
WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT DOUG 
STRINGER AND MENDING THE NET…

The ministry of Somebody Cares and Doug Stringer exemplify 
the command found in the Good Samaritan story. Obeying this 
teaching of Jesus, they have gone and continue to “go and do like-
wise.” We are thankful for their servant leadership and for the 
example they set in doing the Word. We have seen it firsthand and 
are honored to partner with them.

—Larry and Leah Ramirez 
Founders, Ask for the Nations

Doug Stringer knows what works, for the Lord has given him a 
blueprint that is transforming the fourth largest city in America 
and is spreading across the country and the globe. It’s time for a 
marriage of heart commitment to Jesus with the fulfillment found 
in unity and servanthood. Doug embodies both, and he shares 
how it can happen to you and your church, too.

—Ché Ahn 
Senior pastor, Harvest Rock Church, Pasadena, CA

Somebody Cares and the ministries associated with it have been 
and are impacting communities around the globe. Doug Stringer 
and the ministries he helps to serve and steward have uniquely 
been able to connect and interface with all the primary movements 
in the church today. When I think of Doug’s decades of ministry, I 
see the consistency of: 1) intimacy with Jesus; 2) justice in society; 
3) compassion for people through good works; 4) continual prayer; 
5) evangelism and/or revival; 6) unity with honor of the body of 
Christ; and 7) revival of character in leadership and integrity with 
humility in personal character. The world needs the manifest 
presence of the Lord and to see the tangibility of His presence. 
The message of a passion for God and a compassion for souls is 



exemplified through the life and message you will find in Mending 
the Net: Bringing Hope in a Hurting World by Doug Stringer. 

—Mike Bickle 
International House of Prayer, Kansas City

I have watched Doug over the years literally model the things that 
are written in this book. Jesus is his model of humility and servi-
tude. His understanding of the life of Christ as a servant, healer, 
reconciler, and deliverer has made its indelible mark upon the 
pages of Mending the Net. Read it and it will make its mark upon 
your heart. This book will help you to move from trying to prac-
tice what you preach to preaching what you practice. It’s time to 
manifest the kingdom. This book will help you do just that. If you 
need practical tools to help you meet felt needs through humility 
and servitude, watch Doug’s life and read this book. You won’t find 
a contradiction. Doug is somebody who cares.

—Bishop Vaughn McLaughlin 
Senior pastor, The Potter’s House International Ministries 

CEO, Kingdom Plaza Mall

Doug Stringer was a city reacher before city reaching was cool. His 
book tells what happens when the church is obedient to carry our 
heavenly Father’s heart for our city. If you are ready to do the will 
of the Father in your city, you need this book.

—Daniel Bernard 
Executive director, Somebody Cares Tampa Bay, FL

This book contains not only the heart of Doug Stringer but also 
the heart of the Father for the lost. In this hour, when hopelessness 
and despair are spread through every avenue of media, this book is 
a good tonic. Somebody Cares doesn’t just point the way of hope, 
it leads the way. Read it and be inspired. Behave it and be blessed.

—Walter Fletcher 
Fletchers Counseling, Dallas, TX



Somebody Cares is not just another evangelistic strategy. It is a 
reality in the life of Doug Stringer. His book clearly shows how 
the love of Christ is the only hope we have to make a difference in 
our cities in this generation. If you want to be a part of something 
bigger than yourself, if you want to make a difference in this world, 
you need to read this book. It will change your life!

—Roger L. Helle 
President, Roger Helle Ministries, Chattanooga, TN 

Retired executive director, Teen Challenge of the Mid-South

In 2012, Somebody Cares and Eden Counseling and Consulting 
worked closely together to provide support and training to 
churches after Hurricane Sandy. We have spoken together in sev-
eral venues since then and Doug has earned my respect and admi-
ration. Doug is very consistently excellent. He speaks, manages, 
directs, and writes with grace, expertise, and professionalism. He 
is a great communicator. Doug probably has no idea of the impact 
he has had on my life and ministry. We interact a few times a year, 
but he always says something that hits home. 

The stories in Mending the Net are inspiring. This book is very 
important in the context of our current cultural crises. As Doug says 
in chapter 3, “Each individual, church, or ministry, working together 
and doing their part, can impact a whole city with the gospel.”

