
What People Are Saying About  
James W. Goll and The Feeler…

My dear friend James Goll is a disciplined student of the Word and 
a prolific writer. He lives to communicate the heart of God for our 
lives. His latest book, The Feeler: Discovering How Sensitivity Helps You 
Discern and Act on God’s Voice, is timely and greatly needed. And as far 
as I know, it is the only book of its kind. The sensitivities of our lives are 
typically shut down in favor of the intellect. Many people don’t realize 
that God doesn’t always speak to the mind first. Even the brilliant apos-
tle Paul taught that the kingdom of God is righteousness, peace, and joy, 
which means two-thirds of the kingdom are felt realities. In The Feeler, 
you will see and hear the insights of someone who has successfully nav-
igated the one part of the Christian life that most leaders would like to 
avoid. I believe this book will have a powerful impact on all who read it.

—Bill Johnson 
Author, Born for Significance and The Way of Life 

Bethel Church, Redding, CA

James Goll is one of the most accurate prophets I know. For years, 
Christians have tried to shut down their emotions. James’s break-
through book The Feeler will stop you from ignoring this God-given 
aspect of your life and enable you to discern the gift of the prophetic 
voice in your emotions.

—Sid Roth 
Host, It’s Supernatural!



A dear friend for decades, James Goll has proven to be a unique gift 
to the church and to me personally, excelling in his God-ordained 
roles as a seasoned prophet, teacher, and writer. His newest book, The 
Feeler, shares his down-to-earth perspective on the role of emotions in 
the life of a spiritually mature believer. I believe you will be equipped 
and inspired by powerful insights into the Word of God as you embark 
on this eye-opening journey in the spirit. More than just a book, The 
Feeler is an invitation to encounter God in fresh ways, to be activated in 
your Spirit-empowered senses, and to walk more fully into your divine 
calling!

—Dr. Ché Ahn 
Founder and President, Harvest International Ministry 

Founding and Senior Pastor, Harvest Rock Church, Pasadena, CA 
International Chancellor, Wagner University 

Ché Ahn Ministries

James Goll shares my vision to bring the supernatural power of God 
to this generation, and he has a distinct calling in this realm. God 
gives us signs and wonders not for their own sake but so they will lead 
us to have a deep relationship with the living God. In his new book, 
The Feeler, James combines what he has learned in decades of ministry 
to show you how to hear God’s voice, discern spiritual atmospheres, 
demolish the plans of the enemy, and be so attuned to the works of the 
Father that you walk in step with His Spirit every moment of the day. 
Through this book, you will learn to receive the fullness of God’s life 
and be prepared to reach out to others with His powerful peace, heal-
ing, and deliverance!

—Apostle Guillermo Maldonado 
Founder, King Jesus International Ministry, Miami, FL 

Best-selling author of many books, including Jesus Is Coming Soon, 
Breakthrough Prayer, and How to Walk in the Supernatural Power of God



God wants to open the glories of His heavens to us, touching our lives 
and the lives of people around us with discernment, healing, divine 
intervention, deliverance, and much more. And He has provided various 
power portals for us to receive His heavenly gifts. Some of these portals 
are in our own bodies but need to be spiritually activated. In The Feeler, 
James Goll vividly explains how our physical senses can be gateways 
into the supernatural realm and that we should invite the Holy Spirit to 
help us make the appropriate connections. Through this book, you will 
expand the breadth and depth of your understanding and practice of 
living in the Spirit. Release your senses and emotions to God and allow 
Him to speak to you, to demonstrate His love in myriad ways, and to 
bring His glory realms to earth.

—Joshua Mills 
Recording artist, keynote conference speaker, and author of more than 

twenty books, including Power Portals, Moving in Glory Realms,  
and 7 Divine Mysteries 
www.joshuamills.com

The Feeler is an excellent work by James W. Goll that aptly teaches 
how to be a God-centered, spiritual person in a material world. This 
book focuses rightly on the process of spiritual growth as a function of 
training our natural senses to interact with the spiritual realm all the 
time. We cannot lean on our own understanding and walk with God 
at the same time. The power of life in the Spirit is activated by our own 
decisions to humbly rely on His supernatural grace and insights, rather 
than our own opinions and thinking. James Goll has provided us with 
clear guidelines so that we can live the life of Christ as He did on this 
earth.

