WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT  
CAROL BURTON McLEOD AND VIBRANT…

If anyone has the credibility to write about vibrancy, it’s Carol McLeod! 
Carol lives life with passion and purpose, ultimately setting her gaze on 
Jesus Christ. In this powerful book, Carol invites readers to join her in 
living the vibrant life of joy they were designed to live. Writing with char-
acteristic wisdom and wit, Carol stirs up passion in the heart of readers to 
become all that God intended. Get ready. Your invitation awaits! 

—Becky Harling 
Speaker; best-selling author 

How to Listen So People Will Talk

Vibrant is a powerful teaching tool to help you realize that you don’t have 
to bow to every painful and disappointing circumstance standing on your 
doorstep. Carol masterfully uncovers effective, time-tested, ancient keys 
in God’s Word that will help you stay seated in your heavenly place with 
Christ while walking through the valley of trouble and pain. She will teach 
you how to be draped in God’s glory even while saturated in sorrow and 
suffering. Born out of her own life experiences, coupled with her deep love 
of Scriptures, Vibrant is sure to propel you further into the arms of your 
heavenly Father when times of personal crushing and perplexities threaten 
to overtake you. Carol teaches that miracles of the heart happen when we 
tap in to the atmosphere of heaven, lifting us out of our earth-tethered 
mindset. This is a must read for anyone ready to mine for the gold of Holy 
Spirit living in the face of suffering. As a child of God, the dynamic power 
of the Holy Spirit is explained so beautifully through Carol’s writings.

—Christy Christopher 
Author and speaker 

Incredible Intervention; Until the Day Breaks and the Shadows Flee



Just when I think, How could Carol McLeod top the last book? she does it 
again. She clearly answers the question, “How do I become the me who 
God wants me to be?” Carol is a woman who is becoming who God wants 
her to be. She speaks from her own journey—so much so that when I read 
the words, I hear her speaking them. This book just may be her best and 
most personal to date. 

—Johnie Hampton 
CEO, Hampton Creative Inc. 

To increase your faith, you have to read and hear the Word of God. To 
speak rightly, you have to read and listen rightly. We must listen to teachers 
whose doctrine is sound and mirrors the Word of God—God’s words in 
writing. In Carol McLeod’s new book, Vibrant, well-grounded teaching will 
help you take a huge step up in your faith and passion for God. I explicitly 
trust this woman of God’s instruction, encouragement, and exhortations. 

—Tim Cameron 
Author, educator, intercessor

I’ve always wanted to be a contagious Christian. Now I know how. Thank 
you, Carol McLeod, for your book, Vibrant. In this transformative book, 
you’ll discover how you can be bright and striking, full of enthusiasm and 
energy—different. Isn’t that what being a light is supposed to be? One of 
the highest compliments is for others to realize you’re different. Reading 
this book will bring a fresh vision of how to let God shine through your life.

—John Mason 
Best-selling author, An Enemy Called Average

Do you have trouble finding joy in every day? Are you ready to fulfill your 
purpose without the chains of the past holding you back? Using God’s Word 
as the basis, Carol McLeod teaches us to walk closer to Jesus and provides 
the spiritual lessons we need to become vibrant women of God. I highly 
recommend Vibrant for women who want to flourish in any season of life. 

—Michelle Cox 
Best-selling author, When God Calls the Heart series



Do you long to live well, to feel fully alive? In Vibrant, Carol McLeod offers 
rich, spiritual truth bathed in unparalleled wisdom. This is so much more 
than a path to joy; it is an interactive guide to a life of purpose. 

—Angela Donadio 
Author, Finding Joy When Life Is Out of Focus

Carol McLeod has done it again! A must read for every woman who longs 
for more luster in her life. Carol provides practical advice, unlimited 
hope, and a proven blueprint for a vibrant life! Unpacking the promises of 
Scripture along with her own personal stories to keep you smiling, Carol 
walks with you to new places of promise. 

—Erica Wiggenhorn 
Bible teacher and author 

Unexplainable Jesus: Rediscovering the God You Thought You Knew

Carol McLeod has done it again! In her latest book, Vibrant, she takes us 
on a quest to find that thing our souls thirst for. She makes us consider the 
origins of our perceptions, shakes up our beliefs, and guides us to a place 
of deeper fulfillment. You will want to make sure you have a highlighter in 
hand as you read this book because there are gems, nuggets, and treasure 
on every page. Vibrant provides a message you will want to read more than 
once—because who doesn’t want to feel more alive?