He calls us to unite to serve our Lord and our local communi-
ties. This is the gospel in action. Doug provides biblical ground-
ing, sound theology, and a track record of results that prove that 
diverse groups of people can work together when they focus on 
Christ instead of our differences. Doug has been uniting people 
for a long time and I know that you will gain insight from Mending 
the Net into what God wants you to do within your sphere of 
relationships. 

—Paul VanValin, Ph.D.  
Founder, Eden Leaders Institute 

VanValin Assessment & Consulting



Doug Stringer lives and writes with an amazing combination of 
humility and passion. He is not writing from an ivory tower about 
a theory that sounds good but has no practical relevance. Doug 
has fought the battles in the trenches. He has sown his life into the 
lives of men and women from every ethnic and denominational 
back- ground in the city. The result? God is uniting His church in 
Houston, and revival is underway.

—Jim Herrington 
The Leader’s Journey 

Former executive director, Mission Houston 

Doug Stringer has become a leading instrument of harvest in the 
city of Houston, with a ripple effect reaching out into America 
and other nations. The heartbeat of his ministry points to the very 
heart and intentions of God that none should perish.

—Scott Hinkle 
Founder, Scott Hinkle Outreach Ministries

From prayer warriors to church leaders, all will be challenged by 
Doug Stringer’s revelation of God’s purpose to fulfill the destiny 
of the church. His experience and revelation should be required 
reading in every school of ministry.

—John P. Kelly 
Founder, International Coalition of Apostolic Leaders

As a member of the Houston media, I believe it is very import-
ant for the body of Christ to be well-informed of the workings of 
the Holy Spirit through God’s people. Somebody Cares Houston 
provides such a vehicle through the dedicated leadership of Doug 
Stringer, one of the greatest proponents of Christ-centered unity 
in our generation. Somebody Cares is a powerful tool in the hands 
of Almighty God.

—Kimberly Kossie-McKee 
Former community relations director, KSBJ Radio 

Senior pastor, Latter Day Deliverance Revival Church, Houston



Lakewood Church is proud to be part of the Somebody Cares net-
work. Our desire is to cross all denominational, racial, and eco-
nomic lines in an effort to changes lives, and this book is a text-
book of how this is done. Want to change your community? Start 
acting on the principles in this remarkable book.

—Joel Osteen 
Pastor, Lakewood Church, Houston, TX

Doug Stringer understands the correlation between prayer, wor-
ship, reconciliation, mercy, ministry, and evangelism as few men 
I know. He literally does the stuff required by God in Isaiah 58 
for the healing of a land. Reading his book is like encountering a 
flame—it will either enlighten and inspire you, or burn you with 
shame and conviction, depending on how it finds you.

—Jimmy Owens 
Author, Heal Our Land: Steps to Saving Our Nation

The ministry of Somebody Cares is being lived out in Houston, 
Texas. God has used Doug Stringer to help the church see that, 
together, we can get our arms around a city of any size. Underneath 
Doug’s gentle, humble spirit is a passion for revival that challenges 
all who hear him to examine their lives and move into all God has 
for them.

—Steve Riggle 
President, Grace International  

Senior pastor, Grace Church at the Woodlands

This book is absolutely a must-read for those who wish to see their 
city transformed. Doug Stringer speaks with the authority and 
credibility of someone who lives daily the principles of love and 
compassion for the needy. Read this book. It will change you for 
the better.

—Ed Silvoso 
President, Harvest Evangelism, San Jose, CA



The message of Somebody Cares is the rallying cry of the Holy 
Spirit to the bride of Christ today. Doug Stringer is God’s mouth-
piece to impart this very timely message to the fragmented body of 
Christ. The message of the “mended net” should convict all of us 
to tear apart the barriers that we have built around our churches 
for so long. Do you want to reap a great harvest of souls? If so, hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches!

—Paul Tan 
Senior pastor, City Blessing Churches

The spiritual wilderness is crying out for a voice. Doug Stringer is 
that voice, offering new hope and a vision for reaching the lost that 
is practical and easily implemented in Houston and cities around 
the world.

