
WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT  
LUANNE BOTTA AND SPIRITUAL WARFARE 

AND THE ARMOR OF GOD…

Spiritual Warfare and the Armor of God is a clarion call to 
every Christ follower. It is time for the church to wake up and 
strap on the full armor of God because the enemy’s weapons 
are trained against us and the warfare is great. Luanne Botta 
has written a wise and practical book that teaches us to not 
only be prepared for the battle against us, but to go into it 
fully prepared and stronger than our enemy.

—Donna VanLiere 
New York Times bestselling author and teacher

Luanne Botta was an ordained instructor at the Greater 
Works Bible College for over seven years, training hundreds 
of students. This book is a must read for all Christians. We 
need this teaching now more than ever!

—Rev. Andrew Mitrik 
Dean, Greater Works Bible College, Monroeville, PA 

We live in tumultuous times; everyone can sense it. No 
matter the time or circumstances, God is in complete control 
and has made preparation for each moment within His cre-
ated order. This preparation brings biblical revelation, as do 
His vessels who teach it and execute it. Luanne is one of these 
vessels who has been prepared for this very hour. This book 
is not theoretical nor does it simply contain knowledge about 
Spiritual Warfare and the Armor of God. This book contains 



wisdom and spiritual insight that has been forged in Luanne’s 
life by the Holy Spirit! She lives this every day. This topic and 
this book have been prepared for “such a moment as this.”

—Richard Nugara, Ph.D. 
Adjunct professor of biblical studies 

Regent University

As a former student of Luanne Botta, I am grateful that she 
immersed us in the Word of God. She taught us the impor-
tance of understanding the elements of spiritual warfare and 
how to combat the enemy with the armor of God. Now, as 
a kindergarten teacher, I find myself educating and teaching 
the same things to even the youngest of students. Putting on 
the armor of God is not something I do for only me, but for 
every student who walks through my classroom. In the pages 
of this book, you will find the power, strength, and authority 
God has rightly given us and commanded us to use through 
the powerful name of Jesus. Luanne brings insightful truths, 
wisdom, and clarity into an area we all need to be empowered 
for our daily lives.

—Rachel Sadd 
Mother of four; K5 kindergarten teacher 

Once again, Luanne has written a powerful word for anyone 
who has chosen to walk with Jesus. She reminds us of the 
importance of leaning on the objective standard that is God’s 
truth, as well as the importance of utilizing the full armor 
of God. This book is a strong reminder that we have an 



extension of God’s power through His armor, but it’s up to us 
to learn how to use what’s already been given to us to fight the 
inevitable battles we face as believers living in a fallen world.

—Stephanie Baker 
Executive director, Life in Abundance, Greenville, SC 

Although I haven’t known Luanne Botta for long, I’ve grown 
deeply close to her through praying together. She has encour-
aged me and prayed for me even when I felt too weak to do it 
for myself. I am eternally grateful for my friend who practices 
what is in this book by going to battle for those she loves.

—Kim Harrell 
Missions and outreach director; pastor’s wife 

New Covenant Church, Greenwood, SC

“For such a time as this.” Never has there been a better time 
in history to take our stand as Christians and equip ourselves 
with the armor of God. This book is so timely and relevant 
to Christians everywhere as we must stand on the truth of 
God’s Word in order to battle the enemy’s plan to kill, steal, 
and destroy during this hour. I learned about the armor of 
God under Luanne Botta’s teaching over twenty years ago 
and still, to this day, recite it and have taught my children to 
do the same. It has meant everything to me knowing that I 
can send my kids out into this world feeling confident that 
they are fully equipped with the armor of God.

—Cassandra Rockinson 
A warrior parent
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ONE

WRESTLING AGAINST A  
SPIRITUAL FORCE

WHAT IS SPIRITUAL WARFARE? 

Spiritual warfare is the wrestling with the enemy, Satan, 
who fights against our soul and spirit to keep us from being 
and doing all that we have been called to do in this life through 
Christ. It is resisting temptations to sin and fighting the good 
fight of faith to reject lies. It is referred to throughout the 
Old and New Testaments. Writing about spiritual warfare in 
his book Angels: God’s Secret Agents, Billy Graham said, “All 
this comes about because the powers of darkness press their 
counterattack to recapture the ground held for the glory of 
God.”2 Read that sentence again.

