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“Before me was a great multitude that no one could count,  
from every nation, tribe, people and language,  

standing before the throne and before the Lamb…. And they 
cried out in a loud voice: ‘Salvation belongs to our God,  

who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.’” 
—Revelation 7:9–10
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“With my God I can scale a wall.” 
—2 Samuel 22:30
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THAT SUPERMAN?

“The Spirit told me to go.” 
—Acts 11:12 nkjv

A great evangelist once said that the world has yet to see what 
God will do with a believer wholly surrendered to His will. This pop-
ular quote is a criticism of everybody who has ever served God. In 
fact, countless men and women have been wholly surrendered. Their 
surrender is not to be judged by their visible achievements. Martyrs 
have died fully surrendered without achieving much; for example, the 
Romans beheaded a dedicated Christian girl who was only 13 years 
old.

According to some, “the person God uses” would be a paragon 
of virtues: a man or woman of prayer, a man or woman of the Word, 
a man or woman of faith, a man or woman of integrity, dedicated, 
faithful, patient, loving, separated from the world. Sermons add 
quality after quality to the necessary qualifications. Would anybody 
have time to be all they are supposed to be? To be the perfect wife of 
Proverbs 31, they would need a 48-hour day.

When I was young, I read books on Christian heroes, men and 
women who had done daring things for God, fought battles, and 
wrought victories. The stories all spoke of their flawless saintliness 
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and greatness. I revered them all and still treasure what I learned 
about them, but I began to suspect that all great men were dead, that 
“there were giants on the earth in those days” (Genesis 6:4 nkjv) but 
nobody was born like that today. Reading about “perfect” people can 
be dismally discouraging after a while.

The life stories of great Christians are now being rewritten. A 
more rounded style is showing other sides of their character. The old-
style glowing hagiographies are being reshaped as biographies of flesh 
and blood beings, not semi-gods. Everyone is human and, knowing 
our limitations, it is helpful to find that past exploits were performed 
by people who had not attained angelic perfection. Jesus said, “No 
one is good” (Luke 18:19). How right He was! The earthly state of 
even the best of God’s children is not flawless. If God could use only 
impeccable characters, there would be nobody to do the work, and it 
would never get done. 

We must still understand that, despite those biographies 
acknowledging the weaknesses of admired Christian notables, char-
acter does matter to God. He cannot give Holy Spirit help to hyp-
ocrites and frauds or to those who make no effort for God. There 
must be commitment. If we reach out to please God and walk humbly 
before Him, we can be sure that our “labor in the Lord is not in vain” 
(1 Corinthians 15:58). Where the Holy Spirit provides the tiniest 
spark, a fire can be started. 

“FORWARD” 
Bearing such things in mind, what kind of believer does God 

want? Is there a feature shared by all effective workers? For one thing, 
we know that “without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 
11:6). Grasping the Word, too, is the foundation of all ministries. 
It has been said that God creates the right personality for the right 
hour, but I do not think that is right. Ordinary people have taken up 
the challenge. They were not made for the time; the times made them. 
Great characters like Moses, David, Peter, Paul, Luther, and Wesley 
were not born great or unique. Elijah, the most extraordinary figure, 
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was “a man just like us” (see James 5:17 isv) (Greek homoiopathes, 
“similarly affected”). Men and women who perform lesser exploits 
than others are not to be judged as lesser people. Not everybody can 
be a king or lead the hosts of the Lord. Not everybody could be one of 
Christ’s first disciples, but He said that to give a cup of water to a dis-
ciple is an act worthy of a reward (see Mark 9:41). “Minor” roles are 
vital—and so are “nobodies.” In Scripture, God equipped the least 
likely characters for His providential purposes. 

So, when I think about men and women whom God has used, I 
know that we point to their spirituality, and a close walk with God is 
certainly not to be ignored. However, one thing that has impressed 
me about them and that never appears to be mentioned seems to be 
typical of anyone who ever did anything for God: they were the kind 
of people who had “get up and go”; they were natural go-getters, and 
perhaps could even be described as jumped-up and brash. Moses told 
the people of Israel to “stand firm” and wait, but God gave a counter-
order: “Tell the Israelites to move on” (Exodus 14:13–15). They may be 
pushy, forward types, often criticized, but being forward for God is 
forgivable.