—Terry Tekyl 
Renewal Ministries, Spring, TX

Doug Stringer communicates the heart of our Father to church 
leaders, to the classroom setting, and to gang leaders alike. He 
shares a message of functional unity that is demonstrated through 
the networking of ministers in both our local communities and 
our international megachurches.

—Dr. Joseph Umidi 
Executive vice president for student life, Regent University
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PREFACE

THE PARABLE OF  
THE FISHLESS FISHERMEN

A story has been told that is a good illustration of where we, 
the church, often find ourselves today. It is the story of fisher-

men who lost sight of actually catching fish.

There was once a group called the Fishermen’s Fellowship. They 
were surrounded by streams and lakes full of hungry fish and met 
regularly to discuss the call to fish, the abundance of fish, and the 
thrill of catching fish. The more they talked, the more excited they 
got about fishing.
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Someone suggested they needed a philosophy of fishing, so 
they carefully defined and redefined the art and purpose of fishing. 
They developed elaborate fishing strategies and tactics and felt a 
smug satisfaction in the progress they were making toward their 
calling as fishermen.

One day, they realized they had been going about it back-
wards. They had approached fishing from the point of view of the 
fisherman and not from the point of view of the fish. How do fish 
view the world? How do fishermen appear to fish? What do fish 
eat and when? They agreed that these are all good things to know, 
so they devoted themselves to researching the habits of fish and 
attended numerous helpful conferences on fishing. Some traveled 
to faraway places to study the characteristics of different kinds of 
fish; one even got a Ph.D. in fishology. But no one had yet gone 
fishing.

So a committee was formed to send out fishermen. Since the 
prospective fishing places outnumbered the available fishermen, 
the committee needed to determine priorities. A priority list of 
fishing places was posted on bulletin boards in all of the group’s fel-
lowship halls. But still, no one was fishing. A survey was launched 
to find out why. Most did not answer the survey, but from those 
who did, it was discovered that some felt called to study fish, a few 
to furnish fishing equipment, and several to go around encourag-
ing the fishermen. However, with all their meetings, conferences, 
and committees, they simply didn’t have time to fish.

Now Jake was a newcomer to the Fishermen’s Fellowship. 
After one particularly stirring meeting, Jake decided to actually go 
fishing. He tried some of the techniques he had heard about, got 
the hang of it, and caught a choice fish.  

At the next meeting, Jake told his story and the other fish-
ermen were thrilled by his success. They honored him for his 
catch and enthusiastically scheduled him to speak at all the other 
fellowship chapters and explain how he did it. Because of all the 
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speaking invitations and his election to the board of directors of 
the Fishermen’s Fellowship, Jake no longer had time to go fishing.

Soon, however, Jake began to feel restless and unfulfilled. He 
longed to feel the tug on the line once again. So he cut his busy 
speaking schedule, resigned from the board, and said to a friend, 
“Let’s go fishing!” They did, just the two of them, and they caught 
fish. The members of the Fishermen’s Fellowship were many and 
the fish were plentiful, but the fishers were few!

PART OF THE NET 
If you want a degree in fishology, don’t read this book. But if 

you want to go out and fish, this book is for you. And take a part-
ner—there is too much work to be done to fish with only one pole.

When Jesus first called the disciples, He called them to be 
fishers of men. Jesus told them to cast their net on the other side of 
the boat. As soon as they obeyed, they caught so many fish, the net 
was about to break. They signaled to their partners in the other 
boat to come help them. (See Luke 5:1–11.) It is the same for us; 
we need each other. In fact, we cannot do this great work alone.

After Jesus’s death and resurrection, Peter went back to what 
he knew how to do—catching fish. (See John 21.) Jesus appeared 
to him at the Sea of Galilee and again instructed him and the other 
disciples with him to cast the net on the other side of the boat. 
They made a phenomenally large catch, yet their net did not break.

Each of us represents just one part of the net. Only 

by working together can we fulfill Christ’s Great 

Commission to make disciples of all nations.

When we work together as the body of Christ, we can have 
that same testimony. Each of us represents just one part of the net. 
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Only by working together can we fulfill Christ’s Great Commission 
to make disciples of all nations. (See Matthew 28:19–20.) The 
harvest will not come to its fullest extent without sacrifice and a 
servant’s heart that says, “Whatever it takes, Lord. We will work 
together and get the job done.”

