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1

LOVE, GREATEST THING  
IN THE WORLD

Love has never given birth to a pain. Love has never wantonly 
crushed or broken the tender flower of faith that grows in the heart 
of trust.

Love is God unveiled. “God is love” (1 John 4:8).

This love life is God actually living Himself in us as He lived in 
Jesus.

There was a ruggedness about the Master and yet a gentle ten-
derness that caused children to climb up into His arms and put their 
hands on His face. They longed to touch Him, to hold His hand, to 
be near Him.

The love that was in the Man of Galilee is the love that is to rule 
the church, rule the home, and rule this heart of mine.

Love is to the human heart what flowers are to the hillside. 
Flowers cover the naked, ragged places in the soil. They grow around 
the rocks. They grow among the roots. They cover up the wounds in 
the earth’s surface. They cover the clay and bleak soil with a garment 
of glory, royalty, and lustrous beauty. So love covers the ragged rough 
spots in the human.

Love is the reason for the flower garden, just as love was the 
reason for the flowers being.
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Love gathers the flowers and arranges them to please the eye and 
make glad the heart.

Love makes the home beautiful. Love comes and lives in the 
home to keep it a place of happiness.

Love is the most beautiful thing. It may be the most fragile thing, 
yet it has the most enduring strength of anything that we know.

When man is love ruled, love owned, and love motivated, he does 
not shrink from any sacrifice. Christ did not shrink from bearing the 
sin, pain, and anguish of the world.

LOVE AND THE CROSS
Love made that ugly cross beautiful. Love made that tomb beau-

tiful—that darksome, dreaded place where death held sway. Love 
stripped death of its terror. Love made the naked, thorn-crowned 
Man of Galilee the King of lonely hearts.

My heart calls Him the naked King of the storm-tossed, broken 
human. Love made me crown Him, not with thorns, but with my 
heart and its devotion.

Love drives that delicate tender spirit into the darkest heathen-
ism of Africa to endure every privation, to be shut alone with heathen 
minds that have no sense of appreciation, no touch of love, just cold 
indifference and selfish greed. And yet that love spirit lives, thrives, 
and pours itself out until that dark place blossoms with all the tender 
fragrance of the new creation.

Such is love, the mightiest thing among the mighty, and the most 
beautiful thing among the beautiful. It is this God nature gaining the 
ascendancy in the heart of man.

“EVEN AS”
There are two little words in the new law of the new covenant 

that challenged me. They reached out their tender hands and gripped 
me. I saw the dainty tendril of a climbing vine lay its soft, fragile hand 
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upon the coarse, hard rock, and after a bit, it had fastened itself to 
the rock.

Those two little words seem like the delicate fingers of that beau-
tiful climbing vine.

You ask me what the words are? “Even as.”

This is my commandment, that ye love one another, even as I 
have loved you.  (John 15:12)

At first, I tried to get away from them, but they followed me, 
followed as only love can follow. I could hear them in the chambers of 
my soul, like the memory of a long-forgotten hymn that comes back 
and raps at the door of the heart.

I kept saying, “Even as.” Then I turned and listened. I asked, 
“Even as what?”

“As I have loved you.”

I said, “I can’t do it, Master. I can’t love like that. If I loved like 
that, I would be obliged to give away everything I own.”

Then He asked so gently, “What is it that you would need to give 
away?”

I took an inventory of the things that I felt I would have to give 
away if I loved “even as” He loved me.

After the inventory, I said, “But what would I get in place of these 
rich treasures of mine?”

Then He showed me wealth that I had never seen before. If I 
loved “even as” He loved, I would have His companionship. I would 
have His strength. I would have His gentleness and His forbearance. 
I would give away the toys of the senses to get the wealth of the Spirit.

LOVE’S METHOD
I would give away things that perish after much use to receive 

something that increased when used. I saw then a joy I had never 
known.
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I had been seeking happiness. I did not realize that happiness 
came from things, people, and circumstances, that I could lose happi-
ness as I once lost my knife. I saw what an illusion it had been.

I felt that I was willing to forego some of the things that make 
men happy, if I could have this joy.

This new life gives a joy that springs from love. Happiness springs 
from sensuous things around me. I found that joy was as far superior 
to happiness as the diamond is to glass, as gold is to common dirt.

Then I knew what love meant. I am to love even as He loved. I am 
to take His place.

He is seated yonder upon the throne, ministering to me, enabling 
me to take His place down here. I am to speak His words and to do 
the kind deeds that He would do.

I will feel the same kind of passion for the lost and broken that 
He felt.

I am to love in His place.

Oh, the joy, the unspeakable joy that comes. I have joy even as He 
had joy because I am loving even as He loved.