As Christians, we need a clear understanding of spiri-
tual warfare and the battle going on around us in the unseen 
2. Billy Graham, Angels: God’s Secret Agents (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, Inc., 1995).
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world. As a result, we will be able to grasp the spiritual cloth-
ing we will be putting on with the armor of God.

Satan hates God and wants to disrupt everything good 
that God has placed upon this life and upon His children. 
Jesus did warn us, “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adver-
sary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone 
to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). We are to be aware and vigilant of 
this enemy who prowls and roars like a lion. Jesus is the Lion 
of the Tribe of Judah. Satan is the great counterfeit, prowling 
about like a roaring lion. Satan is absolutely nothing like the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, although he tries to make 
people think otherwise. Always keep in mind, “even Satan dis-
guises himself as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14). You 
can’t fight a spiritual war with emotions or the flesh for you 
will become a casualty very quickly. Satan has no new tricks. 
He is not to be feared; he is to be dealt with by the power of 
the Word of God.

You can’t fight a spiritual war with emotions or the 
flesh for you will become a casualty very quickly.

This is a crazy thought, but imagine if a snake was in 
your house. Yes, I know—yikes! I don’t even like worms, 
let alone snakes. But let’s just pretend there is a big snake in 
your house. When you kill a snake by cutting off its head, 
it thrashes around for a while before it finally dies. That is 
exactly what Satan is doing; he is a snake with its head cut 
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off and he’s thrashing around. He has been defeated by the 
sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus. In fact, Jesus made a public 
spectacle of him:

Having disarmed the powers and authorities, [Jesus] 
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them 
by the cross.  (Colossians 2:15 niv)

Our enemy has been defeated and he’s flailing about, 
trying to strike at everyone and everything. But Satan has 
no authority unless we give it to him by agreeing with his 
thoughts, lies and deceptions. Don’t forget who he is. “The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came so that they 
would have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). The 
devil is a thief and a deceiver; his only job is to steal, kill, and 
destroy. Oh, and may I remind you…he doesn’t fight fair.

DANIEL'S PRAYER 

The main characters of the Old and New Testaments, 
along with those on the outskirts of the stories in the Bible, 
have had to fight spiritual battles over their lives. I am imme-
diately reminded of chapter 10 in the book of Daniel. 

The entire chapter is intriguing, but I am only going to 
touch on the warfare involved. In the first few versus, Daniel 
had been fasting, praying, and mourning for three entire 
weeks. After those three weeks, he sees a vision of a cer-
tain man dressed in linen. He goes into detail of what this 
man looks like. Then Scripture tells us that Daniel lost his 
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strength and went pale at the vision of this man dressed in 
linen. This angelic being tells Daniel:

Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day that you set 
your heart on understanding this and on humbling yourself 
before your God, your words were heard, and I have come 
in response to your words. But the prince of the kingdom 
of Persia was standing in my way for twenty-one days; 
then behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help 
me, for I had been left there with the kings of Persia.   
 (Daniel 10:12–13)

Every time we see or hear the word “but” in Scripture, we 
need to pay attention to what comes next. Right there, it tells 
us that God sent His answer the moment Daniel prayed, yet 
his prayer was withheld in this spiritual fight for twenty-one 
days. 

This encounter Daniel had with his prayers being held up 
is something you and I can relate to and learn how to fight 
through. If you are feeling a delay in answered prayer, it can 
be God’s timing, something God is building in your charac-
ter, or the enemy delaying it. When you are in a delay, ask the 
Lord where it is coming from and pray in the direction He 
shows you. If it’s His delay, it’s because He sees the big picture 
and is getting all players in order over your life and building 
character in you as well. If He shows you it’s the enemy delay-
ing, then battle through it in prayer, letting the enemy know 
he has no authority to thwart the plans of God for your life. 
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You see, when you realize you are in a war with an enemy 
that wants to deceive you, lie to you, and steal all God has in 
store for you, you will have the tenacity to come against that 
spiritual enemy. You just need the tools to do so. In the nat-
ural, we would never walk out of our homes without putting 
our clothes on. In just the same way, you should not walk out 
of the house or let your kids do so without wearing your spir-
itual clothes: the armor of God. And I guarantee you, when 
you get this and see the authority you have over the enemy of 
your life, it will change the way you live your Christian walk. 