We cannot always help what we are. Some people are shy and 
quiet, while others are brash and boisterous. We cannot judge their 
hearts—only God can do that. There is a niche for both in the temple 
of God. However, it is not always a matter of what we are by birth. 
Some mistaken Christian teaching on humility makes it a virtue to 
sit in the back, out of sight. God wants some people at the front, visi-
ble. If we treat prominence as a fault, nothing will ever get done. Bible 
characters who led were humble enough, but they knew that someone 
had to take over and do the essential tasks that no one else was doing. 
God said that He looked for someone to stand in the gap and there 
was nobody (Ezekiel 22:30).

The best-known example of “forwardness” is David, tackling 
the giant when the whole army held back. Great warriors stood in 
the ranks, and David was a stripling. Goliath raged, insulted by the 
chosen champion who seemed unworthy to be his match. David’s 
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brothers were all capable warriors. David irritated them with his 
brash impertinence. God knew David was a go-getter and so did 
his brothers. They told him to get off the battlefield and go back to 
looking after his sheep. David stuck to his plan and became the most 
famous champion in all history, the hero of the day.

God chose David, and David’s splendid brothers disappeared 
from the pages of history. They had treated David like Cinderella, the 
family “drudge.” God chose him, we read, because he was prepared 
to do everything God wanted him to do (Acts 13:22). People sing, 
“Sweet will of God, still fold me closer, till I am wholly lost in Thee.” 
Being lost in God is a mere spiritual pose, a monastery achievement, 
not good for very much unless it galvanizes people into action for 
world salvation.

PROFOUND ASSURANCE IN GOD
Without bold pushiness, David would have stayed with his 

sheep. We need to realize that his “go” stemmed from his profound 
assurance in God. His “go” and his faith were potent. We are not told 
how David acquired his assured faith in God, but it was motivating 
power feeding his own natural disposition. Without faith, what he 
did would have been blind presumption. This distinction explains so 
much of David’s story. David said, “With my God I can scale a wall” (2 
Samuel 22:30). That is what the man or woman of God understands 
every time, all through history, all around the globe: “With my God, 
I can.” Some have “go” but no faith. Whatever our energies, “without 
faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6). Gumption and 
trust are the two feet of those who walk with God.

Another example in Scripture that is not talked about very 
much these days is David’s friend Jonathan, the son of Saul, who 
was David’s soulmate. He also knew how to rely on God. At that 
time, his father Saul was king, and Saul’s sluggishness had allowed 
invading Philistine forces to paralyze Israel. They were squatting in 
Israelite territory and carrying out raids from their camps to plunder 
the harvests.
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Jonathan was stationed with a small, isolated, and inactive 
detachment of soldiers. They had waited for orders, but day after 
day Jonathan and his men were kicking their heels, restless and frus-
trated. Then, tired of indecision, they decided to take action on their 
own. God did not tell them to do anything anymore than God had 
told David to fight Goliath. Jonathan was clearly not obedient, for he 
had no command from King Saul to follow. What he did was an ini-
tiative of faith, not an act of obedience. We shall see what happened, 
but first a word about obedience.

Obedience is a key Christian word, much emphasized. “Do noth-
ing except in obedience to God,” we are told. Because obedience is 
stressed, believers often do nothing, waiting for a special call that 
they can obey. The famous hymn says, “Trust and obey, for there’s 
no other way to be happy in Jesus”—but one needs something to 
obey. Many wait as obedient servants, and they do just that: wait, but 
take no action because they have no leading. Half the laziness of the 
Christian church arises from the desire to be obedient and “not get 
ahead of God.” People do not hear a voice telling them what to do, so 
they excuse themselves from action. We can all sing, “I’ll obey Thee, 
come what may, dear Lord, have Thy way,” but how do we know we 
will do that until we know what God wants and nothing is immedi-
ately in mind? People will obey if God orders them to do something 
specific, but they have never known God to give them such orders, 
so they feel quite comfortable staying put. The great saints of God, 
from biblical times until today, have pointed to the promises of God 
and move forward in action, and that is how the work of God has 
progressed. The Word, not some subjective impulse, is our authority 
for action. 

Let’s return to Jonathan. He had no special word or prompt-
ing from God. He simply decided to trust God and make a valiant 
attempt. On his own initiative, he emerged from his hidden camp, 
drew the attention of the Philistine garrison, and challenged them. 
They rose to the bait. A skirmish took place, and God was with 
Jonathan. That day, he routed the Philistine camp, and it led to the 



16  Fulfilling Our Mission

whole Israelite army rising in confidence and gaining a victory over 
the pillaging Philistines. 