—Joan Hunter 
Author and evangelist



Many people are earnestly seeking transformation in their lives, their 
families, their work, or their ministry. If you want to experience such 
change, so much depends on your hearing God’s voice, understanding 
His will, and walking in His power. You need to know all the means God 
has given you for connecting with Him and flowing in His Spirit. With 
James Goll’s new book, The Feeler, you will learn the dynamic connec-
tion between your senses—both physical and spiritual—and discerning 
what God wants to say to you and receiving what He wants to give you. 
Among other insights, James shares how to integrate your senses with 
the exercise of your spiritual gifts and the development of the fruit of 
the Spirit in your life. Discover how this unique “Feeler realm” can come 
alive for you as you yield to God and allow Him to empower you in 
breakthrough for “a new day and a new era”!

—Matt Sorger 
Prophetic healing revivalist 

Author, God’s Unstoppable Breakthrough 
Founder, Glory Life echurch 

mattsorger.com

James Goll is a powerful prophet, an anointed teacher, a gifted story-
teller, and an insightful author on so many prophetic subjects. His latest 
book, The Feeler: Discovering How Sensitivity Helps You Discern and Act 
on God’s Voice, equips believers to understand the role our emotions and 
five natural senses play in hearing the voice of God and discerning His 
heart. This book explodes with wisdom and fresh insight that will cause 
God’s supernatural realm to become more tangible in the reader’s life. 
Prepare to be strengthened and challenged in your walk with God as 
“the Feeler realm” is opened to you in a new way.

—Jane Hamon 
Vision Church @ Christian International 

Prophet, teacher, and author, Dreams and Visions, The Deborah 
Company, The Cyrus Decree, Discernment,  

and Declarations for Breakthrough



Many believers experience feelings and senses that perplex them. They 
wonder, “Where is this coming from? Is this me? What do I do with 
this?” In James Goll’s book The Feeler: Discovering How Sensitivity Helps 
You Discern and Act on God’s Voice, you will learn how to discern those 
feelings and senses and how to grow in sensitivity to the nudges of the 
Spirit of God. There is very little teaching available in the church on this 
subject. I’m thrilled that James has produced this wonderful resource. 
He is always Scripture-based, seasoned in Holy Spirit-directed encoun-
ters, and full of wisdom in delivery and implementation. You will dis-
cover many valuable keys in this book that will grant you much-desired 
understanding.

—Patricia King 
Minister, author, and television host

James Goll is such an immense treasure trove of wisdom, knowledge, 
and revelation on anything and everything to do with spiritual sens-
ing and discerning. No matter what level of discernment you presently 
have, this forerunner book on the Feeler realm will provide you with an 
on-ramp to go to the next level. The chapters on refining your spiritual 
senses and on sensitivity are indeed priceless. For James and other disci-
ples of Jesus like him, it is all connected to growing in greater intimacy 
with God—and that will be the lasting, supernatural fruit of your read-
ing this wonderful book.

—Johnny Enlow 
International speaker and author, The Seven Mountain Mandate



James Goll is not just a dear friend; I consider him to be one of profound 
mind and insight in relation to prophetic perception. As the church 
continues to move forward into the intention of God for its future, 
more and more you will be hearing of the need for a Pentecostal and 
charismatic “Theology of Discernment.” As people who believe in the 
fullness of the Spirit, our comprehension of the process of perception 
and discernment is influenced by our encounters with God the Father’s 
threefold cord, which is never to be separated: the Holy Spirit, the Son 
of God, and the Scriptures. We, as God’s company of prophetic and 
kingly priests, are coming to terms with how to enter into the purposes 
of God with discernment that brings about His desired results. James’s 
newest release, The Feeler, is a perfect follow-up to his classic work The 
Discerner. The Feeler gives us all a seat at the table where this conver-
sation is taking place—and will continue to take place and expand as 
we move forward into the future Jesus has prepared for us. My thanks 
to James for taking on this topic. As you read, you will discover how 
James’s brilliance shines on every page!

—Dr. Mark J. Chironna 
Church On The Living Edge 

Mark Chironna Ministries, Longwood, FL

As believers, all of us have the ability to hear God’s voice, although how 
we primarily hear from Him or obtain revelation may be different from 
the next person. Many of us are wired to first discern through our feelings 
what God is doing, then knowing or supernaturally seeing follows. James 
Goll’s newest book, The Feeler, is being released at this pivotal moment in 
history to instruct us how to discern, in the “Feeler realm,” what God is 
saying. It’s an encouragement that our feelings often lead to the discovery 
of the “more” that God has for us in the supernatural. Be encouraged! 
You are hearing from God through what you are sensing and feeling!