We will use the Word of God for every piece of the armor 
for that is our line of victory for every battle. You will see how 
important it is to understand this warfare and know these six 
pieces of the armor to be put on daily. 

A THIEF AND A LIAR 

I do not want to glorify Satan, but to expose him for who 
he really is: a liar and the father of lies. There is never any 
truth in him. “He was a murderer from the beginning, and does 
not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever 
he tells a lie, he speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar and 
the father of lies” (John 8:44). It’s Satan’s nature to lie. Think 
about that. It’s all through him to lie…he speaks lies. He is a 
deceiver and will do anything to throw you off the course that 
Jesus has for your life. It’s time for him to be exposed and you 
know who you are fighting.

You are not in this battle alone. Jesus had to deal with 
the enemy; you and I will have to deal with him. Don’t let 
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yourself be isolated in the fight. Run to the Lord. We are a big 
family. Bring your friends, family, and church family to pray 
and battle through with you. 

It’s Satan’s nature to lie. He is a deceiver and will  
do anything to throw you off the course that  
Jesus has for your life.

We all know that prayer is key over our lives. It moves 
God’s hand. It brings us close to Him, to His very presence. 
It is powerful. It builds our relationship with Him. It brings 
life to our situations and answers to our heart’s cry. It is our 
lifeline. Casual prayer is a mistake. Lethargic Christian living 
is something the enemy relishes because he knows we are 
weak when we are prayerless, and it’s his favorite scheme to 
use against us as believers. English preacher Guy H. King 
(1885–1956) said, “No one is a firmer believer in the power 
of prayer than the devil; not that he practices it, but he suffers 
from it.” Let that sink in! 

THE STRENGTH OF HIS MIGHT

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His 
might. Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be 
able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.   
 (Ephesians 6:10–11)
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When you look at this Scripture, you see that this battle 
is in the strength of God’s might.

This is not our fight; it is the Lord’s. He just wants us to 
stand in the battle with Him and take our authority against 
the powers of darkness. Jesus states, “I have given you author-
ity to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the 
power of the enemy; nothing will harm you” (Luke 10:19 niv). 
He has given us the authority to trample on the enemy. But 
when we come in agreement with the negative, discouraging, 
or fearful voices in our lives, we invite the enemy to have a hay 
day in our minds and emotions. 

I am writing this at the time of a virus pandemic that has 
hit America and the world. There is much unrest in the streets 
of America today as well. The spirits of fear, greed, division, 
offense, violence, hate, and sickness have been running ram-
pant across the country and across the world. The fear of 
death, disease, financial loss, the unknown, the future, and so 
much more has gripped the entire nation. If we do not take 
up our authority against these spirits that are causing such 
havoc, and believe that God has each of us in the very palm of 
His hand, we will succumb to the enemy’s schemes and live in 
absolute torment. We need to remind ourselves that we walk 
in the authority and the strength of His might—His victory!

Dr. Tony Evans says, “Satan often tries to prevent you 
from taking the spiritual realm seriously. If he can divert your 
attention away from the spiritual realm, he can keep you away 
from the only place where your victory is found. If he can 
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distract you with people or things you can see, taste, touch, 
hear, or smell, he can keep you from living a life of victory.”3

The apostle Paul would never have told us to put this 
armor on if he wasn’t adamant that we have an enemy who 
is scheming to make us weak in our faith and take us out of 
the plan of God and the victory He has for our lives. And 
don’t be mistaken; the devil would love to mess not only with 
your gifts and calling, but with your loved ones as well. We 
do not want to be ignorant and not realize where the fiery 
darts against us are coming from. When a warrior goes into 
spiritual battle, he must know who his enemy is and how to 
defeat him. Believe it or not, it is not always from other people 
or your own thoughts. 

