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Introduction:  
Rivers of Living Water

He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his 
innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’”  

—John 7:38 (nasb)

I’m so excited you are here with us on this twenty-one-day prayer 
journey to grow deeper in God. Our prayer for you during this time is 
exactly this:

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge 
of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of his great might that he worked in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority 
and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all 
things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 
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church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.   
 (Ephesians 1:17–23)

HAVING THE EYES OF YOUR HEART ENLIGHTENED 
When the eyes of your heart are enlightened, you cannot remain 

the same! God Himself is going to open your spiritual heart’s eyes to 
see Him and your calling as it really is. He longs for you to learn what 
it means to walk on ground that you have prayed over, to show up every 
day relying on the promises you just read and learning to act upon 
them in the power of His Holy Spirit.

When they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of 
the brothers before the city authorities, shouting, “These men who 
have turned the world upside down have come here.”  (Acts 17:6)

What a way to have your life described—world changers turn-
ing things upside down. Wow! No matter how they were sharing the 
gospel, it had to be in the power of God’s Holy Spirit! 

In 1 Corinthians 4:20, the apostle Paul declares that the power of 
Christians is not in their talk, but in the power of the Spirit of God. I 
want to share this with you in four different versions.

• NLT: “For the Kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is living by 
God’s power.” 

• ESV: “For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power.”

• NIV: “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.”

• KJV: “For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.”

“From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water” (John 7:38 
nasb). I believe the authorities who met these disciples saw, felt, and 
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heard this power. These world changers had such a passion, it was com-
pletely undeniable and unstoppable because it was God’s power and 
not theirs. 

This is probably one of the main reasons you decided to go on this 
prayer journey—you want God’s power, His overflowing rivers in your 
life. That is why we felt led by God to write this book. You can have 
as much of God as you want; God desires that for you. He is longing 
for His bride, His church, to seek His face before they seek His hand. 
Through prayer and reading God’s Word, this twenty-one-day jour-
ney will give you a true understanding that Christianity—your love for 
Jesus—is real and powerful, not just a lot of talk. 

Learning about prayer and its precious gift to us, its 
function in our lives, and the life-changing power it 

provides will transform your life forever!

Learning about prayer and its precious gift to us, its function in 
our lives, and the life-changing power it provides will transform your 
life forever! I’m not a preacher, not a pastor; I have no ministry degree. 
I’m a normal Christian guy who is also a businessman. For me, this 
powerful gift of prayer from God is the biggest life-changer in my 
Christian walk! I know that spending these days before almighty God, 
worshipping Him, ministering to Him, honoring Him, and magnify-
ing Him, perhaps in ways unfamiliar to you, will open the eyes of your 
understanding and permit you to go deeper with Him.

Of course, when you gave your life to Jesus Christ to be your 
Savior, the Holy Spirit took up residence in your life and you became a 
Christian. But have you consistently had an intimate relationship with 
Him, one where He moves with the awesome power of living waters 
flowing through you into the lives of the people around you? 
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Would you like to know Him this way? Would you like to experi-
ence God more intimately than you ever thought possible? I believe that 
God wants you to experience Him more deeply and wants you to live the 
abundant, extraordinary life that He promised us. Jesus said, “I came 
that they may have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). And we’re not 
talking about what the world considers abundance, which is more stuff. 

Acts 4:13 says, “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, 
and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. 
And they recognized that they had been with Jesus.” The Jewish council real-
ized these guys were not Pharisees, Sadducees, or even rabbis. They were 
blown away because the awesome presence of the Holy Spirit rested on 
these two uneducated fishermen who were just ordinary guys who hap-
pened to hang out with Jesus! They knew the power of Jesus had spilled 
over to and upon them to make them so knowledgeable and bold.

Well, if you’re ready to go to the next level in your Christian life, 
then hang on! If you have the courage to take this three-week chal-
lenge, read the Word with us, pray with us, and believe with us that 
God Himself will personally shower you with His presence, then this 
little book is for you. Join us if you want to change—and I mean really 
change! You will encounter the supernatural power of almighty God so 
He can live in you and through you. He longs for you to experience this 
for yourself. God desires to transform your life into one that allows you 
to become the very best that God intended you to be, to take you from 
the daily mundane to an extraordinary life in Christ!

APART FROM JESUS, WE CAN DO NOTHING
Now, this is not a self-help book that teaches you how to pull your-

self up by your bootstraps. We can’t do anything that’s spiritually vital 
apart from Jesus Christ; in fact, He told us so, saying, “Apart from me 
you can do nothing” (John 15:5). But He also promised us that if we put 
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Him first, learn to wait upon Him, and use the gifts He has given us to 
elevate Him in the world around us, then He would grant us His favor! 
He would give us His presence! 