—Ana Werner 
Founder, Ana Werner Ministries 

President, Eagles Network 
Author, The Seer’s Path, Seeing Behind the Veil, and The Warrior’s Dance



Devour this book. James Goll gives us not just an understanding of the 
theology of discernment in how to better hear God’s voice, but also in 
how these principles apply to our daily lives. Through many years of 
experience and ministry, James is able to impart truths in practical ways 
to others. I encourage every believer who desires to grow in the areas of 
discernment and the prophetic to study The Feeler.

—Dr. Mahesh Chavda 
All Nations Church, Charlotte, NC

 
One of my deep concerns for the church is that many believers haven’t 
been equipped to walk in the supernatural power that God has made 
available to them, and therefore they remain discouraged and defeated 
in their lives. We need more teaching about how God is continually 
reaching out to help us and wants us to live in peace, strength, and vic-
tory in our Christian lives. James Goll is a gifted teacher with a pastor’s 
heart who shares a groundbreaking message for the body of Christ. In 
his new book The Feeler, he explains how God has specifically designed 
us to hear Him and to serve Him with not only our spirits, minds, and 
wills but also our emotions. When we learn to employ the full range of 
our God-given senses, we will be supernaturally equipped in new and 
powerful ways to receive from Him in the heavenly realms and then to 
reach out to other people with His love, grace, healing, freedom, pur-
pose, and victory.

—Dr. Kynan T. Bridges 
Pastor, Grace & Peace Global Fellowship 

Author, Unlocking the Code of the Supernatural, School of the Miraculous, 
and The Power of Prophetic Prayer



James Goll’s book The Feeler explores a dimension that at times has been 
greatly overlooked, especially if we are not tuned in to the nuances of the 
Holy Spirit’s directives. As you read this book, you will be awakened 
into a whole new realm of insight, guidance, and revelation. You will be 
invited into another class in the School of the Holy Spirit of Hearing 
and Obeying the Voice of God. James is pioneering for the body of 
Christ once again, as he did previously with his classic books The Seer 
and The Discerner. Add The Feeler to your arsenal, and you will be more 
equipped and ready than ever before!

—Steven and Renee Springer 
Cofounders, Global Presence Ministries
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Experiencing the Emotions  
of God

“These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in 
you, and that your joy may be full.” 

—John 15:11 (nkjv)

Let’s go for the jugular right at the beginning! Does God have emo-
tions? Some theologians say no; they declare that an all-powerful, 
supreme God must be “impassible,” that He doesn’t have passions, as 
we do. And if He does, He doesn’t exhibit them openly, as we do. After 
a lifetime of learning about God, I reject that proposition based on a 
wealth of scriptural evidence, much of which we will explore in this 
opening chapter.

Of course, God does not have human emotions. He isn’t subject to 
fickle feelings and whimsical moods, nor is He influenced unduly by the 
condition of the worlds He has created. You can be sure that He never 
experiences PMS (Prophetic Mood Swings)! God does not sit in heaven 
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worrying over our earthly condition, wringing His hands with sweaty 
palms. I don’t believe there is ever a conversation within the Godhead 
where something is said along the lines of, “Oh My, what are We going 
to do?”

Yet, in Scripture, we see that God “takes delight.” He experiences 
gladness and joy. He is lavishly and lovingly generous. His protective 
instinct is often aroused, and He goes to battle on behalf of those in 
need. He comforts. He is sympathetic and relatable, tolerant and patient. 

The Bible shows us how God expresses His emotions; Zephaniah 
even portrays Him as a singing God. Just look at the numerous words of 
emotion in these three different translations of Zephaniah 3:17, includ-
ing the New American Standard Bible, which is the main version used in 
this book:

The Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior. He will 
exult over you with joy, He will be quiet in His love, He will rejoice 
over you with shouts of joy.

