


All Scripture quotations are taken from the King James Version (kjv) of the Holy 
Bible.

Editor’s note: This book has been edited for the modern reader. Words, 
expressions, and sentence structure have been updated for clarity and readability.

God’s Joy in Your Heart
(previously published as Words of Cheer and Joy in Your Life)

ISBN: 978-1-64123-958-5
eBook ISBN: 978-1-64123-959-2
Printed in Colombia
© 1998 by Whitaker House

Whitaker House
30 Hunt Valley Circle
New Kensington, PA 15068
web site: www.whitakerhouse.com

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Spurgeon, C. H. (Charles Haddon), 1834–1892.
  [God’s joy in your heart]
  Joy in your life / Charles Haddon Spurgeon.
       p.  cm.
Originally published: God’s joy in your heart. New Kensington, PA:
Whitaker House, ©1998.
  ISBN 0-88368-763-1
 1.  Consolation. 2.  Christian life—Baptist authors.  I. Title.
  BV4905.3 .S69 2002
  242—dc21
                                                            2002004940

No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any 
information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the 
publisher.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11     30 29 28 27 26 25 24 23



CONTENTS

  1. Sons of Jacob ..................................................................... 7

  2. Faith versus Fear ............................................................ 13

  3. Liberty from the Fear of Death .................................... 21

  4. Suffering and Consolation ............................................ 29

  5. The Saints Are Kings .................................................... 35

  6. The Holy Spirit, Another Comforter .......................... 43

  7. Promises for the Bruised and Broken .......................... 51

  8. Against the World ......................................................... 59

  9. The Divine Refuge ......................................................... 67

 10. The Use of Chastisement .............................................. 75



 11. Responsibility and Success ........................................... 85

 12. Devotions in the Night .................................................. 93

 13. All Joy and Peace .......................................................... 103

 14. Mr. Ready-to-Halt and His Companions ................. 109

 15. Joy in Life’s Hard Times.............................................. 117

 16. Cure for Heartache ...................................................... 125

 17. A Word to the Troubled ............................................. 131

 18. All Things Work Together for Good ........................ 137

 19. An Ever Present Help ................................................. 147

 20. Deliverance from Surrounding Troubles .................. 155

 21. A Harp’s Sweet Note ................................................... 165

About the Author ...................................................................... 173



7

ONE

SONS OF JACOB

For I am the Lord, I change not;  
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 

—Malachi 3:6

The phrase “sons of Jacob” means persons who enjoy partic-
ular rights and titles. Jacob had no rights by birth, but he soon 
acquired them. He exchanged a mess of pottage with his brother 
Esau and thus gained the birthright. I do not justify the means, 
but he also obtained the blessing and so acquired unique rights. 

“Sons of Jacob” also includes Christians who have unusual 
rights and titles, too. Unto those who believe, the Lord has given 
the right and power to become sons of God. They have an inter-
est in the blood of Christ. They have a right to enter in through 
the gates into the city. They have a title to eternal honors. They 
have a promise of everlasting glory. They have a right to call 
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themselves sons of God. Yes, there are unique rights and privi-
leges belonging to the “sons of Jacob.”

But these “sons of Jacob” were men of unusual manifesta-
tions. Jacob had experienced unusual manifestations from his 
God, and thus he was highly honored. Once, at night, he lay 
down and slept. He had the hedges for his curtains, the sky 
for his canopy, a stone for his pillow, and the earth for his bed. 
Then he had an extraordinary manifestation. He saw angels of 
God ascending and descending a ladder from heaven to earth. 
He thus had a manifestation of Christ Jesus, as the ladder that 
reaches from earth to heaven, by which angels came up and 
down to bring us mercies. 

And then, what a manifestation there was at Mahanaim, 
when the angels of God met Jacob! Again at Peniel, when Jacob 
wrestled with God, he saw Him face to face. Those were all 
unique, unusual manifestations. This passage refers to those 
who, like Jacob, have had remarkable manifestations.

