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1

SIGNS, WONDERS, AND 
UNUSUAL MANIFESTATIONS

An unusual phenomenon that began occurring years ago in the 
church is no laughing matter to some. Believers of all ages and social 
backgrounds began experiencing prolonged outbursts of laughter. This 
spirit of hilarity seemed to be contagious, spreading through large 
groups. Some reported that this laughter stimulated their faith, draw-
ing them closer to the Lord. Others, however, skeptically regarded this 
phenomenon as Satan’s deception. 
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People would often ask me about the source of this laughter—could 
it possibly come from the Holy Spirit? I would tell them this was indeed 
possible. (I had to believe that, because laughter is how I came to Christ. 
Or should I say, laughter is how Christ came to me.)

MY JOYFUL CONVERSION

In the summer of 1941, I was stationed with a medical unit of the 
British army in a hotel on the North Bay of Scarborough in Yorkshire, 
England. The hotel had been gutted of its furniture, so we slept on 
straw mattresses on the floor. A nominal Anglican at the time, I was 
reading my Bible through from beginning to end, but not for devotional 
purposes. Rather, I regarded the Bible as a work of philosophy. As a 
professional philosopher, I deemed the work important to read as my 
academic duty. By this point, I had reached the book of Job.

In Scarborough, I interacted on several occasions with Pentecostal 
Christians. They were the first people ever to confront me with the 
necessity of receiving Christ as my personal Lord and Savior. Presented 
by the Pentecostals with the claims of Christ, I decided one night to 
pray until something happened. I did not know what to expect, but 
starting at eleven o’clock, I struggled for one hour to form a coherent 
prayer. Around midnight, I was distinctly aware of a divine presence 
with me and found myself repeating the words Jacob articulated to the 
Man with whom he wrestled at Peniel: “I will not let You go unless You 
bless me!” (Genesis 32:26). 

With increasing emphasis, I repeated, “I will not let You go, I will 
not let You go,” until I added, “Make me love You more and more…more 
and more and more….” 

An invisible power came over me, and I found myself lying face-up 
on the floor with my arms in the air, repeating, “More and more and 
more….” Moments later, my words turned to deep sobs that rose up in 
my stomach and then shook my body before escaping through my lips. 
Half an hour later, an indescribable and involuntary change occurred: 
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my sobbing turned to laughter. Like the sobs, the laughter proceeded 
from my stomach. Gentle at first, it gradually grew louder, reverberating 
off the walls of the room. 

The soldier who shared my room woke up to find me on my back, 
laughing uproariously with my arms in the air. He cast me several help-
less glances and said, “I don’t know what to do with you. I suppose it’s no 
good pouring water over you.” Within me, an inaudible response arose: 
“Even water would not put this out!” Not wanting to disturb my fellow 
soldier, I crawled to my mattress, pulled a blanket over my head, and 
laughed myself to sleep. I knew that the Holy Spirit was within me.

A CHANGED PERSON

When I awoke the next morning, I was a totally different person. 
No longer did vile language flow from my mouth. Prayer was effortless; 
it came as naturally to me as breathing. I could do nothing—not even 
drink a glass of water—without thanking God. At six o’clock that eve-
ning, I headed to the pub for my customary drink; however, it seemed 
as if my legs locked at the door, and I could not enter. I stopped trying 
to move my legs when I realized the pub’s fare no longer tempted me. 

I returned to my billet and opened my Bible, which had become 
a new book overnight. It seemed as if God and I were the only two 
people in the universe. God spoke directly to me through the Bible text. 
I opened to Psalm 126:1–2, which reads, “When the Lord brought back 
the captivity of Zion, we were like those who dream. Then our mouth was 
filled with laughter.” “That’s exactly what happened to me,” I thought. 
“It wasn’t I who was laughing. My mouth was being filled with laughter 
from some other source!” Upon further reflection, I realized that this 
strange, supernatural laughter expressed the same joy and excitement of 
God’s people when He delivered them from captivity.

In Job, I came across another relevant passage: “Behold, God will not 
cast away the blameless….He will yet fill your mouth with laughing, and 
your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:20–21). This laughter does not result from 
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a person’s own will; it comes from God Himself as a response to the 
assurance of His acceptance. 