For the Lord your God is living among you. He is a mighty savior. 
He will take delight in you with gladness. With his love, he will 
calm all your fears. He will rejoice over you with joyful songs.   
 (nlt)

The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He 
will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke 
you, but will rejoice over you with singing.  (niv)

As human beings made in God’s image, we have been created as 
emotional beings because that is the way He is. That is already a pretty 
clear acknowledgment that our Creator God is Himself an emotional 
Being. Due to our fallen state, we are also badly tainted with sin and 
rebellion and evil motives; yet, in our original design, we are modeled 
like our Creator. He expresses Himself in many ways, and He wants 
us to follow Him closely as we love and serve Him. He is not a dis-
tant, detached, aloof, and unfeeling God; indeed, He is passionate and 
compassionate.
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THAT YOUR JOY MAY BE FULL
Look again at the Scripture quoted at the beginning of this chapter: 

“These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and 
that your joy may be full” (John 15:11 nkjv). This is Jesus, speaking to 
His disciples. Remember that He and the Father God are one; here, He 
is speaking as God, telling the disciples that His own joy is increasing 
as He is explaining the kingdom to them, and that He wants their joy 
to increase as well. He wants joy to be a shared emotion for all of His 
disciples, including present-day you and me.

See how He longs for us to share His joy:

“Is Ephraim My dear son? Is he a delightful child? Indeed, as often 
as I have spoken against him, I certainly still remember him; there-
fore My heart yearns for him; I will surely have mercy on him,” 
declares the Lord.  (Jeremiah 31:20)

How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel? 
How can I make you like Admah? How can I set you like Zeboiim? 
My heart churns within Me; My sympathy is stirred.   
 (Hosea 11:8 nkjv)

So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way 
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he 
ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. The son 
said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his 
servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring 
on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill 
it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.”  (Luke 15:20–23 niv)

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.   
 (John 3:16)

To my way of thinking, none of these Scriptures portrays a cerebral, 
emotionless deity. No, together they give us a full-color picture of the 
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God who is moved by emotions such as yearning, love, and compassion 
to act. He loved the people He has created so much that He sent His 
only Son to save them from a well-deserved sentence of death. He loves 
each of us so much that He takes the initiative to save us even when we 
spurn Him repeatedly.

God’s heart beats with such a profound depth of feelings that on a 
celestial EEG, it will never flatline. When we accept His outreaches and 
respond to His love, all of heaven throbs with joy and celebrates with 
Him. In fact, heaven knows how to throw a party!

GOD’S HEART BEATS WITH SUCH A PROFOUND 

DEPTH OF FEELINGS THAT ON A CELESTIAL EEG, 

IT WILL NEVER FLATLINE.

EMOTIONS IGNITED
Jonathan Edwards, colonial pastor, preacher, and theologian of 

the First Great Awakening (who from his portraits appears to repre-
sent stern formality and rigid fortitude), preached about what he called 
“holy affections,” that is, sanctified emotions. He wrote, “True religion, 
in great part, consists in holy affections.”1 He considered the enjoyment 
of holy affections to be part of the abundant life of true believers. As 
Psalm 16:11 puts it, “You will make known to me the path of life; in Your 
presence is fullness of joy; in Your right hand there are pleasures forever.”

Jack Hayford, respected elder statesman in the body of Christ, con-
siders that in an environment in which God’s Word is foundational and 
the person of Christ is the focus, His Holy Spirit brings clear think-
ing along with an emotional response. He says that the Spirit can be 

1. Jonathan Edwards, A Treatise Concerning Religious Affections (1746), www.jonathan-
edwards.org/religiousAffections.pdf, part I, page 6.
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trusted to both “enlighten the intelligence and ignite the emotions.”2 
Hayford explains that God is not asking anybody to abandon reason 
or to “succumb to some euphoric feeling.”3 Instead, He is asking us to 
surrender senseless fears about His control of both our intellects and 
our emotions.

An emotion, after all, happens to be a lively and vigorous activity 
of the mind, not a separate function outside the operation of the mind. 
Our emotions cannot be dissected from the other actions of our intel-
lects. We are delighted or displeased with things all the time, and our 
emotions have an impact upon our bodies, our level of holiness, our rela-
tionships, our decisions. Whether we are being acknowledged for a job 
well done or reprimanded for a mistake, emotions can burst to the sur-
face instantaneously—momentarily bypassing the more “logical think-
ing” part of us. How we handle those bursts are determining factors of 
our true emotional health. 

In the context of our life in Christ, we can look to the Word of God 
to learn more about our emotions. For example, whenever we see the 
word heart in Scripture, we must be ready to consider our emotions 
within the context of the passage.

