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INTRODUCTION

What does that Scripture mean?

Ever asked yourself this question when you’re reading the Bible? 
We all have. Whether we’ve been saved a long time or are just beginning 
to follow Christ, there are portions of Scripture that go over our heads. 
They’re puzzling. Odd. Complicated. Weird. I call them Strange Scriptures.

What’s baptism on behalf of the dead? (See 1 Corinthians 15:29.)

How could Jesus tell us to be perfect? Does He really expect perfection? (See 
Matthew 5:48.)

Did the Corinthian church really deliver someone over to Satan? (See 
1 Corinthians 5:5.)

Wasn’t it rude of Jesus to call a woman a dog? (See Mark 7:27.) 

If Jesus is eternal, why is He called the firstborn? (See Colossians 1:15.)

How can we do greater works than Christ? (See John 14:12.)

What’s the mystery of lawlessness? (See 2 Thessalonians 2:7.)

Scriptures like these are not preached from the pulpit as commonly as 
our favorite texts. You rarely hear them in your Bible study group. I doubt 
they’re given to your kids to memorize in children’s church or Sunday school. 
There’s a good chance that you’re not alone if you skip past them during your 
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quiet time. And it’s definitely not easy to explain what they mean without 
doing a hack job. But they are part of God’s Word for a reason. All things 
considered, I thought the world of Christian literature could use a devotional 
dedicated to these strange texts, so they won’t be as strange to us anymore.

Think of it this way: if the Bible were an apple orchard, the Scriptures 
we’re most familiar with are like a succulent Honeycrisp. They’re our favor-
ites to yank from the pages of Scripture and bite into for juicy, life-affirming 
meaning and relevant application:

I can do all things through him who strengthens me.   
 (Philippians 4:13)

We are more than conquerors through him who loved us.   
 (Romans 8:37)

Love never fails.  (1 Corinthians 13:8 nkjv)

But some Scriptures make your lips pucker up as though you’re biting 
into an unripe Granny Smith.

God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell 
and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the 
judgment.  (2 Peter 2:4)

There’s nectar in there all right, but you have to work a little harder to 
make it palatable.

Strange Scriptures has done that for you. Within each short study, I 
have aimed to represent scholarship, Greek exegesis, and life application to 
bring forth a full-bodied study to nourish your soul. You’ll gain a general 
idea of what the text means, as well as a way forward for applying such 
offbeat verses to your life. You may desire to build upon each study, add-
ing your own scholarship, interpretation, and application into them. That’s 
great. Such an endeavor would be ideal.

As you maneuver through these verses, you will notice that I have 
pulled passages from all twenty-seven books of the New Testament. It is 
my desire for this study to bring you through its entirety.
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There are two challenges to this approach. First, I had to decide which 
strange Scriptures I wanted to present. In doing so, I had to leave some be-
hind. I couldn’t get to them all because I had to move on to the other books. 
The second challenge is that some Scriptures are stranger than others. For 
instance, the things Jesus says are a bit more cryptic than John’s second and 
third epistles. In cases where a book of the New Testament didn’t have as 
many strange Scriptures, I attempted to choose the strangest or murkiest 
one I could find.

I also must say a word about the content of these studies. Faithful ex-
egesis means following what the text is saying, no matter where it leads. 
Sometimes that means ending up in places that don’t excite us, but bring 
solemnity to our reflections instead. There are more than a fair number of 
these studies within this work. Although I sought the Holy Spirit’s guid-
ance in using the meaning of these Scriptures to encourage and lift up, they 
sometimes urgently warn.

A few times, I chuckled to myself and thought, This sure isn’t what’s 
popular today. How many times my carnality only wished to present some-
thing easier, less threatening to the reader! But I followed the text, not my 
own selfish inclinations, to the best of my abilities. As Paul points out:

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.   
 (2 Timothy 3:16–17)

Undoubtedly, all refers to these Strange Scriptures you are about to 
study. May they transform your life, illuminate your heart, and bring you 
closer to Jesus. May they enhance your overall comprehension of the New 
Testament. And may they become as familiar to you as everything else in 
God’s Word. 

