
It’s easy to isolate a verse and make it say something you want it to 
say. It’s more difficult to read it in context and receive that trans-
forming truth. That’s the heart of what Jay Payleitner has done in 
this book.
—Chris Fabry, Award-winning author and host of “Chris Fabry 
Live” on the Moody Network

Jay Payleitner has always had a wonderful way of teaching pro-
found truths in a way that is fun, instructive, and life changing. 
Read The Next Verse and you will go places and discover truths 
that will impact how you think about God and His revelations and 
how you live your life. 
—Steve Brown, Professor, broadcaster on “Key Life Network,” 
and best-selling author of Three Free Sins: God’s Not Mad at You 
and Laughter and Lament: The Radical Freedom of Joy and Sorrow

We’ve seen some Bible verses so often we stop seeing them. But Jay 
dares us to trade in bumper sticker theology for something much 
better: an authentic pondering of God’s holy Word. We need this 
book!
—Jon Gauger, Producer/host on Moody Radio and author of 
Kids Say the Wisest Things

One of Jesus’s favorite utterances went like this: “You have heard 
it said…but I tell you….” That’s what Jay Payleitner does in his 
newest book by examining the context of 60 popular Bible verses. 
Three pages in you say to yourself, “WOW, that’s amazing! I never 
saw that.” Well, that just happened to me 60 times. The Next Verse 
is a rare gem with insight I’ll be thinking about for a long time.
—David Murrow, The Online Preaching Coach and author of 
Why Men Hate Going to Church



Ministers, teachers, and authors love to disseminate a wealth of 
information while often failing miserably at revealing the true con-
text and valuable applications of the Bible verses they tag on to 
prove their point. In The Next Verse, Jay Payleitner shares keen 
insights that will not only surprise you but encourage you to go 
deeper into the true meaning and ultimate goal of God’s Word—
transforming us into the image of Jesus Christ. It’s time to stop 
skimming the surface of Scripture and explore the rich treasures 
that await, so you may join the psalmist in saying, “How sweet are 
your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Psalm 
119:103).
—Kay Horner, Executive Director, Awakening America Alliance

I recently read a version of the Bible that had no chapters or verse 
numbers. It was difficult at first, but I soon learned to appreciate 
the text even more, unencumbered by divisions. Jay’s book is so 
helpful in the same way. Reading Scripture this way forces us to 
open up our minds in light of the larger passage!
—Wayne Shepherd, Nationally-known Christian radio host

Jay Payleitner must have been mentored by Bobb Biehl who shares, 
“Nothing is meaningful without context!” This book instantly 
drew me in when I realized most of us can quote several favorite 
Scripture verses, but almost none of us can share from memory 
the verses immediately preceding or following! Thank you, Jay, for 
giving all of us the gift of “context” in your fascinating new book 
The Next Verse.
—Bob Tiede, Cru U.S. Leadership Development Team, author 
of five books including 339 Questions Jesus Asked!, and blogger at 
LeadingWithQuestions.com



When I first read the title, I said to myself, Okay, this isn’t anything 
new. Then, I read the first chapter, then the next, and finally, the 
entire book. I was wrong—very wrong! I couldn’t wait to read the 
“next verse” in every chapter. There’s a wealth of wisdom for moms, 
dads, civic leaders, businesspeople and even pastors. The Next 
Verse is packed full of transformative insight while being fun to 
read. Thanks, Jay! You’ve listened to the Scriptures and done well.
—Steve Hefta, Strategic Account Manager, Marketplace 
Chaplains

Jay Payleitner has given us a fascinating take on popular Bible 
verses. It shows just how talented of a writer he is and a brilliant 
Bible apologist.  This book is an important read whether you are a 
pastor, lay person, or  theologian. 
—Rick Johnson, best-selling author of That’s My Son and 
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren

The Next Verse is a gift to anyone yearning to know more about 
God. Without preaching at us or making us feel guilty or dumb, 
Jay Payleitner makes one principle of biblical interpretation easy 
and fun, and lowers our chances of misinterpreting the Bible.  
—Dr. Clarence Shuler, President/CEO, BLR: Building Lasting 
Relationships

Randomly ripping a verse out of the Bible is like changing lanes 
on the interstate without looking over your shoulder at your 
blindspots. In this nifty book, Payleitner reminds us of the full 
360 degree “surround sound” perspective of famous biblical land-
scapes. Read it, and your scriptural driving will be a lot more fun 
and safe!
—Dr. Emmett Cooper, author of The HoneyWord Bible for kids of 
all ages; founder and president of HoneyWord Foundation



Tired of fluffy devotions? In a world overcome with the epidemic 
of Biblical illiteracy, The Next Verse is a rich treasure of well-
known Scripture presented with fresh, accurate interpretation. 
So often believers are not taught to study passages within con-
text. But you’ll feel like you’re having coffee with a friend as Jay 
unpacks truth in a way anyone can understand. He takes the time 
to explain topics without heady theological words. Simple, easy 
exploration of what’s been in front of us all the time. I loved it!  A 
must for anyone who desires to be a true student of the Word.   
—Tez Brooks, Multiple award-winning author of The Single Dad 
Detour and Debriefing: Meditations of Hope for Those Who Protect 
and Serve
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Introduction

There is no God.  
—Psalm 14:1 nlt

Do you know this verse? Actually it’s just part of a verse. And 
when taken by itself, it is totally out of context. 

If you tried to pass it off as a complete quote from the Bible, 
most people would instantly recognize the absurdity of such a 
blatant untruth. After all, the Bible is God’s autobiography. The 
book’s entire purpose is to proclaim His eternal existence and 
extraordinary attributes.

For the record, the full verse reads, “Only fools say in their 
hearts, ‘There is no God.’ They are corrupt, and their actions are evil; 
not one of them does good!” (nlt).

Even an atheist who read the entire verse would discern that 
the four-word phrase, “There is no God,” does not reflect the mean-
ing or intent of the author. 

While that statement is easily recognized as misleading, the 
danger of taking biblical passages out of context is very real. Too 
many Christians know or recognize small snippets of the Bible 
but fail to see the big picture. They embrace a biblical concept but 
neglect to read the surrounding verses and other references that 
would help them understand the entire scriptural and historical 
context. 
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We Christians love to display our favorite verses on plaques, 
bumper stickers, posters, and framed needlepoint pictures:

“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

“Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.”

“Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy bur-
dens, and I will give you rest.”1 

But what about the surrounding verses? What does the entire 
chapter—not just the single verse—reveal about the nature of 
God, His purpose for our lives, and all that other good stuff? Let’s 
not be afraid to sweat the details.

Often, right on the same page where we are reading, we can 
find supporting arguments, corollaries, and deeper truths. On the 
other hand, sometimes the very next verse seems to say the exact 
opposite, and that’s something that we shouldn’t take lightly. 

Even worse, it’s tempting to elevate the meaning of a short 
passage that makes us feel good about ourselves or even seems to 
condone errant behavior. The challenge is to move beyond pithy 
quotes and easy answers to arrive at solid biblical truth. 

So, please: Keep memorizing your favorite verses. Jot them on 
notecards. Do sword drills with your kids. Write them on your 
doorposts. 

But always, always, always take your favorite passage in con-
text. Together, that’s what we’ll be doing in the pages ahead with 
60 well-known, well-loved verses and passages.

Prepare to be a little surprised. You’ll smile and nod your head 
in recognition of the passage that begins each chapter, but then 
we’ll look at the verses that come next or even before, as well as 

1. Joshua 24:15 nasb, John 14:6 (paraphrased), Matthew 11:28 nlt
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other nearby and related passages that explain, expand, seemingly 
contradict, or just make you say, “Wow. I hadn’t thought of that.”

Our goal is to go deeper into the Scriptures and arrive at the 
ultimate purpose—being transformed into the image of Jesus 
Christ.

