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INTRODUCTION

Prayer is the key that unlocks every door.

Your greatest resource is not money, intellect, popularity, or pedigree. 
Your greatest asset is not represented on your resume or in the roll call of 
your accomplishments. While all of these are good, they’re secondary to 
the central, sacred resource available to you. 

Prayer is the master key that rests among all of the other keys. Prayer does 
what none of these other keys can do. It opens the heart, opens possibilities 
that are impossible by natural means, and opens the door to God’s presence. 

Through prayer, peace and power flow from God into our lives. But 
it’s not just any kind of prayer that you and I need. We need to learn a 
particular and persistent kind of prayer. We need to learn the conditions 
of prayer that prevail so that we can walk in faith, expecting answers and 
giving thanks even before prayer is answered. 

You’re invited into a forty-day journey to discover that kind of prayer. 

Each day will feature a teaching from Scripture about prayer and 
a story or teaching from the life of one of my heroes of the faith, the  
nineteenth-century pastor George Müller. 

Müller was born on September 27, 1805, in a city called Kroppenstaedt, 
which was then in the Kingdom of Prussia. For most of his ministry, 
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Müller pastored in Bristol, England. However, his work didn’t stay within 
the walls of the church building. He launched orphanages that would pro-
vide shelter, food, education, and spiritual guidance for over ten thousand 
orphans. He also supported missionaries financially and distributed the 
Bible around the world. 

THE WONDERFUL PROMISES IN THE BIBLE REGARDING PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR EVERY BELIEVER TODAY AND IN EVERY AGE.

A central element ran through Müller’s life and ministry. He believed 
that the wonderful promises in the Bible regarding prayer were not just for 
the past or for a coming age. Instead, he believed they are available for every 
believer in the present. Müller studied the seemingly unbelievable teach-
ings of Jesus on prayer and decided to apply them to all circumstances. He 
took Jesus at His word when He taught:

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who 
seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.   
 (Matthew 7:7–8)

The promise was not just for some but for everyone. If Jesus is to be 
believed, the door will swing wide for everyone who knocks.

“Why should not the believer always draw near to God in full confi-
dence that he will do as he said?” asks Müller. “Our difficulty seems to be 
this: the promise is so ‘exceedingly great’1 that we cannot conceive God 
really to mean what he clearly appears to have revealed. The blessing seems 
too vast for our comprehension; we ‘stagger at the promises, through unbe-
lief,’2 and thus fail to secure the treasure which was purchased for us by 
Christ Jesus.”3

1. See 2 Peter 1:4 kjv.
2. See Romans 4:20 kjv.
3. George Müller, The Life of Trust: Being a Narrative of the Lord’s Dealings With George 
Müller, accessed at www.gutenberg.org/files/27288/27288-h/27288-h.htm.
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Since first learning about George Müller around twenty years ago, I 
have often shared stories about his life with others. I have used examples 
from his life to point people to a deeper experience of prayer.

Something happened to me, however, as I was sharing a story about 
answered prayer with bread and milk in one of Müller’s orphanages. I 
thought, I’m tired of telling stories about others and answered prayer. I want 
that kind of experience for myself. I want to know God’s power and see if the 
promises are for me too.

I started to dig more deeply into Müller’s life, primarily through his 
autobiographical narrative called The Life of Trust. This narrative was 
written not only to help followers of Jesus believe that God’s promises are 
for them but also to instruct them on the conditions leading to answered 
prayer. These conditions include abiding daily in God, relying on God in 
humble dependence, forsaking sin, exercising faith, seeking to do God’s 
will, and persisting in prayer.

I began to put it into practice. I started each day with a prayer of simple 
reliance. I asked God to give me faith that His promises were indeed true. 
I journaled prayer requests and expected help. I examined areas of my life 
where I lacked faith or held onto small or large sins that created a huge 
chasm between me and God.

The impact was immediate. I began seeing more answers to prayer as 
my faith grew. With each promise fulfilled, I took a step of faith, leading 
me to pray even more. 

Now I want to share with you what I have learned and continue to 
learn. You, too, can experience God’s promises and the life-changing 
release of the power of prayer described in Müller’s narrative. 

A SIMPLE PRAYER LIFTS THE FOG
In 1877, Müller crossed the Atlantic from Newfoundland to Quebec 

for a preaching event. During the voyage, an unexpected, heavy fog 
descended and delayed the ship considerably. The ship’s captain was a 
nominal Christian who had little experience with prayer. He had been on 
the bridge for twenty-two hours straight, worried and afraid for the crew 
and passengers.
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All of a sudden, the captain felt a tap on his shoulder. It was Müller. 