It’s all about souls—not about theories, competition, or doc-
trinal precision. It’s about bringing lost people to Christ. It’s about 
frontline participation in the harvest. This book is a true account 
of what God is doing to reach the lost through people work-
ing together. We have studied the principles of evangelism long 
enough—it’s time to put them into action.

Multitudes upon multitudes are in the valley of 

decision between heaven and hell, and we have 

only a small window of time to reach them.

What will it take to reach our cities? Multitudes upon mul-
titudes are in the valley of decision between heaven and hell, and 
we have only a small window of time to reach them. Let’s obey the 
Lord’s command by fulfilling the Great Commission. He calls us 
to unite “ for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14) to fulfill our purpose 
and meet our date with destiny. I pray that your heart is encour-
aged as you read this book and that you find your place as part of a 
net prepared to bring in a great harvest for God’s kingdom.
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AUTHOR’S UPDATE 2021

While men reach for thrones to build their own king-
doms, Jesus reached for a towel to wash men’s feet. While 
we pursue exalted and high places, Jesus, the exalted One, 
left His highest place to pursue us.  —Doug Stringer

If we’re going to impact our generation in a world that’s in tur-
moil and going through difficulties, we need to have a purpose 
greater than ourselves. 

Scripture tells the story of when Saul had his Damascus road 
experience. Jesus gave him a revelation of Himself, and said, “I 
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have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a 
witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things which 
I will yet reveal to you” (Acts 26:16). In other words, the moment 
each and every one of us get a revelation of the work of the cross 
and the power of the resurrection, we have a purpose greater than 
ourselves. And that purpose is beyond building our own kingdom. 

In the 1990s, the Wall Street Journal featured an article 
addressing businesses as they were trying to transition with the 
economy at the time. The headline read, “Collaborate or Die.” In 
America right now, we see that while there are many churches that 
are growing, there are many others closing. Statistics say there 
are less people going to church now than there have been in the 
past. There is an alienation and a departure from the institutional 
church. It’s important for us, then, to become part of a greater 
cause, to be a tangible expression of Christ to the world around us. 
The institutional church vs. the incarnational church is like reli-
giosity vs. relationship. We need to be imitators of Christ rather 
than clones of modern-day religion. 

In Luke 5, we find a very familiar area of Scripture:

When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch 
out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” But 
Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled 
all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will 
let down the net.” And when they had done this, they caught 
a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. So they 
signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help 
them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they 
began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ 
knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord!…And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid. From 
now on you will catch men.”  (Luke 5:4–8, 10)
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Now we know, of course, that for the next few years, Peter 
and the other disciples followed after Jesus. But something I 
noticed here in Luke and also in John 21 is that they spread the 
net, washed the net, cast the net, and mended the net. When we, too, 
as the body of Christ, are spread out together, washed together, 
mended together, and cast together, we catch a lot more fish. With 
one fishing pole, you catch only one fish at a time; but as a mended 
net, we bring a greater harvest of fish. In other words, we are able 
to do much more. 

When we, as the body of Christ, are spread out 

together, washed together, mended together, and 

cast together, we catch a lot more fish.

Notice here in this story that after they cast the net on the 
other side, they had to get their partners to help them because 
there were so many fish that the net was ripping open! Then Jesus 
said to follow Him and become fishers of men. 

The principle here is this: the job that needs to be done out 
there is too big for any of us alone. We cannot do this alone. We 
need one another. 

I like what Pastor Joe McKeever writes—and it can apply to 
any of us, not just to pastors:

The four-year-old who says, “I can do it by myself ” has a 
lot in common with the typical pastor. Pastors are notori-
ous for their lone ranger approach to ministry. It’s what I 
call the number one failure of 90 percent of pastors. They 
prefer to go it alone.

The late Scottish pastor Robert McCheyne said, “There is 
nothing more deceitful than your estimate of your own strength.” 



28  Mending the Net

Remember, you’re not a tree that can stand alone. You’re only a 
branch, and it’s only when you abide in Christ that you will flourish. 