Over the years of ministering with people, I have realized that 
human hearts clearly can be hardened or softened toward the things of 
God. Jesus told the parable of the sower to alert us to the various condi-
tions of the human heart:

Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seeds. As he scattered them 
across his field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and 
ate them. Other seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The 
seeds sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. But the plants 
soon wilted under the hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep roots, 
they died. Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked 
out the tender plants. Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they 

2. Jack Hayford, A Passion for Fullness (Waco, TX: Word Publishing, 1991), 31.
3. Ibid.
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produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as 
much as had been planted!  (Matthew 13:3–8 nlt)

What is the condition of your heart’s “soil”? Is it rocky or thorny? 
Or is your heart like good, soft soil, ready to receive the Sower’s seed? 
For years, I prayed, “Lord, send forth Your Word like a hammer to shat-
ter the hard places in my heart.” I believe this has been an important 
prayer that has helped me grow spiritually. It is good to have a sensitive 
heart and a soul that is responsive to the emotions of God as expressed 
through the powerful presence of His Holy Spirit. My prayer is based 
on the words of Jeremiah 23:29: “‘Is not My word like fire?’ declares the 
Lord, ‘and like a hammer which shatters a rock?’”

Ultimately, all of God’s actions and all of His emotions are rooted 
in one sweeping emotion—love. He expresses His love in so many per-
sonalized ways that we can spend our lifetimes trying to comprehend it. 
However, all of our efforts to grasp the length and breadth and height 
and depth of His love fall short, don’t they? That is why we need to keep 
praying this prayer from Ephesians 3:

That Christ may dwell in [our] hearts through faith; that [we], being 
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the width and length and depth and height—to know 
the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that [we] may be filled 
with all the fullness of God.  (Ephesians 3:17–19 nkjv)

FEELING LOVED
Of course, it’s one thing to be informed about God’s love for us, 

but entirely another to fully believe it for yourself. Even if you can get 
(with His help) to the point that you really believe it, it goes to another 
dimension when you can experience feeling loved with sanctified emo-
tions. I encourage you to seek this experience and to ask Him to heal 
and renew your emotions so that you can have more than a fleeting taste 
of His love. 
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I have no doubt you know firsthand that love is the most wonderful 
and complicated human emotion of all. Songs are sung, poems written, 
and sermons preached about it; lives are even lost because of it. So, we 
must always begin with a head knowledge of God’s pure love. For this, 
clear teaching is all-important: “You will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free” (John 8:32 niv, nlt, tlb). Within the context of the body 
of Christ, every believer must probe the depths of the Word of God to 
learn more about His love.

Over time, we can gain a “heart revelation” concerning our head 
knowledge about God. This represents growth and maturity in our 
faith. The Word of God tells us we are loved, both individually and 
corporately, and we can “pray into” the Word, soaking ourselves in it 
by reading and rereading Scripture so that it becomes grafted into our 
hearts and minds. 

As we ask for a spirit of wisdom and revelation to blow upon the 
written Word that has been stored up within us, the Father gives us 
tastes of love every day—almost every moment if we are open to His 
revelations. We experience for ourselves that He Himself is the Source 
of love and that He truly loves us better than any other, although He 
often uses other individuals to demonstrate His commitment to us.

ONE OF THE BEST FRUITS OF YOUR  

FAITH-FILLED MATURITY WILL BE YOUR 

RENEWED CAPACITY TO LOVE OTHERS. 

Have you encountered, experienced, and absorbed the love of God 
for yourself? Have you seriously considered how much He rejoices over 
you—that He has passionate joy over knowing you have accepted His 
gift of salvation? Have you had an experiential revelation concerning 
your knowledge about His love? Do you know firsthand how fully 
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accepted you are by the Beloved? If not, stop right now and ask the Holy 
Spirit to confirm to your heart what your head has come to believe. As 
He begins a new work in your mind and heart, you will be thrilled with 
all the blessings He has waiting for you to enjoy!

The fruit of the Holy Spirit, listed in the book of Galatians, is actu-
ally a list of emotions—the first of which is love—further evidence that 
God has emotions. One of the best fruits of your faith-filled maturity 
will be your renewed capacity to love others. You will find that you have 
grown in the fruit of the Spirit, which indicates you have grown in the 
emotional realm. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22–23). 
You grow in wisdom when you live a fruitful lifestyle and know when 
and how to exercise the spirit of love.