The “sons of Jacob” have had unusual manifestations. They 
have talked with God as a man talks with his friend. They have 
whispered in the ear of Jehovah. Christ has been with them to 
eat with them, and they with Christ. The Holy Spirit has shone 
into their souls with such a mighty radiance that they could not 
doubt about special manifestations. The “sons of Jacob” are the 
men who enjoy these manifestations.

Then, they are men of unusual trials. Oh, poor Jacob! I 
would not choose Jacob’s lot even if I did not have the prospect 
of Jacob’s blessing, for a hard lot his was. He had to run away 
from his father’s house to Laban’s. Then that surly old Laban 
cheated him all the years he was there—cheated him of his wife, 
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cheated him in his wages, cheated him in his flocks, and cheated 
him all through the story. By and by, he had to run away from 
Laban, who pursued him and overtook him. Next came Esau 
with four hundred men to cut him up, root and branch. Then 
there was a season of prayer, after which he wrestled and had 
to go the rest of his life with his thigh out of joint. However, a 
little later, his dearly beloved Rachel died. His daughter Dinah 
was led astray, and his sons murdered the Shechemites. Then 
his favored dear Joseph was sold into Egypt, and a famine came. 
Reuben went up to his bed and polluted it, Judah committed 
incest with his own daughter-in-law, and all his sons became a 
plague to him. At last Benjamin was taken away and the old 
man, almost broken-hearted, cried, “Joseph is not, and Simeon 
is not, and ye will take Benjamin away” (Genesis 42:36). Never 
was a man more tried than Jacob, all because of the one sin of 
cheating his brother. All through his life, God chastised him. 

I believe there are many who can sympathize with dear old 
Jacob. They have had to pass through trials very much like his. 
Well, cross-bearers! God says, “For I am the Lord, I change not; 
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” Poor tried souls! You 
are not consumed because of the unchanging nature of your 
God. Now do not start fretting and say with the self-conceit 
of misery, “I am the man who hath seen affliction” (Lamentations 
3:1). The Man of Sorrows was afflicted more than you; Jesus was 
indeed a mourner. You only see the skirts of the garments of 
affliction. You never have had trials like His. You do not under-
stand what troubles mean. You have hardly sipped the cup of 
trouble. You have only had a drop or two, but Jesus drank the 
dregs. “Fear not,” says God, “I am the Lord, I change not; there-
fore ye sons of Jacob,” men of unusual trials, “are not consumed.”
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Then, “sons of Jacob” are men of exceptional character. 
Though there were some things about Jacob’s character that 
we cannot commend, there are traits that God commends. 
There was Jacob’s faith, by which Jacob had his name written 
among the mighty worthies who did not obtain the promises 
on earth, but will possess them in heaven. Are you a person of 
faith, beloved? Do you know what it is to walk by faith, to live 
by faith, to get your temporary food by faith, to live on spiritual 
manna—all by faith? Is faith the rule of your life? If so, you are 
a “son of Jacob.”

Jacob was a man of prayer—a man who wrestled, groaned, 
and prayed. “Ah, you poor heathen, don’t you pray?” “No!” 
you say, “I never thought of such a thing. For years I have not 
prayed.” Well, I hope you may before you die. Live and die with-
out prayer, and you will pray long enough when you get to hell.

I knew a woman who was so busy sending her children to 
Sunday school that she said she had no time to pray. No time to 
pray? Had she time to dress? There is a time for every purpose 
under heaven, and if she had purposed to pray, she would have 
prayed. 

Sons of God cannot live without prayer. They are wrestling 
Jacobs. They are men in whom the Holy Spirit so works that 
they can no more live without prayer than I can live without 
breathing. They must pray. Mark you, if you are living with-
out prayer, you are living without Christ; and, dying like that, 
your portion will be in the lake that burns with fire. May God 
redeem and rescue you from such a lot! But you who are “the 
sons of Jacob” take comfort, for God is immutable.