WE STRUGGLE NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of 
this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in 
the heavenly places.  (Ephesians 6:12)

I repeat, we are not wrestling against flesh and blood. Your 
family, your husband, your wife, your kids, your brothers or 
sisters, your coworkers, your friends, and your church family 
are not your enemy. We are wrestling against a spiritual force 
that wants nothing more than to pull our relationships apart 
and cause disunity and dissension among us. If he can, Satan 

3. Tony Evans, Winning Your Spiritual Battles (Eugene, OR: Harvest House Publishers, 
2011).
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will use those in our lives to cause heartache. And he will 
infiltrate our fleshly thoughts, if we let him, to take owner-
ship of our lives. Our flesh rises up as well and can cause a lot 
of confusion and chaos. We need to understand and grasp the 
difference between the soul and the spirit and know how to 
respond to them.

Who you are doesn’t matter to Satan;  
he will sow the bait.

There is one fiery dart that is raging in the nation, causing 
us to wrestle against each other, and it most certainly includes 
brothers and sisters in Christ. It’s the spirit of offense. This 
one spirit alone is tearing us apart with, “I’m offended,” “No, 
I’m offended. You offended me,” “No, you offended me,” 
and on and on. Friends, family members, or coworkers, rich 
or poor, Democrat or Republican, black, white, Asian, or 
Hispanic—it doesn’t matter to Satan; he will sow the bait. 
The word bait means, “to try to make angry with criticism or 
insults; unjust, malicious, or persistent attacks.” It is causing 
friends and family members to no longer speak to each other. 
Being offended and staying offended is like drinking poison 
and hoping it teaches someone else a lesson. That is exactly 
what is going on. Author John Bevere wrote an excellent book 
entitled The Bait of Satan.4 That bait is the spirit of offense. 
Here’s what God says about it:

4. John Bevere, The Bait of Satan (Lake Mary, FL: Charisma House, 1994).
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A brother who is offended is harder to be won than a 
strong city, and quarrels are like the bars of a citadel.   
 (Proverbs 18:19)

Don’t get caught in the poison—it is a trap! See that 
offense for what it really is: a bait from the enemy of your 
very soul.

Isn’t it crazy how so often the enemy is portrayed like the 
character we see in cartoons, a red devil with two horns? That 
is not the truth. I have heard people laugh and say, “I don’t 
care if I go to hell one day; it will just be one big party.” Boy, 
are they mistaken! That is a lie from the very pit of hell. Satan 
is not your buddy or your friend. He is a master deceiver, and 
he is very, very good at it. 

We are going to pull back the veil and let the enemy know 
that we see what he is trying to do in our lives. We are becom-
ing wise to his schemes and we have our eyes wide open.

STAND FIRM AGAINST THE SCHEMES OF THE DEVIL

1. Stand Firm. When you have done everything you 
know to do in prayer, in coming to God through 
His Word, and in releasing it all to Him, keep 
standing. Many times, the Lord has us wait longer 
than we would ever want to. Our job is to trust and 
believe that He is working behind the scenes on our 
behalf. The Lord is the one who fights our battles. 
He knows exactly where you are. He vindicates, so 
let Him. Your job is to stand—stand firm in the 
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strength of His might. “‘You need not fight in this 
battle; take your position, stand and watch the salvation 
of the Lord in your behalf.…’ Do not fear or be dis-
mayed; tomorrow, go out to face them, for the Lord is 
with you” (2 Chronicles 20:17). Keep standing firm.

2. Schemes of the Devil. I never noticed the word 
scheme before and the impact it has over us until I 
heard a message on it. That message made me think 
about a few things regarding the devil’s schemes. 
Scheming is devising a crafty or secret plan specif-
ically against you, hiding so as not to be seen. Our 
habits, our mistakes, our sins…he is scheming. 
Those thoughts in your head that say you are not 
enough…he is scheming. Those outbursts of anger 
against your family…he is scheming. The discour-
agement over your finances that wants to transition 
into depression…he is scheming. This list could go 
on and on. He is scheming to trip us up so as to 
cause havoc and destroy our faith in God. He is ulti-
mately after your faith. That should make you very 
angry. He is scheming. You are wrestling against 
powers and principalities of this dark world. 