My personal experience illustrates this growth and progression in 
emotional maturity. Although I grew up with a righteous inheritance 
from my mother’s side, I experienced the negative impact of verbal abuse 
from my father’s side. As a consequence, it was easier for me to relate 
to Jesus as my Lord and Savior and Friend than it was for me to relate 
to God, His Father, as my good Daddy. It took an encounter with the 
Holy Spirit to bring me into a renewed place of healing and security in 
the Father’s love. 

This personal “Father encounter” actually led to a dramatic recon-
ciliation with my earthly father before he died, which further enhanced 
my relational ability to feel loved. My earthly father had barely tasted 
the love of God, having been woefully abused in his youth, yet he came 
into an experience of God’s love much later in life before he went home 
to heaven.

When my father was in the hospital slipping away from kidney fail-
ure, he had a couple of startling dreams that majorly got his attention. 
He sent word through my mother asking for me to have a private time 
with him. He knew I might be able to help him understand these alarm-
ing dreams. But there was a problem: I was leaving for a prolonged trip 
to Cambodia and Thailand. So, my wife, Michal Ann, and I prayed that 
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the Lord would sustain my dad. And God was faithful and did more 
than we expected.

By the time I returned from my extensive travels in Southeast Asia, 
my dad had rallied and been released from the hospital. As soon as I got 
home, I drove to my parents’ house in rural Cowgill, Missouri. My mom 
stepped aside, allowing for a personal time between just my dad and me. 

We both knew why I was there. My dad readily opened up his 
troubled soul and shared the dreams with me. I unpacked the dreams 
for him in such a manner that revealed the Lord’s direct message for 
him—a message that required a response. The tangible presence of the 
Lord was undeniably with us. Afterward, this once very strong, private 
man became completely transparent with me, telling me stories of how 
he had been raised, abuse he had suffered, and things he had struggled 
with in life. This conversation was unlike any other I had previously had 
with this rather rough and tough man whom I’d grown up fearing.

But things changed that day. With all the courage he could muster, 
my dad said, “Son, how did you get so close to Jesus, anyway? Did you 
just press into God, or what?” I shared some of my personal story line, 
as well, and we really connected. He called me “Son.” As far as I can 
remember, that was the very first time he had ever done so. I had never, 
ever, before felt celebrated as a son; I had felt merely tolerated.

We talked and prayed together, and for the first time, I addressed 
him as “Father.” Tears flowed down his cheeks as we held hands and 
blessed each other. For both of us, the love of our Father God became 
real as never before. Both of us had felt like orphans, even though we 
were not; but that day, we came to know, deep down, the truth that we 
hold a special place in God’s heart and a special place in each other’s 
hearts.

After that, I became a better father myself. People who did not know 
what had occurred came up to me and said things like, “It feels like you 
are a father now. You’re not just a teacher or an instructor, but also a 
spiritual father to others.” That was so good to hear. Personal growth is 
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a process—an upward process. My heart and emotive feeler realm were 
now more complete. I now “felt loved,” not just tolerated. 

Many people grow up with some type of love deficiency stemming 
from verbal abuse, physical abuse, neglect, divorce, death, or another 
cause. Some turn inward, and their emotional capacity is limited. 
Others turn outward to false sources of love. All struggle. Feeling more 
and more secure in Father God’s love is a lifelong process. Similarly, a 
happy couple stares lovingly into each other’s eyes as they stand before 
God, friends, and family on their wedding day, but maintaining and 
refreshing that love requires a lifelong commitment.

As we keep recognizing, accepting, and growing in God’s love, may 
we say, with Mike Bickle (whom I’ve heard preach about this passionate 
love of God from Song of Solomon more than anybody I know), “I’m 
His favorite.” Far from being arrogant, such a confidence stems from 
a deep, experiential knowledge of the unlimited, passionate love of the 
God who is big enough to treat every individual as His personal favorite. 
Oh, by the way, I now believe that I am God’s favorite, also, and so are 
you! Our Father God has a special place at His table waiting just for 
you.

EXPERIENCING THE ECSTASY OF HIS PRESENCE
In the fourth verse of Psalm 27, David states that there is only “one 

thing” that he desires: “One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I 
seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple” (nkjv). Above 
wealth and health and fame, David simply wants to be—24/7—in the 
presence of the Lord.