That is the sort of thing that God does. He looks out and links 
arms with anybody who makes an effort for Him and empowers their 
daring. Today, God calls out across the world, across the churches, 
and says, “Go!” If anybody hears and goes, He goes with them as His 
favored friends.

The call of God may not be personal. People talk about the call of 
Isaiah. He was never “called”; he volunteered. He heard God asking, 
“Whom shall I send?” and decided that it would be him (Isaiah 6:8). 
He did not feel particularly worthy, describing himself as having 
“unclean lips” (verse 5). Perhaps his language had not been holy. When 
Isaiah was ready to go, God cleansed his lips and sent him to deliver 
His Word. Isaiah became a messenger who used the most beautiful 
language of any prophet.

Christ did not give His Great Commission to anybody in par-
ticular, nor did He lay down special qualifications. It is a standing 
invitation to everyone. Godliness and spirituality are wonderful 
advantages, but they are dormant until Christ’s word “Go!” is obeyed. 
Obedience is to the Word of God, not to feelings and desires.

Some people spend a lifetime cultivating their own soul, seeking 
some religion to give them peace or religious feelings. Is that all, just 
one’s own soul? Jesus calls us to follow Him into the world that has 
been ravished by the devil to overcome in His name. Others think 
that their age lets them off; they are too young or too old. Jeremiah 
thought he was too young, only a child, but God sent him. (See 
Jeremiah 1:6–7.) “Going” launches our spiritual development. It is 
not an end result. The disciples had the tremendous privilege and 
advantage of being pupils of the Master of all masters, Jesus. Yet long 
before He had finished their education, He sent them out to do what 
He was doing. Actually, that was part of their training, and it always 
is. We learn by doing. A piano teacher can tell a pupil what to do, but 
the pupil has to sit at the keyboard doing it, putting in daily practice. 
That is how the student gains the skill. 
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A key word in Mark’s Gospel is “immediately,” or “straightway.” 
It occurs over 40 times, as many occurrences as in the rest of the 
New Testament. It is thought that Peter was behind Mark’s Gospel 
and Peter was himself an “immediate” man, impetuous. Jesus was the 
Man for Peter, for He was also a direct-action personality. John said 
that the world itself could not contain the books that could be written 
about what Jesus did (John 21:25)—in only three years! Jesus seemed 
so unhurried, with time for everybody, but He accomplished more in 
His brief ministry than any man in a lifetime.

GRIPPED
Jesus said, “I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am 

until it is accomplished” (Luke 12:50 nasb). The Greek word that has 
been translated “distressed” means “gripped” or “held by,” like the grip 
of a sickness or like a hold on a prisoner. That baptism was the bap-
tism of judgment for us on the cross. Jesus had come to do God’s will 
and wanted to get on with it, indescribably awful as it was. He con-
stantly spoke of “His hour,” the hour in which He would accomplish 
triumph by crucifixion and glorify God. When the “hour” struck, He 
went to Jerusalem, the destined place of His battle with evil, and the 
disciples following behind Him were amazed to see the resolute way 
He strode forward. He knew God’s schedule and never lagged behind 
it for a second.

Paul uses the same Greek word sunecho in writing to the 
Corinthians: “Christ’s love compels us” (2 Corinthians 5:14). It does 
not mean that Paul felt rushed, but rather that Christ’s love made 
him unrelenting in his endeavors. He simply got on with the job. If 
he had waited for more favorable times, the world would still be as 
he had found it. Paul’s initiative changed the times. His orders came 
from the Great Commission.

Christian “going” is not mere dutiful obedience, an obligation, 
going whether we feel like it or not. “Go” moves heart and soul, moti-
vated by eagerness of spirit. We might get the impression that the 
first Christians went out immediately, ranging the wide world. No 
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mere command could have driven them. They were so full of the good 
news, full of this Man Christ Jesus, that they could not stay still. 
In fact, for 20 years, thousands of Hebrew believers stayed around 
Jerusalem and attended the temple, many still as priests. The apostles 
did not then “go”; perhaps they knew it was best to stay where they 
were. We cannot judge.