GOD’S LAUGHTER

In the book of Psalms, I made another discovery: God Himself 
laughs. His laughter is not, however, a reaction to something comical, 
but rather an expression of triumph over His enemies. When a wicked 
man plots against a righteous man, “The Lord laughs at him, for He sees 
that his day is coming” (Psalm 37:13). 

When earthly rulers scorn God’s government, “He who sits in the 
heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall hold them in derision” (Psalm 2:4). 
Regarding the evils of unregenerate men, the psalmist writes, “But You, 
O Lord, shall laugh at them; You shall have all the nations in derision” 
(Psalm 59:8). The righteous can join in God’s jubilation: “The righ-
teous also shall see and fear, and shall laugh at him [the wicked, evil man]” 
(Psalm 52:6). 

In addition to explaining the source of my laughter, the Bible shed 
light on the identity of the Person from whom I was requesting blessing: 
Jesus of Nazareth, the same Man Jacob encountered at Peniel. Jacob 
met Him before His incarnation; I met Him after His resurrection. 
Both man and God, this Person could have been none other than Jesus 
of Nazareth. 

About ten days after my first encounter with the Lord, I was lying 
on my mattress in the barrack when I started speaking an unfamil-
iar language that sounded like Chinese. I recalled what I had heard 
in church about speaking with other tongues. At first, I spoke with 
timidity. As I relaxed, the words came freely, with forcefulness. They 
did not originate in my mind or mouth, but in my stomach, like the 
sobs and laughter. 

The next evening, I spoke again in an unknown language—this 
time, it was different from the previous instance. The words possessed a 
marked, poetic rhythm. After a brief silence, I spoke again—in English. 
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The words did not originate in my mind, however, and their rhythm 
seemed to mirror that of the previously uttered speech. I concluded that 
what I was speaking in English was an interpretive rendering of what I 
had spoken in an unknown tongue. 

UNCONVENTIONAL, BUT NOT UNBIBLICAL

While my laughter was an unconventional spiritual experience, it 
was no less authentic. In Matthew 12:33, Jesus explained the test for 
spiritual experience: “A tree is known by its fruit.” What was the fruit of 
my strange experience? A life converted from sin to righteousness; a life 
shifted from agnostic dabbling in the occult to an unshakable faith in 
Jesus Christ as revealed in Scripture; a life that has brought forth fruit 
in God’s kingdom. Since this experience, I have had several additional 
instances of supernatural laughter. I have even seen God touch other 
believers in a similar way. Supernatural laughter cleanses and exhila-
rates, and it has even prompted miracles of physical healing and deliver-
ance from emotional burdens such as depression.

A second example from my experiences with unusual manifes-
tations occurred while I was a pastor in London. One evening, I was 
praying with some people from our fellowship on the top floor of a 
four-story building when the building suddenly shuddered and shook 
for thirty minutes—it shook with the power of God. At this time, a 
lame man was miraculously healed and threw away his crutches. It was 
at the very time that we began to praise God and the building started 
to shake. 

A similar sign in the early church was recorded by Luke in Acts 
4:31: 

When they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together 
was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they 
spoke the word of God with boldness. 
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THE BIBLICAL RECORD

The simple fact that something is unconventional or unusual should 
not provoke automatic wariness, for it may indeed be from God. In the 
Old Testament, God’s prophets did some unusual things. Isaiah had to 
walk barefoot and naked for three years. (See Isaiah 20:1–4.) Ezekiel 
was required to lie on his left side for three hundred and ninety days 
and on his right side for forty days; he had to prepare his food on a fire 
of cow dung. (See Ezekiel 4:4–15.) 

In the gospels, Jesus Himself healed people in unconventional ways. 
He healed a deaf mute by spitting and touching the man’s tongue. (See 
Mark 7:32–35.) He healed a blind man by making clay from His own 
spittle and smearing it on his eyes. (See John 9:6–7.) In the book of 
Acts, many features and events of the early church are unconventional 
compared to the church today. 