Do you realize what will happen when you commit to putting 
God first and spending time in His presence in prayer? God Himself, 
through His Word and fellowship with the Holy Spirit, will transform 
you right in front of those you love and those for whom you may be 
interceding. Everyone who knows you will see clearly that you have 
been changed, that you have something now that you didn’t have 
before…and they are going to want what you have. And since God did 
it, He will receive all the glory. You won’t even want any credit for your-
self; that is the humbling nature of God’s presence. 

This 21 Days of Deeper Prayer is designed so that you will learn 
more about the laws of the supernatural than ever before. You will learn 
to apply the truths of our opening Scripture in Ephesians 1:17–23 and 
watch how His “unmeasurable greatness” is demonstrated to you and 
the lives of people for whom you are interceding. You will experience 
moments that will transform you from the inside out. 

You will graduate from this spiritual boot camp with more knowl-
edge of the supernatural and how to use the tools and weapons God 
has given to all who call upon His Holy name. You will become more 
productive spiritually than ever before if you apply these principles daily. 
Your life, the life of your church, your calling, your career, your rela-
tionships—everything you do can be infused with God’s power, bless-
ing, and His presence when you learn His way, which is to seek first 
His kingdom and His righteousness. (See Matthew 6:33.) 

You will also learn more about spiritual warfare. Putting on “the 
whole armor of God” (see Ephesians 6:11) is not just some random bib-
lical saying. It’s preparation for warfare—and if ever the church has 
needed warriors and true soldiers of the cross who understand how to 
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use the weapons God gave us, it’s right now. Daniel and I are glad you 
are here with us, so let’s seek the face of God as we start our journey 
into 21 Days of Deeper Prayer together.

Your brother, 
Jim Maxim
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Join the Interactive 
21 Days of Deeper Prayer 

Experience!

To help you in this prayer journey, go online to access a daily playlist 
of prayers to be used along with this book.

Here’s how it works:

• Read the devotional for that day.

• Go online and listen to the corresponding prayers for that day.

• Pray in agreement with us for the Almighty to help you experi-
ence a deeper prayer life for His glory and for your good.

• Share this resource with your brothers and sisters in Christ that 
we all might agree.

Our hope is that this will be a powerful tool to change your prayer 
life and help usher you in to the daily presence of God.

Visit either of these websites to hear the prayers for the day:

www.acts413.net/deeperprayer

www.strategicrenewal.com/21days-deeper-prayer 
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Day 1

The Foundation of Prayer

Jim Maxim

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  
—Luke 11:2 (nkjv)

Now it came to pass, as He [Jesus] was praying in a certain place, 
when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, 

teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” So He said to 
them, “When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 

Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us day by day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our sins, for we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And 
do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”  

—Luke 11:1–4 (nkjv)

The disciples knew Jesus went away alone to pray, sometimes for 
entire nights, and they witnessed His supernatural miracles and heal-
ings daily. It must have had a tremendous impact on them! Luke 11:1–4 
tells us that right after the disciples watched Jesus finish another one of 
His prayer times, they asked Him to teach them how to pray. Do you 
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think they recognized where Jesus’s strength and power came from? Of 
course, they did! They realized that it came from His prayer time with 
the Father! Of all the things they could have asked Jesus that day, they 
asked Him, “Teach us to do what you just did, to pray the way you just 
prayed.” 

It reminds me of one of my sons coming to me when they were just 
kids after they watched me do something that they wanted to emulate. 
“Dad, would you show me how to do that?” What would you do with 
that question from your child? Would you give them the wrong answer 
to frustrate them? If they wanted to learn how to drive, would you just 
throw them the car keys without any instructions? I don’t think so. I 
think you would give them very specific answers. 

Was Jesus serious when He gave the disciples this prayer or was 
it just a suggestion for them to consider? Jesus was serious! He wanted 
the disciples to pray to the Father just as He did. And He wants us to 
do the same—to pray the way that He prayed—what we call The Lord’s 
Prayer. Jesus wants us to look at the steps that He followed as He went 
to His Father. This is the very foundation of prayer. Jesus wanted His 
disciples and the church to understand how we should speak to the 
Father, how we should approach almighty God in order to enter into 
His holy presence. 

In the next prayer days, we’ll look at how Jesus’s prayer example 
sets the foundation for our deeper walk with Him.

“OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN…”
The first words Jesus spoke were “Our Father.” He wanted to ensure 

that He truly is our Father and that we have surrendered our life to the 
God who loves us. When Jesus said “Our Father” to His disciples, He 
was not talking to those who did not have God as their Father. God 



16  21 Days of Deeper Prayer

wants to be certain that He is our Father as well; His desire to show us 
His love is the reason He sent Jesus into the world. 

Of course, God still hears the cry of a sinner. He hears the cry of 
those who are lost when they call out to Him for help. Thank God, He 
heard my cry when I was not saved. But He knew that my heart’s true 
desire was to have Him as my Father. I just didn’t know how to get there. 