Maranatha. 
μαράνα θά 

Chris Palmer
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1

ANGER THAT ROTS

But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother 
will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be 
liable to the council; and whoever says, “You fool!” will be liable 
to the hell of fire.  (Matthew 5:22)

ἐγὼ δὲ λέγω ὑμῖν ὅτι πᾶς ὁ ὀργιζόμενος τῷ ἀδελφῷ αὐτοῦ 
ἔνοχος ἔσται τῇ κρίσει· ὃς δʼ ἂν εἴπῃ τῷ ἀδελφῷ αὐτοῦ, 
Ῥακά, ἔνοχος ἔσται τῷ συνεδρίῳ· ὃς δʼ ἂν εἴπῃ, Μωρέ, 
ἔνοχος ἔσται εἰς τὴν γέενναν τοῦ πυρός.   
 (ΚΑΤΑ ΜΑΘΘΑΙΟΝ 5:22)

Imagine having a bullet stuck in your face for seventeen years. Movies 
and TV shows lead us to believe that bullets are always removed from 

gunshot victims. But that’s not the case. More often than you might ex-
pect, doctors deem it best to leave the bullet in patients. Dwayne Adams of 
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Wilmington, Delaware, can vouch for this. He carried a bullet in his head 
from 1998 until 2016.

In high school, Adams was hit with a stray gunshot while sitting on his 
mother’s porch. Doctors felt removing the bullet was too risky. Adams had 
to live with the lead in his head. Complications ensued. He started going 
to the doctors regularly to get his face drained with a needle. Removing 
the bullet became necessary. Interestingly, Adams says some of his sense of 
smell returned after it was taken out. Today, he’s happy to be free from the 
foreign object and the trauma it caused.

William Lawlis Pace held the Guinness World Record for living 
the longest time with a bullet in his head: 94 years and six months. 
His older brother accidently shot him the head with their father’s 
.22 caliber rifle in 1917. It remained there until William’s death in 
2012 at age 103.

Most of us don’t have a bullet in our body. But God’s Word tells us that 
there’s another foreign object that can get lodged inside us and cause even 
more damage: anger. 

In Matthew 5:22, Jesus warns us that being angry with our brother 
fosters serious consequences. Notice what Jesus says:

But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be lia-
ble to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; 
and whoever says, “You fool!” will be liable to the hell of fire.

This verse is often misunderstood because we tend to hear only the 
part where Jesus says calling someone a fool is enough to put us in danger 
of hell. We think, I’ve called someone a fool before. So has Mr. T! Are we both 
going to hell?

In order to understand this verse, we have to begin with the word 
“angry.” In the Greek, “angry” comes from the word orgizō. Here, it’s not 
describing a flash of anger that blazes in a moment then goes out, like a 
match. This is slow-roasting anger that simmers patiently and heats up 
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with time, like pork shoulder roast turning on a spit. It drips with passion 
for revenge. It plumps with savory ideas of payback.

Next, we should note that this verse consists of three parallel state-
ments. It helps to look at it like this:

1. everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment

2. whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council

3. whoever says, “You fool!” will be liable to the hell of fire

Jesus seems to be making the same statement three different ways. We 
do this all the time. Don’t come home late for dinner! I spent all day preparing 
it! Be here by 6:30! Three statements communicating one thing: if you don’t 
come home in time for dinner, you may end up sleeping on the couch. Jesus 
says if you live with anger, you are going to end up on God’s hot seat.

Jesus’s definition of anger grows with each statement. The sort of anger 
Jesus is talking about evolves. It moves from being offended (“everyone who 
is angry with his brother”) to profound contempt (“whoever insults his broth-
er”) to character assassination (“whoever says, ‘You fool!’”). At this point, the 
angry person is skulking around, spreading rumors. Belittling. Smearing 
the offender’s reputation. Killing off their dignity. This sort of behavior is 
what God must judge.

Jesus’s audience would have found this shocking. Many Jews consid-
ered themselves pious simply because they didn’t murder their enemies. 
Jesus tells us that’s not enough. God is interested in what’s going on in our 
hearts. We must not even wish to harm someone. 

So you see, it’s more than saying, “Fool!” (Mr. T can breathe a sigh of 
relief.) It’s about a heart rotten enough to mean it and plan that person’s 
demise, whether physically, emotionally, or spiritually.

If you have anger in your heart, get it out. Don’t carry it around for 
years until it evolves into hate and poisons everyone involved. Better to let 
it go. God’s hot seat is not where you want to end up.
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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
Dear heavenly Father,

I know that You can see my heart. May there be no anger in it to-
ward anyone today. I forgive those who have hurt me and all those 
I may be stewing over. Instead of seeking their demise, I ask You to 
bless them. Create in me a new disposition toward those I dislike. 
In Jesus’s name, amen!

ACTIVIT Y FOR THE WEEK
Clean out your refrigerator. Toss old food and pitch expired condi-

ments. How does it feel to have a fresh refrigerator? Does your heart need 
the same treatment? What can you pitch to make it clean and free from 
rot?

SCRIPTURES FOR THE WEEK
1 Samuel 16:7

Psalm 37:8–9

Ecclesiastes 7:9

Ephesians 4:26–27

Colossians 3:8

James 1:19–21