—Anita Agers-Brooks 
International speaker, life coach, and award-winning author 

Getting Through What You Can’t Get Over

Carol McLeod is a prolific author, inspirational speaker, and a person 
of deep insights. Her latest book Vibrant provides wonderful keys into 
unlocking all the special gifts God has created in you, so that you will 
flourish and be a vibrant reflection of His joy, freedom, and purpose for 
your life.

—Amick Byram 
Actor, recording artist, and Grammy nominee



Carol McLeod is a passionate woman of God. She follows His lead in her 
writing and her everyday life. A gifted speaker, teacher, and writer, Carol 
pours her heart into all that her Savior asks her to do. It’s an honor to call 
her my friend and a blessing to benefit from her divine-inspired wisdom 
with each new book she writes.

—Lynette Eason 
Best-selling, award-winning author, Danger Never Sleeps series

Author Carol McLeod has given readers a great gift with her latest book, 
Vibrant: Developing a Deep and Abiding Joy for All Seasons. Not only is she 
presenting us with the tools to find joy, she’s also providing a roadmap. Her 
heartfelt stories and wisdom as she applies God’s word are priceless. This 
will be a book I return to again and again. 

—Edie Melson 
Director, Blue Ridge Mountains Christian Writers Conference

Do you want to live strong and bright in a world all too often full of 
pain and darkness? This kind of vibrant life is possible and author Carol 
McLeod shows us how in her wonderful new book, Vibrant. I’ve always 
appreciated McLeod’s brilliance in helping her readers understand where 
Scripture and real life intersect. Not only does Vibrant instruct, but it 
also inspires growth as we trust God for all things, encouraged by truths 
such as this: “When God the Father first thought of you, He thought of a 
person who would be filled with His very own character. It was His holy 
and high intention that you would live a life not scarred by pain but made 
beautiful by pain. He needed a vessel just like you that would partner with 
Him in splashing His joy, hope, and life all over this crazy and dark world 
in which we live.” For anyone longing for more purpose, power, and peace, 
this book will most certainly accelerate your growth! 

—Lucinda Secrest McDowell 
Author, Soul Strong and Life-Giving Choices
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Dedication

Lovingly dedicated to the best friends a girl could ever have.

Shannon Maitre
Although we are not sisters by blood, we are certainly sisters 
by divine intervention! How I have loved mentoring you over 
the years—and now you mentor me! I love watching you love 
others, dig for gold in Scripture, and share your own unique 

brand of joy on the world. You, dear one, are a treasure.

And when we both get older
With walking canes and hair of gray

Have no fear even though it’s hard to hear
I will stand here close and say,
Thank you for being a friend1

Dawn Frink
Oh! What a wise and wonderful gift you have been to me! You 
have loved me when I wasn’t very lovable and have weathered 

many storms with me. You are a woman of substance and 
value. I would rather go for a walk with you, drink tea with 
you, and absorb your grace than any other woman I know.

Winter, spring, summer or fall
All you have to do is call

And I’ll be there, yes, I will
You’ve got a friend2

1. Andrew Gold, “Thank You for Being a Friend,” on All This and Heaven Too (Asylum 
Records, 1978).
2. Carole King, “You’ve Got a Friend,” on Tapestry (Ode Records, 1971).
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Foreword

About ten years ago, I was filming a scene for a movie on a magnifi-
cent hillside in Italy. It was 3 a.m., we’d been working for forty-eight hours 
straight … and it was raining. It was the kind of hard, freezing rain that 
goes deep into your bones and starts to paralyze you. I was tired, frus-
trated, soaking wet, and cold. 

And yet I was having the time of my life. As I stood there, absolutely 
miserable on the outside, I realized that this was what I was born to do. As 
a result, I was more than happy—I was vibrant.

Honestly, there have been numerous moments like that one through-
out my life. In many ways, they were moments of revelation, because in 
spite of the difficult circumstances, I discovered I was loving every minute, 
no matter what the challenge. 