Many times, under stress and tension, we go back to what 
we’re comfortable doing rather than doing what God says to do. 
We see this happen with Peter and some of the other disciples 
after the crucifixion. 

Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples 
were together. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” 
They said to him, “We are going with you also.” They went 
out and immediately got into the boat, and that night they 
caught nothing. But when the morning had now come, Jesus 
stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. Then Jesus said to them, “Children, have you any food?” 
They answered Him, “No.” And He said to them, “Cast the 
net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So 
they cast, and now they were not able to draw it in because of 
the multitude of fish.  (John 21:2–6)

This had to be a déjà vu moment for Peter! He was a profes-
sional fisherman, yet he wasn’t able to catch the fish without the 
instruction from the Lord.

There are things that only Jesus can do in and through us that 
we can never do in our own strength or capacity. And through 
Christ, we need one another to get those things accomplished. It’s 
a mended net working together, washed together, and cast together 
that brings in a greater harvest of fish. 

There are things that only Jesus can do in and 

through us that we can never do in our own 

strength or capacity. And through Christ, we need 

one another to get those things accomplished.
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The Lord is still telling us today that the job to be done is 
bigger than any of us. We cannot do this as a lone ranger, using a 
fishing pole to pull in one fish. We need to become that mended 
net, part of a purpose and a cause greater than ourselves. 

If we’re going to make the kind of impact the Lord wants to 
make through us, there must be an exponential, synergistic move 
of God’s presence upon the church and upon us, as leaders, to rec-
ognize we can’t do this alone. We need one another. Otherwise, 
the net will rip open. We need each other if we’re going to impact 
the generation and the nations in our time.

WHY MEND THE NET? 
An earlier version of this book was published in 2001 under 

the title Somebody Cares: a guide to living out your faith. My origi-
nal working title was Mending the Net, with the theme of Passion 
for God, Compassion for Souls. Promise Keepers distributed 1,000 
copies of our prepublished version, entitled Passion for God, 
Compassion for Souls. You will find all three of these themes inter-
connected throughout this book. 

We have returned to the original title because we believe that 
now, in our polarized culture that has even permeated parts of the 
church, it’s more important than ever for us to cross our racial, 
denominational, and generational lines to be part of something 
bigger than ourselves. But it begins with a return to our greater 
purpose, which can only come from our knee posture with vertical 
worship. We need the presence and heart of the Lord to work in us 
and through us in tangible ways. 

As we go to press, we have all seen and experienced a season 
full of challenges and uncertainties—from worldwide pandemics 
and pestilence that has led to economic challenges and sharp dif-
ferences, to polarization and divisiveness, racial tensions, and even 
riots, lawlessness, and anarchy in some of our cities. Scriptures 
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reveal to us that “all that can be shaken will be shaken” (see 
Hebrews 12:27), “the whole creation groans and labors with birth 
pangs” (Romans 8:22), and “the nations rage” (Psalm 2:1). Jesus 
mentions all of these and more in Luke 21, including the distress 
of nations with perplexity and men’s hearts failing them from fear. 
More than ever, the church must be intentional about crossing our 
differences to bring healing and hope. Only a church united can 
bring healing and hope to a nation divided. 

How do we do this? 

• First, we must spread the net, opening ourselves up in vulner-
ability before God.

• Second, we must wash the net, as we allow God to cleanse us 
individually and corporately.

• Third, we must mend the net, crossing our racial, genera-
tional, and denominational lines to be part of something 
bigger than ourselves. 

• And fourth, cast the net, as we allow God to cast us as a 
mended net together, to bring in a greater harvest. 

There are many out there who are feeling weary in doing good, 
like they have nothing to give. But Jesus never asks us for what we 
don’t have, only for what we do have. And when we offer what we 
have, with thanksgiving, he takes our fishes and loaves and multi-
plies them, giving us more than what we need. 

When we offer what we have, with thanksgiving, 

Jesus takes our fishes and loaves and multiplies 

them, giving us more than what we need.