Will you promise yourself this? Before you quote it, cross-
stitch it, or leave it on your voicemail, commit to reading the next 
verse.
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1

For God so loved the world that he gave  
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him  

shall not perish but have eternal life. 
—John 3:16

Grace. It’s a wonderful, positive message. A message designed to 
share with the world.

Most of us have never held up a “John 3:16” banner in the 
end zone of a football stadium. Still, we probably should applaud 
anyone who does. Who knows what seeds are planted by those 
evangelists in the bleachers? Who knows how many sports fans 
have been curious enough to blow the dust off the old family Bible 
and look up that powerful verse? Between the halves of a college 
bowl game, it’s likely that quite a few lives have been changed for-
ever. The Spirit of God can use all our efforts—even if we’re wear-
ing a rainbow wig and waving a “We’re #1” foam finger.

The 26 words of John 3:16 have been called “the essence of the 
Bible.” And it’s true. This should be one of the first verses we take 
to heart and the first one we memorize. You have to admit it’s a 
“feel good” verse. The theme is God’s love. The proof of His love 
is that He gave His Son. The message is for the entire world. The 
promise is eternal life. And all you have to do is believe. It sounds 
simple. There is no downside. 

But keep reading. Consider the next verses:
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For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes 

in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because they have not believed in the 

name of God’s one and only Son. 
—John 3:17–18

Suddenly, we’re reading not about grace but about judgment. 
Why is that? Well, the truth is, you cannot have one without the 
other. If there were no judgment or condemnation, there would be 
nothing from which to be saved. Jesus’s death would be meaning-
less. Every man, woman, and child—even wrapped in our sinful 
nature—would get to sit at the feet of a perfect and holy God. And 
that’s just not possible. 

These two verses certainly don’t contradict John 3:16. Instead, 
they are an eye-opening confirmation of just how important grace 
is to the human condition. 

Anyone who turns to verse 16 for hope and comfort should be 
encouraged to continue reading. Not so that they lose their new-
found hope, but so they realize the consequences of not believing. 
There will be judgment. For some, there will be condemnation. 
What’s more, if the reader is not moved to repent based on the 
nonspecific concept of God’s judgment, then perhaps they should 
turn to Matthew 13:42 to receive a clearer and more terrifying pic-
ture of every person’s potential future: “They will throw them into 
the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

Finally, worth noting in John 3:18, we read that nonbelievers 
are “condemned already.” That seems to indicate that Jesus was sent 
on a rescue mission. Every person is hell-bound unless and until 
they put their faith, trust, and confidence in Christ. 

The truth is, it’s a narrow road. Many men and women 
will choose the easy path. There is no argument that John 3:16 
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summarizes the promise of the gospel. But the next two verses 
may have the best potential for opening the eyes of many lost souls. 

GOING DEEPER: 
It’s amazing how many people can quote John 3:16 but have 

not really thought much about the intense conversation that led to 
this grace-affirming verse. 

Early in Jesus’s ministry, His reputation has already become 
a problem for the religious leaders when a Pharisee named 
Nicodemus comes to see Him—in the dark! Jesus has been work-
ing miracles around Galilee and Judea, and apparently He’s been 
gaining a reputation as a man who may disrupt the influence and 
power the Jewish ruling council has over the people. 

John chapter three opens with Nicodemus asking legitimate 
questions about whether Jesus was sent by God and how a man 
can be born a second time. Was he trying to trap Jesus into saying 
some kind of blasphemy? It appears not. While Nicodemus does 
push back with a follow-up question about the Holy Spirit, the 
conversation begins and ends without any accusations. 

Furthermore, Nicodemus later sticks up for Jesus at a council 
meeting (see John 7), and he even joins Joseph of Arimathea in 
helping to bury Jesus (see John 19). That’s proof of a changed life—
from seeking the truth from the living Word.

The simple truth of John 3:16 can be grasped in a moment. 
Understanding God’s plan and the depth of His love takes 
more than a lifetime.>