The truth is, I always look at a glass as half-full rather than half-empty. 
Since I was evidently born to see the positive side in just about everything, 
I can’t take the credit. But that ability has had a profound impact on my 
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life and career. That’s not to say I haven’t experienced tough times, but I’ve 
discovered that how you respond to those difficulties is far more important 
than the difficulties themselves.

My job as a filmmaker and media coach is to help people share their 
story with the largest possible audience. After all, everyone has a story, 
but in today’s media-saturated, distracted, and disconnected world, most 
of those people struggle to get their voices heard. My particular focus is 
the intersection of faith, media, and culture, so I spend a great deal of time 
writing books and speaking at events filled with people who are eager to 
tell stories about their own faith experience.

And keep in mind that in spite of all the media opportunities out there 
today, it’s that very flood of media clutter that makes it more difficult than 
ever to connect. In fact, some research suggests that we’re so distracted and 
have so many options that when we meet someone for the first time, we 
decide what we think about that person within the first four to eight seconds. 

Think about that for a minute. You haven’t had time to get to know the 
person or listen to what they have to say. But in a world where we’re being 
bombarded with as many as 10,000 media messages every single day, we 
have plenty of other options. So we’ve actually changed our behavior to the 
point where we start making decisions about things before we even have 
the chance to fully experience them.

Needless to say, it’s a recipe for a culture of isolation.

For instance, when co-writer Jonathan Bock and I were researching 
our book The Way Back: How Christians Blew Our Credibility and How 
We Get It Back, we discovered a fascinating fact: 69 percent of Americans 
don’t know their neighbor’s name! That means more than two-thirds of our 
population doesn’t know the person living next door, across the street, or 
down the hall. Certainly there are many things to blame—social media, 
mobile phones, digital distractions—but the implication is staggering for 
our culture, our communities, and our relationships. 

It’s also a growing global crisis, and a big part of the reason the United 
Kingdom recently designated a minister for loneliness in the prime 
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minister’s cabinet. A press release announcing the position explained, 
“Three quarters of general practitioners surveyed have said they are seeing 
between one and five people a day suffering with loneliness, which is linked 
to a range of damaging health impacts, like heart disease, strokes and 
Alzheimer’s disease. Around 200,000 older people have not had a conver-
sation with a friend or relative in more than a month.”

Clearly, there’s a crisis of loneliness in our world today.

But one thing I’ve learned over the years is that joy dissolves the iso-
lation. Like a magnet, people are drawn to joyful and vibrant people like 
moths to a flame, without that nasty problem of being burned in the 
process.

The bottom line is that whatever your message, calling, or passion, if 
you want to impact other people, becoming more vibrant and joyful is the 
single most important way to capture their attention.

Because of my career, I’m on a plane just about every week. Early one 
morning, I boarded a flight and was upgraded to first class. I sat next to 
a very nice elderly woman who was obviously not terribly familiar with 
flying. She struggled with her seatbelt for a minute or two before I reached 
over and fixed the problem. In the process, I made a joke about it.

Surprised, she said quite loudly, “How can you make a joke this early 
in the morning? It’s way too early to be happy!” We both laughed, and it 
started a conversation that allowed me to share where my joy comes from, 
which naturally led to a discussion about my Christian faith.

Whatever your idea, message, passion, or gift, you’re about to learn 
how living a vibrant life will open doors you never dreamed you could 
open. I’ve known Carol McLeod for decades, and I’m convinced you’re in 
remarkable hands. Honestly, I’ve never seen another book quite like this, 
and when I read the manuscript, I knew it would be a game changer for 
millions of people.

Perhaps you’ve spent your life seeing the glass as half-empty. Perhaps 
you’ve never known how to express the kind of vibrant life this book is 
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about. Or perhaps you’ve experienced great tragedy, abuse, or neglect, and 
can’t imagine another option.

Whatever your background and whatever you’ve experienced, I can 
guarantee your story isn’t over. Just as I realized on that freezing cold and 
wet Italian hillside many years ago, when you discover what you’re born to 
do, it will change everything.

—Phil Cooke, Phd.D. 
Founder/CEO, Cooke Media Group 

Author, Maximize Your Influence: How to Make Digital Media Work  
for Your Church, Your Ministry, and You
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Introduction

Have you ever met someone who possessed a quiet radiance so rich 
and so dynamic that you ached for more? This unique individual may have 
exuded more than just a mere sparkle but wordlessly communicated a deep 
and abiding joy. Have you ever met a person like that? I have and when I 
met her, I determined then and there that I wanted what she had. It’s not 
that I wanted to be her, but I did want to be like her.