Take a moment to ask yourself, “Is God my Father today?” If He is 
not, then now is the time to make Him your Father. If you have never 
bowed your heart to Jesus Christ and personally asked Him to forgive 
you and cleanse you of your sin, we can start right here. Say this prayer 
with me: 

Almighty God, in the holy name of Jesus, I come to You, and 
I ask You to forgive me and to cleanse me of all of my sin. Lord 
Jesus, I bow before You and I acknowledge that I am a sinner. 
Please forgive me and come to live in my life; please be the 
Lord of my life. I want to be in Your family. Jesus, I give you 
my heart today; help me to serve You and to worship You. I 
surrender everything to You.

“HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME…”
We acknowledge that God is our Father. Then Jesus tells us we are 

to hallow the God of the universe and His name—that means to rever-
ence, worship, honor, and adore Him. Jesus reverenced His Father, and 
we need to do the same! 

While Jesus was here on earth, he offered prayers and pleadings, 
with a loud cry and tears, to the one who could rescue him from 
death. And God heard his prayers because of his deep rever-
ence for God.  (Hebrews 5:7 nlt)
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I don’t want you to miss this: God heard Jesus’s prayers because Jesus 
had a deep reverence for His Father. 

My desire during these prayer days is for you to learn the power-
ful secrets of praying to our heavenly Father. We want God to answer 
our prayers, but we should also want to know why God will answer our 
prayers. Giving Him reverence as Jesus did is a big part of receiving those 
answers. It’s a foundational truth that you should not approach God casu-
ally without the reverence He deserves. Casual prayer is a mistake. I want 
to repeat that. Casual prayer is a mistake! I’m not saying we should be too 
afraid of God to approach Him. I am saying that we need to have the bib-
lical fear that is defined as reverence for the God of the universe. Jesus gave 
His Father reverence and because Jesus did so, “God heard his prayers.” 

We need to have the biblical fear that is defined as 
reverence for the God of the universe.

How often do you take sixty or even thirty minutes just to minis-
ter to almighty God? How do you hallow or honor Him? What does 
this look like? You can open your heart and mind to the Almighty and 
bow in His presence. Confess His Holiness. Honor Him, worship 
Him, and magnify Him. Confess your sin to Him. Place Him on the 
throne of your life and humble yourself in His presence. He alone is 
the Most High God, and He alone is worthy. Worship Him with the 
words of your mouth, bless Him, and bow before Him. This is hallow-
ing, honoring, and extoling God Almighty. 

When I understood how much Jesus reverenced His Father, I 
began to pray the Lord’s Prayer from my heart. To make it more real to 
me, I developed a personal way to express my reverence. While I’m in 
my prayer closet, sometimes I will place a small towel over my left arm 
and pray, “Lord, will you please allow me to wash Your feet with my 
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spirit today? I humble myself before You, I bow before you, almighty 
God.” This is not some kind of formula I’m suggesting you do. It’s just 
a simple way for me to humble myself before God.

Why would I do this? I do it for several reasons: 

• First, the God of the universe is altogether worthy. That’s the 
number one reason. God is worthy of all our praise and adoration.

• Second, His holiness demands our attitude of reverence. I use the 
towel to remind myself that I am completely and utterly depen-
dent upon God. I do this to get my spirit reverent before God the 
Father. We should humble ourselves in the posture that His holi-
ness requires. Reverence is a prerequisite in prayer. Why are some 
people effective and others are not? Why does James tell us, “The 
effective prayer of a righteous man [or woman] can accomplish much” 
(James 5:16 nasb)? The attitude of your heart, the attitude of your 
being, and the attitude of your soul must align with humility. 

• Third, Satan goes before God to condemn us. (See Revelation 
12:10.) I worship God to make a statement to the demonic world 
that is attacking my mind and telling me, “I’m a loser,” or “I will 
never amount to anything,” or other negative thoughts that come 
to mind. When I declare God’s holiness and I declare His rever-
ence and His majesty, it tears down the wicked thoughts and ugly 
spirits that are against me. Just like prayer, praise to almighty God 
is one of our greatest weapons. My praise solves so many issues 
when I acknowledge God for who He is. “Praise the Lord! Blessed 
is the man who fears [reverences] the Lord, who greatly delights in his 
commandments!” (Psalm 112:1).

My friends, in order to have the very best relationship with God—
the one for which He created you, the relationship you long for—you 
must understand that He is holy. You must give Him the reverence, the 
honor, the glory, and the majesty that are due His name. 
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Today we are going to do that together. Let’s go to God right now 
and show Him our reverence and gratitude. Let’s seek His face without 
even wanting to seek His hand, and show the Lord that we willingly 
acknowledge His Holiness, majesty, beauty, and sovereignty over all 
mankind. 

Join us for prayer on Day 1 at:

www.acts413.net/deeperprayer
OR
www.strategicrenewal.com/21days-deeper-prayer