NO AIMLESS DRIFTING
However, some believers did go. Their story starts in Acts 8 with 

Stephen, one of the seven Hellenists (Greek-speaking people) chosen 
for the task of “daily distribution of food” (Acts 6:1) in Jerusalem. The 
seven men organizing this work spoke Greek, which we know because 
the Greek-speaking widows complained they were not getting their 
share of the food. It is likely that the food ministry was interrupted, 
for we never read of it again. If the daily food distribution was closed 
down, Stephen did not go home and retire. Without apostolic orders, 
he preached only yards from where the apostles were—so effectively 
that his opponents “could not stand up against his wisdom or the Spirit 
gave him as he spoke” (Acts 6:10).

The religious leaders killed Stephen, making him the first 
Christian martyr. Having had success in murdering a Christian, the 
enemies launched further persecution. Many believers fled the city, 
including those driven out by the work of Saul of Tarsus. They spread 
the word as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch—but to Jews only, 
probably in the Jewish synagogues. However, Greek believers “ from 
Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, 
telling them the good news about Jesus” (Acts 11:20). They took the 
gospel to their own culture, as did the Jews. 

Another of the seven caterers, Philip, left without an appointed 
task—again, not to go home, sit down, and say, “It’s no use. They 
won’t let me preach.” He went to Samaria. Jesus had told the disciples 
to go into Judea and Samaria, and He had been there Himself with 
tremendous effect (see John 4). Philip preached with signs following, 
filling the city with joy. Nobody had done anything like that before. 
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In fact, no disciple had ever preached in Samaria before. Here was 
another David character, brash and bold, but an entrepreneur for 
God. Hellenists like Philip evangelized the Gentile world.

Peter the chief apostle, strongly Jewish, was sent by the Lord to 
a place that he would never normally have visited, a Gentile home. 
God sent him to the house of a Roman officer with the gospel. Peter 
told the Christian leaders in Jerusalem, “The Spirit told me to have no 
hesitation about going” (Acts 11:12). What a wonderful way of life! No 
more aimless drifting. Multitudes live tragic, purposeless lives. They 
live with no “go” and no direction, happy with “bread and circuses” 
like the Roman plebeians.

Witnesses and evangelists present the true way of life, introduc-
ing the Master who will call them, send them, bless them, and make 
their life worth something, give them fulfillment. “Follow me…and I 
will make you,” said Jesus (Matthew 4:19; Mark 1:17 esv). “Those who 
are led by the Spirit of God are children of God” (Romans 8:14).

In the church today, there is much talk of “leadership.” It is not 
a Bible word and not much of a Bible idea. However, God wants His 
people to move, and that happens when someone is bold enough 
and individual enough to step out and go for God; then everyone 
will follow their lead. That is the kind of leadership needed, not so 
much appointed leaders to lead organizations but those who will lead 
others into activity and boldness for God.

Workers stay workers and fishers stay fishers until God puts “go” 
in their soul. Those who turn to Christ are offered the great adven-
ture, a new way of seeing the world. They receive and are led by the 
Spirit of God, the source of all creative energy, movement, invention, 
joy, music, beauty, and goodness. God does not lead anyone down 
a rut. It is His world, and we are here to help Him, not to live out a 
soul-killing cycle of waking, eating, and sleeping.

God not only goes with go-getters, but He makes go-getters. 
Jesus sent them out as a bannered army to conquer the world—with 
love. As the last verse of Mark’s Gospel tells us, the disciples went 
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everywhere, and the Lord confirmed His Word by the signs that 
accompanied it.

We are not “apostles of the Lamb,” but Jesus gives us the same 
aims, leaving no place for hopelessness or depression. In Christ, there 
is no monotony. He never bored anybody. Christ set people going, 
digging them out of their snug little burrows to rise above their col-
orless future. He opens the eyes of the blind to the wonder of life 
walking with Him.

If people want to vegetate, they had better steer clear of Jesus. 
He is “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25) and therefore raises 
the living dead. Jesus makes apathetic and pathetic folk athletic in 
the work for Him. He heals cripples. Life consists of many things, 
but Jesus is the lasting joy. The poet Thomas Gray wrote, “The paths 
of glory lead but to the grave.” That may be true of human glory, but 
those who follow Christ’s paths are changed from glory to glory (2 
Corinthians 3:18), and He leads them to heaven. It is heaven because 
He is there.

QUESTIONS
• From your reading in this chapter, what two things does 

someone who wants to witness to Christ need?

• What is the role of obedience?