Perhaps you have a friend or a family member whose presence is pro-
foundly compelling and they are able to revive the dead places in your life 
in just a single conversation or with a mere word of encouragement. If you 
know someone like this, you anticipate your times together and yearn for 
just one more minute of conversation.

As you observed this unique individual, you might have realized that 
their joy was contagious, their peace was deep, and their compassion was 
engaging. Sometimes, when you meet a person with those outstanding 
characteristics, you place them in a certain category, thinking of Mary 
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Poppins, Pollyanna, or even “hmm…shallow.” However, if you make the 
effort to take a longer look at this radiant individual’s life, you might just 
realize that their persona is not attached to their circumstances but rather 
to their convictions.

This person is simply vibrant, regardless of their socioeconomic level, 
education, marital status, or health. This person has determined to live 
their life in a manner that is both compelling and magnetic.

The ability to live a vibrant life, I believe, comes from two distinct 
determinates in life: first, the ability to suffer well no matter the cost to 
personal preference or desires; and second, an attachment to Someone 
greater than self. This book will present the case for both dynamic disci-
plines that are a prerequisite to living a vibrant life.

Vibrant is both a how-to book and a what-to book. Although you may 
not see lists named “How to…” or “What to…,” make no mistake about it, 
they are on every page, between every sentence, and bursting out of every 
word.

What to Be
What is it that we are meant to be as believers in Jesus Christ? Is there 

a heavenly cookie cutter that somehow cuts us all out of the same shape 
so that we taste, appear, and resemble one another completely? Although 
I don’t believe that there is a divine cookie cutter that determines your 
personality, I do believe that we are all made in the image of the One who 
created us.

What are some of the character traits and attitudes that we are called 
to exude as we live our life in the land of disappointment, rejection, and dis-
couragement? Are there expected disciplines that will guarantee Christlike 
behavior in a world gone mad? Does the Father expect our personalities to 
mimic one another as we dance through this experience known as time? 
More importantly, when Christ and His divine nature come to take up 
residence inside of a mere mortal, what changes must be made to accom-
modate His amazing presence?
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As I have walked with Christ for over half of a century, I have struggled 
with this very issue, wondering, What must I do to become less like me and 
more like Him? Is there a formula? A vitamin? Is it possible to earn a degree in 
the character of Christ? What must I do?

Vibrant, therefore, will also answer necessary questions like these:

• What are some of the expected, and yet very fulfilling, behaviors 
expected for a believer in Jesus Christ?

• Do I still get to be me?

• Am I expected to be perfect?

• Can I still have fun?

• Is this just an act? Do I just read the script rather than be the real 
me?

• Where is the blueprint found for this type of living?

How to…
Although I can’t tell you how to lose fifty pounds and keep them off, 

how to bake a mouthwatering chocolate cake, or how to refurbish a 1950s 
car, I can tell you how to live for Jesus. I can instruct you how to live a life 
so rich and so glorious that the people in your world will ache for what 
you have. After years of reading and studying Scripture, and decades of 
living enthusiastically for Christ and His kingdom, I believe that I have the 
insight to teach you this miraculous way of life. I can coach you by using 
the Bible as our source and laying out a practical, daily strategy for living a 
miraculously vibrant life.

Although the process is far from easy, it is indeed simple.

Even a person who has been pummeled by the circumstances of life 
will be able to catch a fresh vision and learn how to flourish once again. 
You see, circumstances do not have the power to determine what type of 
life you will live. Only you and the Holy Spirit in you have that dynamic 
power! Disappointments, discouragement, and rejection might have 
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distracted you but the Word of God will brilliantly redirect your heart and 
your choices toward Christ and His unshakable kingdom.

More often than I would have preferred, I have asked myself:

• How do I still stay me and yet become like Him when my world 
has collapsed? 

• Why has this happened to me?

• Is it possible for me to live a life of joy and purpose while living in 
the middle of this mess?

To help you become the Vibrant person you can be, we will address 
questions such as:

• How do I move beyond past pain?

• How do I remove weeds such as anger, bitterness, and impatience 
that have grown in my heart?