“Captain, I have come to tell you that I must be in Quebec on Saturday 
afternoon,” said Müller. 

“It is impossible,” said the captain.

“Very well,” replied Müller. “If your ship can’t take me God will find 
some other means…I have never broken an engagement in fifty-seven 
years.” 

The captain said, “I would willingly help you, but how can I? I am 
helpless.” 

Müller invited the captain to go down to the chart room and pray. The 
captain thought he was crazy but followed him to the chart room.

“Mr. Müller, do you know how dense this fog is?” pressed the captain. 

“No,” Müller said, “my eye is not on the density of the fog, but on the 
living God, who controls every circumstance of my life.” He then went 
down on his knees and prayed one of the simplest prayers the captain had 
ever heard: “O Lord, if it is consistent with Thy will, please remove this fog 
in five minutes. You know the engagement You made for me in Quebec for 
Saturday. I believe it is Your will.” The captain thought this sounded like 
the prayer of a child.

When Müller concluded his prayer, the captain said he would pray as 
well, but Müller told him not to do so.

“First,” he said, “you do not believe God will do it; and, second, I believe 
He has done it. And there is no need whatever for you to pray about it.” 

The captain stared in amazement. Müller continued, “Captain, I have 
known my Lord for fifty-seven years and there has never been a single day 
that I have failed to gain an audience with the King. Get up, Captain, and 
open the door, and you will find the fog is gone.”

The captain got up. He opened the door. The fog was gone. 

On Saturday afternoon, George Müller was in Quebec.4

Do you want that kind of faith? Are you ready to use the key that is 
already in your hand?
4. The George Müller website, “My Eye Is Not on the Fog,” accessed August 13, 2021, www.
georgemuller.org/devotional/my-eye-is-not-on-the-fog2874126.
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THREE INGREDIENTS FOR POWERFUL PRAYER 
Before you begin the forty-day journey of prevailing, powerful prayer, 

you’ll need three things: a passion, a place, and a plan.

1. PASSIONATE BELIEF
First, you’ll need to have a passion for prayer and for a deeper expe-

rience with God. You need to be tired of life as usual. You need a desire 
to make a change, wherever the journey leads. This journey can change 
your life just as it changed mine. But a halfhearted approach will yield no 
results. 

We can receive wisdom—that is, a higher revelation and a deeper 
understanding—when we ask God for it and believe that He will grant 
our request.

James, the brother of Jesus, wrote:

You should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must believe and not 
doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and 
tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything 
from the Lord.  (James 1:5–7)

This journey must start with a passionate belief. It must begin with 
faith and not doubt about the power of prayer and a simple faith in the One 
who hears prayer. 

2. A QUIET PL ACE TO PR AY
Second, you’ll need a quiet, sacred place to pray. Jesus taught that such 

a place is essential. In the Sermon on the Mount, He said:

But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you.  (Matthew 6:6)

Jesus contrasted this prayer practice with what He saw in other reli-
gious leaders. They stood on street corners to pray or launched into lengthy, 
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pious prayers to impress others. They liked to be seen. Jesus said they have 
their reward: the applause of other human beings. (See Matthew 6:5.)

It’s likely that the type of prayer evident in Müller’s life and described 
in this book has never been modeled for you. You may have only seen and 
heard prayers that seem somewhat hesitant, lacking faith, or ritualistic. 
You may have felt that there is a level of prayer that is just beyond your 
grasp. 

The disciples said to Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). They 
recognized that they needed to be taught how to pray. Jesus gave them a 
model prayer we know as “the Lord’s prayer” or “the Our Father,” but He 
also counseled them to go into a private room and close the door. God, who 
is unseen, would see what they had done in secret and reward them. 

In a secret place, we meet more than a distant, uncaring deity. There 
we encounter our Father. When Jesus used the personal word “Father,” He 
invited His followers to believe in a close, caring, generous God who loves 
them like children. 

Each day, we need time in a quiet place where we can talk in intimate 
words with the living God who loves us. In that secret place, we can ask 
for what we need and then open the door to a day of possibilities. We can 
center our hearts again and again throughout the day, asking for what we 
need and trusting that God is willing to supply it all. 

Could it really be true for you when Jesus says, “Ask and it will be given 
to you” (Matthew 7:7)? Can you really believe Jesus when He says, “If you 
have faith and do not doubt…you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself 
into the sea,’ and it will be done. If you believe, you will receive whatever you 
ask for in prayer” (Matthew 21:21–22)? Were these promises only for the 
first disciples? In the secret place, you’ll discover that the promises are for 
you too.