It is my belief that, from a benevolence standpoint, the church 
in America has helped make America a blessing to the nations. 
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We have given to those who are suffering from disasters or hard 
times both in our own country and in other nations, regardless of 
their personal preferences, political persuasion, pigmentation, or 
religion. By caring for those in need, the church has given redemp-
tive access to God’s promise in Isaiah 58:8 that in our time of need 
for healing, our “healing shall spring forth speedily.” This, I believe, 
is our redemptive thread as a nation.

CO-PASTORING A CITY 
Although our ministry began in the early 1980s and was 

already involved across the nation and beyond, it was in 1995 that 
we launched a network called Somebody Cares Houston, unveiled 
as a citywide effort to reach out at a grassroots level to at-risk youth 
and those in low income urban communities. There was a need 
to link those working in struggling urban areas with suburban 
churches so the church in Houston could reach an entire city for 
Christ. I call this co-pastoring a city.

When you think in terms of pastoring a city with over six 
million people such as Houston, and beyond, you realize this is 
something you cannot do alone. You need to be part of something 
bigger than yourself. To quote a pastor from a local megachurch, 
“Doug has caused me to realize I am part of a team of shepherds, 
under the Great Shepherd, that is called to pastor a city of six mil-
lion people.”

Somebody Cares America/International has become known 
as a coalition and network of organizations and churches impacting 
communities through prayer initiatives, compassion outreaches, 
training and responding in times of crisis, as well as encouraging 
and equipping leaders globally. Together, we provide guidance to 
our chapters and centers, as well as partner churches, ministries, 
and organizations. 
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From Houston, Texas, to the four corners of the world, from 
urban to foreign missions, from inner cities to unreached people 
groups, we are impacting communities and helping to transform 
lives through united efforts of prayer, tangible expressions of 
Christ, and community transformation through kingdom collabo-
rations. It is about the church serving communities and repairing 
the breach.

UNITED FOR A MONUMENTAL TASK 
We have seen the critical importance of relationships to be 

especially true in response to natural and human disasters. In 
2001, we joined together with churches across the city of Houston 
to bring relief from Tropical Storm Allison. We watched in horror 
that same year when the World Trade Center’s twin towers in 
New York City fell on September 11, and sent encouragement and 
resources to friends there who were ministering in the aftermath. 

We experienced an escalation in our role as relief responders 
with the tragic Indonesian ocean tsunami of 2004 and hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita in 2005. When the levees in New Orleans broke 
under the pressure of Katrina’s battering, 80 percent of the city 
flooded and a mass evacuation began, with thousands of people 
headed our way. Imagine your city’s population growing in a 
matter of two days by over 250,000 people—homeless, jobless, 
with no money or belongings except what they carried with them.

Imagine your city’s population growing in a matter 

of two days by over 250,000 people—homeless, 

jobless, with no money or belongings except what 

they carried with them.

People began showing up at our office looking for help. For 
days, the entire first floor corridor of the office building we rent 
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was a sea of desperately hurting humanity. Overwhelmed by what 
I saw that first day, I vowed that we would send no one away with-
out helping them. The problem was, we had nothing to give them. 
But the body of Christ across the city and across the nation rose 
to the occasion. 

At the time, our friend Kim Kossie-McKee worked for KSBJ 
radio. She called to tell us the station was directing their listeners 
to drop off gift cards at any YMCA, and the cards would be col-
lected each afternoon. Would we be willing to receive and distrib-
ute the cards? I answered, “Yes!” without hesitating. By the end of 
that first day, every person who came through the office received 
at least one gift card to meet some immediate needs, along with 
prayer and hope. 

We also had churches sending volunteers to help with phones, 
which were ringing nonstop. Truckloads of food and other neces-
sities began to arrive from all around the country. Local businesses 
donated warehouse space or rented it for a minimal fee. One min-
istry donated cots that we gave to churches so they could set up 
shelters. A pastor friend came to offer manual labor. But when he 
saw our tiny staff working so hard to meet the astonishing amount 
of needs, he realized what we needed more than anything was 
prayer—so he mobilized a 24/7 prayer room in our fellowship hall. 

During those first weeks of the crisis, we served 21,000 people 
in our office alone, while also helping to serve shelters and distri-
bution centers at over a hundred locations throughout the city and 
at other locations in Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi. 