• How do I repair the damage of the past?

• How do I cultivate a new way of living?

• Is there a new normal—a better normal? If so, what is it and where 
do I find it?

• How do I become the me that God wants me to be?

Undeniable
We will take a long, lingering look at New Testament Scriptures that 

clearly invite believers of every generation to live an extraordinarily rich 
and vital life. There is no greater place to look for eternal truth than in the 
Word of God. There is no lovelier mirror to look into than the sacred pages 
of Scripture. There is no other call so gracious and yet so compelling as the 
invitation to simply become more and more like Jesus. 

You see, my friend, you will never live a vibrant life on your own 
strength or due to your own mental calculations. You need more than what 
you, as a human, have to offer in order to live an undeniably passionate and 
luminous life. 
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You need Jesus, you need the power of the Holy Spirit, and you need 
His eternal Word. When you combine your weakness with His strength, 
the certain result is a miracle! When you add the wisdom of His Word 
to the fragility of your human thinking, you will experience the mind of 
Christ. When you ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with His ageless power, 
you will be the person who was in the Father’s heart at the beginning of 
eternity.

For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s 
womb. I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonder-
fully made; wonderful are Your works, and my soul knows it very 
well. My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in 
secret, and skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; Your eyes 
have seen my unformed substance; and in Your book were all writ-
ten the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not 
one of them.  —Psalm 139:13–16

When God the Father first thought of you, He thought of a person 
who would be filled with His very own character. It was His holy and high 
intention that you would live a life not scarred by pain but made beautiful 
by pain. He needed a vessel just like you to partner with Him in splashing 
His joy, hope, and life all over this crazy and dark world in which we live. 
You were chosen by the One whose very name is life (see John 14:6) to live 
vibrantly at your moment in history. Not only have you been given the job 
of living vibrantly, but you have also been fully equipped to live a vibrant 
and expansive life.

It’s Time to Explore
I’d like to invite you to join me on a grand adventure as we discover the 

source of life, the meaning of life, and the purpose of living well. The expe-
dition on which we are about to embark will be challenging but fulfilling. 
We will view luscious and magnificent possibilities, traveling through dry 
and arid places to reach our intended goal. As you learn from this exciting 
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journey, you will also be handed a treasure map of sorts that will be filled 
with choices. Only you can decide what direction you will take.

The interactive map will ask you questions that, again, only you can 
answer.

• Is this the life you want to live?

• What kind of person do you want to be?

• Are you being the best you possible?

• Can you be kinder? More loving? More passionate?

• Can you show a greater grace? Can you be a better friend?

• How have you been designed to be a vessel of joy? Of peace? Of 
hope?

• Are you using your time for things that truly matter in life?

So, my friend, gear up! Set your face to the sunrise and fill your heart 
with unmatched possibilities. Determine this day that whatever vibrant 
means, you want it! Tell yourself and anyone who will listen, “If I am noth-
ing else, I will be vibrant.”

Would you pray this prayer with me today?

Lord Jesus, I want everything that You have for me. I desire to 
be a vibrant demonstration of Your character on earth. I pray 
that as You reveal Yourself to me, I will become more and more 
like You every day. In Jesus’s name I pray. Amen.

|

We become what we purpose to become—what we  
are intentional about becoming.  

—Heidi St. John
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But What Does It Mean  
to Be Vibrant?

Have you ever smugly assumed that you knew what a certain word 
meant, but when you looked up its definition in a dictionary, you discov-
ered that it meant something else entirely?! Such is my relationship with 
the word vibrant.

When I was explaining to my lifelong mentor that the title of this 
book would be Vibrant, she peered at me over her bifocals with a question 
mark etched into her lovely yet wrinkled face and queried, “But what does 
vibrant mean?”

Although she has lived for over seven decades, this lady with a spring 
in her step is quite savvy when it comes to technology. She quickly pulled 
up the definition on her smartphone.

“Moving to and fro rapidly,” she read to me dryly. “Oscillating or pul-
sating rapidly, readily set in vibration.”
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I looked at her as if she had lost her senses. I wondered if she had been 
sitting on her heating pad too long.

“That’s surely not what it means,” I emphatically replied. “At least, that’s 
not what I thought it meant.”

