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FOREWORD  
BY KIRK CAMERON

In these pages, we get to experience some of the greatest sermons ever 
preached by some of the most godly men who have ever lived. We are 
able to see not only how these great men of God presented the Gospel, 
but also how they used the “ten great cannons” of the divine Law to 
precede the Gospel message. They practiced principles that pulled down 
spiritual strongholds, leaving proud men humbled and even crying like 
babies, desperate for the salvation of their souls. 

How did they do it? What made their sermons so amazingly pow-
erful and effective? The answer is found in the principles and patterns 
they used to evangelize. While many today use man-made alternatives 
to biblical evangelism, these great preachers used the ultimate God-
given spiritual weapon. 

When reading Charles Spurgeon, it’s easy to feel small. The man 
was nothing short of a genius. His grip on the English language was 
certainly phenomenal. His sanctified eloquence expressed the spirit of 
those who love God with a passion. Charles Spurgeon, John Wesley, 
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R. A. Torrey, and the others are evangelistic giants in the church’s his-
tory, but the highly effective principles they used in their sermons 
were very simple and are attainable for us today. They employed bib-
lical evangelism, and as these great preachers imitated the methods of 
Jesus—as well as the apostle Paul, Peter, and all the faithful preachers in 
Scripture—we can do the same. The common denominator of all these 
men was simply their love for God and the lost.

The first time I opened my mouth to share my faith, I was nervous. 
The first time I open-air preached, I was terrified. Irrational fear gripped 
my heart and clouded my mind as I thought of the ramifications of 
standing before a crowd of strangers, not knowing who might be listen-
ing as I voiced the very message that had caused the death of Jesus, Paul, 
Peter, and countless martyrs around the world. But to my surprise, I felt 
a deep sense of compassion for that crowd of unsaved people as I saw 
them struggling for answers to life’s most important questions. I under-
stood that they were sheep without a shepherd (Matthew 9:36), lost 
and destined for the lake of fire. They were without hope of redemption 
unless someone preached words of everlasting life to them that some 
might believe and be saved (Romans 10:9). The Holy Spirit compelled 
me, and I jumped up and began to speak without any thought of my 
own reputation. I had only an earnest compassion for them, and I began 
pleading with them to repent and turn back to the One who loved them 
and gave His life for them.

As Christians, our primary responsibility is to reach the lost. Just as 
Jesus left the comforts and pleasures of heaven to seek and save the lost, 
we, too, should be throwing open the doors of our sanctuaries, going out 
into the world, and bringing the life-giving message of the Gospel to a 
sick and dying generation. 

The purpose of this book is to help equip you to be a faithful laborer 
for the Lord. Jesus said, “The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are 
few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth 
labourers into his harvest” (Luke 10:2). These sermons are not intended 
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to overwhelm you with a sense of awe for the preachers themselves, but 
rather to motivate you to do what they did. 

Where is the voice calling in the wilderness, “Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight” (Matthew 3:3)? Where is today’s Charles 
Spurgeon? Where are the true and faithful laborers, here, now, willing 
to abandon it all for the sake of saving precious souls? The harvest is still 
great, and, sadly, the laborers are still few. My prayer is that this book 
will stir you to offer yourself as a laborer.

After reading these sermons, you may want to learn more about how 
to effectively share your faith. You can do this through Living Waters’ 
School of Biblical Evangelism. Visit us at www.livingwaters.com. We 
also have many other resources to help you, as well as a free e-mail news-
letter to keep you up-to-date with what’s happening in our ministry.

God bless you, 
Kirk Cameron





PART ONE:  
 

THE WORLD’S GREATEST 
SERMONS



John Wesley is a great inspiration.  
As a young man consumed with a passion to reach the lost with the 
Gospel, this former Anglican priest traveled thousands of miles on 
horseback to preach the Gospel in small villages, large towns, and 

wide-open fields filled with crowds of earnest listeners.  
He actually preferred preaching the Gospel in the open air to 

speaking within the walls of church buildings.  
—Kirk 
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JOHN WESLEY

John Wesley was born June 17, 1703, the fifteenth child of Samuel, a 
former Nonconformist minister and rector at Epworth, England, and 
Susanna Wesley. His mother had eighteen other children and taught 
them daily from the Bible. When he was six, he was rescued from a 
house fire, causing his mother to call him “a brand plucked from the 
burning.” (See Zechariah 3:2.) He would always remember this. 

Wesley graduated from Oxford in 1724 and was ordained as an 
Anglican priest in the Church of England on September 22, 1728. In 
1729, Wesley and his brother Charles founded a group called the Holy 
Club. They became known as Methodists, a derisive term for their 
emphasis on methodical study and devotion. 

Under the influence of the Moravians, the group made a missionary 
journey to the Indians in the North American colony of Georgia from 
1735–1737. The trip would greatly influence Wesley’s life. He failed 
miserably due to his too-stern and terribly over-disciplined method. He 
wrote in his journal, “I went to America to convert the Indians; but oh, 
who shall convert me?” 
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Wesley struggled with this problem until one day in 1738 when he 
attended a service in which Martin Luther’s “Preface to the Epistle to 
the Romans” was being read. Concerning the experience, Wesley wrote, 
“About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which 
God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely 
warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ:…An assurance was given me that 
He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of 
sin and death.” Charles also experienced a religious awakening that con-
vinced him salvation was possible through faith alone. From this point 
on, Wesley viewed his mission in life as one of proclaiming the good 
news of salvation by faith, which he did whenever a pulpit was offered 
to him. 

In 1739 George Whitefield, who later became a great evangelical 
preacher in Great Britain and North America, persuaded Wesley to go 
to the unchurched masses. Wesley began to preach with new force and 
meaning and abandoned the church pulpit in favor of the outdoors. The 
response was so great—his first audience numbered about three thou-
sand people—that he decided to preach wherever he could find an open 
ear, addressing as many as eight thousand at a time. But the more he 
preached in the fields, the more churches closed their pulpits to him. 

Wesley believed that the entire world was his parish. His audience 
was made up of common laborers, such as miners, ironworkers, spin-
ners, and weavers. He managed to complete a tour of England every year 
and made twenty visits to Scotland and Ireland. Traveling mostly on 
horseback, he covered an estimated two hundred fifty thousand miles 
and preached forty thousand sermons. In addition, he kept a detailed 
journal, wrote commentaries on Scripture, and edited classical works. 

Wesley met with much opposition in his preaching. At times, he 
even faced angry mobs who objected to his claims of God’s free offer 
of salvation. His meeting places were often looted and destroyed, and 
Wesley and his followers were subjected to frequent attacks. 
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Despite these problems, Wesley managed to visit prisons and poor-
houses. He opened a free medical clinic, started the Stranger’s Friend 
Society, and spoke out against slavery. All in all, John and his brother 
wrote several thousand hymns, including “Hark, the Herald Angels 
Sing” and “Christ the Lord Is Ris’n Today.” Wesley worked until he was 
a feeble old man. He preached his last sermon just five days before he 
died on March 2, 1791. His last words were, “The best of all is, God is 
with us.”