3. “‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says 
the Lord” (Zechariah 4:6). The battle will not be 
won by our might or our power, but completely by 
His Spirit. Remember, He has given us authority 
in His name and by His Spirit. God is faithful. 
He wins battles. We need to stand and watch Him 
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battle on our behalf. We stand and trust Him. 
We may get bruised and wounded here and there. 
There are not too many wars when soldiers come 
out unscathed. But you will have victory. And you 
will be standing. 

Jesus will always counter the enemy’s schemes, assuring 
us, “I came to give you life and that abundantly!” (See John 
10:10.) God is our rescuer and He is for us. He wants you 
to experience that He is the great “I AM” (Exodus 3:14) and 
that you can depend on Him and trust Him. He is the lover 
of your soul, your greatest advocate and warrior. “The Lord 
will fight for you, while you keep silent” (Exodus 14:14). He has 
not lost a battle yet!

Jesus will always counter the enemy’s schemes.  
He is the lover of your soul, your greatest  
advocate and warrior.

A very famous story appears in the first book of Samuel 
starting in chapter 19, regarding King Saul, who was trying 
to kill David because he was jealous of him and saw that the 
Lord was with him. David ran from Saul for ten years! That 
is a very long time to be pursued by someone wanting to take 
your life. David never laid a hand on Saul when he had the 
opportunity to do so. Why did he not defend himself against 
King Saul’s assaults upon him? The answer is very evident 
because of David’s relationship to God. As the future king 
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explains to his nephew Abishai, “Do not kill him, for who can 
reach out with his hand against the Lord’s anointed and remain 
innocent?” (1 Samuel 26:9).

David understood this battle he was in, but he was let-
ting God fight it for him. He was not going to be responsible 
for what God wanted to do in his fight with King Saul. For 
vengeance is the Lord’s. Just as David knew, so many times in 
Scripture, the Lord tells us that the battle belongs to Him. 
Our response should be to let go of control, surrender, and 
let Him have it, no matter what it looks like. “Do not fear or 
be dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not 
yours but God’s” (2 Chronicles 20:15). Obviously, there will be 
times you and I will need to fight through our battles along-
side of the Lord, and there will be times you take your stand 
and let God fight the battle. 

A FINAL THOUGHT 

Finally, in understanding this spiritual warfare that is 
around us, the Lord equips us with the wisdom of His Word. 
It is our responsibility to use the powerful tools God has 
given us through praise and worship, prayer, and the Word. 
We will see great victory in our lives by worshipping God 
and praying Bible verses over ourselves, our family, and our 
friends. Then, as we resist the devil, he will flee. Don’t lose 
heart when it feels like things are not moving fast enough. 
God’s got you. He has your situation in complete focus. “Let’s 
not become discouraged in doing good, for in due time we will 
reap, if we do not become weary” (Galatians 6:9). Take God at 
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His Word. Come to the Him first; don’t try to fight in the 
flesh. It is a spiritual battle…fight on God’s terms, on His 
ground, and watch Him move! 

TAKE ACTION

We are in a battle. We have to be vigilant. We must rely 
on our commander in chief, the captain of the host of heaven, 
Jesus the Christ. You do not fight your circumstances or sit-
uations in the flesh or emotions. They are fought with the 
Word, worship, and prayer! You are in this race to win!

WARFARE PRAYER

Lord, I come to You in the power of the Holy Spirit 
knowing I do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against powers and authorities of this dark world. 
Help me take this battle to where it belongs and stand 
in the power of your strength to combat every scheme 
of the enemy over my life. You are the only true God. 
I take my stand, as You commanded me to, knowing 
that Satan truly has no authority over me unless I give 
it to him. He has been defeated by Your victory on the 
cross. This warfare I am fighting is a battle that rages 
because the powers of darkness want to recapture the 
ground held for the glory of God. I no longer hide in 
a corner over the enemy’s assaults, but I take up the 
full armor of God. I stand robed in Your armor daily, 
speaking Your Word and Your promises over my life, 
fearless because I call on Your name that breaks every 
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yoke and wins every battle. I worship You for the 
battle has always belonged to You. I choose to stand 
and keep standing and expose the darkness with Your 
glorious light. In Jesus’s name, amen.

Let’s get started with the armor of God and find our cloth-
ing of power! Each piece represents a part of God’s strength 
that extends to us.