3. A BIBLE RE ADING PL AN 
Finally, you’ll need a plan. While these devotions are intended to 

encourage faith, they are not a substitute for Scripture reading. You can 
use these devotions each day as a complement to a regular Bible reading 
plan. If you don’t have such a plan, you could begin by reading a psalm each 
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day and then a chapter from one of the Gospels. There are also many good 
Bible reading plans, such as the Moravian Daily Texts, that can help you 
implement a regular time of study. 

The following is a simple plan:

• Begin with a prayer that asks God to open your mind and heart to 
the teaching of Scripture, being led by the Holy Spirit. 

• Read your Scripture passages for the day.

• Read a chapter of this devotional.

• Pray until you come to a place of experiencing God’s presence and 
peace.

• Ask for what you need, turning your day over to God.

Do you trust that God delights in granting your requests for anything 
that is for your benefit, especially when you ask according to His will and 
for His glory?

Do you believe the key that unlocks all the doors is already in your 
hand?

For the next forty days, make it a priority to go into your secret room. 
Seek the living God. Immerse yourself in God’s Word. Ask for what you 
need. 

Then get up, open the door, and see what God will do. 
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1
OPEN WIDE

Open wide your mouth and I will fill it.  
—Psalm 81:10

When I began pastoring a church in Dallas, Texas, I believed two 
things: the sky was the limit; and the task was tremendous. We needed to 
rebuild a core of spiritual leaders, renovate most of our space, and renew 
our commitment to living in the power of the Holy Spirit. It was a God-
sized opportunity. 

Our maintenance supervisor, Juan, took me on a tour of the building, 
including the basement under the sanctuary, where I heard the faint sound 
of running water and wondered where it was coming from. 

“There’s a stream that runs under the church,” Juan said. “When it 
rains, we can hear the water flowing under the sanctuary.” 

Symbolically, that’s gold for a church that needs revitalization. A few 
leaders had already recognized the need to re-dig old wells of prayer and 
faith. (See Genesis 26:18.) We began to pray that God’s Spirit would fill 
our sanctuary from the top of the rafters to the deep stream below. 
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We saw so many spiritual blessings in those first years in Dallas. We 
prayed that God would break down walls of racism, classism, and sexism. 
God brought the walls down. Baptisms happened almost every week. 
People who were addicted to drugs and alcohol turned to Christ. Teachers 
and other leaders were raised up. Some were sent out as missionaries. 
During those joy-filled days, I often thought of Psalm 126:1 (nlt): “When 
the Lord brought back his exiles to Jerusalem, it was like a dream!” 

But God had even more in store. One of our biggest challenges was in 
the area of finances. We prayed that God would bring more resources and 
that we would be ready to steward those resources well. We had no idea, 
however, the blessings that we would receive. 

A WELLSPRING OF GENEROSITY FLOWS
I had been there for about eighteen months when God cracked open 

the heart of our church in a wellspring of generosity. For ten years, the 
church had an annual deficit in giving. It was a real faith-killer. Each year, 
the church came up short after pleading for more to be given, with reg-
ular givers complaining about having to shoulder too much of the load. 
However, as that year ended and we challenged people to give, we finished 
with a $250,000 surplus. We dedicated 75 percent of that money to mis-
sions and set aside the rest for building renovations. 

We were elated. But the truth was that we needed fifty times that 
amount to renovate our spaces. So we kept praying.

One day, our church administrator, Brad, called me and said someone 
had left some money to the church in a will. It was big, he said. Maybe over 
a million dollars. By the time all of the assets were distributed, the gift was 
three and a half million dollars. It allowed us to make some much-needed 
repairs and renovate our main fellowship space. 

We then challenged the church to match the gift and go beyond the 
remaining amount, raising another two and a half million. As the spaces 
were renovated, our faith grew. 

God deserves all the credit, glory, and praise for what happened during 
my decade in Dallas. I couldn’t take credit if I tried. I do believe, however, 
that both seeking the Lord and asking for help in faith were crucial. 
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How much faith do you have? Is there enough to dream big?

Do you even ask for what you need, believing that God will provide?

When the idea of establishing an orphanage entered George Müller’s 
mind, for the first two weeks, he prayed that God would bring it about 
only if it was God’s will. If it was not God’s dream, then Müller asked that 
God would graciously remove the thought from his mind. He knew that 
God would be pleased in caring for fatherless and motherless children, but 
he didn’t know if God wanted him to be the instrument to bring it about. 

GEORGE MÜLLER DIDN’T ASK FOR PROVISIONS, PLANS,  
OR PEOPLE FOR AN ORPHANAGE. HE ONLY ASKED THAT  
GOD WOULD CONFIRM WHETHER IT WAS HIS WILL.

Therefore, he didn’t ask for provisions, plans, or people to work in the 
orphanage. He only asked that God would confirm whether it was His 
will. 

