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FIRST WORDS

This message is a struggle to make real to the modern church: 
the hidden wealth of an almost unknown truth of the Word of 
God.

The writer has felt for years that the disciples had a power 
to which we are utterly strangers, and that this power should 
belong to the church. He has been seeking a solution to this 
problem and believes that this book will be an unveiling of the 
hidden spring.
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We trust that others will build upon this foundation and 
that before the return of our Lord, a portion, at least, of the 
body of believers will be living in the freshness of the power of 
the early church.

If the book helps you, pass it on.



9

1

THE WHY OF THE BOOK

Several years ago, I was holding meetings in a city in Tennessee. 
One afternoon, while giving an address on “The Name of Jesus,” 
a lawyer interrupted me.

“Do you mean to say that Jesus gave us the power of attor-
ney, the legal right to use His name?” he asked.

I said to him, “Brother, you are a lawyer and I am a layman. 
Tell me—did Jesus give us the power of attorney?”
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He said, “If language means anything, then Jesus gave to the 
church the power of attorney.”

Then I asked him, “What is the value of this power of 
attorney?”

He answered, “It depends upon how much there is behind 
it, how much authority, how much power, this name represents.”

Then I began the search to find how much power and 
authority Jesus had.

THEN THIS BOOK CAME 

The measure of His ability is the measure of the value of 
that name, and all that is invested in that name belongs to us, for 
Jesus gave us the unqualified use of His name.

Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye 
shall receive, that your joy may be full.  (John 16:24)

Here, Jesus not only gives us the use of His name, but He 
also declares that the prayer prayed in His name will receive His 
special attention.

Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give 
it you.  (John 16:23)

Jesus says, “When you ask of the Father in My name, I will 
endorse that and the Father will give it to you.” 

This puts prayer on a purely legal basis for He has given us 
the legal right to use His name.



As we tAke our privileges And rights 

in the new covenAnt And prAy in Jesus’s 

nAme, it pAsses out of our hAnds into 

the hAnds of Jesus; he then Assumes the 

responsibility of thAt prAyer.  

we know thAt the fAther AlwAys heArs 

Jesus, And when we prAy in Jesus’s nAme,  

it is As though Jesus himself were doing 

the prAying.
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As we take our privileges and rights in the new covenant and 
pray in Jesus’s name, it passes out of our hands into the hands 
of Jesus; He then assumes the responsibility of that prayer, and 
we know that He said, “Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard 
me. And I knew that thou hearest me always” (John 21:41–42). In 
other words, we know that the Father always hears Jesus, and 
when we pray in Jesus’s name, it is as though Jesus Himself were 
doing the praying—He takes our place.

PRAYER IS A BUSINESS PROPOSITION 

This places prayer not only on legal grounds, but makes it a 
business proposition.

When we pray, we take Jesus’s place here to carry out His 
will, and He takes our place before the Father.

He said that it should not only cover our prayer life, but it 
also can be used in our combat against the unseen forces that 
surround us.

And these signs shall accompany them that believe: in my 
name shall they cast out demons; they shall speak with new 
tongues; they shall take up serpents, and if they drink any 
deadly thing, it shall in no wise hurt them; they shall lay 
hands on the sick, and they shall recover.   
 (Mark 16:17–18 asv)

“Them that believe” literally means the believing ones, for 
every child of God is a believing one. And here, Jesus is reveal-
ing His part in the Great Commission. In that great document, 
He says:



when Jesus gAve us the legAl right to 

use this nAme, the fAther knew All thAt 

thAt nAme would imply when breAthed in 

prAyer by oppressed souls, And it is his Joy 

to recognize thAt nAme.  

so the possibilities enfolded in the nAme 

of Jesus Are beyond our understAnding. 

when he sAys to the church, 

“whAtsoever you shAll Ask of the fAther 

in my nAme,” he is giving us A signed check 

on the resources of heAven And Asking us 

to fill it in.
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All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and 
on earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the 
nations.…Lo, I am with you always.   
 (Matthew 28:18–20 asv)

He is with us in the power and authority of His name. What 
does the name mean to the Father, to the church, and to Satan?

To the Father, it must mean more than our hearts or minds 
will ever grasp, but we can suggest a little of the wealth that the 
Father has stored in that name.

First, He inherited a more excellent name than any of the 
angels as the first begotten Son. Second, God gave Him a name 
“which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth” (Philippians 2:9–10). Third, by His conquest 
over sin, Satan, disease, death, hell, and the grave, He acquired 
a name that is above all names.

When Jesus gave us the legal right to use this name, the 
Father knew all that that name would imply when breathed in 
prayer by oppressed souls, and it is His joy to recognize that 
name.

So the possibilities enfolded in the name of Jesus are beyond 
our understanding. When He says to the church, “Whatsoever 
you shall ask of the Father in My name,” He is giving us a signed 
check on the resources of heaven and asking us to fill it in.

It would benefit the church to begin an exhaustive study 
of the resources of Jesus in order to get a measurement of the 
wealth that name holds for her today.