By God’s providence, I had been serving as interim preacher at 
a church in Beaumont, Cathedral in the Pines. When Katrina hit, 
the elders agreed that the church could become a Somebody Cares 
Southeast Texas processing center for evacuees. Many evacuees 
were staying nearby at the Ford Arena, and I was asked to speak 
to bring a message of encouragement. Less than a week later—and 
only three weeks after Katrina—Hurricane Rita hit the area and 
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these people and others who had evacuated had to evacuate once 
again, along with local residents. Because the church was already 
serving with us in Katrina relief, we were able to quickly set up as 
a distribution center for residents and other churches across the 
region, distributing food, materials, and housing teams. Because 
of relationships we had made during our work with the Kobe 
earthquake in Japan, we even had a team of Japanese relief workers 
join up with other teams and volunteers. 

One of our partners estimates that Somebody Cares and all 
the ministries we networked with during that time facilitated over 
$40 million worth of goods and supplies, distributed through our 
Katrina and Rita relief partners throughout the Gulf. 

How incredible are the possibilities available  

to us when we work together!  

Even the secular world will take notice.

How incredible are the possibilities available to us when we 
work together! They are so incredible that even the secular world 
will take notice. The work of the faith-based community was 
even acknowledged by the federal government. H. James Towey, 
former director of the White House Office of Faith-Based and 
Community Initiatives, said the churches “are doing more than 
what they say they’re doing—on nothing, because that’s the pas-
sion of their heart.”

PRINCIPLES THAT WORK 
This is the principle of “mending the net.” Jesus instructed the 

disciples to cast the net to bring in the harvest. (See Luke 5:4–6.) 
An individual or a church with only one fishing pole can catch 
only one fish at a time. But when we come together as a net that is 
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mended and interlinked, even with our diversities and our distinc-
tives, we become the net that works.

Richard Hinojosa, who was part of the original Somebody 
Cares Houston advisory board, was working as an associate pastor 
at Resurrection Life Church in Picayune, Mississippi, when 
Katrina hit. When his church began relief operations from their 
parking lot, Somebody Cares was one of the first organizations to 
direct trucks and food to their location. 

“In the first two and a half weeks, over 23,000 cars came 
through the church parking lot and we were able to help 100,000 
people,” Richard said. “And that’s a lot of people, especially when 
you’re talking about a town that only has 15,000 residents! The 
community began to see that what the government couldn’t do and 
what the agencies couldn’t do, the church could do.” 

But most of all, Richard says, it was a time to truly compre-
hend the value of being connected. “You don’t fully understand the 
importance of relationship until you are at a place where you really 
can’t do something by yourself. After Katrina hit, we watched the 
body of Christ be the body of Christ. When the crisis hit, the net-
work was already in place.

“For years, we heard Doug talk about ‘mending the net.’ It’s 
not just a message now. We’ve lived it. It’s real, and it works.”

These principles are not just theory. They are proven principles 
that worked during the twenty years before the book Somebody 
Cares was published—when some of our biggest challenges were 
HIV, AIDS, gangs, at-risk youth, homelessness, and street kids—
and they still work in every challenging situation we are facing 
today. We have not only seen them work in Houston, but adopted 
and multiplied in other locations around the U.S. and internation-
ally through our Somebody Cares chapters, affiliates, church part-
ners, and other relationships. 
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We have seen them work in the aftermath of hurricanes 
Ike, Harvey, Maria, Florence, Michael, and Laura; Superstorm 
Sandy in New York City; the earthquakes in Japan and Mexico 
City; Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines; tornadoes in Moore, 
Oklahoma, and Birmingham, Alabama; and numerous other 
storms, wildfires, floods, and natural or human disasters. 

We’ve seen these principles work in everyday challenges in 
communities, cities, and nations. And we have seen them work 
when shutdowns from a pandemic created social upheaval and 
caused economic hardship to families across our entire country. 

As you read this book, we pray that your heart will be stirred 
with timeless testimonies from the early days of the ministry that 
began in the early 1980s, along with more recent updates through-
out the book and in the closing chapter. And as we become that 
mended net, may we give ourselves to Jesus, so that He can cast us 
out together and bring in a great harvest of revival! 