But on December 5, 1835, Müller’s prayers had changed: 

I was reading Psalm 81 and was particularly struck, more than at 
any time before, with verse 10: ‘Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill 
it.’ I thought a few moments about these words and then was led to 
apply them to the case of the orphan-house. It struck me that I had 
never asked the Lord for anything concerning it, except to know 
His will…I then fell on my knees and opened my mouth wide, 
asking Him for much. I asked in submission to His will and with-
out fixing a time when He should answer my petition. I prayed 
that He would give me a house, either as a loan or that someone 
might be led to pay the rent for one or that one might be given per-
manently for this object; further, I asked Him for [one thousand 
pounds] and likewise for suitable individuals to take care of the 
children.5

5. George Müller, “Prayer and My Orphans,” The King’s Business, April 1957, 16–17.
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First, notice that Müller didn’t pray for funds first. He didn’t start with 
a laundry list of what he thought was required. Instead, he asked God to 
reveal whether He wanted to use Müller for this purpose. 

Second, notice that when Müller began to pray, he knew how to pray. 
He literally opened his mouth and out came the words that glorified God 
as His servant asked for what he needed. 

Eighteen months later, Müller noted in his journal that the last five 
pounds had been given to complete God’s gift of a thousand pounds to the 
orphanage. On June 15, 1837, Müller reflected:

From the moment I asked till the Lord granted it fully, I had never 
been allowed to doubt that he would give every shilling of that 
sum. Often have I praised him beforehand, in the assurance that 
He would grant my request.6

Müller knew that he had no natural prospects of receiving the income. 
He didn’t know how the money would come, but he trusted that God 
would provide it. He believed that when he opened his mouth wide, God 
would fill it.

THREE PRAYER MISSTEPS
I wonder if sometimes we make one of three missteps when it comes 

to prayer. 

The first is to rush in too quickly to ask for what we think we need. 
We don’t pause and pray long enough to consider whether what we want is 
what God wants. As a result, we’re left disappointed in prayer and wonder-
ing if our dream is not the will of God.

The second misstep is to fail to open our mouths wide—really wide—
so that God can fill us and bless others through us in a tremendous way. 
Once we know what God wants, we should not be afraid to ask for what 
we need to fulfill that plan. 

The third misstep is to fail to give God praise when the blessings come. 
How many blessings have you taken for granted? How often has God given 
you a good gift, only to see you take the credit for yourself? 
6. Müller, The Life of Trust.
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It’s been said that any blessing we don’t turn back to praise turns into 
pride. Many times when God blessed us in Dallas, I was tempted to believe 
that we deserved or earned it.

ONCE WE KNOW WHAT GOD WANTS, WE SHOULD NOT BE AFRAID TO ASK 
FOR WHAT WE NEED TO FULFILL THAT PLAN.

The key to faithful prayer is found in knowing that you and I have no 
natural prospect of gaining what God wants to provide. It’s all grace. It all 
belongs to Him. Everything you are and everything you have is given by 
the grace of God.

I don’t know how God wants to bless you, but I do know that like the 
sanctuary in Dallas, underneath your life is a deep stream of God’s bless-
ing. God wants to fill you from that stream.

In Genesis 26:2–5, God appeared to Isaac and told him to remain 
in the Philistine land of Gerar, where God would bless Isaac because his 
father, Abraham, had been faithful to keep God’s laws. Isaac indeed was 
prosperous, but there was a problem. All of Abraham’s wells had been 
filled in by the Philistines. 

Water was essential to sustain Isaac’s family and flocks. To dwell in 
the land, “Isaac reopened the wells that had been dug in the time of his father 
Abraham, which the Philistines had stopped up after Abraham died, and he 
gave them the same names his father had given them” (Genesis 26:18). 

Prayer is the well that taps into God’s stream of blessings. 

Maybe your prayer today is, “God, You created me to dream big. Help 
me to pray God-sized dreams. I want to know how to pray according to 
Your will, for Your glory.” 

If not that, then perhaps your prayer is, “God, today I am opening my 
mouth wide that You would fill it. My mouth is opened so that praises and 
thanksgiving can flow out. Fill me with everything You desire so that I can 
bless others.”
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Or maybe your prayer today is, “God, You made me for Your glory. 
You have given me the gift of prayer to connect with You and to offer You 
praise. Help me to open again the ancient well deep within my soul so that 
Your living water can satisfy me and I can return praises to Your name.”  

Now is the time to pray.

Dream big.

Wait for God to reveal if your dream is God’s dream. 

Ask for what you need. 

God is waiting for you.

PRAYER PRINCIPLE #1:
God can’t fill a closed mouth.