Do you echo David’s desire to continually be in your Father’s pres-
ence? We who know the truth about God’s omnipresence (see, for 
example, Matthew 28:20) want to respond to James’s instruction in 
the first part of James 4:8: “Draw near to God and He will draw near to 
you” (nkjv). We believe that the very atmosphere, the air we breathe, 
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is different in His presence. We expect our hearts to leap with joy—
excited to be enveloped within His embrace. As the psalmist says:

How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty! My soul yearns, 
even faints, for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry 
out for the living God. Even the sparrow has found a home, and the 
swallow a nest for herself, where she may have her young—a place 
near your altar, Lord Almighty, my King and my God. Blessed are 
those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.   
 (Psalm 84:1–4 niv)

The words of that psalm are inscribed on the headstone of my dear 
late wife because they summarize the goal of her life; and as long as I 
live, I want that to be the goal of my life too. Michal Ann exhibited a 
Psalm 84 lifestyle, and everyone who knew her saw that she walked her 
talk. So, now, I recommend this passage as a good prayer for you to pray 
for yourself as well. 

THERE WAS ONLY ONE MOSES AND ONE DAVID; 

BUT EVEN IN OUR ORDINARY, EVERYDAY LIVES, 

WE CAN FOLLOW THEIR EXAMPLE IN OUR 

PASSIONATE PURSUIT OF GOD.

When we express our desire for God’s presence, He responds lov-
ingly. Like the father of the prodigal son, our heavenly Father is already 
running toward us before we can see Him. As we turn toward Him in 
worship, especially when we worship Him in the company of others in 
the body of Christ, He personally comes to each of us. God basks in our 
worship and praise, as we know He is worthy of all glory. He welcomes 
our personal and our corporate thanksgiving and adoration. 
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Moses knew how crucial it is to experience the presence of God, 
without whom he never could have hoped to accomplish anything:

“Now therefore, I pray You, if I have found favor in Your sight, let 
me know Your ways that I may know You, so that I may find favor 
in Your sight. Consider too, that this nation is Your people.” And 
He said, “My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest.” 
Then he said to Him, “If Your presence does not go with us, do not 
lead us up from here. For how then can it be known that I have 
found favor in Your sight, I and Your people? Is it not by Your going 
with us, so that we, I and Your people, may be distinguished from all 
the other people who are upon the face of the earth?” The Lord said 
to Moses, “I will also do this thing of which you have spoken; for you 
have found favor in My sight and I have known you by name.” Then 
Moses said, “I pray You, show me Your glory!” And He said, “I 
Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim 
the name of the Lord before you.”  (Exodus 33:13–19)

The glory of God was made manifest to Moses, as Moses had desired. 
And so it can be with us, regardless of the magnitude of the call before 
us. There was only one Moses and one David; but even in our ordinary, 
everyday lives, we can follow their example in our passionate pursuit of 
God. Yes, you, too, can experience the ecstasy of His presence. 

A HEART THAT BURNS
Do you feel celebrated by God, special to Him? Or do you think and 

feel that He merely tolerates you? When you pray, do you enjoy your 
time with the Lord, or does your time with Him seem like an endurance 
contest? Do you struggle with a sense of rejection and dejection—or do 
you know moments of elation? Your emotions indicate what your whole 
being needs and wants: a never-ending embrace from your Father in 
heaven.

Remember the sequence of wholeness in God: First, you gain 
knowledge about His love from reading His Word, the Bible. Next, you 
move into a revelation of His love, which enables you to experience the 
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passionate emotions God expresses toward you—emotions that restore 
you. Then, at last, you can express your genuine love toward Him. And 
because you are so secure in His love, you are now capable of loving the 
people around you.

Are you like one of the disciples on the road to Emmaus? When they 
encountered the risen Lord Jesus, they didn’t recognize Him. However, 
their hearts knew who this Traveler was. Their hearts burned within 
them: “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us 
on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32).

With Jesus walking alongside you and His Holy Spirit within you, 
I pray that your heart will burn with bright flames of love. With a burn-
ing heart, proceed along your life’s journey immersed in His very Word 
of life and carrying His presence wherever He may lead you.

PRAYER OF A PASSIONATE HEART

Father, in Jesus’s great name, I am so thankful that, through 
the work of His cross, I can come into a living and vibrant rela-
tionship with You, my loving heavenly Father. What a delight 
and privilege it is to participate in daily communication with 
the God of the universe, and how amazing it is to feel Your love! 
What a revelation it is to know that You are the God who shares 
Your exhilarating emotions with me as one of Jesus’s followers. 
All praise to You, the living, loving Lord! Amen.