Although she was gracious enough not to say it aloud, I knew this sage 
woman was thinking, Carol, if you are going to write a book about something, 
you better know what it means!

And so began my journey into understanding the meaning of this elu-
sive but powerful word.

According to Webster…and Carol
When I was in the fifth grade, Miss Sullivan lovingly called her stu-

dents’ dictionaries “your little red friend.” We each had one on top of our 
desk on the first day of school and we were expected to use it often. We 
participated in dictionary drills and spelling bees; there was daily time set 
aside for reading out loud from “our little red friend.” If someone in the 
classroom had the audacity to ask the severe Miss Sullivan what a word 
meant, she would slap her ruler on the guilty student’s desk and command, 
“Get out your little red friend!”

Believe it or not, that was the year I fell in love with words. I loved to dis-
cover antonyms, synonyms, definitions, and word derivations. While other 
students were fascinated by the Beatles, Sandy Koufax, and Peggy Fleming, 
I was thinking about parts of speech, word usage, and alphabetical order.

It should come as no surprise, then, that when my dear mentor chal-
lenged me concerning the meaning of the word “vibrant” nearly five decades 
after the fifth grade, I dug ferociously for meaning and for derivation.

According to the dictionary, the word “vibrant” is an adjective and 
among its meanings are: “pulsating with life, vigor or activity,” “oscillat-
ing or pulsating rapidly,” “readily set in vibration,” “responsive, sensitive,” 
“sounding as a result of vibration : resonant,” and “bright.”

As I read this very official definition of my new favorite word, I realized 
that although it was beginning to make better sense to me, I still had some 
research to do in order to thoroughly understand the meaning of vibrant.
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This word first appeared in print in 1616 and it has apparently stood 
the test of time … unlike other words that were birthed that same year, like 
bemock (mock) and eleemosynary (charitable). 

As I continued through the word search that I hoped would lead me 
toward greater understanding, I learned that vibrant comes from the Latin 
vibrare, which means “to agitate,” hence the English meaning of “pulsating 
with life, vigor or activity.”

My treasure hunt led me to more definitions for vibrant—and I finally 
found a wordsmith’s pot of gold. Under the secondary definitions for 
vibrant, I found this rare paragon of knowledge:

• Having or showing great life, activity and energy

• Very bright and strong

That’s what I thought! A vibrant person shows great life, great activity, 
and great energy. A vibrant person is alive in the deepest part of his or her 
soul and flourishes in every season of life. A vibrant person knows the secret 
of thriving in the most adverse of conditions. 

Perhaps I need to write a dictionary! This would be my definition of 
vibrant:

• Showing life enthusiastically, a high level of inner energy

• Flourishing in every season of life

• The ability to thrive in the most adverse of living conditions

• Lavish and exuberant growth that reveals itself in uncommon and 
captivating ways

The Sacred Invitation
I can’t speak for you. I can only speak for me and for the desires that 

are stirring within my own heart. I want to live vibrantly with a ferocious 
ardor and an unremitting hunger. I want to live a life so noble and mean-
ingful that heaven gasps in awe and in wonder. I deeply thirst for a living 
dynamic that smacks of eternity and causes the enemy and his obnoxious 
companions to cower in fear and shame.
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I will embrace a vibrant existence even if no one else joins me on this 
thrilling journey. However, my new friend, consider yourself invited! 

You, my friend,

Are cordially invited

By t he Creator of t he Universe and t he Lover of your soul

To Live a Vibrant Life.

RSVP Daily

It is time to prepare the soil of our hearts for a vibrant crop of mirac-
ulous growth and remarkable beauty. I hope that this book will become 
your companion in this growing season and in many to come. God’s desire 
is that your life becomes a well-watered demonstration of His beauty and 
wonder. You were created to be a vibrant show-and-tell of all that God is. 
Your heart, and therefore your life, was made for unseasonable abundance 
and for radiant delight. You, my friend, were made to be vibrant!

Would you pray with me today:

Lord Jesus, I respond to Your holy invitation to join my life 
with Yours in the ability to live a vibrant life. I long to thrive in 
the most adverse of conditions and to f lourish in every season 
of life. I am Yours, Lord, so water me with Your word. In 
Jesus’s name I pray. Amen.

|

The whole world is a series of miracles, but we’re so used to 
them we call them ordinary things.  

—Hans Christian Andersen


